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Abstract: There is a lack of knowledge about the composition and particle size distribution of
the <80 mm fraction mechanically separated from residual municipal solid waste (rMSW) and the
stabilized residual (SR) after aerobic stabilization in a full-scale MBT plant. Therefore, the composition
of the particle size fractions (>60 mm, 60–40 mm, 40–10 mm) of the <80 mm fraction and SR, collected
in all seasons (summer (S), autumn (A), winter (W), spring (Sp)), was determined. Biodegradable
waste (vegetable waste, other organic waste, paper, cardboard) constituted from 44.1% (A) to 54.3%
(Sp) of the <80 mm fraction and it decreased to 8.5% (W) to 17.1% (S) in the SR, after effective
biodegradation. In SR, the smaller particle size fractions (up to 40 mm) predominated. The main
contaminants in SR were plastic, glass, metal, and other waste. Hierarchical clustering indicated that
the composition of the particle size fractions of SR was more similar across four seasons than that of
the <80 mm fraction. After stabilization and separation, the share of contaminants increased in the
SR size fractions, which means that their recovery before landfilling may be profitable. This suggests
a new direction in waste management that would be consistent with the principles of a circular
economy, in which a waste product, like SR, which previously could only be landfilled, becomes a
source of secondary materials.

Keywords: stabilized residual; biodegradable waste; contamination ratio; similarity of particle size
fractions; glass recovery

1. Introduction

Landfilling remains the most common method of disposing of residual municipal solid
waste (rMSW). Generally, the rMSW relates to waste left mainly from households containing
materials that have not been separated out during selective collection. To reduce the
environmental impact of landfilling, rMSW has to be prepared for disposal in mechanical-
biological treatment (MBT) plants.

In MBT facilities in Poland, two types of waste are received and treated independently.
First, plastic, metal, paper and glass that were separately collected are manually and
automatically divided into several fractions based on the type of recyclable material.
Second, rMSW is screened commonly in trommel rotary sieves. The fine fraction from
these sieve consists of mostly organic matter and is sent to either anaerobic digestion or
aerobic stabilization. Moreover, separately collected biowaste may be also treated in these
two processes. The coarse fraction is a source of recyclable materials, which are recovered
from it. The remaining fraction is called refuse-derived fuel (RDF), which is about 40% by
weight of the input rMSW [1].

Biological stabilization is intended to reduce the weight of the organic fraction, and to
render inert any biologically active organic materials, thus producing stabilized residual
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(SR). Although aerobic systems are in widespread use in the biological stage of MBT, anaer-
obic systems have several advantages. Firstly, the time required for anaerobic treatment
is shorter. The time frame for the most commonly used process in mesophilic anaerobic
chambers is no longer than 30 days, whereas aerobic treatment needs at least 3–4 months.
Secondly, because the anaerobic processes are carried out in closed chambers, it is simple
to manage and reduce odour emission. Thirdly, these processes can be energetically self-
sustaining because the biogas that is generated can be converted into heat to maintain the
desired temperature, whereas aerobic processes require more energy for aeration than they
can produce [2–4]. Thus, anaerobic digestion is a more efficient treatment of the organic
fraction of rMSW. However, nowadays in Poland, aerobic processes are more commonly
used for stabilization and bio-drying of this organic fraction [5]. Many technical solu-
tions with different operational parameters have been used for aerobic stabilization [6–8].
Most often, a two-stage process is used. First, the intensive thermophilic phase of aerobic
stabilization takes place in bioreactors over a few weeks, during which the pathogens are
removed and the organic fraction is stabilized. After this, the maturation phase takes place
in aerated windrows. Sometimes, a three-stage process is used. The difference refers to the
use of covered aerated windrows, preceding uncovered windrows during the maturation
step. When maturation is complete, the organic fraction that was mechanically separated
from rMSW is biologically stable. Typically, from 20 to 35% of water and biodegradable
materials are lost, depending on the duration of treatment. To further reduce the volume
of waste sent to landfill (up to 60%, or even more), mechanical separation of SR should
be used.

The biological stability of the organic fraction can be determined in several ways.
One widely accepted method is the use of respiration indices (RI) [9–11]. For example,
after a one-year observational study of the biostabilization process in a waste treatment
plant, the end product was stable, as indicated by a Dynamic Respiration Index (DRI)
that should be <1000 ± 200 mg O2 kg VS−1 h−1 [12]. The second method of determining
the biological stability of the organic fraction is oxygen consumption in loss on ignition
(LOI) assays. Ball et al. [13] found that, compared to the input material (330 g O2/kg LOI),
oxygen consumption was reduced by 30% in immature compost (230 g O2/kg LOI) and by
45% in mature compost (181 g O2/kg LOI). Another method of assessing the effectiveness
of aerobic stabilization may be comparing the composition and particle size distribution of
the organic fraction (<80 mm) of rMSW that is input to MBT plant with those characteristics
of the stabilized residual that is output. The quantity and quality of the outputs from a MBT
plant vary as a function of the characteristics of the inputs. These characteristics depend on
the location (urban or rural), the season, the percentage share of each type of material that
is source-separated, and the methods of mechanical and biological processing employed in
the plant [14,15]. The amount and composition of the stabilized residual, which needs to be
landfilled, depend on the composition of the <80 mm organic fraction that is mechanically
separated from rMSW. It would be worth knowing the detailed composition of the SR,
especially in the context of a circular economy. Specific circumstances of the concept of
a circular economy is closely related to the 3R principles of the solid waste management:
reduce, reuse, and recycle [16,17]. This idea includes a target for recycling of municipal
solid waste (MSW) (minimum 65% of all MSW by 2030) and landfilling of solid waste
(maximum 10% of all MSW by 2030) [18].

