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Abstract: The METAPOLIS as the polycentric network of urban—rural settlement is undergoing
constant transformation and urbanization processes. In particular, the associated imbalance of the
shrinkage and growth of different settlement types in relative geographical proximity causes negative
effects, such as urban sprawl and the divergence of urban-rural lifestyles with their related resource,
land and energy consumption. Implicitly related to these developments, national and global sustain-
able development goals for the building sector lead to the question of how a region can be assessed
without detailed research and surveys to identify critical areas with high potential for sustainable
development. In this study, the TOPOI method is used. It classifies settlement units and their intercon-
nections along the urban-rural gradient, in order to quantify and assess the land-uptake and global
warming potential driven by residential developments. Applying standard planning parameters in
combination with key data from a comprehensive life cycle assessment of the residential building
stock, a detailed understanding of different settlement types and their associated resource and energy
consumption is achieved.

Keywords: life cycle assessment; LCA; settlement types; CO, emissions; GWP; land-uptake; density;
urban-rural development; TOPOI; sustainability

1. Introduction

Urban-rural systems can be described as interconnected settlement units linked by
networks and flows of people, goods, information and services [1,2]. Usually, they are
characterised by high dynamics in transformation processes, which have an impact on
individual settlement units as well as on the general settlement patterns [3-5]. There are
various approaches offering insights into urban—rural relations [4] such as Netzstadt [1],
Zwischenstadt [6], or Metacity [7] and newly Metapolis [8]. However, a prevailing lack of
sufficiently integrated urban—rural planning strategies [9] often results in increased land
consumption for housing and infrastructure and higher resources and energy demands [10].
Significant interrelations between these phenomena and impacts are observed [11-13].

This article focuses on the energy and resource consumption of residential develop-
ments along the rural-urban gradient. In particular, phenomena of simultaneous settlement
growth, including urban sprawl and shrinkage, including vacancies and associated diverg-
ing lifestyles, lead to increased land consumption, diverging demand for resources, greater
land requirements for housing and high energy consumption. Land-uptake by urban and
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other artificial land development in the European Union (EU) amounted to 539 km?/year
for the years 2012 to 2018 [14].

The main driver of the increasing land-uptake is the expansion of “industrial and
commercial sites”, including structures under construction. This accounts for a share of
nearly 60% (approx. 1860 km?) [15]. The “urban diffuse residential expansion” is already the
second strongest driver of the increasing land consumption with a share of 12% (390 km?)
in total. In Germany, the land covered by settlements and transport infrastructure expanded
by around 28% from 40,305 to 51,489 km? between 1992 and 2019 [16]. The 4-year average
land-uptake for 2015 to 2018 was 56 hectares per day (204.4 km? /year) [17]. The increase in
land-uptake, both proportionately and in relation to the number of inhabitants, becomes
smaller with increasing settlement density [18,19].

Besides the demand on the finite resource of land, the building sector represents a
significant share of the use of abiotic material and energy for construction and operation.
Residential buildings make up to 75% of the EU’s building stock, wholesale, retail and
office buildings 7%, and industrial buildings 1% [20]. In the EU, approx. 65% (Germany:
approx. 73%) of residential buildings were built before 1980 [20,21]. Within the building
sector in Germany, residential buildings have a share of 87.5% of the total building stock
and are responsible for 64% of the total end-energy consumption of all buildings [22].

The goal of the German federal government to reach a “nearly climate-neutral” build-
ing stock by 2050 leads the focus of future sustainability measures to the buildings sec-
tor [23]. In 2019, the building sector was responsible for around 14% of the total greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions in Germany. In a holistic view of the GHG emissions caused by
buildings, the emissions for the provision of electricity and heat previously assigned to the
energy sector, as well as the emissions assigned to the industrial sector for the production of
building materials and buildings services, must also be considered. Using this framework,
buildings account for approximately 40% of total GHG emissions in Germany [24]. This
difference of 25% shows that the cross-sectoral consideration in terms of the entire life
cycle of a building is necessary and has a decisive impact on the achievement of climate
protection targets. Within the last years, the impact of the energy used for the construction
of a building is increasing, due to new energy saving regulations to reduce the energy
demands in the operational phase (heating and electricity). The operation of a building
still has a larger impact with around 60%; nevertheless, 40% of energy for the construction
of a new building is not negligible [25]. As this study is focusing on the existing residential
building stock, the share of so-called embodied energy—energy used for raw material min-
ing, storage, transport, construction of building material and disposal—is lower than for a
new building. Nevertheless, the calculation of embodied energy shows how much energy
has already been used in the past and that demolition with a new substitute building may
be a questionable solution for sustainable future developments.

In order to address the challenges of sustainable development, an evaluation of the
building stock, its energy and resource consumption in relation to different settlement
types and their specific characteristics is required. Studies on building types as sustainable
solutions often focus on the individual building but not on settlement units to take a
holistic point of view on a regional level. The method presented in this paper draws on a
combination of available data on different scales, to describe the existing building stock
without the need of detailed surveys. This approach offers to analyse a whole region
by using settlement units and building classifications. The evaluation will focus on the
building’s footprint in terms of the global warming potential (GWP) on the one hand and
land-uptake on the other.

