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Abstract

:

Mesothelioma is an aggressive, rapidly fatal cancer and a better understanding of its molecular heterogeneity may help with making more efficient therapeutic strategies. Non-coding RNAs represent a larger part of the transcriptome but their contribution to diseases is not fully understood yet. We used recently obtained RNA-seq data from asbestos-exposed mice and performed data mining of publicly available datasets in order to evaluate how non-coding RNA contribute to mesothelioma heterogeneity. Nine non-coding RNAs are specifically elevated in mesothelioma tumors and contribute to human mesothelioma heterogeneity. Because some of them have known oncogenic properties, this study supports the concept of non-coding RNAs as cancer progenitor genes.
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1. Introduction


Protein coding genes make up only 2% of the human genome. In the remaining part of the genome, many transcriptionally active regions are found that give rise to non-coding RNA (ncRNA) [1]. Long non-coding RNAs (lncRNAs) are defined as longer than 200 nucleotides and represent the major class of ncRNAs since there are nearly three times as many lncRNA genes as protein-coding genes [2,3], and recently there has been a steep increase in research focusing on lncRNAs owing to their impact in several biological processes [4,5]. The class of non-coding RNAs that are smaller than 200 nucleotide includes the microRNA (miRNA, 19–25 nucleotides) that post-transcriptionally regulate gene expression via the suppression of specific target mRNAs [6].



LncRNA expression plays a crucial role in regulating the gene expression during differentiation and development [7,8]. For a few lncRNAs, functional characterization is available and indicates an association with transcriptional regulation and post-transcriptional processing of coding regions. Specifically, these lncRNAs affect miRNA expression, mRNA stability, and translation [9]. One of the first lncRNAs described to contribute to cancer was the HOX antisense intergenic RNA (HOTAIR)—this lncRNA interacts with chromatin and represses the transcription of human HOX genes, thus regulating development [10]. Several lncRNAs have been identified to be involved in the various hallmarks of cancer causing various tumor types including lung, liver, prostate, breast, and ovarian cancers [11,12,13].



Mesothelioma is a rare, aggressive cancer developing from the mesothelium and it is mostly associated with exposure to asbestos [14]. Recent molecular analyses have defined four different types of mesothelioma on the basis of gene expression [15], and two molecularly defined groups associated with different prognosis [16]. In this study, we explore the variation of non-coding RNA expression associated with this heterogeneity. In order to prioritize which ncRNA might be the most relevant in a given cancer type, it has been suggested that by using the The Cancer Genome Atlas (TCGA) ncRNAome information as a clinical filter, one would be able to generate a reduced and clinically relevant ncRNA list that could be used for a candidate-oriented functional screening. Here, we take the opportunity of our recent study in asbestos-exposed C57Bl/6J Nf2+/− mice [17], to identify lncRNAs and miRNAs associated with tumor development and scrutinize their expression and heterogeneity in human mesothelioma and human mesothelioma TCGA RNAome. Nf2 heterozygote background was chosen based on the fact that NF2 mutations are often observed in mesothelioma [18,19,20,21], and a previous study showing its contribution to tumor development [22].




2. Results


We analyzed the expression of non-protein-coding RNA in the RNA-seq data [17] obtained in tissue extracted from either C57Bl/6J Nf2+/− mice that were exposed eight times to crocidolite (blue asbestos) every three weeks, or sham-treated mice. Mice had been sacrificed 33 weeks after first crocidolite exposure in order to have the possibility of investigating pre-cancer and cancer stages. In order to identify gene expression changes during mesotheliomagenesis, we have analyzed three treatment groups by RNA-seq: sham, age-matched crocidolite-exposed, and age-matched crocidolite-exposed with observable tumors. We performed differential expression analysis between crocidolite-exposed and sham, and identified 108 non-protein-coding genes with more than 2-fold expression (p < 0.01, False Discovery Rate (FDR) < 0.017). Differential expression analysis between crocidolite-exposed with tumors and crocidolite-exposed, identified 366 non-protein-coding genes with more than 2-fold expression (p < 0.01, FDR < 0.024). 33 genes were found in both comparisons, as shown in the Venn diagram (Figure 1).



We selected some of them based on (a) the significance of their differential expression in tumor vs. crocidolite-exposed inflamed mesothelium and (b) the availability of some functional knowledge about them (Table 1).



Then we compared the selected ncRNAs to differentially expressed genes with more than two-fold increased expression between inflamed tissue from crocidolite and sham (Table 1, last column). Of the 14 selected genes, three (Dios3os, Dubr, and Morrbid) were also overexpressed in inflamed crocidolite-exposed tissues compared to tissues from sham-treated mice.



The ncRNA gene with the highest upregulation in mesothelioma tumor in mice exposed to asbestos was Fendrr (Fetal-lethal noncoding developmental regulatory RNA) and we validated this finding by quantitative-PCR (Figure 2a). We then took the opportunity to investigate its expression in tumor tissue collected at different time (Figure 2b) during tumor progression in nine patients. We have recently deeply characterized genomic alterations in two out of these nine patients [23]. Interestingly, FENDRR expression was increased in the tissue of the patient, which had maintained epithelioid histology (P236A_tum and P236B_tum), compared to the patient that had initially been diagnosed as epitheloid mesothelioma (P95A_tum) but where we have observed epithelial to mesenchymal transition (EMT) during tumor progression. We could detect FENDRR expression in all first tumor samples from patients diagnosed with epithelioid mesothelioma but not in patient P399, who had been diagnosed with biphasic histology.