However, information is lacking on the composition of particles of different size
fractions within both the <80 mm organic fraction separated from rMSW and the SR.
This information is needed to effectively implement pre-treatment procedures for the
organic fraction and manage the material flow of residual waste. Therefore, the objective of
this study was to determine the particle size distribution and composition of the <80 mm
fraction that is mechanically separated from rMSW as well as the stabilized residual after
aerobic stabilization in each season in which waste was collected. Detailed characteristic
provides a more transparent and comprehensive waste composition, enabling, to a certain
extent, the directions of the management with both the <80 mm fraction and the SR.



Sustainability 2021, 13, 5432 3 of 16

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Technological Characteristics of the MBT Plant

The MBT plant (north-eastern Poland) receives and processes waste from the city
and 16 nearby municipalities, which have around 200,000 inhabitants. The plant has a
processing capacity of 60,000 Mg/y and consists of a sorting stage, two stages of aerobic
stabilization, and a landfill site. The sorting plant operates lines to separate wasted material
from rMSW or from separately collected waste, such as a glass cullet cleaning line and a line
for alternative fuel production (pre-RDF). After manual pre-separation of bulky waste and
tearing bags, the waste is transported to the pre-sorting cabin. Then, waste is transported to
a double-section drum screen (TRS Model, Sutco, Poland) with dimensions of 3 m × 12 m,
with two mesh diameters of 80 and 300 mm, where the waste is divided into three size
fractions: <80 mm, 80–300 mm and >300 mm. Both of the bigger fractions are directed
to the sorting cabin in which secondary materials (e.g., different kinds of recyclables
such as e.g., plastic made of PET, paper or cardboard) are separated. The residue after
sorting of the two bigger fractions constituted pre-RDF for production of fuel from waste,
or ballast that can be only landfilled. Generally, the pre-RDF mainly include combustible
components, such as plastics (not including PVC), paper or cardboard being non-recyclable
materials. The <80 mm organic fraction is intensively aerobically stabilized in a closed
reinforced concrete modules with automatic aeration and irrigation systems (4 weeks).
After this, the maturation phase takes place. The material is transferred into aerated piles,
covered with a membrane (4 weeks), and finally into uncovered piles with passive aeration
(4–8 weeks). The technological parameters of the aerobic stabilization of the <80 mm
fraction are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Operating parameters of the aerobic stabilization of the <80 mm fraction that was mechani-
cally separated from rMSW.

Module

Time (weeks) 4
Air supplied (m3/h) 324

Fan operation time (s) 60
Fan break time (s) 240

Covered piles
Time (weeks) 4

Air supplied (m3/h) 324–405
Fan operation time (s) 80

Fan break time (s) 240–260
Uncovered piles

Time (weeks) 4

2.2. Analysis of Composition and Particle Size Distribution of <80 mm Fraction and SR

Samples of the <80 mm fraction and SR were collected from the MBT plant in four
seasons of the year i.e., summer (S), autumn (A), winter (W) and spring (Sp) in 2017–2018.
After sieving of rMSW, the <80 mm fraction was randomly sampled in various places to
obtain a representative sample of the entire mass of this fraction (60–80 Mg/d). SR was
sampled from randomly selected piles on the maturing site. Samples of the <80 mm fraction
and of the SR were taken in four replicates every 3–4 weeks in each season, which resulted
in 32 samples in total. The weight of each sample was about 120 kg. In the figures and in
the tables the average values are shown. A cross-sectional technique was used for sample
preparation. Samples were divided into 4 parts and then 2 parts were discarded. The other
2 parts constituted the sample for analysis.

The samples of the <80 mm fraction and SR were separated on the sieves into the
following particle size fractions: >60 mm, 60–40 mm, 40–10 mm, <10 mm. The percent
composition by particle size fractions was calculated on the basis of fresh weight.
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The size fractions, except <10 mm, were subjected to analysis of the composition
in accordance with Polish standard (PN-Z-15006:1993P) with the introduction of these
divisions: biodegradable waste (paper and cardboard, vegetable waste, other organic waste,
food animal waste, and additionally textile waste), glass waste (packaging and technical
glass), metal waste (ferrous, non-ferrous, and aluminium foil, and additionally mineral
waste, electronic and multi-material waste), plastic waste (PET, PS, PP, HD-PE, films and
others), and other waste (including polystyrene foam and diapers).

