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Abstract: Temperature is one of the most important factors significantly affecting damage detection
performance in civil engineering. A new method called the Adaptive Bandwidth Filter Algorithm
(ABFA) is proposed in this paper to separate the temperature effect from quasi-static long-term
structural health monitoring data. The Adaptive Bandwidth Filter Algorithm (ABFA) is referred to
as an algorithm of automatically adjusting the frequency bandwidth filter via the particle swarm
optimization (PSO) algorithm. Considering the obvious multi-scale feature of the collected data
of civil structure, the acquired time series are divided into different time scales (for example, day,
month, year, etc.), and these scales in the frequency domain correspond to the center frequencies of
the adaptive bandwidth filter. The temperature effect on structure responses across different time
scales is thereafter explored by adaptively adjusting the frequency bandwidth of the filter based
on the known center frequencies of different scales. The relationship between the temperature and
the structure responses is established through statistical regression facilitated by sufficient in situ
monitoring data. Simulation and experiment results show the very promising performance of the
proposed algorithm and decouple the temperature effect accurately from the contaminated data; thus
an enhanced capability of damage detection is achieved.

Keywords: damage detection; temperature effect; multi-scale analysis; adaptive bandwidth filter;
statistical regression

1. Introduction

In the last few years, the static measurement of changes in structural responses has
become an important method in the field of health monitoring of civil engineering struc-
tures, as a number of structural properties such as mass and stiffness directly influence
structural responses. For most applications, the measured quantities are typically dis-
placements or strains, and no matter what physical quantities are measured, the data
acquisition process is subject to changing environmental and operational conditions. For
continuous evaluation of the actual health conditions of structures, only long periods of in
situ observations seem to give trustable and sustainable information. Due to the fact that
measurements are obtained during long-term day-to-day operation, the collected data are
contaminated by all types of variability from a huge amount of sources, including changes
in environmental conditions, loading, slow concrete shrinkage and inevitable testing noise
and errors. As a matter of fact, field tests have suggested that the influence of changing
environmental conditions contributes the most, which is often larger than or comparable
to the effect of structural damages in structural responses [1–4]. As a result, structural
damage cannot be reliably identified directly using long-term collected signals without
appropriate processing.
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For example, among all the possible environmental factors that affect structural re-
sponses significantly, temperature is a very important one being actively investigated [5,6].
Farrar et al. [6] conducted vibration tests on the I-40 Bridge by cutting one of the bridge gird-
ers at four damage levels and concluded that damage could not be detected directly through
the measured frequencies because the ambient temperature induces a large variation in the
bridge’s dynamic characteristics.

When multiple environmental parameters are involved, several kinds of regression
and interpolation methods have been used to separate environmental influences through
statistical models. The first type of statistical methods is to use linear models for regression
such as static linear regression, which can be directly used to relate measured character-
istics to the corresponding environmental conditions [7,8]. Sohn et al. [9] also adopt a
linear filter between temperature inputs and frequency to capture the variation of the
frequency response to temperature. The second type of statistical method is to use a dy-
namic or nonlinear mode for regression [10–12], such as the Auto-Regressive output and
eXogenous input method (ARX) [10] and the principal component analysis method [11].
Other methods include building a regression model after decomposing the signals, such as
wavelet transform [13–15]. When a new signal is reconstructed from the wavelet coefficients
which correspond to the temperature effect, regression and interpolation methods may be
employed to separate temperature influence.