The existence of known orthologs in human for 13 of the selected ncRNAs allowed us to evaluate their contribution to tumor heterogeneity by interrogating publicly available TCGA data of 87 MPM samples (MESO) through the cBioPortal [24,25] together with five tumor suppressor genes frequently mutated in mesothelioma (Figure 3). For HOXA-AS2 (lncRNA–HOXA cluster antisense RNA 2), FIRRE (functional intergenic repeating RNA element) and MORBIDD (myeloid RNA regulator of Bim-induced death), no differences were detected in TCGA data; therefore, they were not included in the figure. All other ncRNAs contribute to tumor heterogeneity.



Interestingly DNM3OS (dynamin 3 (Dnm3) gene antisense) is amplified in two patients and consistent with DNM3OS being a precursor for miR214, the latter is amplified as well. Although DNM3OS overexpression is associated with enrichment is sarcomatoid histotype compared to epithelioid histotype in Bueno et al [15], in TCGA samples it is amplified in a patient bearing a biphasic and a patient bearing an epithelioid tumor.



In human mesothelioma miRlet7b was deleted in a patient bearing a biphasic and a patient bearing an epithelioid tumor, indicating that it possibly contributes to epithelial heterogeneity. FENDRR was deleted in a patient with biphasic histotype, which would fit with the observation that it is enriched in epithelioid mesothelioma, but this observation is based only on a single patient.



Interestingly there is a significant co-occurrence of alterations of BAP1 and DIO3OS (p = 0.024), and of DUBR and miRlet7b (p = 0.028).




3. Discussion


In order to improve the treatment of mesothelioma, it is necessary to better understand how molecular heterogeneity contributes to tumor growth.



We report here the likely contribution of ncRNAs to the heterogeneity profile and suggest that oncogenic driver events in mesothelioma development are associated with lncRNA expression. This extends the current view that focuses on the loss of tumor suppressor functions as drivers.



Fendrr is transcribed divergently from the transcription factor-coding gene Foxf1. Fendrr-deficiency results in mice lethality due to lack of proper differentiation of mesenchymal derived tissue [26,27]. This lincRNA is predominantly nuclear and physically associates with the PRC2 Polycomb complex [28]). In humans the orthologous transcript is expressed from a syntenic region [29]. Silencing FENDRR increases FN1 expression in gastric cancer cells and increases their migration [30]. Interestingly, FENDRR is among the genes enriched in the epithelioid compared to sarcomatoid mesothelioma cluster based on gene-expression profile [15].



Not much is known about gm26902, except that its expression characterizes a subset of microglia CD11c+ population, which sustains brain development [31], while expression of gm17501 has been associated with cardiac hypertrophy [32].



Meg3 (maternally expressed 3) binds to p53 and activates the transcription of a part of p53-regulated genes [33]. In gastric cancer, MEG3 increases Bcl-2 levels by sequestering miR-181-a [34]. In addition, MEG3 modulates the activity of TGF-β pathway genes by binding to distal regulatory elements, which have GA-rich sequences, allowing MEG3 specific binding to the chromatin through RNA–DNA triplex formation [35,36].



miR17-92 cluster (miR-17-92a-1 cluster host gene) binds HuR, a member of the ELAVL family, which has been reported to contribute to the stabilization of AU-rich elements (ARE)-containing mRNAs, possibly modulating HuR activity on target mRNA stability [37]. MiR 17-92 cluster is amplified in high-grade B-cell lymphoma with Burkitt lymphoma signature, resulting in higher expression of miR17-92 and lower expression of BIM and PTEN and increased BCR signaling [38]. It is noteworthy that miR17-92 expression is increased in mesothelioma [39].



Dio3os is transcribed in the antisense orientation to Dio3, which codes for the type 3 deiodinase, an enzyme-inactivating thyroid hormones that is highly expressed during pregnancy and development [40].



Dubr (also called Dum: developmental pluripotency-associated 2 (Dppa2) Upstream binding Muscle lncRNA) silences its neighboring gene, Dppa2, in cis through the recruitment of Dnmt1, Dnmt3a and Dnmt3b, thereby promoting myoblast differentiation and damage-induced muscle regeneration [41].



Malat1 (Metastasis-associated lung adenocarcinoma transcript 1) expression results in alternatively spliced transcripts [42]. It is for example necessary for correct splicing of B-Myb, a transcription factor involved in G2/M transition [43]. In patients with early-stage non-small cell lung cancer high levels of MALAT1 predict a high risk of metastatic progression [44]. Malat1 loss of function in mouse revealed that it is a nonessential gene in development or for adult normal tissue homeostasis [45,46], but depletion of MALAT1 in lung carcinoma cells impairs cellular motility in vitro and metastasis in mice [47]. Therefore, it has been suggested that MALAT1 overexpression in cancer may drive gain-of-function phenotypes not observed during normal tissue development or homeostasis. Its action seems mediated not only by regulation of alternative splicing, as mentioned above, but also possibly through interaction with HuR [48] like for miR17-92 cluster.