2.3. Similarity Analyses

To analyze the similarities between composition in particle size fractions separated
from the <80 mm fractions and the SR across four seasons, the Nei-Li distance [19] was
calculated using the DGGEstat 1.0 program (van Hannen, the Netherlands Institute for Eco-
logical Research, NIOO-KNAW, the Netherlands). Based on these similarities, trees were
constructed (hierarchical clustering) and the distances between samples were calculated
using the mean connection method (UPGMA) [20]. The validity of the resulting tree was
based on four replicate samples of the composition in particle size fractions separated from
the <80 mm fraction and of the SR in each season. Graphical representations of the results
were prepared with TreeView [21].

The following symbols were used when presenting the results of similarity analysis:
<80S>60, <80S60–40, <80S40–10—particle sizes in the <80 mm fraction collected in the S,
<80A>60, <80A60–40, <80A40–10—particle sizes in the <80 mm fraction collected in the A,
<80W>60, <80W60–40, <80W40–10—particle sizes in the <80 mm fraction collected in the W,
<80Sp>60, <80Sp60–40, <80Sp40–10—particle sizes in the <80 mm fraction collected in the Sp,
SRS>60, SRS60–40, SRS40–10—particle sizes in the SR collected in the S,
SRA>60, SRA60–40, SRA40–10—particle sizes in the SR collected in the A,
SRW>60, SRW60–40, SRW40–10—particle sizes in the SR collected in the W,
SRSp>60, SRSp60–40, SRSp40–10—particle sizes in the SR collected in the Sp.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Distribution of Particle Size Fractions within the <80 mm Fraction and in SR in Each Season
of Collection

Samples of the <80 mm fraction and SR were divided into the following particle size
fractions: >60 mm, 60–40 mm, 40–10 mm, and <10 mm. The proportions of these fractions
depended on the season of collection. The present study showed that the proportions of
the particle size fractions in <80 mm fraction and in SR changed in favor of the higher
content of the smaller particles in SR. Regarding the particle size fractions separated from
the <80 mm fraction, the 60–40 mm fraction constituted the largest share after collection
in spring (43.6%), and the 40–10 mm fraction made up the largest shares in winter and
autumn (61.1 and 47.2%, respectively). Particle size fraction <10 mm constituted from 7.8 to
13% of the <80 mm fraction. It should be emphasized that two bigger particle size fractions
constituted from more than 40% to almost 60% of the <80 mm fraction. As for the particle
size fractions separated from the SR, the <10 mm fraction increased and made up about
40% of SR collected in all four seasons. The 40–10 mm fraction constituted over 30% of SR
collected in all seasons except spring; in this SR it constituted 25%. Both of the particle
size fractions dominated in SR over the particle size fractions <40 mm constituting from ca.
66% to up to 80% of SR (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. The percent share of particle size fractions within the <80 mm fraction and in SR in each
season of collection.

To the best our knowledge, there is a lack of information about the detailed com-
position and particle size distribution of both the <80 mm fraction and also the SR from
full-scale MBT plants. Only a few studies have indicated that, in the product of the aerobic
stabilization of the organic fraction of rMSW, the content of the <10 mm fraction is high.
For example, Połomka and Jędrczak [22] found that the <10 mm particle size fraction con-
stituted 51.4–52.5% of SR (referred to as compost-like-output in their study) after aerobic
stabilization. Dias et al. [23] found an even higher content of this fraction, about 80%, in the
residual material after aerobic stabilization. Knowledge of the relative amounts of the
particle size fractions separated from SR seems to be especially important in the context
of possible utilization of the particular size fractions. Literature data on this subject are
still scarce. Only a few studies have shown that the smallest particle size fraction of SR
can be further processed mechanically in an external installation, then recycled and used
for, e.g., road construction or concrete production. Połomka and Jędrczak [22] tested the
possibility of using the 0–5 mm fraction of SR for winter road maintenance. Although the
grain size of the SR was appropriate according to European standards, it was too light
and contained too much organic matter. Thus, this research direction was abandoned.
However, the authors indicated that the 5–10 mm particle size fraction of SR could be
used successfully for preparation of concrete mix formula and met the class standards for
concrete. Moreover, they also recently found that the 0–10 mm fraction of SR can be used
for constructing road foundations [22].

