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The widespread destruction of Cambodia’s forests in recent decades saw the loss of the last major area of pristine tropical forest in Southeast Asia. The proceeds of, often indiscriminate, logging and sale of forest and plantation concessions have enriched the country’s ruling elite, but cost its rural population dearly. It was, moreover, a process in which foreign aid donors were deeply involved, even if the outcome was contrary to their intentions. The tragedy of Cambodia’s forests has received much international publicity from environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs) but far less scholarly attention. That deficiency is now addressed by this detailed and sophisticated case study of how externally sponsored reform agendas can be manipulated by domestic elites.



About the author: Andrew Cock has long worked on environmental issues including as a forestry advisor. Based in Tokyo, he currently works as an analyst at the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability.



Critical acclaim: “Deserves the attention of forest and development experts […] and is important because it challenges given preconceptions on tropical forestry”—Mathieu Guérin, Eurasian Journal of Forest Science. “[A] must-read for development professionals, and not only for those dealing with forest issues”—Frédéric Bourdier, Journal of Contemporary Asia.



Readership: Anyone working or interested in environmental issues, including NGOs, journalists, policy-makers and researchers.
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* Editor’s Note:


A book review for Governing Cambodia’s Forests: The International Politics of Policy Reform from readers would be highly welcomed. We will send the book electronically to a reader interested in writing the book review.



The brief summary and the contents of the book are reported as provided by the author or the publishers. Authors and publishers are encouraged to send review copies of their recent books of potential interest to readers of Forests to the Publisher (Dr. Shu-Kun Lin, Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute (MDPI), St. Alban-Anlage 66, 4052 Basel, Switzerland. Tel.: +41-61-683-77-34; Fax: +41-61-302-89-18, E-Mail: lin@mdpi.com). Some books will be offered to the scholarly community for the purpose of preparing full-length reviews.








Note


	1. 
The website for this book is: http://www.niaspress.dk/books/governing-cambodias-forests.





© 2016 by the author; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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