DBH — Diameter at breast height

Trunk diameter at 4.5 feet (1.37 meters) above the ground

DBH categories (inches)
0-3
3-6
6-12
12 - 18
18 - 24
24 - 30
Over 30

Example of measuring DBH CORRECTLY

Prepared by Adam Berland,
Image: http://www.urbantreegrowth.org Jess Vogt, & Lara Roman (2019)
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Eastern redbud Green ash Swamp white oak Silver maple Sugar maple Northern hackberry
5.1” Link 8.1” Link 15.2” Link 21.5” Link 24.4” Link 30.1” Link

§

%
. -

Callery pear River birch London planetree Sweetgum Callery pear American elm Northern red oak
2.6” Link 3.1” Link 11.3” Link 14.6” Link 19.2” Link 26.1” Link 39.1” Link



https://www.google.com/maps/@39.1639,-84.3972831,3a,55.4y,349.71h,85.29t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sDfcSxSu8mKf1XTHXyO8N7A!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.1437102,-84.4343932,3a,48.6y,202.33h,74.85t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sy8lMUnNgAGqzu-VQteOHZg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.2424015,-84.4768577,3a,44.9y,220.53h,75.08t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sQw20FNYxNC4LjNeaDu6eag!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.2202001,-84.4710137,3a,79.7y,275.74h,83.42t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sWuxJUhJTfL77bSbxezI26w!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.2924861,-84.4730706,3a,63.1y,348.69h,87.53t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1stqkYScnIo-8amvyEFTHtBA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.1449019,-84.4466835,3a,62y,141.09h,93.32t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sMsKWe-eG69d7amyYfcs8Bg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.2358716,-84.4676715,3a,60y,73.21h,84.27t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1suQ0fGTWJHkZj6ARBc0tGyA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.1636439,-84.3938061,3a,75y,192.4h,81.83t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s9QOL7L1j9F51D6s9pghPlw!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.1531614,-84.4205692,3a,90y,91.32h,83.27t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1slx_H2GrgDAtiQbBmPoOFlA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.1582119,-84.3840006,3a,90y,130.3h,88.35t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1stdEyjaD5bXAW7dgeMCC-UA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.3032025,-84.5009197,3a,75y,357.15h,98.57t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1snGRSZowMP58hf04umRCPhA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2145+Rangoon+Ct,+Cincinnati,+OH+45240/@39.2905055,-84.5595874,3a,75y,119.16h,80.17t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1siIzsImhYifwUEnTQsH0thA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!4m5!3m4!1s0x88404976ce8ff37d:0x1d9b5da24700e246!8m2!3d39.290549!4d-84.5593051
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.2888738,-84.4733588,3a,53.9y,110.39h,95.21t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sRfynobOoWrp9M5s6LN2Lgg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.221411,-84.4686229,3a,75y,275.59h,78.07t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s-A6V76PnrVI5ALMT7AA-FA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656

Use context from the scene to estimate DBH
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Trees with irregularities at breast height

Estimate DBH just above
the irregularity where
the trunk resumes its

regular form

Measure
here

Images: http://www.urbantreegrowth.org



the fork at least 1 foot
off the ground

If forking occurs lower
than 1 foot, estimate
DBH of the largest
stem at breast height
(4.5 feet high)
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< Estimate
DBH here