The objectives of this study are as follows: (a) to develop a multi-scale analysis method
for quantifying and assessing the land-uptake and CO, emissions of the residential build-
ing stock at both the regional and settlement unit level; (b) to identify the interrelations
between resource and energy consumption and density (population and buildings) for re-
spective settlement types; (c) to identify a derivation of possible approaches for sustainable
development in urban-rural regions.
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2. The Urban—Rural Settlement System of Lower Saxony

In this research, two regions in Lower Saxony (Germany) are examined: (A) Vechta-
Diepholz-Verden, and (B) the larger Braunschweig region (see Figure 1). Simultaneous
shrinkage and growth in close geographical proximity are characteristic for the recent
and current development of Lower Saxony, with often unsustainable effects, such as
a high sealing of land and dense commuting patterns [2,10]. The study region Vechta-
Diepholz-Verden is characterised by a large number of evenly distributed, predominantly
prosperous medium-sized and small towns in a rural setting. The larger Braunschweig
region, meanwhile, includes both prospering cities and shrinking municipalities [3].

Legend
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B Node town
Periurban town
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Periurban village
B Small periurban village
Exo village
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Figure 1. TOPOI classification of the settlement units in the two study regions: (A) Vechta-Diepholz-Verden, (B) larger

Braunschweig region [2].

To this day, the German spatial planning system is based on the theory of central
places [26,27]. It distinguishes between large cities with above 100,000 inhabitants, medium-
sized towns between 20,000 and 100,000 inhabitants, small towns with up to 20,000 and
villages with less than 5000 inhabitants [26,28]. Settlement types are classified as city (county
free), urban county, rural county with densification tendencies or as sparsely populated rural
county [29]. In Lower Saxony, only 20% of the population live in large cities (>100,000 Inh.)
and 9% in medium-sized towns. With 71%, the majority of the population lives in small
towns (<50,000 Inh.), suburban, and rural areas [30]. The two study regions exemplarily
reflect the diverse spatial development patterns in Lower Saxony [30,31].

In Germany, around 87.5% of all buildings are residential buildings, which shows
the significance of the development of sustainable scenarios for residential buildings [22].
Therefore, this study focuses on the residential building stock. Of all residential buildings
in Germany, 78.1% are single- or two-family houses. In Lower Saxony, the share of single-
and two-family houses is even higher with 85.1%, and within the study regions their
share is 88.1%. The distribution of the building age of existing buildings within the study
regions correlates to the distribution in Lower Saxony and the whole of Germany: the
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majority of the residential buildings were built before 1976 with 62.8% in the study regions
(66.6% Lower Saxony, 68.3% Germany). The share of buildings with a higher energy saving
standard (built after 1995, see Section 5.3) in the study regions is 19.6%, while it is only
13.9% in Lower Saxony and 12.1% in Germany [32]. This shows that comparatively more
buildings have been built in the study regions in recent years than the national average. The
following investigations will show the distribution of building types and construction year
classes in detail in order to analyse possibilities of a more sustainable future development
of the two study regions.

Understanding urbanisation patterns and their relationships along the urban—rural gra-
dient towards a new approach to sustainable development [2,33] requires a comprehensive
approach to the analysis and planning of urban regions, encompassing cities and their sur-
rounding areas with multi-faceted interactions, interdependencies, spatial linkages and a fluid
transition between urban and rural lifestyles [11,12]. The study utilises the analytical frame-
work of the TOPOI method [2], which describes the urban—rural settlement system in greater
detail than the standard planning approach allows. The latter is based on population sizes
within administrative boundaries [28] while the TOPOI method enhances the understanding
of the built environment by clustering and describing settlement units along similar charac-
teristics of their physical form, function and connectivity based on building footprints (see
Tables Al and A2) [2]. A settlement unit is understood as a cohesively built group of buildings.
This enables a high resolution and comprehensive analysis and interpretation of changes in
the physical environment in order to derive recommendations for sustainable transformation.

Applying the TOPOI method, 13 settlement types have been identified for the two
study regions (see Figure 1). The TOPOI types include isolated and dispersed units, at
the urban fringe or urban cores. Describing the centrality degree of the settlements, the
prefixes exo, disseminated, periurban and node are used (see Tables A2 and A3) [2,31]. The
authors expanded the TOPOI method to include energy and resource-related parameters to
identify unsustainable and more sustainable development patterns of different settlement
types along the urban-rural gradient.

3. Materials

In this study, data-based methods of geospatial analysis are applied, utilizing ArcGIS
Pro 2.5.1 [34] using geospatial data from ALKIS (Authoritative Real Estate Cadastre Informa-
tion System) [35], the Digital Landscape Model (Basis DLM; DLM250) of the Authoritative
Topographic-Cartographic Information System (ATKIS) [36,37], and OpenStreetMap [38]
as well as life cycle assessment data of residential buildings (see Sections 3.1 and 3.2) and
statistical data from the 2011 German Census ([32]; see Section 3.3).