3.2. Composition and Percent Share of Biodegradable Waste in the <80 mm and SR Particle Size
Fractions in Each Collection Season

Residual municipal solid waste is a very heterogenous material that can have an
impact on the composition of selected or separated waste fractions. Edjabou et al. [24]
found that food waste constituted 41–45% of rMSW. This food waste consisted of vegetable
(31–37%) and animal-derived food wastes (7–10%). The authors showed that material
fractions, such as paper, board, etc. constituted 26% of the rMSW. This relatively high
percentage of recyclables in rMSW indicates that initiatives are required to increase the
source-segregation of recyclables. Additionally, to fulfill the requirements of the Landfill Di-
rective [25] concerning the limitation of the landfilling of biodegradable waste, many MBT
plants have been established. The mechanical steps in an MBT plant allow for the sep-
aration of the over-sized fraction (typically above the 80 mm) characterized by a high
caloric value (about 2800–3000 kcal/kg wet weight (w.w.)) and low water content (about
200–250 g/kg w.w.). This fraction could be used for RDF production after bio-drying and
mechanical rendering processes. The under-sized fraction contains even up to 80% of
organic matter and has a high water content (about 600 to 700 g/kg w.w.) [26]. Because this
under-sized fraction, commonly <80 mm, contains a relatively high amount of biodegrad-
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able waste with a high content of organic matter, this is subjected to stabilization during
which the organic matter content decreases. After stabilization, the SR should have higher
biological stability and a lower content of both biodegradable waste and organic matter.

Figure 2 shows the percentage share of only biodegradable waste in particle size
fractions (except <10 mm) (Figure 2a,b) and composition of biodegradable waste of the
<80 mm and SR depending on collection season (Figure 2c,d). It was considered that the
biodegradable waste in samples from the <80 mm fraction and SR included vegetable
waste, other organic waste, food animal waste, paper and cardboard waste, and also textile
material. The share of biodegradable waste in the <80 mm fraction and SR in the three
particle size fractions changed depending on the collection season. The biodegradable
waste in the <80 mm fraction ranged from 44.1% (A) to 54.3% (Sp), whereas in the SR
fraction it ranged from 8.5% (W) to 17.1% (S) (Figure 2a,b).

Figure 2. The percentage share of only biodegradable waste in particle sizes fractions of the <80 mm (a) and SR (b) in each
season of collection, and composition of biodegradable waste in particle sizes fractions of the <80 mm fraction (c) and the
SR (d) in each season of collection; particle size fractions <10 mm were not taken into consideration.

It should be emphasized that it was not possible to separate the particular components
of biodegradable waste in the <10 mm particle size fractions of both the <80 mm fraction
and SR. Therefore, it was not included in the analysis. However, researchers indicated that
the small size fraction of MSW contains organic matter, and if it was taken into account,
the content of biodegradable waste in the <80 mm fraction would be higher. For example,
Bernat et al. [27] found that in a small size fraction of 0–20 mm separated from MSW with
a humidity of 50%, the LOI, commonly meaning the organic matter content, was 31.4%
of dry matter. To compare, in the same study, the 20–80 mm size fraction of MSW was
characterized; the humidity was 38%, and the LOI was 61.3% TS. This means that smaller
fraction was less reactive than bigger one, but the 0–20 mm fraction cannot be treated as a
completely mineral fraction, as it previously was considered. Jędrczak et al. [28] also found
that the <10 mm fraction separated from MSW contained 31.7 ± 7.5% water and showed a
LOI of 29.8 ± 7.1% DM, which confirmed its unstable character and indicated the relatively
high amount of the organic matter was present. However, in another study, Połomka and
Jędrczak [29] indicated that the fraction <10 mm originated from the SR (about 50% of the
SR) was mainly a mixture of ash and sand. This means that the <10 mm fraction of SR
should be less reactive and more stable than this particle size fraction from MSW.
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Although, in the present study, the composition of biodegradable waste was not
determined in particle size fractions <10 mm, it can be considered that the percent share of
biodegradable waste, especially in the <80 mm fraction, would be higher than presented in
Figure 2. However, later in the manuscript it was not taken into account in the calculations.
In the case of the SR, this it is of minor importance because organic matter in particle sizes
fractions <10 mm probably was stabilized. The quality of the final product from MBT plants
is regulated [30]. The most commonly used biological stability indicators of the SR are the
concentration of total organic carbon (TOC) in the eluate (<250 mg TOC/L), the content of
TOC (≤18%), and the calorific value of the SR (≤6000 kJ/kg DM) [31]. Another reference
method can be the AT4 test. The EU local standards determine the required AT4 value in
the final product, e.g., in Germany, it should be 5 mg O2/g DM, whereas in Austria the
value can be a little higher (7 mg O2/g DM). In Poland it should not exceed 10 mg O2/g
DM. At the end of the first stage of two-stage aerobic stabilization of the organic fraction of
MSW with the use of closed reactors and a composted aerated pile, the stabilized material
should have an AT4 value of 20 mg O2/g DM [32].

Regarding the particle size fractions, for example, in the >60 mm fraction separated
from the <80 mm fraction, the share of biodegradable waste was highest in autumn and
lowest in winter (20% and 5.0%, respectively) (Figure 2a,b). In the 60–40 mm fraction,
in contrast, the share of biodegradable waste was highest in spring (28.0%) and lowest in
winter (8.8%).

After 8 weeks of aerobic stabilization of <80 mm fraction, the share of biodegrad-
able waste in the particle size fractions decreased, especially in the >60 mm fraction of
SR. For example, in SR collected in spring, biodegradable waste constituted 0.6% of the
total mass of SR. Aerobic stabilization decreased the share of biodegradable waste in the
>60 mm fraction of SR collected in autumn by 95%, and substantially reduced the share of
biodegradable waste in this fraction of SR that was collected in the spring.