Firre-encoded lncRNA serves as a platform for trans-chromosomal association by interacting with the nuclear matrix factor heterogeneous nuclear ribonucleoproteins U (hnRNPU) through a 156-bp repeating sequence and localizes across a ~5-Mb domain on the X chromosome [49]. It was suggested that it modulates nuclear architecture across chromosomes [49]. Transcription of FIRRE is regulated by NF-κB signaling in macrophages and intestinal epithelial cells [50]. Indeed, FIRRE positively regulates the expression of several inflammatory genes in macrophages or intestinal epithelial cells in response to lipopolysaccharide stimulation via posttranscriptional mechanisms including interaction with hnRNPU, which controls the stability of mRNAs of selected inflammatory genes through targeting the adenine-rich element of their mRNAs [50].



Dnm3os is essential for skeletal muscle formation and body growth during development and it serves as precursor of miR214 [51,52]. It is enriched in the sarcomatoid mesothelioma subtype cluster compared to epithelioid [15].



Hoxaas2 directly interacts with enhancer of zeste homolog 2 (EZH2) and lysine-specific demethylase 1 (LSD1), promoting pancreatic cell growth [53].



Morrbid is highly and distinctively expressed by mature eosinophils, neutrophils, and classical monocytes in both mice and humans [54]. Interestingly it could be a marker of exposure to carcinogenic fibers since it is overexpressed in tissues of mice exposed to long carcinogenic compared to short non-carcinogenic asbestos and also long compared to short nanotubes [55].



miRlet7 downregulates interferon β (IFNβ) and is upregulated in macrophages upon IFNβ treatment [56].



Although the method that we have used to extract RNA was not optimal for miRNA analysis we detected the overexpression of miR214, likely because of Dnm3os overexpression. MiR214 downregulates PTEN [57] and Sufu [58].



Although only Malat1, from the ncRNAs mentioned, is an lncRNA for which a clear genetic link with tumorigenesis has been established [59,60], it is likely that ncRNAs function in mesothelioma as “cancer progenitors genes” [61]. In addition to MALAT1, overexpression of miR17-92 cluster is likely oncogenic and of potential therapeutic interest because it activates druggable pathways. Similarly, overexpression of miR214 possibly indicates activation of Hedgehog and PI3K signaling.



Although for FENDRR the contribution to heterogeneity is based on the observation that it is enriched in epitheloid histotype and that one patient has a deletion in this gene, the fact that it is overexpressed in tumors and associates with epithelioid commitment in the patients analyzed indicate that further studies should explore the role of this lncRNA in mesothelioma.



Because MEG3 has been found to modulate TGF-β activity and it has an heterogeneous expression, it would be interesting to investigate whether its expression plays a role in the EMT signature that we observed in the mesothelioma tumors developing in asbestos-exposed mice [17] and also if it contributes to mesothelioma’s so-called transitional state [62].



In an era where immunotherapy is also being intensively explored in mesothelioma treatment [63], it might be wise to consider the deletion of miRlet7b as a possible biomarker for response.



In summary, we were able to identify lncRNAs that are overexpressed in mesothelioma and we found that they contribute to human mesothelioma heterogeneity. We suggest that they may indicate pathways for precision medicine. One limitation of our approach might be the fact that in our experimental model we observed only spindeloid tumors, which is the opposite of what is observed in human mesothelioma, where epithelioid histotypes are the most frequent.



Appropriate functional experiments need to be carried out and it would make sense to establish consortia to validate our hypotheses. There is a plethora of ncRNA genes whose functions we need to understand better. In addition, very instructive functional studies rely on animal models but modeling lncRNA function in mice might be difficult because lncRNAs are conserved at much lower rates compared to protein-coding genes, and therefore orthologs are more difficult to identify.




4. Materials and Methods


4.1. Analysis of RNA-Seq Data from Tissue Samples from Asbestos-Exposed Mice


RNA was extracted and analyzed as described in our previous paper, where we characterized the overall transcriptome profile of the same samples [17]. Assessment of miR expression was not optimal because the Qiagen RNeasy kit was used to extract RNA, which does not preserve very short RNAs.




4.2. Relative Gene Expression


Fendrr gene expression was conducted as previously described [17] [64,65,66] using the following primers (5’–3’): human: AGTGCACTGTGTGCTCTTAG and GAGGATCTGTGGTTGGGTATTT mouse GAAACCAGAGAGCTCCGAATAG and CTTCTGGTGGAGTCAGATCAAA. As in previous studies, histone 3 and β-actin were used as normalizer genes for human and murine gene expression, respectively. RNA was extracted from human mesothelioma tumors and cDNA was prepared as we recently described [23].