3.1. Life Cycle Assessment Data—Residential Building Stock

The authors developed a method to quantify the energy demand and resources of the
entire residential building stock on a regional scale with a resolution at the settlement unit
level. The building stock was classified by building types and construction year classes
based on a study by the Institute for Housing and Environment (IWU) [39]. Similar data
are not available for other types of buildings, such as industrial or office buildings. Taking
this classification into consideration (see Tables 1 and 2), for each combination a life cycle
assessment was conducted. The embodied energy calculation includes the life cycle phase
“production” with all environmental impacts of the production of building material, as
well as the “maintenance” of buildings during operation, as for example the repair or
replacement of damaged building components [40]. The assessment is based on typical
structures and building materials for each building type and age [39], using the Okobaudat
(standardized database for ecological evaluations of buildings [41]) and the tool eLCA of the
Federal Institute for Research on Buildings, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development [42]
for the life cycle assessments. Energy consumption is calculated by average benchmark
data for residential buildings, considering the specific building type and age, as well as
the energy supply distribution [39,43]. For the building stock, a renovation rate of 1% is
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considered [22], starting in 1995 after the third thermal insulation ordinance. There is a
certain percentage of buildings which are protected for heritage purposes and therefore
are excluded from the renovation calculations: this applies to 5% (based on the net floor
area) of buildings built between 1949 and 1994, 10% (single-family houses (SFHs)) and 20%
(multi-family houses (MFHs)) of buildings built before 1948, based on an estimation of the
Institute for Applied Ecology [44]. An assumption for already renovated old buildings
(until 1978) of 17.7% for single-family and terraced houses and 21% for multi-family houses
and apartment block was included in the calculation, based on Hoier and Erhorn [45].
The embodied energy for building services is not included in the calculations, due to
data availability.

Table 1. Building typology used for the classification of the housing stock, based on [39].

Building Types Description

Single-Family Houses (SFHs) detached, 1-2 apartments

Terraced Houses (THs) semi-detached or terraced, 1-2 apartments
Multi-Family Houses (MFHs) 3-12 apartments

Apartment Blocks (ABs) 13 or more apartments

Table 2. Construction year classes [39].

Construction Year Classes A-F Construction Year Classes G-L
A before 1859 G 1979-1983
B 1860-1918 H 1984-1994
C 1919-1948 I 1995-2001
D 1949-1957 ] 2002-2009
E 1958-1968 K 2010-2015
F 1969-1978 L after 2016

3.2. Life Cycle Assessment Data—Streets

In addition to the building stock, the embodied energy of streets within the settle-
ment units is quantified. The classification of OpenStreetMap (OSM) [46] has been used to
identify the road types (see Table A5). For each type, a basic layer structure and size has
been defined in accordance with the guidelines of the German Road and Transportation
Research Association (FGSV) [47-50]. This was used for the calculation of embodied en-
ergy and maintenance for one meter length of each road type, by conducting a life cycle
assessment with eLCA [42] and data from Okobaudat [41]. These results can be combined
with the total length of each road type in both study regions, which is available from
OSM data [38].

3.3. German Census 2011

The spatial information about the existing building stock is based on the census of
2011 in Germany [32]. It includes information on existing buildings, for example sizes,
number of rooms, building ages or types. A customized data evaluation by the state office
for statistics [51] offered spatial data, that was based on the same building types and
construction year classes as the life cycle assessments. The data are georeferenced in a
grid according to the INSPIRE specification (2007/2/EG) with a resolution (grid size) of
1 km [52]. Using these data to quantify existing buildings is an approximation, as the census
data sometimes are omitted due to privacy protection. This results in limited information;
for example, for areas with few houses, the overall distribution of buildings is representative
though, as the evaluation on a square kilometre grid is very high spatial resolution.
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3.4. Settlement Types

The study applies the TOPOI [2] settlement types as an analytical framework to show
patterns of energy and resource usage. The data set TOPOI—Urban Rural Settlement
Types—Version 1.0 [53], is a geospatial classification of urban and rural settlement types in
Lower Saxony, as described in Section 2.

4. Method

The analysis is carried out in four steps, described in the following. In step 1 and 2,
the key data are generated which is superposed to the TOPOI settlement types in step 3
(see Figure 2). In step 4, the latter are analysed with a view to resources and energy in a
three-level evaluation framework (see Figure 3).

TOPOI Census Data Life Cycle Data
Settlement Types Building Stock Global Warming Potential
Assessment of
+ ~ Tkm grid + residential building
~ stock and streets
/ ~
~ !
! ~
Building information Resources
per grid cell Embodied energy
Age | Type | Number Energy consumption

Figure 2. Overview of methodology: key data and superposition with TOPOI settlement types.

4.1. Temporal-Spatial Dynamics of Growth

In a first step, a dataset based on the 2011 German Census data [32] was built to
show the growth of the residential area (residential building and open spaces area as per
definition in [54]) in hectare in the different building periods defined in TABULA (see
Section 3.1, [39]). A residential area is a structurally shaped area including the associated
open space (courtyard area, house garden), which is used exclusively or predominantly
for residential purposes [18,54]. The calculation of land-uptake is based on the growth of
the number of residential buildings [32] in the respective time period multiplied by the
average “residential building and open space area” per building (909 m?) in Lower Saxony
in 2015 [55]. These numbers are visualized using the census grid with the aim to show the
temporal-spatial dynamics of growth.