Połomka and Jędrczak [29] indicated that the reduction of the total mass of waste
processed at a full-scale MBT installation should be in the range of 25 to 45%. Additionally,
the overall efficiency of organic matter reduction in the underscreen fraction (0–80 mm)
during stabilization was in the range of 40 to 60%. In the case of the present study,
the efficiency of biodegradable waste reduction ranged from 60% to even 80%. However,
if we took into account the smallest fraction (<10 mm), the efficiency would be lower.

Regarding the composition of biodegradable waste in the <80 mm fraction (Figure 2c),
in the particle size fraction >60 mm vegetable waste and paper, cardboard dominated (each
constituted ca. 4.6%) in summer. In autumn, other organic waste constituted up to 17%.
Paper and cardboard (5%) were only separated in winter. In particle size fraction 40–60 mm
vegetable wastes dominated in summer and autumn (each constituted ca. 5%). The highest
share in spring had other organic waste and paper, cardboard (both ca. 22%). In winter,
paper, cardboard dominated (ca. 8%).

Regarding the composition of biodegradable waste in SR (Figure 2d), in the particle
size fraction >60 mm vegetable waste content decreased in summer to 1%, and paper and
cardboard to 1.8%. The highest share was textile waste ca. 3.5%. In autumn, paper and
cardboard and textile waste were separated (0.3 and 0.6%). In winter paper, cardboard
content decreased to 3.8%. In spring only textile waste (0.6%) was found. In particle
size fraction 60–40 mm, vegetable waste was separated only in summer (0.15%). In this
season, textile waste (3.3%) dominated. The content of the other organic waste (ca. 0.7%)
was highest in autumn. In winter other organic waste and paper, cardboard (ca. 1.9%)
were separated. Paper and cardboard and textile waste constituted ca. 4.4 and ca. 3.3%.
In particle size fraction 40–10 mm paper and cardboard dominated in summer and autumn
(ca. 1% and ca. 5.3%), while food animal waste content were lowest (0.02% and 0.03%).
Other organic waste (ca. 0.6%) dominated in winter. In spring paper, cardboard and textile
waste (ca. 1.7%) were separated.
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3.3. Contaminants, Their Composition and the Contamination Ratio (CR) in the <80 mm Fraction
and SR in Each Season

A detailed analysis of the composition of particle size fractions separated from the
<80 mm fraction and SR showed their heterogeneous characteristics (Tables 2 and 3).

The biodegradable waste contained contaminants, e.g., metal, glass, plastic, stones,
bricks etc. Figure 3 showed the share of biodegradable waste and the four main contami-
nants in particle size fractions separated from the <80 mm fraction and SR depending on
the season, assuming that particular particle size fraction was 100%. As it was mentioned
biodegradable waste in <80 mm fraction constituted up to 55%, whereas this waste in the
SR was from 2.6 to 5.3 times lower. This means that contaminants in the <80 mm constituted
ca. half amount of the whole fraction. During aerobic stabilization, the reduction of the
organic matter and water content took place. Due to this process, the mass of stabilized ma-
terials decreased. However, the content of materials that were considered as contaminants,
e.g., metal, glass, plastic, increased in relation to the whole mass. Thus, due to stabilization
and reduction of the organic matter in the SR, the contaminants compacted and their share
increased to 83–91% of the total mass of the sample.

Figure 3. The share of biodegradable waste and contaminants in the <80 mm fraction (a) and SR (b) in
each season of collection, the share of biodegradable waste and four main groups of contaminants in
particle size fractions separated from the <80 mm fraction (c) and SR (d) in each season of collection.

The share of contaminants in the SR is on over 50% and depends on its particle
size distribution [4]. The authors found that the final product of aerobic stabilization
of the organic fraction mechanically selected from rMSW showed presence of improper
materials, mainly paper, plastic and glass. Dias et al. [33,34] characterized residual material
after aerobic stabilization from 5 different MBT plants, and found that glass and stones
predominated, constituting 32–67% and 10–26%, respectively. Some identified materials,
such as plastic, metal, ceramic and brick, were present in small percentages, constituting
from 2 to 13% of the residual material. The share of the materials that were difficult to
identify was 12–49%. The authors considered it to be mainly organic matter, but it is
debatable whether it is appropriate to treat the smallest fraction of residual material as
organic matter, especially when it is present in such large amounts.
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Table 2. Composition of the particle size fractions in the <80 mm fraction separated from rMSW in each season of collection.