4.3. Analysis of Publicly Available Datasets


To analyze the expression and genetic alterations of selected non-coding RNA together with five tumor suppressor genes frequently mutated in mesothelioma, we obtained the data from TCGA, using www.cbioportal.org. For mRNA differential expression we used a z score of 1.2, where the z-score is the standard deviation of static levels of transcript expression in a given case compared to the mean transcript expression in diploid tumors.








Acknowledgments


We thank Manuel Ronner for performing some q-PCR analysis. Emanuela Felley-Bosco’s research was supported by the Stiftung für Angewandte Krebsforschung, the Krebsliga Zürich, and the Swiss National Science Foundation (CRSII3_147697).




Author Contributions


All authors contributed to this manuscript and approved the final version.




Conflicts of Interest


The authors declare no conflict of interest.




References


	



Djebali, S.; Davis, C.A.; Merkel, A.; Dobin, A.; Lassmann, T.; Mortazavi, A.; Tanzer, A.; Lagarde, J.; Lin, W.; Schlesinger, F.; et al. Landscape of transcription in human cells. Nature 2012, 489, 101–108. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Carninci, P.; Hayashizaki, Y. Noncoding RNA transcription beyond annotated genes. Curr. Opin. Genet. Dev. 2007, 17, 139–144. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Iyer, M.K.; Niknafs, Y.S.; Malik, R.; Singhal, U.; Sahu, A.; Hosono, Y.; Barrette, T.R.; Prensner, J.R.; Evans, J.R.; Zhao, S.; et al. The landscape of long noncoding RNAs in the human transcriptome. Nat. Genet. 2015, 47, 199–208. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Ulitsky, I.; Bartel, D.P. LincRNAs: Genomics, evolution, and mechanisms. Cell 2013, 154, 26–46. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Kapranov, P.; Cheng, J.; Dike, S.; Nix, D.A.; Duttagupta, R.; Willingham, A.T.; Stadler, P.F.; Hertel, J.; Hackermuller, J.; Hofacker, I.L.; et al. RNA maps reveal new RNA classes and a possible function for pervasive transcription. Science 2007, 316, 1484–1488. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Schwarzenbach, H.; Nishida, N.; Calin, G.A.; Pantel, K. Clinical relevance of circulating cell-free microRNAs in cancer. Nat. Rev. Clin. Oncol. 2014, 11, 145–156. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Taft, R.J.; Pang, K.C.; Mercer, T.R.; Dinger, M.; Mattick, J.S. Non-coding RNAs: Regulators of disease. J. Pathol. 2010, 220, 126–139. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Huarte, M.; Rinn, J.L. Large non-coding RNAs: Missing links in cancer? Hum. Mol. Genet. 2010, 19, R152–R161. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Kornienko, A.E.; Guenzl, P.M.; Barlow, D.P.; Pauler, F.M. Gene regulation by the act of long non-coding RNA transcription. BMC Biol. 2013, 11, 1–14. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Rinn, J.L.; Kertesz, M.; Wang, J.K.; Squazzo, S.L.; Xu, X.; Brugmann, S.A.; Goodnough, L.H.; Helms, J.A.; Farnham, P.J.; Segal, E.; et al. Functional demarcation of active and silent chromatin domains in human HOX loci by noncoding RNAs. Cell 2007, 129, 1311–1323. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Lin, C.; Yang, L. Long noncoding RNA in cancer: Wiring signaling circuitry. Trends Cell Boil. 2017, 28, 287–301. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Bhan, A.; Soleimani, M.; Mandal, S.S. Long noncoding RNA and cancer: A new paradigm. Cancer Res. 2017, 77, 3965–3981. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Renganathan, A.; Felley-Bosco, E. Long noncoding RNAs in cancer and therapeutic potential. Adv. Exp. Med. Biol. 2017, 1008, 199–222. [Google Scholar] [PubMed]

	



Delgermaa, V.; Takahashi, K.; Park, E.K.; Le, G.V.; Hara, T.; Sorahan, T. Global mesothelioma deaths reported to the world health organization between 1994 and 2008. Bull. World Health Organ. 2011, 89, 716–724, 724A–724C. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Bueno, R.; Stawiski, E.W.; Goldstein, L.D.; Durinck, S.; De Rienzo, A.; Modrusan, Z.; Gnad, F.; Nguyen, T.T.; Jaiswal, B.S.; Chirieac, L.R.; et al. Comprehensive genomic analysis of malignant pleural mesothelioma identifies recurrent mutations, gene fusions and splicing alterations. Nat. Genet. 2016, 48, 407–416. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