4.2. Calculation of Global Warming Potential (GWP)

The investigation uses the global warming potential (GWP) to compare different
aspects of sustainability. As described before, life cycle analyses are used as the database to
evaluate the GWP. Within this research framework, only the energy for the construction
phase, use phase and maintenance are considered, excluding disposal or reuse, because the
actual status of the building stock should be represented. In combination with identified
settlement types, the embodied energy in existing residential buildings and the energy
consumption during operation can be rated as properties of each TOPOI type. In order
to compare the results, they are calculated per year. Regarding the embodied energy, the
calculations are based on a lifecycle of 50 years, which means that the energy already
used for the construction of the building is divided by 50 years for the whole life cycle.
Furthermore, the embodied energy in all streets and roads is considered. To rate the GWP,
all calculations results are expressed in CO; equivalents, based on GEMIS 4.95 [56] for
the energy supply and Okobaudat 2016 [41] for construction and maintenance for existing
residential buildings.
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4.3. Superposition of the Generated Key Data with the TOPOI Settlement Units

In order to perform in-depth analysis for different settlement units along the urban-
rural gradient, the results from Sections 4.1 and 4.2 were superposed with the TOPOI
settlement units. TOPOI, by their formative process, do not conform to grid systems.
When the data describing the building stock and the TOPOI borders do not perfectly
align, situations occur where multiple TOPOI are within a 1 km grid cell. Therefore, the
existing data on the building stock (2011 German Census [32]) has been transferred from
the 1 km grid (see Section 3.3) to the TOPOL. First, the TOPOI were split into smaller parts
using the given 1-kilometre grid as a cutting mask. In the next step, procedures for two
possible scenarios are applied: (1) when a grid cell contains parts of only one TOPOS (single
settlement unit of a specific settlement type) the data values can simply be transferred
from grid cell to the respective TOPOS piece at a 1:1 ratio; (2) when a grid cell contains
parts of multiple TOPOI (more than one settlement unit of a specific or different settlement
types) within the same grid cell, a procedure to distribute the data values proportionally
is conducted. For this purpose, the total area of building footprints [35] that are located
within residential areas according to ATKIS [36,37] is calculated for each TOPOI piece in
that grid cell. Next, for each grid cell, the sum of residential building footprints within
the cell is calculated and the proportional share for each piece of TOPOI located within
the grid cell is determined. Based on this share, the grid cell data are distributed to the
respective piece of the TOPOL. In situations where a part of a TOPOS constitutes 90% or
greater than the total area of the residential building footprints of a grid cell, that TOPOS is
given 100% of the data of that grid cell. After the data values have been distributed to all
pieces of the TOPO], they are re-joined and overall growth per time period and the sum of
the LCA data is calculated.

4.4. Evaluation Framework

The evaluation framework of this study is divided into three levels of detail. The first
level (Level A) focusses on the spatio-temporal growth, i.e., the correlation of specific growth
patterns and land-uptake of all 13 settlement types within the study regions. Level B focuses
on the quantification of energy consumption and embodied energy in different settlement
typologies, calculated in CO,-equivalents. The goal is to quantify the environmental impact
of specific settlement types in order to be able to compare them and to identify the most
influential TOPOI type within the study regions in terms of the GWP. In Level C, the
“best case” TOPOI type with the highest negative impact will be compared with the most
influential TOPOI, by using a detailed analysis of input parameters of the building stock to
derive statements for future sustainable developments within the study regions.

Level A el Level B — Level C

13 TOPOI 10 TOPOI 2 TOPOI

Growth in settlements
(quantification of
land-uptake)

Detailed analysis
of settlement
structure

—— }

Statements for
future sustainahle
development

Operational Embodied
Energy Energy

Quantification and
evaluation of GWP

Figure 3. Evaluation framework.
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5. Results
5.1. Results—Level A

Level A of the evaluation framework analyses the temporal-spatial dynamics of
growth and quantifies the land up-take. The superposition of the data onto the TOPOI
settlement units as described in Section 4.3 allows for a higher spatially resolved perspective
of the data and understanding of the urban development.

The settlement area growth is visualised in Figure 4, which shows in which time
period the highest growth took place per 1 km grid cell. Figure 5 (see also Table A4)
describes the average land-uptake calculation based on residential buildings according to
building age classes. The spatial distribution of the expansion of the settlement area for
each building age class separately are shown in Figures A2-A12.

[ Study region
Pre 1859
1860—-1918
19191948

W 19491957

M 19581968

M 1969-1978

W 19791983

W 19841994

W 1995—2001

M 2002—-2009

H 2010-2011

(Al Vechta-Diepholz-Verden

o

0 50km (B] Larger Braunschweig region

Figure 4. Spatio-temporal growth: Visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. The cell of the grid with a resolution (grid size) of 1 km is coloured according to the
building period in which the main growth took place.

Due to data availability, no growth is mapped for the so-called exo-industrial zones, for
example. The availability and integration of additional building types would impact the
results significantly.

The main growth of residential buildings and the resulting land-uptake between 1919
and 2011 has taken place in the TOPOI types node city (n = 1; 1629.7 ha, 4.65% of total
growth), node towns (n = 7; 4190.7 ha, 11.95% of total growth), periurban towns (n = 24;
6089.9 ha, 17.37% of total growth), periurban village (n = 42; 4935.3 ha, 14.80% of total
growth) and most clearly the exo villages (n = 524; 12,667.6 ha, 36.13% of total growth).
After steady growth in the first half of the 20th century, the main growth in the node city
(Braunschweig) took place after the second World War with 22.6 ha annually between 1949
and 1978, with its peak between 1949 and 1957 (26.6 ha/a).
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Likewise, a large increase in area growth occurs in node towns (peak: 1958 to 1968 with
95.6 ha/a), periurban towns (Peak: 1958 to 1968 with 117.8 ha/a), periurban villages (peak: 1979
to 1983 with 94.0 ha/a) and exo villages (peak: 1969 to 1978 with 235.2 ha/a) in the post-war
period. After comparably lower growth in the period between 1984 and 1994, there was a
strong increase after German reunification in the period between 1995 and 2001.