There are also methods proposed to eliminate the influence of changing environmental
conditions in the case when temperature is not measured [16–23]. The singular value
decomposition method and the auto-associative neural network method have been applied
to implicitly model the underlying relationship between environmental variables and
damage-sensitive features. Fritzen et al. [16] adopted the subspace-based identification
method for temperature compensation. For extracting features not only sensitive to damage
but also insensitive to environmental variations from the collected signals, Manson et al. [17]
conducted principal component analysis to project the original feature space onto a reduced
feature space, and identified damage by means of novel detection methods. Changxi Yang
and Yang Liu [18] adopted principal component analysis to eliminate the environmental
effects on natural frequencies considering nonlinearity. William Soo Lon Wah and Yining
Xia [19] proposed a method to eliminate the effects of outlier measurements based on a
multiple-regression model and smaller levels of damage have been identified. Yansong
Diao et al. [20] conducted singular spectrum analysis to transform a measured frequency
sequence into several independent components, and the impact of variable environmental
situations can be eliminated by re-selecting suitable components. Numerical simulation
and experiment are used to validate the proposed method.

Despite the many methods available to separate temperature effect, there are other
factors that will affect long-term measurements and cause poor separation of temperature
effects, such as changing environmental conditions, loading, slow concrete shrinkage
and inevitable testing errors. The procedure of the recent method includes the following:
firstly, daily and yearly scales are used for temperature, and the frequency of changes in
temperature are obtained. Secondly, based on the fact that the center frequencies of day
temperature and year temperature are fixed in the frequency domain, the precision of
the temperate separation algorithm depends on the selected frequency bounds of each
filter group. However, the frequency bounds are difficult to choose manually due to the
influences of other factors, such as testing errors. Therefore, the particle swarm optimization
(PSO) algorithm [24–26] is adopted to adjust the filter frequency bandwidths of different
temperature types adaptively to separate the temperature effect more accurately. Finally,
an Adaptive Bandwidth Filter Algorithm (ABFA) is proposed to decouple the temperature
effect from continuous static monitoring data of civil structures in this work.

The paper is organized as follows: a review of algorithms used to eliminate or separate
temperature-induced changes in structural responses is summarized in Section 1. The
ABFA is discussed in detail in Section 2. In Section 3, the ABFA is applied to simulate data
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with testing noise. The results of the application are shown in Section 4, and Section 5
summarizes the paper and draws conclusions are at the end.

2. Algorithm of the Adaptive Bandwidth Filter
2.1. Model and Algorithm

During the long-term health monitoring processes, changes in structural static re-
sponse δD(t) and temperature signal δT(t) can be treated as combinations of the follow-
ing effects:

δD(t) = δDT(t) + δDP(t) + δDC(t) + δDD(t) + δDR(t) (1)

δT(t) = δT D(t) + δT F(t) + δTY(t) (2)

where δDT(t) is the response change caused by temperature, named the temperature effect
(TE); δDP(t) is the loading effect; δDC(t) is the slow shrinkage of concrete effect; δDD(t)
is the structural damage effect; and δDR(t) is the testing error effect. δTD(t) is the day
temperature changes; δTF(t) is an abrupt temperature drop; and δTY(t) is the year tempera-
ture changes. Therefore, the temperature effects corresponding to day temperature effect,
abrupt temperature drop and year temperature effect can be named DTE, ATE and YTE,
respectively. Moreover, the temperature of a structure can be described by global tempera-
ture and section temperature. The global temperature represents the overall temperature
change of the structure. The section temperature represents the different temperatures at
different positions on the cross-section of the structural component. Therefore, the day
temperature effect can be divided further into the global day temperature effect (GDTE)
and the section day temperature effect (SDTE).

From Equations (1) and (2), it can be seen that a collected static-state signal is a com-
bination of numerous types of different effects; thus it is impossible to directly separate
temperature effect from any measured signals. For example, Figure 1 shows the environ-
mental temperature and deflection of a bridge in China for one year sampled once every
two hours, and the corresponding power spectra as functions of frequency are plotted in
Figure 2. The correlation coefficient between temperature and displacement is evaluated
to be greater than 0.87, indicating that the temperature is a major environmental factor
influencing the structural static condition. However, there are many other factors also
contributing to non-damage-induced changes in structures, which ought to be filtered as
well. Due to the multi-scale characteristics of the static-state monitoring data [17], the tem-
perature effect is not coupled with other effects in the same time scale; thus it is possible to
use multi-scale analysis techniques to extract signals whose time scales are corresponding to
δTD(t), δTF(t) and δTY(t), respectively, to regress temperature effect features more accuracy.
Furthermore, damage-induced structural static response changes can be determined using
low-pass filtering and the established temperature effect features.
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Figure 1. Static-based signal in time history collected in one year. (a) Temperature; (b) displacement.
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Figure 2. The amplitude spectrum of the collected signal in Figure 1. (a) Temperature; (b) displacement.