de Reynies, A.; Jaurand, M.C.; Renier, A.; Couchy, G.; Hysi, I.; Elarouci, N.; Galateau-Salle, F.; Copin, M.C.; Hofman, P.; Cazes, A.; et al. Molecular classification of malignant pleural mesothelioma: Identification of a poor prognosis subgroup linked to the epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition. Clin. Cancer Res. 2014, 20, 1323–1334. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Rehrauer, H.; Wu, L.; Blum, W.; Pecze, L.; Henzi, T.; Serre-Beinier, V.; Aquino, C.; Vrugt, B.; de Perrot, M.; Schwaller, B.; et al. How asbestos drives the tissue towards tumors: Yap activation, macrophage and mesothelial precursor recruitment, RNA editing, and somatic mutations. Oncogene 2018. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Bianchi, A.B.; Mitsunaga, S.I.; Cheng, J.Q.; Klein, W.M.; Jhanwar, S.C.; Seizinger, B.; Kley, N.; Klein-Szanto, A.J.; Testa, J.R. High frequency of inactivating mutations in the neurofibromatosis type 2 gene (NF2) in primary malignant mesotheliomas. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1995, 92, 10854–10858. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Sekido, Y.; Pass, H.I.; Bader, S.; Mew, D.J.; Christman, M.F.; Gazdar, A.F.; Minna, J.D. Neurofibromatosis type 2 (NF2) gene is somatically mutated in mesothelioma but not in lung cancer. Cancer Res. 1995, 55, 1227–1231. [Google Scholar] [PubMed]

	



Deguen, B.; Goutebroze, L.; Giovannini, M.; Boisson, C.; van der Neut, R.; Jaurand, M.C.; Thomas, G. Heterogeneity of mesothelioma cell lines as defined by altered genomic structure and expression of the nf2 gene. Int. J. Cancer 1998, 77, 554–560. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Thurneysen, C.; Opitz, I.; Kurtz, S.; Weder, W.; Stahel, R.A.; Felley-Bosco, E. Functional inactivation of nf2/merlin in human mesothelioma. Lung Cancer 2009, 64, 140–147. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Jongsma, J.; van Montfort, E.; Vooijs, M.; Zevenhoven, J.; Krimpenfort, P.; van der Valk, M.; van de Vijver, M.; Berns, A. A conditional mouse model for malignant mesothelioma. Cancer Cell 2008, 13, 261–271. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Oehl, K.; Kresoja-Rakic, J.; Opitz, I.; Vrugt, B.; Weder, W.; Stahel, R.; Wild, P.; Felley-Bosco, E. Live-cell mesothelioma biobank to explore mechanisms of tumor progression. Front. Oncol. 2018, 8, 40. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Gao, J.; Aksoy, B.A.; Dogrusoz, U.; Dresdner, G.; Gross, B.; Sumer, S.O.; Sun, Y.; Jacobsen, A.; Sinha, R.; Larsson, E.; et al. Integrative analysis of complex cancer genomics and clinical profiles using the cBioPortal. Sci. Signal 2013, 6, pl1. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed][Green Version]

	



Cerami, E.; Gao, J.; Dogrusoz, U.; Gross, B.E.; Sumer, S.O.; Aksoy, B.A.; Jacobsen, A.; Byrne, C.J.; Heuer, M.L.; Larsson, E.; et al. The cbio cancer genomics portal: An open platform for exploring multidimensional cancer genomics data. Cancer Discov. 2012, 2, 401–404. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed][Green Version]

	



