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Abstract: Experimental heat transfer equipment with a buried tube granular bed was set up for
waste heat recovery of flue gas. The effects of flue gas inlet temperature (1096.65-1286.45 K) and
cooling water flow rate (2.6-5.1 m/h) were studied through experiment and computational fluid
dynamics’ (CFD) method. On the basis of logarithmic mean temperature difference method, the total
heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed was used to characterize its heat transfer performance.
Experimental results showed that the waste heat recovery rate of the equipment exceeded 72%.
An increase in the cooling water flow rate and inlet gas temperature was beneficial to recovering
waste heat. The cooling water flow rate increases from 2.6 m3/h to 5.1 m3/h and the recovery rate of
waste heat increases by 1.9%. Moreover, the heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed increased by
4.4% and the inlet gas temperature increased from 1096.65 K to 1286.45 K. The recovery rate of waste
heat increased by 1.7% and the heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed rose by 26.6%. Therefore,
experimental correlations between the total heat transfer coefficient of a granular bed and the cooling
water flow rate and inlet temperature of dusty gas were proposed. The CFD method was used to
simulate the heat transfer in the granular bed, and the effect of gas temperature on the heat transfer
coefficient of granular bed was studied. Results showed that the relative error was less than 2%.

Keywords: heat transfer; waste heat recovery; dusty flue gas; granular bed; buried tubes

1. Introduction

Granular beds are extensively used in the metallurgical industry, environmental protection,
and other fields given their simple structure, convenient operation, and strong environmental
adaptability. The reaction heat inside the bed can be moved out effectively by using buried tubes.
Heat transfer process is complex and affects the normal operation of granular beds importantly.
Numerous studies have been conducted on the heat transfer process in granular beds.

Nasr et al. [1] used air as the working medium to study the influence of filling particle diameter
and heat transfer coefficient of the heat transfer process in granular beds. Their results showed that
small particles indicate improved heat transfer performance of a granular bed. Pivem et al. [2] used
a granular layer as a porous medium to establish a model and studied the influence of porosity,
Reynolds number, and other factors on the heat transfer process by using a two-energy equation
model. In engineering practice, the random accumulation of particles explains the difference in bed
porosity in various locations. Zumbrunnen et al. [3] designed an equipment to measure thermal
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conductance for several packed beds over a wide temperature range, and the thermal conductance
of packed beds increased with the temperature difference across the bed thickness. Ram et al. [4]
developed a simple numerical method to determine the interparticle radiation heat transfer in granular
bed, which can handle large numbers of surfaces without involving matrix inversion and independent
of coordinate system. Shen et al. [5] studied the heat transfer performance of a parallel flow heat
exchanger. Their results showed that the heat transfer efficiency of a parallel flow heat exchanger is
between 95% and 98% and is affected by a pulsation phenomenon caused by a small tube diameter.
Thus, further research is required to determine the appropriate heat transfer tube diameter to eliminate
the influence of the pulsation phenomenon. Zhang et al. [6] studied the influence of vertical buried
tubes on heat transfer in a large-particle fluidized bed. Their results showed that the average heat
transfer coefficient in the circumferential direction of the vertical buried tube remains stable after the
fluidization speed reaches the bubble speed, and the heat transfer coefficient in the lateral direction
of the horizontal buried tube with the same diameter is approximately 20% higher than that under
the same condition. Royston [7] conducted experiments to investigate the heat transfer of gas—solid
two-phase mixtures flowing through a column granular bed vertically under the adiabatic wall
conditions. The experimental results showed a significant enhancement of heat transfer in comparison
with single gas phase conditions. Doherty et al. [8] conducted experiments to investigate the heat
transfer coefficient of a horizontal smooth tube immersed in a gas-liquid bed and the results showed
that the heat transfer coefficient of the gas and liquid phase decreases at first as the outer diameter
of tube is increased but increases as the diameter is further increased. Zhang and Wang [9] studied
the heat transfer for a fluidized granular bed air receiver experimentally and numerically with a
non-uniform energy flux and the fluidization occurs inside cylindrical metal and quartz glass tubes
and a numerical model was established to study the fluidized heat transport inside the quartz tube.
Cong et al. [10] obtained the total heat transfer coefficient through logarithmic mean temperature
difference method and conducted an experimental study on the heat transfer of a gas—solid two-phase
mixture. Grewal and Saxena [10] analyzed the effects of particle size, shape, density, and specific
heat; tube size; bed depth; heat flux density; and distributor design on the heat transfer coefficient by
measuring serval particles. The experimental results showed that the heat transfer coefficient increases
with the increasing of gas velocity and decreases with the further increase and the turning point is
0.5 m/s. Yin et al. [11] conducted an experimental study on the heat transfer characteristics of dusty
gas through buried tubes in a granular bed. Their study utilized a solid corundum ball as the filtration
medium and analyzed the influence of dust concentration and flue gas velocity on the bed temperature
distribution through a comprehensive heat transfer coefficient of the bed. The experimental correlations
between the bed heat transfer coefficient and dust concentration and flue gas velocity were proposed.
Yin et al. [12] proposed an ammonia absorption cooling and heating dual-supply system based on
off-peak electricity heat storage. This system can use the waste heat of flue gas for heating and cooling
instead of off-peak electricity. Chen et al. [13] studied the collection mechanism and heat-transfer
characteristics of a packed granular filter by using a three-dimensional randomly packed granular
filter model.