Composition (%) S A W Sp
>60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm >60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm >60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm >60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm

Biodegradable waste
Vegetable waste 4.72 6.15 15.88 1.39 5.31 4.00 0 0.67 13.45 0.11 1.66 4.54

Other organic waste 0.32 0.27 0.28 17.71 0.23 8.50 0 0.16 8.02 0 11.49 14.32
Food animal waste 0.31 0.73 0.29 0 0.63 0.04 0 0 0.30 0 2.79 0.66
Paper, cardboard 4.64 4.06 2.61 0.69 3.51 0.66 5.00 7.98 8.83 3.02 10.79 1.28

Textile waste 3.31 1.29 0.24 0.31 1.12 0 0 0 0 2.37 1.28 0
Sum 13.30 12.50 19.30 20.10 10.80 13.20 5.00 8.80 30.60 5.50 28.00 20.80

Plastic waste
PET 0.65 0.30 0 0 0 0.07 0 0 0 3.80 0.48 0
PS 0.94 0.64 0 0.44 2.47 0 0 1.08 0 1.60 0 0
PP 0.52 0 0 0.47 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

HD-PE 1.63 1.39 0.08 0.17 0.27 0 0 0 0.38 0 0.08 0
Films 10.41 5.88 1.11 4.58 1.95 0.48 0 4.36 0.43 10.50 3.09 0.92
Other 2.45 1.85 1.15 0.63 0.01 0.43 4.11 0.19 0.76 0 2.75 1.41
Sum 16.60 10.06 2.35 6.30 4.70 0.99 4.11 5.62 1.57 15.90 6.40 2.33

Glass waste
Packaging 0.18 5.67 9.31 0.10 6.84 17.33 0 5.53 15.59 1.87 2.64 5.38
Technical 0.66 0.21 0 0 5.49 2.14 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sum 0.85 5.88 9.31 0.10 12.33 19.47 0 5.53 15.59 1.87 2.64 5.38
Metal waste

Ferrous metals 0.58 0.15 0 0 0 0.27 0 0 0.05 0 1.38 0.67
Non-ferrous metals 0.50 1.10 0.01 0 0 0 0 0 0.03 0 0.41 0

Aluminum foil 0 0.19 0.21 0 0 0.09 0 0 0.38 0 0 0
Mineral waste 0 1.96 1.60 1.35 4.18 1.65 3.98 7.52 3.22 0 0.78 1.87

Electronic waste 0.31 0 0.51 0.13 2.04 0.27 0 0 0 0.50 0.66 0
Multi-material waste 1.03 0.57 0 0.14 1.15 0.34 7.48 0.51 0 0 0.63 0

Sum 2.43 3.97 2.33 1.63 7.36 2.62 11.47 8.03 3.68 0.50 3.86 2.54
Others

Styrofoam 0 0 0.11 0 0.05 0.01 0 0 0 0 0 0
Diapers 0.66 0.23 0.12 0 0.33 0 0 0 0 4.28 0 0

Sum 0.66 0.23 0.23 0 0.38 0.01 0 0 0 4.28 0 0
Total 33.84 32.64 33.52 28.13 35.57 36.30 20.57 27.99 51.44 28.04 40.91 31.05
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Table 3. Composition of the particle size fractions in the SR depending on the season of the collection.

Composition (%) S A W Sp
>60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm >60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm >60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm >60 mm 60–40 mm 40–10 mm

Biodegradable waste
Vegetable waste 0.05 0.16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other organic waste 0.95 1.42 0.76 0 0.67 4.46 0 1.99 0.60 0 0 0
Food animal waste 0 1.44 0.02 0 0.21 0.03 0 0 0.13 0 0 0
Paper, cardboard 1.75 2.38 0.96 0.34 0.39 5.32 3.80 1.91 0.08 0 4.36 1.58

Textile waste 3.45 3.30 0.43 0.64 0.32 0.19 0 0 0 0.60 3.34 1.82
Sum 6.20 8.70 2.17 0.98 1.60 10.00 3.80 3.90 0.80 0.60 7.70 3.40

Plastic waste
PET 0.35 0 0.03 1.30 0 0.25 0 0 1.17 3.14 1.14 0
PS 0 0 0 0 2.16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
PP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

HD-PE 0 4.41 0 0 1.37 1.43 0 0 0.61 0 0 0.94
Films 8.11 8.79 3.76 22.97 5.84 0.81 10 10.75 5.11 14.14 18.33 0.12
Other 5.67 1.35 3.88 0 2.81 1.88 0 6.41 1.50 0 0.28 2.57
Sum 14.12 14.54 7.66 24.27 12.18 4.38 10.18 17.15 8.39 17.28 19.75 4.03

Glass waste
Packaging 8.19 7.01 9.87 2.38 13.44 18.79 0 1.27 24.82 0 2.15 18.75
Technical 0 4.93 3.28 0 0 0.67 0 0 1.00 0 0 2.00

Sum 8.19 11.94 13.15 2.38 13.44 19.46 0 1.27 25.51 0 2.15 20.33
Metal waste

Ferrous metals 0.17 0 0 1.68 0.16 0.14 0 3.00 0.56 0 0 1.35
Non-ferrous metals 0 0.47 3.28 0 0 0 6.00 0 0 0 0 0.14

Aluminum foil 0 0.71 1.66 0 0.91 0.09 0 0 0.12 0 0 0.12
Mineral waste 4.48 0 1.64 0 4.13 1.33 10.41 6.15 0.73 15.88 2.08 2.90