The exo village, with an increase of 282.6 ha/a, stands out in particular. This TOPOI type
is characterised by both its isolated location and high functional density. It is predominantly
located in study region (B), the larger Braunschweig region. The considerably higher land-
uptake for this TOPOI type (1919-2011: 111.9 km? compared to 13.9-55.9 km? for the
aforementioned types) is related on the one hand to the number of settlements of this type
(n = 524) as can be seen in the numbers for the median growth across the time periods
1919-2011: exo villages 1.4 ha compared to 10.6/23.6 ha for the periurban villages / periurban
towns and 59.5/154.8 ha for the node towns/node city.

TOPOI Type
Node city -
Node town

Periurban town

Exo satellite town .

Small periurban
viLLagep -

Small exo village .

Disseminated village _

Agrivillage I
Disseminated

hamlet -
Disseminated livin

agri hamlet 9 -

Exo industrial zone |

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000

Land-uptake of residential buildings (ha) per building class

Pre 1859 1860-1918  1919-1948  1949-1957  1958-1968  1969-1978  1979-1983  1984-1994  1995-2001  2002-2009  2010-2011
L ] L | | | ||

Figure 5. Spatio-temporal growth: Total land-uptake per TOPOI type in hectares based on residential buildings according
to building age classes and associated areas.

In the further analysis considering additional data on population and building density,
it is revealed that there are fundamental differences with regard to the relationship of the
surface area in relation to population size and density as well as the building density (see
Figure 6; Table 3 for definitions of the indicators). For example, that the exo satellite towns
have the highest residential building density (RBD) and population density (PD) while
residential land-uptake (RLU) is very low. In contrast, it can be seen for the exo village, for
example, that we have a relatively high RBD combined with a very high total RLU and
a low PD. Noticeable is the low median RLU. Within the set of TOPOI types, population
density in exo villages ranks 7th, yet with a high density of residential buildings. The same
is visible for the periurban village (8th) and periurban town (9th) as well as the node town
(10th). This allows conclusions to be drawn that these are low-density settlement types
such as single-family and terraced houses. For the node city, the densities for population
and residential buildings both align at a high level. The exo satellite town has the highest
population and housing density, while land consumption is very low.



Sustainability 2021, 13, 4099 10 of 33

Node city

Exo industrial zone Node town

100 \
90

Disseminated living agri hamlet Periurban town

Disseminated hamlet Exo satellite town

Agrivillage Periurban village

Disseminated village Small periurban village

Small exo village Exo village
I Residential I Population I Total Residential Mean Residential TOPOI
Building Density Density Land Uptake Land Uptake Count

Figure 6. Radar chart showing residential building density (RBD), population density (PD), residential land-uptake (RLU)
(total and median across all building age classes; see Table A4). The data shown in this graph have been normalized to a
scale of 0-100 for legibility and comparison. The plot enables the identification of possible correlations between RBD, PD

and RLU.
Table 3. Definition of indicators for the residence-focused analysis.

INDICATOR Min. Max.
Population Density (PD)
PD is the number of inhabitants per hectare. The sum of the total 0.00 83.32
population per 1 ha cell within one settlement unit is divided by the inhabitants/ha inhabitants /ha
area (A) of the settlement unit.
Res@entlal Building D(?ns.lty (BBD) . ‘ . 0.00404 0.12021
RBD is the number of buildings in the areas defined residential [54] buildings/ha buildings/ha
in each settlement unit divided by the TOPOI area A (ha). &8 &8
Residential land-uptake (RLU)
RLU is the total area of residential land-uptake. A residential area is
a structurally shaped area including the associated open space,

1 . . . . 0.186 599.860
which is used exclusively or predominantly for residential ha ha

purposes [18,54]. RLU results from the count of erected residential
buildings [32] multiplied by the average “residential building and
open space area” per building (909 m2) in Lower Saxony [55].
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5.2. Results—Level B

Results on Level B include the evaluation of the GWP for different settlement types
by creating box plots. The box plot method is very suitable for a large number of numeric
data, as is divides all data in quartiles and hereby displays the information with five
numbers: minimum, 1st quartile, median, 3rd quartile and maximum. The initial box plot
evaluation for all 13 TOPOI had to be reduced to 10 TOPOI: as only residential buildings
are considered, the exo industrial zone had to be eliminated. Furthermore, two TOPOI
(disseminated hamlet and disseminated living agri hamlet) had very differing values and the
interquartile ranges (IQR) were too high to see significant results.