Grote, P.; Wittler, L.; Hendrix, D.; Koch, F.; Wahrisch, S.; Beisaw, A.; Macura, K.; Blass, G.; Kellis, M.; Werber, M.; et al. The tissue-specific lncRNA fendrr is an essential regulator of heart and body wall development in the mouse. Dev. Cell 2013, 24, 206–214. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Sauvageau, M.; Goff, L.A.; Lodato, S.; Bonev, B.; Groff, A.F.; Gerhardinger, C.; Sanchez-Gomez, D.B.; Hacisuleyman, E.; Li, E.; Spence, M.; et al. Multiple knockout mouse models reveal lincRNAs are required for life and brain development. Elife 2013, 2, e01749. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Khalil, A.M.; Guttman, M.; Huarte, M.; Garber, M.; Raj, A.; Rivea Morales, D.; Thomas, K.; Presser, A.; Bernstein, B.E.; van Oudenaarden, A.; et al. Many human large intergenic noncoding RNAs associate with chromatin-modifying complexes and affect gene expression. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 2009, 106, 11667–11672. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Cabili, M.N.; Trapnell, C.; Goff, L.; Koziol, M.; Tazon-Vega, B.; Regev, A.; Rinn, J.L. Integrative annotation of human large intergenic noncoding RNAs reveals global properties and specific subclasses. Genes Dev. 2011, 25, 1915–1927. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Xu, T.P.; Huang, M.D.; Xia, R.; Liu, X.X.; Sun, M.; Yin, L.; Chen, W.M.; Han, L.; Zhang, E.B.; Kong, R.; et al. Decreased expression of the long non-coding RNA fendrr is associated with poor prognosis in gastric cancer and fendrr regulates gastric cancer cell metastasis by affecting fibronectin1 expression. J. Hematol. Oncol. 2014, 7, 63. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Wlodarczyk, A.; Holtman, I.R.; Krueger, M.; Yogev, N.; Bruttger, J.; Khorooshi, R.; Benmamar-Badel, A.; de Boer-Bergsma, J.J.; Martin, N.A.; Karram, K.; et al. A novel microglial subset plays a key role in myelinogenesis in developing brain. EMBO J. 2017, 36, 3292–3308. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Zhang, J.; Feng, C.; Song, C.; Ai, B.; Bai, X.; Liu, Y.; Li, X.; Zhao, J.; Shi, S.; Chen, X.; et al. Identification and analysis of a key long non-coding RNAs (lncRNAs)-associated module reveal functional lncRNAs in cardiac hypertrophy. J. Cell Mol. Med. 2018, 22, 892–903. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Zhou, Y.; Zhong, Y.; Wang, Y.; Zhang, X.; Batista, D.L.; Gejman, R.; Ansell, P.J.; Zhao, J.; Weng, C.; Klibanski, A. Activation of p53 by meg3 non-coding RNA. J. Biol. Chem. 2007, 282, 24731–24742. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Peng, W.; Si, S.; Zhang, Q.; Li, C.; Zhao, F.; Wang, F.; Yu, J.; Ma, R. Long non-coding RNA meg3 functions as a competing endogenous RNA to regulate gastric cancer progression. J. Exp. Clin. Cancer Res. 2015, 34, 79. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Mondal, T.; Subhash, S.; Vaid, R.; Enroth, S.; Uday, S.; Reinius, B.; Mitra, S.; Mohammed, A.; James, A.R.; Hoberg, E.; et al. Meg3 long noncoding RNA regulates the TGF-β pathway genes through formation of RNA-DNA triplex structures. Nat. Commun. 2015, 6, 7743. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Iyer, S.; Modali, S.D.; Agarwal, S.K. Long noncoding RNA meg3 is an epigenetic determinant of oncogenic signaling in functional pancreatic neuroendocrine tumor cells. Mol. Cell Biol. 2017, 37. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Kim, J.; Abdelmohsen, K.; Yang, X.; De, S.; Grammatikakis, I.; Noh, J.H.; Gorospe, M. LncRNA oip5-as1/cyrano sponges RNA-binding protein HuR. Nucleic Acids Res. 2016, 44, 2378–2392. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Bouska, A.; Bi, C.; Lone, W.; Zhang, W.; Kedwaii, A.; Heavican, T.; Lachel, C.M.; Yu, J.; Ferro, R.; Eldorghamy, N.; et al. Adult high-grade b-cell lymphoma with burkitt lymphoma signature: Genomic features and potential therapeutic targets. Blood 2017, 130, 1819–1831. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Balatti, V.; Maniero, S.; Ferracin, M.; Veronese, A.; Negrini, M.; Ferrocci, G.; Martini, F.; Tognon, M.G. MicroRNAs dysregulation in human malignant pleural mesothelioma. J. Thorac. Oncol. 2011, 6, 844–851. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Hernandez, A.; Martinez, M.E.; Croteau, W.; St. Germain, D.L. Complex organization and structure of sense and antisense transcripts expressed from the dio3 gene imprinted locus. Genomics 2004, 83, 413–424. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Wang, L.; Zhao, Y.; Bao, X.; Zhu, X.; Kwok, Y.K.; Sun, K.; Chen, X.; Huang, Y.; Jauch, R.; Esteban, M.A.; et al. LncRNA dum interacts with dnmts to regulate dppa2 expression during myogenic differentiation and muscle regeneration. Cell Res. 2015, 25, 335–350. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Tripathi, V.; Ellis, J.D.; Shen, Z.; Song, D.Y.; Pan, Q.; Watt, A.T.; Freier, S.M.; Bennett, C.F.; Sharma, A.; Bubulya, P.A.; et al. The nuclear-retained noncoding RNA malat1 regulates alternative splicing by modulating sr splicing factor phosphorylation. Mol. Cell 2010, 39, 925–938. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Tripathi, V.; Shen, Z.; Chakraborty, A.; Giri, S.; Freier, S.M.; Wu, X.; Zhang, Y.; Gorospe, M.; Prasanth, S.G.; Lal, A.; et al. Long noncoding RNA malat1 controls cell cycle progression by regulating the expression of oncogenic transcription factor b-myb. PLoS Genet 2013, 9, e1003368. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Ji, P.; Diederichs, S.; Wang, W.; Boing, S.; Metzger, R.; Schneider, P.M.; Tidow, N.; Brandt, B.; Buerger, H.; Bulk, E.; et al. Malat-1, a novel noncoding RNA, and thymosin β4 predict metastasis and survival in early-stage non-small cell lung cancer. Oncogene 2003, 22, 8031–8041. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Zhang, B.; Arun, G.; Mao, Y.S.; Lazar, Z.; Hung, G.; Bhattacharjee, G.; Xiao, X.; Booth, C.J.; Wu, J.; Zhang, C.; et al. The lncRNA malat1 is dispensable for mouse development but its transcription plays a cis-regulatory role in the adult. Cell Rep. 2012, 2, 111–123. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Nakagawa, S.; Ip, J.Y.; Shioi, G.; Tripathi, V.; Zong, X.; Hirose, T.; Prasanth, K.V. Malat1 is not an essential component of nuclear speckles in mice. RNA 2012, 18, 1487–1499. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Gutschner, T.; Hammerle, M.; Eissmann, M.; Hsu, J.; Kim, Y.; Hung, G.; Revenko, A.; Arun, G.; Stentrup, M.; Gross, M.; et al. The noncoding RNA malat1 is a critical regulator of the metastasis phenotype of lung cancer cells. Cancer Res. 2013, 73, 1180–1189. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Li, L.; Chen, H.; Gao, Y.; Wang, Y.W.; Zhang, G.Q.; Pan, S.H.; Ji, L.; Kong, R.; Wang, G.; Jia, Y.H.; et al. Long noncoding RNA malat1 promotes aggressive pancreatic cancer proliferation and metastasis via the stimulation of autophagy. Mol. Cancer Ther. 2016, 15, 2232–2243. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Hacisuleyman, E.; Goff, L.A.; Trapnell, C.; Williams, A.; Henao-Mejia, J.; Sun, L.; McClanahan, P.; Hendrickson, D.G.; Sauvageau, M.; Kelley, D.R.; et al. Topological organization of multichromosomal regions by the long intergenic noncoding RNA firre. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 2014, 21, 198–206. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed][Green Version]