Electronic waste 0 0 0.02 0.21 0 0.48 0 0 0 0 0 0
Multi-material waste 0.21 0.29 0 1.35 0.27 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.00

Sum 4.86 1.47 6.59 3.23 5.48 2.03 16.49 9.48 1.61 15.88 2.08 6.17
Others

Styrofoam 0 0 0.25 0 0.06 0.01 0 0 1.43 0 0.63 0
Diapers 0 0.15 0 0 0.38 0.11 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sum 0 0 0 0 0.44 0.13 0 0 1.43 0 0.63 0
Total 33.37 36.81 29.82 30.86 33.15 35.99 30.47 31.80 37.73 33.76 32.31 33.93
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The smallest fraction of residual material should be stabilized, and thus should be
considered mainly a mineral fraction. The origin of all of the contaminants in the material
after stabilization is because the stabilized feedstocks is commonly the organic fraction
mechanically separated from mixed MSW. Montejo et al. [4] found that this kind of feed-
stock contained about 64.13 ± 9.83% of biodegradable matter originating mainly from
food waste. Cesaro et al. [35] showed that biodegradable material (67% of the total weight)
represented the main component of the organic fraction separated from MSW. They also
determined great amount of contaminants such as plastics (19%), paper (8%), inerts (5%),
and metals (1%). A higher content of biodegradable material than in the present study
may result from the fact that the authors did not separate the particle size fraction <10 mm,
and probably considered all this tiny material as the organic matter.

In the present study, the contamination ratio (CR) was determined as the ratio of the
percentage share of the contaminants to that of the biodegradable waste. The lower value
of CR, the composition of <80 mm fraction is more suitable for stabilization because it
contains more biodegradable waste. The CR depended on the season of collection. In the
<80 mm fraction CR ranged from 0.84 (spring) to ca. 1.2 in the rest of the year. The ratio of
contamination in SR increased, the lowest was in summer (4.86); the higher (10.6) in winter.

In particle size fraction >60 mm of the <80 mm fraction, plastic waste constituted 49
and 57%, respectively in summer and spring. In this particle size fraction in winter metal
waste (ca. 56%) dominated as contaminants. In the particle size fractions 60–40 mm and
40–10 mm glass waste was separated; this contaminant in autumn accounted for about 35%
and 54%.

In particle size fractions in the SR after 8 weeks of aerobic stabilization, the shares of
plastic waste constituted up to 79% (A). As for the >60 mm particle size fraction, metal waste
made up 54 and 47%, respectively in W and Sp. The share of glass waste in particle size
fraction 40–10 mm (from 44% in summer to 70% in winter) was higher than that in other
two particle size fraction (Figure 3).

Figure 4 presents the composition of the four main groups of contaminants, in par-
ticle size fractions separated from the <80 mm fraction and SR depending on the season.
The content of a particular contaminant was assumed to be 100%.

In the <80 mm fraction, irrespective of the season and particle size fraction, except
>60 mm (winter), films constituted considerable share in plastic waste, ranged from 27% to
77%. The second dominant group was other plastic materials. In particle size fraction > 60 mm
(winter), the whole amount of plastic waste made up others plastic materials. A similar
tendency was observed in the SR, in which these two groups of plastic waste dominated.

The three common groups of waste, i.e., ferrous, non-ferrous, and aluminium foil,
were the components of metal waste. In the <80 mm fraction, these groups dominated
in particle size fraction >60 mm in summer (ca. 40%), and these groups were found in
particle size fraction 40–10 mm and 60–40 mm in spring, in which they constituted 45%
and 26%, respectively. Additionally, mineral waste, electronic and multi-material waste
were included in contaminant as metal waste. In both particle size fractions, 40–10 mm
and 60–40 mm, mineral waste made up from 63% (autumn) to 93% (winter). Mineral waste
constituted almost 83% of the particle size fraction >60 mm in autumn.

The SR characterized higher diversity of the components of metal waste, however,
for example, in particle size fractions >60 mm (in summer and spring) and 60–40 mm (in
spring) mineral waste accounted for almost 100% of metal waste.

The packaging glass dominated both in particle size fractions separated from the
<80 mm fraction and SR. Most of glass waste was found in particle size fraction 40–10 mm,
in both the <80 mm fraction and SR (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Composition of the four main groups of contaminants in particle size fractions separated from the <80 mm fraction
(a,c,e,g) and SR (b,d,f,h) in each season of collection; plastic waste (a,b), glass waste (c,d), metal waste (e,f), other waste (g,h).
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3.4. Similarities in the Composition of Particle Size Fractions Separated from the <80 mm Fraction
and SR

Hierarchical clustering based on Nei-Li distances was used to examine the similarities
of the composition in particle size fractions separated from the <80 mm fraction and
SR (Figure 5). In the case of both the <80 mm fraction and SR, two main clusters were
distinguished.

Figure 5. Clustering of particle size fractions based on the composition of the <80 mm fraction (a)
and SR (b) in four seasons.