To extract signals on a different time scale, the collected temperature and structural
response data are filtered using band-pass filter groups, and therefore the design of the
filters becomes the critical point to determine the precision of the decoupled signal. Thus,
the problem can be expressed as selecting the optimal bandwidths of the filter groups to
achieve the maximum accuracy of the separated signals. Due to the aforementioned non-
linear influences of other factors except for temperature, choosing the bandwidths becomes
a tough problem, and a well-designed optimization and parameter updating process is
necessary. Because DTE is caused by sunrise and sunset every day and YTE is due to
seasonal change, center frequencies of these two temperature effects can be determinate at
the beginning, as shown in Figure 2.

According to the linear relationship between temperature and temperature-caused
response in linear elastic structural deformation when a structure is subject to only slow
temperature variation, the linear coefficient between them is used as the criterion to decide
the extraction precision; that is, the objective function of the optimization process is the
minimum error of temperature and structure response filtered using filter groups. Thus,
the fitness function is expressed as:

argmin
{a,b}

{
k

∑
j=1

n

∑
i=1

∣∣∣Yi
y − (âyjTi

yj + b̂yj)
∣∣∣+ k

∑
j=1

n

∑
i=1

∣∣∣Yi
d − (âdjTi

dj + b̂dj)
∣∣∣} (3)

where subscripts y and d represent the filter groups corresponding to day temperature effect
(DTE) and year temperature effect (YTE); k is the total number of temperature sensors; n is
the total number of collected signals; Y and T are the filtered displacement and temperature
signal, respectively, obtained from taking the measured displacement and temperature sig-
nal passing through the two filter groups; ây =

{
ây1, ây2, · · · , âyk

}
, b̂y =

{
b̂y1, b̂y2, · · · , b̂yk

}
are the regression coefficients of Y; âd = {âd1, âd2, · · · , âdk}, b̂d =

{
b̂d1, b̂d2, · · · , b̂dk

}
are the

regression coefficients of T; and |•| represents the absolute value. If there are too many
temperature sensors in the same bridge, the quantity of regression coefficients ây, b̂y, âd, b̂d
is quite large. In order to avoid ill-conditioned numerical problems in the regression, the
principal component analysis technique should be conducted to reduce the number of
temperature data [11].

Because DTE is caused by sunrise and sunset every day, daily temperature changes are
more intense and the center frequency of DTE is higher. Similarly, because YTE is due to
seasonal change, yearly temperature changes are slower and the center frequency of YTE is
lower. Because the center frequency of YTE and DTE can be determined beforehand, the up-
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per and lower frequency bounds of each filter group are employed as updating parameters.
To satisfy the physics, parameter updating is constrained in the following range:

0 ≤ f y
l < f y

c ,
f y
c < f y

u < f d
c

f y
c < f d

l < f d
c

f d
c < f d

u < f d

(4)

where superscript y and d represent year and day filter groups, respectively; subscripts l, c
and u are the pass, center and stop frequencies, respectively; and f d is the upper frequency
of the day filter group and is valued as 1 in this work.

In conclusion, the rationality of frequency bounds of each filter group directly affects
the estimation accuracy of regression coefficients. In order to automatically adjust the
frequency bandwidth filter, particle swarm optimization (PSO) is introduced. The PSO
algorithm was originally proposed by Kennedy and Eberhart as a simulation method of
social behaviors. A detailed description on the technology is given in Refs. [24–26] and
only a brief outline is presented here for clarity of explanation.