As the data of the census in combination with life cycle data include approximations
and inaccuracies, the outliers have been removed to focus on the most frequently occurring
data. To compare the GWP of embodied energy with the GWP during operation, the
results are expressed per year and person. The division by person (inhabitants) offers the
comparison of all settlement types, as the population density is essential to rate the GWP
in terms of sustainability. Figure 7 shows the results for the GWP per year and person,
divided into operational and embodied emissions.

i
-
s

—

== == e P = £ T L T ki
— - == = J_ J_ J_
_ 1 : - -
Node Node Periurban Exo satellite Periurban Small Exo Small exo Disseminated Agri
city town town town village periurban village village village village
village
N GWP operation - GWP embodied - GWP embodied -
residential buildings residential buildings street

Figure 7. Average global warming potential (GWP) per TOPOI type: embodied and operational emissions in residential

buildings, embodied emissions in streets (t CO, eq/a*person).

The distribution of GWP for the operation of a building reaches an average higher
level than the embodied energy. The median of different settlement types for emissions
during operation ranges from 2.57 t CO; eq/a*p (exo satellite town) to 3.97 t CO, eq/a*p
(periurban town). The difference of 1.4 t CO, eq/a*p is very meaningful, taking the overall
goal of the German government into account to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions until
2050 by 80% to 95% compared to 1990 [57]. Starting by around 12.5 t CO; eq/a*p in 1990,
the goal for 2050 would lead to less than 1 t CO, eq/a*p including mobility, nutrition and
all general consumptions of a person [58,59].

The distribution of CO, equivalent emissions for the construction and maintenance of
buildings is, compared to the emissions during the operation of a building, quite small with
fewer deviations. The median of embodied emissions per year and person ranges from



Sustainability 2021, 13, 4099

12 0f 33

thousand t CO2 eqg/a

0.29 t CO, eq/a*p (exo satellite town) to 0.39 t CO, eq/a*p (periurban town). The deviation of
0.1 t CO; eq/a*p has a small impact. This shows that the median embodied energy per
person in buildings does not vary a lot with different settlement types.

The embodied energy in streets can also be displayed as GWP per person and year. The
evaluation in a box plot diagram shows the rising impact of GWP in streets with increasing
rural location of the settlement type. The agri village as the most rural TOPOS results in
a median of 0.22 t CO, eq/a*p, while the node city has a median of 0.05 t CO, eq/a*p.
Nevertheless, in comparison to the emissions of buildings, the impact of the embodied
energy in streets is rather small.

By rating the values of embodied emissions in terms of sustainability, it has to be
kept in mind that the expression of values per year is a way to make embodied emissions
comparable to, in this case, operational emissions that occur every year. Actually, the
building stock and streets are already built and the energy has been used years ago.

The evaluations show that the settlement type exo satellite town has the smallest
environmental impact, compared to the other TOPOI types. Therefore, the next research
level will, on the one hand, focus on exo satellite towns and their attributes and properties,
following the question, what can be learned from this settlement type and adapted for
other or future settlements. Taking a closer look at the impact of all residential buildings
and streets in the study regions will help to identify settlement types with a large impact.
Figure 8 shows the total GWP for buildings and streets for the status of 2011.
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Figure 8. Annual global warming potential (GWP) per TOPOI type: embodied and operational emissions in residential
buildings and embodied emissions in streets (t CO; eq/a).

Exo villages have by far the largest environmental impact. Around 40% of all residential
buildings are built in exo villages, with more than 30% of all residents within the study
regions. The analysis per person also showed that exo villages are one of the settlement
types with a higher GWP (Figure 7).

5.3. Results—Level C

The results of the analysis in Level B form the basis for Level C, in which the best-case
settlement exo satellite town will be analysed in detail and compared with the exo villages. The
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latter have an average size of 42 ha with a total building density of 13.1 buildings/ha, popula-
tion density of 14.0 inhabitants/ha and an open space ratio at 86.8%. They are characterised
by their high number of functions, including a small percentage of agricultural buildings,
while the retail ratio is very low. The settlement units around exo villages are few and the
connectivity to other settlement units is low. Exo satellite towns have the highest population
density of all TOPOI types with 48.2 inhabitants/ha (median) at an average size of 81 ha
with a total building density of 10.9 buildings/ha and an open space ratio at 82.8%. They can
be considered the suburban developments to the periurban towns due to their proximity and
transport links to the same. However, exo satellite towns still have a high functional diversity
(see also Tables A2 and A3).

Exo villages have the highest environmental impact in terms of total GWP (embodied
energy + operational energy + streets) in the study regions (Figure 8), while exo satellite
towns have the lowest GWP per person (Figure 7). The research aims at identifying
significant input parameters which lead to the lower GWP per person for exo satellite
towns in comparison to exo villages. As the calculations are based on construction year
classes and building typologies, the distribution for both is evaluated. Due to the results
on Level B (see Figure 7) the following analysis will focus on the operational emissions,
since this is the biggest impact compared to embodied energy in buildings and streets.

The residential building stock of the study regions is dominated by single-family
houses (SFHs) (67%) and terraced houses (THs) (21%). The share of multi-family houses
(MFHs) is 12% and apartment blocks (ABs) contribute only 0.4%. The distribution of
different building typologies within a settlement type is essential for the GWP, as building
dimension and volume in combination with number of apartments correlate directly. For
example, a single-family house built in the 1960s has around 20% more CO, eq/m?a
compared to a multi-family house in the same construction year class. Figure 9 shows the
distribution of all residential buildings and the corresponding GWP (t CO; eq/a).