In the present work, vertical heat exchange tubes were arranged in a granular bed with 3-5-mm
hollow corundum balls as filler particles to reduce heat storage. The total heat transfer coefficient of
the granular bed was used to characterize the heat transfer capability of the particle bed, and the heat
transfer experimental equipment was built. The experiments were conducted at 1073.15 K, and the
influence of inlet gas temperature and cooling water flow rate on the heat transfer process was studied.
The temperature distribution in the bed was simulated through the computational fluid dynamics’
(CFD) method, and the simulation results were compared with the experimental results.

2. Mathematical Model

The heat transfer process for a granular bed with buried tubes is complex [14]. This process includes
the convection heat transfer between high-temperature flue gas and filled particles, heat transfer
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within filled particles, heat transfer between gas films on a particle surface, heat transfer between
contact particles and air film, heat transfer between particles and tube walls, heat transfer within the
tube wall, and the convection heat transfer of the cooling water inside a tube wall. To simplify the
calculation process, an equivalent heat transfer coefficient method of a particle bed is used on the basis
of logarithmic mean temperature difference formula. Macroscopically, the heat in high-temperature
gas is exchanged with cooling water through the filling particles and heat exchange tubes. This formula
is expressed as follows [15]:

Q = A AT = Cm(tw,out - tw,z‘n)- (1)

The total heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed refers to the comprehensive heat transfer
coefficient between high-temperature flue gas and cooling water. The influencing factors include the
convective heat transfer coefficient of the inner and outer surfaces of the buried tube, the thermal
conductivity of the buried tube, and the heat transfer characteristics.

The logarithmic mean temperature difference [16] is defined as follows:

bax = tg,in - tw,in (2)

bin = tg,out - tw,out (3)
t —tui

AT = ( max t mm) (4)
i (72

The total heat exchange area is the sum of the total surface area of the heat exchange tubes and the
surface area of the filled particles; this area can be expressed as follows:

Ay = nrdl + 25 x 4n?. ®)
nmg

The formula for the total heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed is presented as follows:

CTh(tw,out - tw,in)

[nndl + n% X 4711'2]AT

(6)

hy =

3. Experimental Design

The buried tube granular bed heat transfer experimental equipment included a cooling water
pipeline system, a buried tube granular bed heat exchanger, a secondary heat exchanger, a granular
bed system, and a programmable logic controller (PLC) control panel system. The equipment is
illustrated in Figure 1. The combustion air and the gas in the combustion chamber were ignited by an
electronic igniter to reach the experimental temperature. The high-temperature gas flowed through
the buried tube granular bed and secondary heat exchangers, exchanged heat with the buried tube in
the heat exchanger, and then discharged. Armored thermocouples and sensors were set between the
cooling water inlet and outlet, the flue gas inlet and outlet, and the granular bed and secondary heat
exchangers. The real-time cooling water flow rate, bed pressure drop, and temperatures of flue gas
and cooling water were measured by the PLC control panel system.