Initially, a swarm of individuals known as particles is randomly established and each
individual represents an updating parameter. Its performance is evaluated through a
predefined fitness function, and then the population is evolved into the next generation
through the repositioning of its individuals. In the evolution from one generation to the
next, the swarm is updated by the following equations:{

vid(t + 1) = wvid(t) + c1r1(pid − zid(t)) + c2r2(pgd − zid(t))
zid(t + 1) = zid(t) + vid(t + 1)

(5)

where vid represents the velocity of the ith particle in the dth dimension, vid ∈ [−vmax, vmax];
vmax is the maximum velocity, which is a non-negative constant; t is an iteration counter; r1
and r2 are two random numbers in [0, 1]; w is the inertia weight; c1 and c2 are acceleration
coefficients; pid and pgd are the best positions encountered by the ith particle and the whole
swarm population so far in the dth dimension, respectively; and zi(t) represents the current
position of particle i, while zi(t + 1) represents the updated position.

An ABFA is proposed to adjust the filter frequency bandwidth adaptively using the
PSO algorithm, demonstrated in Figure 3. After the original structural response signal D(k)
and temperature signal T(k) are acquired from a structure, the filtered signal Dj1(k) to Djn(k)
and Tj1(k) to Tjn(k) are obtained from original signals with band-pass filter groups whose
bandwidths are chosen arbitrarily corresponding to different temperature effects. As to
each temperature effect, the residue is calculated with Equation (3) between the filtered
signal and the statistics analysis. Then the bandwidth of each filter group is modified by
the PSO algorithm iteratively until the optimization termination condition is satisfied. The
separation response signal Dj(k) with the maximum precision is obtained by the summation
of regression models of different temperatures. The procedure of the ABFA is as follows:

1. Obtain the same time span signal of temperature and structure response.
2. Set the center frequencies of DTE and YTE.
3. Set the iteration index t = 0 and filter updating parameters f i

l and f i
u (i = d and y,

corresponding to DTE and YTE, respectively) randomly.
4. Compute the cost function according to Equation (3). Update the particle velocities,

position fi, and local and global memories according to Formula (5).
5. Limited new particle positions to lie within a logical bound according to Formula (4)

so that the band-pass filter can work.
6. If t < tmax (the maximum cycle time), then t = t +1 and go to step 4; otherwise

stop iteration.
7. Use the best fi obtained from PSO to filter the signals of temperature and structure

response so that two different time scale signals corresponding to DTE and YTE
are acquired.
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8. Regress linear factor of DTE and YTE to day temperature (DT) and year temperature
(YT), respectively.

9. Calculate day and year temperature effects by summation of linear factor multiplied
by DT and YT, respectively.
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2.2. Performance Measures

An integrated assessment index (IAI) was introduced to evaluate the performance of
the ABFA. The IAI is defined as follows:

IAI = DF × CCF (6)

where DF is used to describe the average distance from the filtered signal to the regression
line shown in Figure 4, and is given by:

DF =
Nm

∑
i=1

di/Nm (7)

where Nm is the number of collected signals and di is the distance of the ith filtered signal to
the regression line in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. Distance of a point to the regression line.

The correlation coefficient factor (CCF) between temperature and the residual signal is
defined as:

CCF = |Corrcoef (residual displacement, temperature)| = |cov(X,Y)/(σX∗σY)|
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where corrcoef is the function in Matlab, cov(X,Y) is the covariance of X and Y, and σX is the
standard deviation of X.

If the linear relationship between temperature and response is eliminated, the residual
signal is no longer linear with temperature, and CCF will decrease. Meanwhile, if the trend
of displacement with temperature change is fitted more accurately, smaller deviations in
DF will be obtained. Therefore, the index IAI will decrease when temperature effects can
be more accurately estimated and eliminated. Obviously, the smaller the value of IAI is,
the better ABFA performs.