MFH 6%

TH 18%
MFH 30%

SFH 76%

SFH 70%

SFH 31% TH 9%
SFH 11%
Building Share GWP-Operation Building Share GWP-0Operation
Exo satellite town Exo village

AB: Apartment Building  MFH: Multi-Family Housing  SFH: Single Family Housing TH: Terraced Housing

Figure 9. Distribution of building types and corresponding distribution of total annual GWP for
the operational phase in exo satellite towns and exo villages. The distribution of building types differs
significantly in both settlement types. The distribution of GWP for the operation shows the influence
of building types on the GWP.
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There are significant differences of both settlement types in terms of building typolo-
gies. SFHs, THs and MFHs have almost equal shares within exo satellite towns, while SFHs
dominate exo villages with 76%. There are no ABs and very few multi-family houses in exo
villages. The distribution of GWP in exo villages correlates almost directly with the building
count, while the MFHs (44%) have the biggest environmental impact in terms of GWP in
exo satellite towns, followed by ABs (36%). This shows that the relation between building
typology and GWP is different in both settlement types, which leads to the assumption
that the construction year, as another input parameter of the calculation, varies as well
between both settlement types.

In the following paragraph, the building stock will be analysed regarding construction
year classes, using the division in five groups. The construction year classes are distributed
to buildings built pre-war (until 1948) and post-war (1949-1978) on the one hand and
assigned to different regulations concerning thermal insulation and energy saving ordi-
nance on the other hand. The first thermal insulation ordinance (WSVO) was adopted in
1977 with restrictions on maximum values for heat transmission coefficients for exterior
building components [60]. Six years later in 1984, this regulation was revised with more
strict regulations for heat transmission coefficients. From today’s point of view, the change
of 1.75 W/m?K (in 1977) to 1.5 W/m?K (in 1984) for exterior walls and 3.4 W/m?K to
3.1 W/m?K for windows is no significant difference [61], putting it in relation to today’s
requested values of 0.28 W/m?K for exterior walls and 1.3 W/m?K for windows (EnEV
2009) [62]. In 1995, the updated WSVO introduced a new method to compare heat losses by
transmission and ventilation with heat gains from internal loads and solar radiation. Using
this method, the annual heating requirement for a whole building was calculated, and not
only heat losses through exterior components were considered [63]. As this method is a
more comprehensive approach and it was the base for today’s energy saving regulation,
1995 is considered as the “real” beginning of energy efficient buildings, besides the thermal
insulation ordinance a heating appliance ordinance (HeizAnlV) that existed with the first ver-
sion in 1978 [64]. In 2002, the first energy saving ordinance (EnEV) was introduced, which
combined both the WSVO and HeizAnlV, and apart from the annual heating requirements,
also calculated the primary energy consumption [65]. The EnEV was revised four times
until 2011 (research framework) [62]. The classification of the 11 construction year classes
into five groups is shown in Table 4 and is chosen to evaluate the existing building stock in
terms of energy consumption levels.

Table 4. Construction year classes [39] and building classification for evaluation. WSVO: thermal
insulation ordinance; EnEV: energy saving ordinance.

Construction Year Classes Evaluation Classification

A before 1859

B 1860-1918 Pre WWII buildings

C 1919-1948

D 1949-1957

E 1958-1968 Post WWII buildings

F 1969-1978

G 1979-1983 1st WSVO 1977 and 2nd WSVO 1984

H 1984-1994 (thermal insulation ordinance)

I 1995-2001 3rd WSVO 1995 (thermal insulation ordinance)
J 2002-2009 EnEV 2002, 2004, 2007, 2009 (energy saving
K 2010-2011 ordinance)

Within the study regions, more than 60% of all residential buildings were built before
the first thermal insulation ordinance and 80% before the revised version in 1995. The
distribution of building ages in exo satellite towns and exo villages are shown in Figure 10.
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Figure 10. Distribution of construction year classes (building share) in exo satellite towns and exo
villages with building types distribution for majority of construction year classes.

The majority of residential buildings in exo satellite towns are post-war buildings (65%),
built between 1949 and 1978. Only 32% have been built after the first thermal insulation
ordinance, which cause 20% of GWP during operation. The environmental impact of 65%
post-war buildings is more significant and responsible for 78% of CO, emissions during
operation. The distribution of building types within the dominating construction year class
correlates to the distribution of building types in the whole TOPOI type. There are only a
few less SFHs and more MFHs built post-war.

The share of pre-war buildings in exo villages is higher (21%) compared to exo satellite
towns, though in general, more buildings were built after the first thermal insulation
ordinance (40%). This share of “new buildings” produces 33% of all CO, emissions during
operation, while post-war buildings are responsible for 40% GWP and pre-war buildings,
for 27% GWP. The distribution of building types in pre- and post-war classes correlates
with the distribution within the whole settlement type, despite a slight deviation to a higher
share of SFHs and THs and less MFHs.

The analysis of construction year classes shows that both settlement types are domi-
nated by old buildings. Comparing the environmental impact in terms of GWP reveals that
the distribution of building types within a construction year class has a significant impact
on CO, emissions.