The buried tube granular bed and secondary heat exchangers had a square structure, with section
sizes of 1120 x 1000 and 1200 x 450 mm, respectively. The diameter of the heat exchange tube was
32 mm, and the thickness of the tube wall was 3 mm. To improve the heat transfer process in the buried
tube granular bed heat exchanger, 60 tubes were arranged in a staggered way, for a total of 8 rows,
as depicted in Figure 2.
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Figure 1. Schematic of the experimental flow and location of measuring points.
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Figure 2. Schematic of the arrangement of heat exchange tubes.

4. Experiment and Result Analysis

Filled particles were added to the designed thickness, and an experiment was performed to study
the heat transfer process. Moreover, the influences of gas temperature and cooling water flow rate on
heat transfer were studied.

4.1. Analysis of Heat Transfer Experimental Results

The experiment was conducted at 1073.15 K. The environmental air temperature was 318.15 K,
and the cooling water flow rate was 4.5 m3/h. The flue gas temperature, cooling water temperature,
bed pressure drop, and waste heat recovery rate are demonstrated in Figure 3. The temperatures of
flue gas and cooling water remained stable, thereby indicating that the equipment operated stably.
At the initial stage of the experiment, the heat storage of the corundum particles was incomplete,
and the waste heat recovery rate of the equipment increased gradually. After 100 min, the heat storage
of the particles was completed, and the recovery of waste heat stabilized gradually, at more than 72%.
The bed pressure drop initially rose slowly and remained stable. At 520-550 min, 35 kg of particles
were slowly and uniformly discharged, while the bed pressure drop decreased from 2000 Pa to 700 Pa.

4.2. Influence of Inlet Flue Gas Temperature on Waste Heat Recovery

After the stable operation of the equipment, the combustion air and gas flow were adjusted to
change the inlet gas temperature. The cooling water flow rate was 4.5 m3/h. The waste heat recovery
rate of the equipment and the heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed are plotted in Figure 4.

The results show that the inlet flue gas temperature increased from 1096.65 to 1286.45 K, and the
waste heat recovery rate of the equipment increased by 1.7% with the increase in the heat transfer
coefficient of the granular bed by 26.6%. The heat of the gas brought into the equipment increased with
the inlet gas temperature. The waste heat recovery rate of the equipment and the heat transfer coefficient



Energies 2020, 13, 3589

50f12

of the granular bed also increased gradually and remained stable after the inlet gas temperature

reached a critical value.

In Figure 4b, the variation curve of the heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed was fitted,
and the experimental correlation formula was proposed as follows:
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Figure 3. Variation curves of heat exchange in the buried tube granular bed. (a) Variation curve of flue

gas temperature. (b) Variation curve of cooling water temperature. (c) Variation curve of waste heat

recovery rate. (d) Variation curve of bed pressure drop.
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Figure 4. Influence curves of flue gas temperature on heat transfer. (a) Influence on waste heat recovery.
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4.3. Influence of Cooling Water Flow on Waste Heat Recovery

After the stable operation of the experimental equipment, the cooling water pipeline valve was
manually adjusted to change the cooling water flow rate. The flue gas inlet temperature was 1093.15 K
and the flue gas flow was 350 Nm?/h. The initial cooling water flow rate was 2.6 m3/h. The influence
curve of the waste heat recovery rate is exhibited in Figure 5.
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Figure 5. Influence curves of cooling water flow on waste heat recovery. (a) Influence on the recovery
rate of waste heat. (b) Influence on the heat transfer coefficient.