3. Simulation Analysis

In order to illustrate the proposed ABFA-based approach for temperature separation
and damage diagnosis under varying environmental conditions, an example is deployed
in this section. The performance of both temperature separation and damage diagnosis is
considered in the simulation section. The day temperature difference and year temperature
difference are considered in the temperature signal. The daily global temperature difference
effect, daily section temperature difference effect, year temperature difference effect and
the slow shrinkage and creep effect are considered in the displacement signal. And then,
the performance of temperature separation is discussed. Furthermore, instantaneous and
cumulative damages are considered, and the damages are identified using the residual
displacement signal after removing the temperature effect.

3.1. The Simulated Temperature and Displacement Signals

The simulated temperature signal is considered to be composed of the day temperature
difference and the year temperature difference. The amplitude of the day temperature
difference is assumed to be 5 ◦C, and the year temperature difference is 30 ◦C. Since the
day temperature difference and year temperature difference are periodic, they are herein
assumed to be in a cosine pattern. Thus the daily temperature difference T1 and year
temperature difference T2 can be expressed as{

T1(t) = 2.5 × cos(πt/12)
T2(t) = 15 × cos(πt/4380)

(8)

The simulated displacement signal is considered to be composed of two kinds of
displacements, i.e., the displacements caused by various temperature differences and
slow shrinkage and creep. The daily global temperature difference effect f 1, daily section
temperature difference effect f 2, year temperature difference effect f 3 and the slow shrinkage
and creep effect f 4 versus time can be obtained using the following formulae:

f1(t) = 0.1 × cos(πt/12)
f2(t) = 0.02 × cos(πt/12)
f3(t) = 0.6 × cos(πt/4380)
f4(t) = −1.45 × (t − 300/12000 + (t − 300))0.65

(9)

Therefore, the formulae of temperature and displacement are as follows:

T0(t) = T1(t) + T2(t) (10)

f0(t) = f1(t) + f2(t) + f3(t) + f4(t) (11)

The simulated displacement and temperature signals according to Formulae (10) and (11)
are shown in Figures 5 and 6, for which the simulated time is 8760 h, equal to one year.
Figure 7 shows the linear correlation between them. The results show that there is an
increasing trend of displacement versus temperature and the fork is due to the slow
shrinkage and creep effect.
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Figure 7. Linear correlation of the simulating signal without noise.

To study the efficiency of the ABFA under testing noise, the displacement signal f 0(t)
is perturbed by adding testing noise, and the obtained signal f (t) with testing noise is
expressed as:

f (t) = f0(t) +
140
∑

i=100
0.05 × rand × (sin(10πt/i))

T(t) = T0(t) +
140
∑

i=100
1.5 × rand × (sin(10πt/i))

(12)

where rand is a random number in the interval [0, 1]. The simulated displacement signal
and temperature signal according to Equation (12) are shown in Figure 8 and the linear
correlation between displacement and temperature with noise is shown in Figure 9. The
results show that noise has a significant impact on the simulated displacement signal
and the weaker effect of slow shrinkage and creep has been masked. Only the various
temperature effects have been displayed and an increasing trend of displacement versus
temperature is obtained.
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3.2. Relationship between Linear Correlation Using the ABFA

Using Butterworth band-pass filters, the center frequency of DTE is set to be 1/24
(taking hours as seconds). The maximum attenuation of the pass band is 0.1 dB, and the
minimum attenuation of the hinder band is 30 db. The particle number is 40, and every
5 particles compose a particle swarm to carry out a local search. The maximum iteration is
30, c1 and c2 are 2.0, and the max velocity Vmax is 5.

Figure 10a shows the linear correlation after extraction using the ABFA without noise,
and Figure 10b illustrates the results with noise. Figure 10c shows the residual displacement
signal after removing the temperature effect using the ABFA without noise, and Figure 10d
illustrates the results with noise.