Regarding the <80 mm fraction, the first cluster, grouped with a similarity of 22%,
included particle size fractions >60 mm and 40–10 mm separated in autumn, and 60–40 mm
and 40–10 mm separated in spring. The second of these two clusters was further divided
into two groups: the first, with 70% similarity, included particle size fractions >60 mm and
60–40 mm separated in the winter; the second, with 11% similarity, included particle size
fractions >60 mm and 60–40mm, respectively separated in spring and autumn; and particle
size fraction 40–10 mm separated in winter, as well as all particle size fractions collected in
summer (Figure 5a). Relatively low similarity and gathering the one cluster various particle
size fractions indicated a high heterogenicity of the composition of the <80 mm fraction.

In the same manner, the similarities of the particle size fractions of SR were examined
using hierarchical clustering (Figure 5b). It should be emphasized that the similarities of the
particle size fractions of SR were higher than the <80 mm fraction. The first cluster, grouped
with a similarity of 60%, the particle size fractions >60 mm in all seasons and particle size
fractions 60–40 mm separated in spring, summer and winter, except autumn. The second
cluster, grouped with a similarity of 53%, and included the lowest particle size fraction
40–10 mm and this 60–40 mm separated in autumn. Hierarchical clustering indicates that
aerobic stabilization increases the similarity of the composition of the particle size fractions.
In practice, this means that, separation of the SR on the particle size fractions could be an
effective solution when selecting the size fraction with the higher content of the desired
component, for example glass, metal or plastic. After separation, a compaction of the
components takes place in a particular size fraction. Because, to the authors’ knowledge,
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this is the first time such a statistical analysis was used to examine the similarities in
the composition of particle size fractions separated from the <80 mm fraction and SR,
comparison of the present results with those of other studies cannot be performed.

3.5. Potential Utilisation of the SR

Although recently MBT plants are commonly used systems in waste management
in many countries, the studies on the composition of SR are not numerous, thus the
comparison of the results of the present study with others is limited. The interest in the
possibility of recovering SR from MBT plant is increasing [36], especially considering the
large amounts that are being produced in efforts to divert waste from landfills [37–39].
One of the possible ways to recover SR is as landfill cover material for promoting vegetation
growth [40]. Application to degraded and/or contaminated soils of the SR has been also
proposed [37]. The results of the present study indicated that without additional treatment
of the SR this is impossible to promote using as a fertilizer. The <80 mm organic fraction
obtained by size separation, which, due to non-source separation and poor selectivity,
contains a high amount of the contaminants. The composition indicates that fertilizer
potential of the SR is limited by the method to separate the organic fraction from rMSW
and also by methods to remove improper materials from the organic fraction. However,
there are few studies that have shown new directions in SR utilization. For example,
preliminary studies by Dias et al. [33,34] showed that it is necessary to make an effort to
develop and improve glass recovery from the residual material from the biological stage
of MBT plants. The share of glass compacted in this material can be as large as 75–85%.
Those authors tested simple, small-scale equipment that ensured an effectiveness of glass
recovery of 82–91%. Nevertheless, the final concentrate still contained a considerable
percentage of contaminants, and it could not be forwarded to the glass recycling industry,
which requires at least 98% of glass content. A further study by Połomka et al. [41] aimed
to assess the technical feasibility of recovering the mineral fractions from the SR on a
technological line designed for glass recovery. The amount of glass in the SR ranged from
ca. 11.4% to ca. 17.3%. After biostabilization, the SR was separated into three fractions:
0–10 mm, 10–35 mm and 35–80 mm. The 10–35 mm fraction constituted 33.6–39.5% of the
mass of the SR and contained 31–41% glass. This fraction was directed to the production of
glass concentrate. After glass recovery, the glass content was 92.8–99.5% of sample weight.
This product was accepted by glass recycling plants due to its low level of contaminants
and appropriate particle size.

4. Conclusions

The present study found that, in the SR after aerobic stabilization of the <80 mm
fraction of rMSW, the smaller particle size fractions (up to 40 mm) predominate. In these
size fractions, the main contaminants are plastic, glass, metal, and other waste, with plastic
waste constituting up to 79% of the SR. In the > 60 mm fraction, metal waste made up 47%
to 54%, and in the 40–10 mm fraction, glass amounted to 44% to 70%. This knowledge about
the seasonal variation in the characteristics of the <80 mm fraction will help to provide
ideas for the collection, transportation and treatment of heterogenous rMSW generated
in different seasons. Additionally, the information provided in this paper can provide
directions for future studies and be incorporated in databases on the composition of the
<80 mm fraction and SR, which are important for designing systems for recovering and
disposing of municipal solid waste. Finally, the results of this study confirm that a potential
weakness of mechanical separation in MBT plants is that many contaminants in the <80 mm
fraction remain in the final product of stabilization. However, the high content of glass and
metal in the SR after aerobic stabilization of the <80 mm fraction of rMSW suggests that
the SR could become a source of secondary materials that could be profitably recovered
before landfilling.
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