The experimental results showed that the recovery of waste heat and the heat transfer coefficient
of the granular bed increased with the cooling water flow rate. The cooling water flow increased from
2.6 m3/h to 5.1 m3/h, and the waste heat recovery rate of the equipment increased by 1.9% with the
increase in the heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed by 4.4%. The increase in the cooling water
flow rate promoted the convection between the cooling water inside the heat exchange tube and the
tube wall. Thus, the total heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed and heat transfer process was
promoted. In accordance with the experimental data displayed in Figure 5b, the changing curve of the
heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed was fitted, and the experimental correlation formula was

obtained as follows:
36.69

T 797434¢21 1 10.78

kit + 60.92. 8)

5. Numerical Simulation and Analysis

The CFD method was adopted to build a grid model using the Integrated Computer Engineering
and Manufacturing (ICEM), and the grid was imported into Fluent for related settings. The granular
layer was handled as a porous medium. At present, the equivalent heat transfer coefficient of porous
media is generally calculated by the macroscopic induction method to study the heat transfer process
of porous media. The Nikitin equation considering the influence of solid particle contact thermal
resistance, gas thermal conductivity, and radiation heat transfer was used in this paper. The Nikitin
equation is expressed as follows:

k
ke = kg|143.91(1 - (p)kg-llnk—s][l +
8

7o L 055771 | 3460T°B3pés + (1~ )&]
pstpg'd 1+(1-¢)(1-&)

+k 9

The fluent porous medium model was used to conduct the simulation, with the relevant parameters
listed in Table 1. The hydraulic diameter and turbulence intensity were determined by the size of tubes
in the bed. The viscous resistance coefficient and the inertial resistance coefficient of porous media
were determined by Ergun equation. The thermal conductivity of porous media was determined by
the Nikitin equation, with the relevant parameters listed in Table 1.



Energies 2020, 13, 3589 7 of 12

Table 1. Fluent simulation parameter setting.

Parameter/Unit Value
Hydraulic diameter/mm 16
Turbulence intensity/% 13
Material equivalent diameter/mm 5
Viscous resistance coefficient of porous media 4551.54
Inertial resistance coefficient of porous media 18,148.15
Thermal conductivity of porous media/W/(m?-K) 39.59

To verify the grid independence, three grid sizes in the same simulation conditions were set up in
this work. The inlet gas temperature was 800 K and the velocity was 1.5 m/s. The cooling water inlet
temperature was 300 K and the total flow rate was 0.86 m3/s. The grid independence verification is
shown in Table 2. The errors of the three grid sizes were less than 3%, which indicated that the grid
independence was verified.

Table 2. Grid independence verification.

Grid Sizes Inlet Gas Temperature/K Outlet Gas Temperature/K Relative Error/%
80,342 800 665.32
2,764,566 800 664.21 1.67
4,537,529 800 663.83 2.25

To analyze the temperature distribution in the granular bed intuitively, three planes were taken in
the radial and vertical directions of the particle bed, as presented in Figure 6.

Figure 6. Schematic of the section position of the granular bed.

5.1. Heat Transfer under Different Inlet Flue Gas Temperatures

The inlet flue gas temperatures were adjusted and other experimental conditions were provided
as follows: The inlet flue gas velocity was 1.5 m/s; the cooling water flow rate in a single heat exchange
tube was 0.025 m/s, that is, the overall cooling water flow rate was 4.3 m3/h; and the inlet water
temperature was 300 K. The simulation results of the temperature distribution in the granular bed are
illustrated in Figure 7. The heat transfer coefficient and waste heat recovery rate of the granular bed
heat exchanger with changes in inlet flue gas temperature were calculated using Tecplot, as depicted in
Figure 8. The flue gas brought more heat into the bed, and the total heat transfer coefficient and the
waste heat recovery rate of the bed increased to different degrees with the increase in the inlet flue gas
temperature. The increasing trend slowed down with the rise in the inlet flue gas temperature, and the
heat transfer process in the bed remained stable after reaching the critical value.
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Figure 7. Temperature distribution under different inlet flue gas temperatures in granular bed. (a) Inlet
flue gas temperature was 1100 K. (b) Inlet flue gas temperature was 1150 K. (c) Inlet flue gas temperature
was 1200 K. (d) Inlet flue gas temperature was 1250 K
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Figure 8. Influence of flue gas temperature on the heat transfer in granular bed. (a) Influence on the
waste heat recovery rate. (b) Influence on the heat transfer coefficient.