	



Lu, Y.; Liu, X.; Xie, M.; Liu, M.; Ye, M.; Li, M.; Chen, X.M.; Li, X.; Zhou, R. The nf-kappab-responsive long noncoding RNA firre regulates posttranscriptional regulation of inflammatory gene expression through interacting with hnrnpu. J. Immunol. 2017, 199, 3571–3582. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Watanabe, T.; Sato, T.; Amano, T.; Kawamura, Y.; Kawamura, N.; Kawaguchi, H.; Yamashita, N.; Kurihara, H.; Nakaoka, T. Dnm3os, a non-coding RNA, is required for normal growth and skeletal development in mice. Dev. Dyn. 2008, 237, 3738–3748. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Juan, A.H.; Kumar, R.M.; Marx, J.G.; Young, R.A.; Sartorelli, V. Mir-214-dependent regulation of the polycomb protein ezh2 in skeletal muscle and embryonic stem cells. Mol. Cell 2009, 36, 61–74. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed][Green Version]

	



Lian, Y.; Li, Z.; Fan, Y.; Huang, Q.; Chen, J.; Liu, W.; Xiao, C.; Xu, H. The lncRNA-hoxa-as2/ezh2/lsd1 oncogene complex promotes cell proliferation in pancreatic cancer. Am. J. Transl. Res. 2017, 9, 5496–5506. [Google Scholar] [PubMed]

	



Kotzin, J.J.; Spencer, S.P.; McCright, S.J.; Kumar, D.B.U.; Collet, M.A.; Mowel, W.K.; Elliott, E.N.; Uyar, A.; Makiya, M.A.; Dunagin, M.C.; et al. The long non-coding RNA morrbid regulates bim and short-lived myeloid cell lifespan. Nature 2016, 537, 239–243. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Chernova, T.; Murphy, F.A.; Galavotti, S.; Sun, X.M.; Powley, I.R.; Grosso, S.; Schinwald, A.; Zacarias-Cabeza, J.; Dudek, K.M.; Dinsdale, D.; et al. Long-fiber carbon nanotubes replicate asbestos-induced mesothelioma with disruption of the tumor suppressor gene cdkn2a (ink4a/arf). Curr. Biol. 2017, 27, 3302–3314e6. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Witwer, K.W.; Sisk, J.M.; Gama, L.; Clements, J.E. MicroRNA regulation of ifn-β protein expression: Rapid and sensitive modulation of the innate immune response. J. Immunol. 2010, 184, 2369–2376. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Yang, H.; Kong, W.; He, L.; Zhao, J.J.; O'Donnell, J.D.; Wang, J.; Wenham, R.M.; Coppola, D.; Kruk, P.A.; Nicosia, S.V.; et al. MicroRNA expression profiling in human ovarian cancer: Mir-214 induces cell survival and cisplatin resistance by targeting pten. Cancer Res. 2008, 68, 425–433. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Alimirah, F.; Peng, X.; Gupta, A.; Yuan, L.; Welsh, J.; Cleary, M.; Mehta, R.G. Crosstalk between the vitamin d receptor (vdr) and mir-214 in regulating sufu, a hedgehog pathway inhibitor in breast cancer cells. Exp. Cell Res. 2016, 349, 15–22. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Yildirim, E.; Kirby, J.E.; Brown, D.E.; Mercier, F.E.; Sadreyev, R.I.; Scadden, D.T.; Lee, J.T. Xist RNA is a potent suppressor of hematologic cancer in mice. Cell 2013, 152, 727–742. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Arun, G.; Diermeier, S.; Akerman, M.; Chang, K.C.; Wilkinson, J.E.; Hearn, S.; Kim, Y.; MacLeod, A.R.; Krainer, A.R.; Norton, L.; et al. Differentiation of mammary tumors and reduction in metastasis upon malat1 lncRNA loss. Genes Dev. 2016, 30, 34–51. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Feinberg, A.P.; Koldobskiy, M.A.; Gondor, A. Epigenetic modulators, modifiers and mediators in cancer aetiology and progression. Nat. Rev. Genet. 2016, 17, 284–299. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Husain, A.N.; Krausz, T. Morphological alterations of serous membranes of the mediastinum in reactive and neoplastic settings. In Pathology of the Mediastinum; Marchevsky, A.M., Wick, M., Eds.; Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK, 2014. [Google Scholar]