It can be seen from Figure 10 that with the use of the ABFA, the linear correlation
between temperature and temperature-caused displacement is explicitly illustrated, which
indicates that effects other than temperature are effectively eliminated. Furthermore, the
residual displacement signal after removing the temperature effect without noise and the
signal f4(t) match well. With noise, the residual displacement signal after removing the
temperature effect gradually decreases as time increases, which has a similar trend of
change as the signal f4(t).

3.3. Relationship between Linear Correlation Using the Long Short-Term Memory Network
(LSTM) Method

The long short-term memory network (LSTM) method is used to compare how temper-
ature affects separation. The number of network layers for this LSTM is set to 2. The input
dimension and output dimension are both 2, and the hidden layer has 128 neurons. The
first 60% of displacement and temperature signals are selected as the training set, and the
last 40% signals are selected as the test set. Based on the results from the test set, Figure 11a
shows the linear correlation after extraction using LSTM without noise, and Figure 11b
illustrates the results with noise. And the corresponding IAI values can be calculated and
marked in the diagrams.
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Figure 11. Linear correlation after extraction using LSTM and ABFA. (a) Without noise using LSTM;
(b) with noise using LSTM; (c) without noise using ABFA; (d) with noise using ABFA.

Meanwhile, based on the results from the last 40% signal displacement and temper-
ature signals extracted using ABFA, a linear correlation can be drawn, which is shown
in Figure 11c,d. And the corresponding IAI values can be calculated and marked in the
diagrams. The results in Figure 11 show that the LSTM and ABFA methods can both be
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used to separate the temperature effects. However, the ABFA method has smaller IAI
values, because the accuracy of separation will decrease as the data length of the test set
increases in the LSTM method.

3.4. Relationship between IAI and Different Time Spans of Signals Using the ABFA

The IAI values of different time spans with or without noise are listed in Table 1.
It can be seen that the IAI value decreases as the time span increases. Comparing the
results of three years with those of six months, the IAI value decreases from 2.09 × 10−5

to 3.07 × 10−8 without noise; whereas in the condition with noise, the IAI value decreases
from 0.0050 to 0.0014. Therefore, the longer the collected time is, the better the performance
of the ABFA will be, especially when the collected signals are perturbed with noise. This
can be attributed to two reasons: Firstly, as the time span increases, the frequency resolution
will increase correspondingly so that the frequency bands beside the temperature effect,
such as the random component as shown in Formula (12), can be filtered out. Secondly, in
the process of regression, the stochastic factor will be cut down with more time.

Table 1. Performance comparison of different time scales based on IAI index.

Six Months One Year Two Years Three Years

No noise 2.09 × 10−5 1.60 × 10−7 6.06 × 10−8 3.07 × 10−8

With noise 0.0050 0.0043 0.0026 0.0014

However, the classification of temperature into day temperature and year temperature
is merely in time scale. As for the influence of temperature on structural response, there
is no difference. Therefore, using both YTE and DTE or only DTE for regression of the
temperature effect can fully describe the influence of temperature.

With the time span increasing from one year to three years, the IAI produces small
changes, as shown in Table 1, but calculation time increases rapidly. So it is advised to
use day temperature and DTE to separate the temperature effect only if there are few year
period data acquired. The advantages of using DTE instead of DTE and YTE simultaneously
in evaluating the performance of separating temperature effect are as follows

1. The computation time can be cut down greatly.
2. A reliable health assessment on the bridge can be advanced. Actually, in order to meet

the requirement of frequency resolution for the year temperature filter, several year
reference periods are needed at least. But for most bridges, especially for deteriorated
bridges, this period is so long that collapse accidents may not be prevented timely.

3.5. Damage Detection Using the ABFA

Damage will be detected more easily with the temperature effect identified and elimi-
nated from the data. In most cases, damage falls into two groups: instantaneous damage
caused by extreme events, such as earthquakes and impact from ships, as well as cumula-
tive damage which results from a long deterioration process. For the sake of brevity, only
two damage cases, as shown in Figure 12, will be adopted and only one-year time span
data are utilized. The damage case time history is added to another time history according
to Formula (12), and the temperature data are simulated with Formula (12).