To analyze the difference between the experimental and simulation results, the effect of flue
gas temperature on the heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed was studied. The temperatures
of the inlet flue gas were 1100, 1150, 1200, and 1250 K and the speed of inlet flue gas was 1.5 m/s.
The flow rate of the cooling water was 4.3 m%/h and the temperature of the inlet cooling water was
300 K. The comparison curves between the experimental and simulated results of the granular bed
heat transfer change with the inlet flue gas temperature are plotted in Figure 9.

The relative errors of the heat transfer coefficient and the waste heat recovery were less than 2%,
thereby indicating that the simulation and experimental results were reasonable.
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Figure 9. Comparison of experimental and simulation results. (a) The influence of gas temperature on
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Figure 10. Temperature distribution under different cooling water flow rates. (a). Cooling water flow
rate was 2.6 m3/h. (b) Cooling water flow rate was 3.5 m3/h. (c) Cooling water flow rate was 4.3 m3/h.
(d) Cooling water flow rate was 5.2 m3/h. (e) Cooling water flow rate was 6.1 m3/h.
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5.2. Heat Transfer under Different Cooling Water Flow Rates

The cooling water flow rate was adjusted and the other experimental conditions were presented
as follows: The inlet flue gas temperature was 1200 K, the inlet flue gas velocity was 1.5 m/s, and the
inlet cooling water temperature was 300 K. The simulation results are demonstrated in Figure 10.

The heat transfer coefficient and waste heat recovery rate of the granular bed heat exchanger
with changes in inlet flue gas temperature were calculated using Tecplot, as exhibited in Figure 11.
The increase in the cooling water flow rate slightly promoted the heat transfer in the bed, and the
increasing trend slowed down with the rise in the cooling water flow rate. After reaching the critical
value, the heat transfer process in the bed remained stable.
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Figure 11. Influence of cooling water flow rate on the heat transfer in granular bed. (a) Influence on the
waste heat recovery rate. (b) Influence on the heat transfer coefficient.

6. Conclusions

A buried tube granular bed with 3-5-mm hollow corundum balls as filler particles was developed
to reduce heat storage. The experiment was performed at 1073.15 K, and the main conclusions are
presented as follows:

(1) The experimental equipment operated stably at 1073.15 K. The waste heat recovery rate increased
gradually when the heat and the recovery rate stored in the particles stabilized at higher than
72% after storage.

(2) The waste heat recovery rate of the equipment increased by 1.7%, and the heat transfer coefficient
of the granular bed increased by 26.6% with the variation in the inlet gas temperature from
1096.65 K to 1286.45 K. The experimental correlation of the heat transfer coefficient of the granular
bed with the inlet gas temperature was proposed.

(3) The waste heat recovery rate of the equipment increased by 1.9%, and the heat transfer coefficient
of the granular bed increased by 4.4% with the variation in the cooling water flow rate from
2.6 m3/h to 5.1 m3/h. The experimental correlation of the heat transfer coefficient of the granular
bed with the cooling water flow rate was proposed. With the increase of cooling water flow rate
and flue gas inlet temperature, the increase rate of waste heat recovery rate and heat transfer
coefficient of granular bed slowed down.

(4) The heat transfer in the granular bed was simulated. The influence of gas temperature on the
heat transfer in the granular bed was studied, and the relative error between the experimental
and simulation results was less than 2%.
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Nomenclature

Name Significance

Iy Total heat transfer coefficient of the granular bed, W/(m?-K)

Apt Total heat transfer area, m?

AT Logarithmic mean temperature difference, K

c Specific heat capacity of cooling water, J/(kg-K)

m Cooling water mass flow rate, kg/s

tw,in Temperature of inlet cooling water, K

tw,out Temperature of outlet cooling water, K

tein Inlet gas temperature, K

teout Outlet gas temperature, K

n Number of heat exchange tubes in the granular bed

d Diameter of heat exchange tubes, m

1 Length of a single heat exchange tube, m

m Total mass of the filled particles in the granular bed, kg

my Mass of a single filled particle, kg

r Radius of a single filled particle, m

o Blackbody radiation constant, W/ (mz-K4)

ke Contact thermal resistance between particles, m2-K/W

&g Gas blackness in porous media

Ps Density of particles, kg/m?

r Radius of a single filled particle, m
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