	



Alley, E.W.; Lopez, J.; Santoro, A.; Morosky, A.; Saraf, S.; Piperdi, B.; van Brummelen, E. Clinical safety and activity of pembrolizumab in patients with malignant pleural mesothelioma (keynote-028): Preliminary results from a non-randomised, open-label, phase 1b trial. Lancet Oncol. 2017, 18, 623–630. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Andre, M.; Felley-Bosco, E. Heme oxygenase-1 induction by endogenous nitric oxide: Influence of intracellular glutathione. FEBS Lett. 2003, 546, 223–227. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Sidi, R.; Pasello, G.; Opitz, I.; Soltermann, A.; Tutic, M.; Rehrauer, H.; Weder, W.; Stahel, R.A.; Felley-Bosco, E. Induction of senescence markers after neo-adjuvant chemotherapy of malignant pleural mesothelioma and association with clinical outcome: An exploratory analysis. Eur. J. Cancer 2011, 47, 326–332. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Shi, Y.; Moura, U.; Opitz, I.; Soltermann, A.; Rehrauer, H.; Thies, S.; Weder, W.; Stahel, R.A.; Felley-Bosco, E. Role of hedgehog signaling in malignant pleural mesothelioma. Clin. Cancer Res. 2012, 18, 4646–4656. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]








[image: Ijms 19 01163 g001 550] 





Figure 1. Overlap of the differentially expressed non-coding genes (more than 2-fold change, p < 0.01) in crocidolite-exposed vs. sham (asb over sham) and crocidolite-exposed with tumors vs. crocidolite-exposed (asbtum over asb) comparisons visualized as a Venn diagram. 
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Figure 2. Fendrr is overexpressed in mice mesothelioma and associates with epithelial histotype commitment in human mesothelioma. (a) q-PCR of Fendrr expression was performed in sham, crocidolite-exposed mice without malignant tumors. Mean ± SE, N = 5–8 mice. * p < 0.05, Mann–Whitney test. (b) FENDRR gene expression analysis in tumor samples from nine patients for whom tissue is available at different time points during the progression of the disease. Mean ± SD, N = 3. 
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Figure 3. Non-coding RNAs contribute to mesothelioma heterogeneity. “Oncoprint” analysis performed using cBioportal of selected ncRNAs and five tumor suppressor genes frequently mutated in mesothelioma. 
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Table 1. Selected non-coding RNA more than 2-fold upregulated in murine mesothelioma compared to inflamed crocidolite-exposed mesothelium.
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	Gene Name
	Type
	p-Value
	FDR
	Chromosome Location (GRCm38.p5)
	Human Ortholog
	Upregulation in Crocidolite vs. Sham





	Fendrr
	Divergent lincRNA, nuclear
	1.94 × 10−15
	1.4 × 10−14
	Chromosome 8: 121,054,882-121,083,110
	yes
	no



	Gm26902
	lincRNA
	1.16 × 10−9
	4.91 × 10−9
	Chromosome 19: 34,474,808-34,481,546
	no
	no



	Gm17501
	lincRNA
	3.84 × 10−5
	8.33 × 10−5
	Chromosome 3: 145,650,312-145,677,580
	no
	no



	Meg3
	lincRNA
	7.97 × 10−5
	0.0001805
	Chromosome 12: 109,541,001-109,571,726
	yes
	no



	miR 17-92 cluster
	lincRNA
	7.02 × 10−10
	3.05 × 10−9
	Chromosome 14: 115,042,879-115,046,727
	yes
	no



	Dio3os
	antisense
	0.003026
	0.005339
	Chromosome 12: 110,275,384-110,278,068
	yes
	yes



	Dubr
	linRNA, nuclear
	9.36 × 10−7
	2.79 × 10−6
	Chromosome 16: 50,719,294-50,732,773
	yes
	yes



	Malat1
	antisense, nuclear
	6.09 × 10−7
	1.86 × 10−6
	Chromosome 19: 5,795,690-5,802,672
	yes
	no



	Dnm3os
	antisense
	2.26 × 10−16
	1.87 × 10−15
	Chromosome 1: 162,217,623-162,225,550
	yes
	no



	Hoxaas2
	antisense
	5.73 × 10−7
	1.76 × 10−6
	Chromosome 6: 52,165,674-52,169,564
	yes
	no



	Firre
	lincRNA, nuclear
	4.09 × 10−7
	1.28 × 10−6
	Chromosome X: 50,555,744-50,635,321
	yes
	no



	Morrbid
	nuclear
	1.18 × 10−7
	3.92 × 10−7
	Chromosome 2: 128,178,319-128,502,765
	yes
	yes



	miRlet7b
	miRNA
	0.000884
	0.001697
	Chromosome 15: 85,707,319-85,707,403
	yes
	no



	Mir214
	mirRNA
	1.08 × 10−5
	2.78 × 10−5
	Chromosome 1: 162,223,368-162,223,477
	yes
	no
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