Figure 13 indicate that damage cannot be detected from the original signal because
there is no evident diversification. Residual displacement signals after removing the
temperature effect using ABFA and PSO are shown in Figure 14.

In either the instantaneous or cumulative damage case, the residual signals indicate
that there are some different trends in the displacement signal at the 4000 h location. The
damage can be detected more easily than from original signals. The damage in both cases
can be detected successfully because the frequency of damage is not in the frequency
domain of day or year temperature effect. And this phenomenon also exists in real bridges.
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4. Applications

Signals collected from an arch bridge reinforced with concrete-filled steel tubes built in
China, which has existed for ten years, are adopted to verify the ABFA. Because man-made
damage is infeasible for real-world bridges, the performance of the damage diagnosis
cannot be explored in the experimental section; only the temperature separation results are
discussed in this section.

4.1. The Measured Temperature and Displacement Signals

The main span of the bridge is 160 m long and the distance between each hanger is
8 m. Experiments are conducted on the bridge to measure changes in vertical displacement
and temperature at the surface of the mid-span. The locations and arrangements of the
sensors of the health monitoring system installed in this bridge are shown in Figure 15.
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In total, eight sensor locations were selected to measure the desired signal, in which DS0
at the north foundation was the base point and DS1 to DS7 were the monitoring points.
At each displacement sensor location, a connected pipe optoelectronic liquid level sensor
was installed under the deck of the bridge to collect the vertical displacement. And a
temperature sensor was mounted at the bottom of the mid-span arch.
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The measured temperature and displacement variation signals from temperature
sensor TS and displacement sensor DS4 located at mid-span over one month are shown in
Figure 16. The displacement sensor is a static level. The amplitude spectra are shown in
Figure 17.
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4.2. Relationship between Linear Correlation Using the ABFA

The linear relationship of measured temperature and displacement (Figure 16) is illus-
trated in Figure 18, and the linear relationship after extraction using the ABFA is shown
in Figure 19. It is obvious that the linear correlation between measured temperature and
displacement is attenuated due to the influences of other factors, as shown in Figure 18. In
this case, linear statistical regression will be incapable of reaching an accurate relationship
between temperature and displacement. Figure 19 shows that the linear correlation be-
tween measured temperature and displacement is largely improved after extraction using
the ABFA.

4.3. The Temperature Separation Results Using ABFA

A more accurate relationship between temperature and displacement is obtained using
linear statistical regression. The linear correction of vertical displacement with temperature
after separation of the temperature effect is demonstrated in Figure 20. It can be seen from
Figure 20 that the residual displacement signal after removing the temperature effect mainly
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corresponds to the vehicle load and measurement error as the linear coefficient between
the residual displacement signal and temperature is nearly 0. The results show that the
proposed ABFA method can indicate temperature influence, and effectively eliminates the
influence of temperature on the measurement signal.
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5. Conclusions

A new method (ABFA), which is proposed as a temperature effect determination
algorithm for the continuous static-based monitoring of civil engineering structures, is
presented in this paper based on the PSO algorithm. Also, an index (IAI) is defined to assess
the performance of different parameters in the ABFA. The proposed method can automati-
cally adjust the frequency bandwidth filter, reduce the interference from testing errors on
manually selecting filter parameters and better eliminate the impact of temperature. A sim-
ulation example is used to illustrate the proposed ABFA-based approach for data cleansing
under varying environmental conditions, including temperature changes and testing noise.
The results show that the temperature effect can be effectively detected and eliminated
using the proposed method, and the damage can be detected more easily. The results of
experimental data have also shown that the temperature effect can be more accurately
determined by using the ABFA than directly extracting from the original collected signals.
Although this method depends on the availability of various temperature parameters,
fortunately, data of these parameters are usually accessible seeing that temperature sensors
are installed in most long-term structural health monitoring systems.
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