6. Discussion

The development of strategies for the sustainable retrofitting of existing settlement
units and their building stock, as well as the sustainable development of new areas, requires
a comprehensive understanding of the interrelationships between resource and energy
demands together with the form and structure of settlement units. The building-type-based
analysis built on the census data allows a spatially explicit analysis across scales based on
the TOPOI types. Hence, a number of conclusions can be drawn:

Particular TOPOI types, especially the exo villages, are largely responsible for high
resource and energy consumption in both study regions. These are characterised by a low
population and building density. This can be attributed to the developments of residential
extensions dominated by detached and terraced houses. It is striking that this overall high
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negative effect is the result of rather small developments of each individual settlement unit
throughout the years. Due to the lack of a region-wide integrated evaluation approach in
urban land use planning, the extent of the negative impacts does not become apparent at
first. For sustainable development, such a comprehensive perspective in approval processes
is indispensable from the authors’ point of view. The method presented here offers the
possibility to do so.

A notable observation in the course of the study is the exo satellite town, which stands
out positively in terms of both land consumption in relation to population density and
GWP. Exo satellite towns are large-scale, master-planned high-density urban extensions
developed as mass housing estates in the 1960s and 1970s.

The results of the detailed analysis of exo satellite towns and exo villages (see Section 5.3)
lead to the conclusion that the biggest differences between both are the population density,
distribution of building types and the share of pre-war buildings. A redensification of existing
neighbourhoods in exo villages would theoretically lead to a reduction in the GWP per person.
In this context, it is important to mention the challenge of redensification strategies in existing
neighborhoods with mostly single-family houses—also in terms of embracing existing struc-
tures and their embodied energy. However, the need for denser development patterns for a
sustainable growth of new settlement areas is becoming evident through this analysis.

For the existing building stock, a potential approach would be the extensive renovation
on up-to-date building standards (EnEV), taking residential buildings built before 1995
into account. However, the following shows that the renovation approach cannot deliver
the necessary reductions for the most significant settlement type within the study regions.
A scenario with 100% renovated SFHs and THs by 2050 (in consideration of the non-
renovatable building stock due to heritage purposes), which would be a renovation rate
of 2.4% per year and a continuing renovation rate of 1% for MFHs leads approximately
to a reduction of around —0.6 t CO, eq./pers*a (3.3 t CO, eq./pers*a) for exo villages.
A renovation approach including 100% renovated residential buildings (all building types) in
exo villages would result in a reduction of around —0.7 t CO, eq/pers*a (3.2 t CO; eq./pers*a).
This result reflects the evaluation of Section 5.3, that SFHs are the main driver within
exo villages. Taking into consideration that only SFHs will be renovated, a reduction of
—1.0CO; eq/pers*a (2.9 t CO, eq./pers*a) is possible by using a higher renovation standard
than the regulation (EnEV) demands. Besides the higher reduction in energy consumption,
the use of material would increase, and therefore the embodied energy. It also needs to be
mentioned that no costs or social aspects are considered in this study.

The overall governmental goals for 2050 request total reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions of 95% [57], which leads to around 200 kg CO, eq/pers*a for buildings. To
achieve significant impacts to reduce the GWDP, the stated reductions would need to go
along with a change in the energy supply. Taking 2050 scenarios for energy supply into
account, the share of renewable energies will dominate the system, which will reduce the
GWP per person in residential buildings significantly. However, a study on energy supply
scenarios is not part of this article.

The introduced method to identify main drivers in terms of land-uptake and global
warming potential on the level of the region and settlement units offers evaluations that
are based on classifications and assumptions. Using the method, an extrapolation for the
whole residential building stock in Germany is possible, provided that appropriate data are
available. Working on a large scale, the results are representative and general statements
are possible. Nevertheless, there are some restrictions that have to be kept in mind.

The data about the existing building stock are based on the German Census 2011, which
is missing ten years to today’s status of the building stock. As the analysis has shown, new
buildings have a small share within the study regions and the rate of new constructions
of residential buildings in Lower Saxony from 2011 to 2019 was an average of 0.6% per
year [21]. For this reason, the missing numbers of the last ten years may not have a major
impact on the overall result. For a conclusive assessment of this impact, the study needs to
be carried out again with data from the new German Census planned for 2022.
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Due to the limitations of the available dataset, the analysis of the temporal-spatial
dynamics of growth as well as GWP is based on residential buildings only and thereby does
not include, for example, industrial buildings and linked land-uptake. The study does not
address the potential consequences of land-uptake, for example, in terms of ecosystems.

Furthermore, the calculations on residential buildings are based on generalised types
and classifications. The distribution of buildings across multiple settlement units within
each 1 km? grid cell is carried out proportionally, possibly leading to some bias when
distributing the data by area. As the building data used are accumulated on the 1 km grid,
there is no way to more precisely pinpoint the buildings” exact location. The calculations of
energy consumption during operation are based on benchmarks, combined with statistic
data for energy supply shares in Lower Saxony, which also is a simplification. The life
cycle assessments to evaluate the embodied energy are based on the Okobaudat 2016, which
includes data on how a building would be built today. The way of transport or construction
processes in the actual construction year class, for example in 1860, might have been
different. The building constructions are based on assumptions and classification and
represent an approximation.

Life cycle assessments result in a number of environmental indicators, e.g., GWP,
primary energy consumption, ozone depletion potential or acidification potential. This
study evaluates only the GWDP, as CO, emissions often are the focus of political statements or
regulations. Nevertheless, other environmental indicator assessments would be necessary
for a holistic life cycle analysis.

The embodied energy has been excluded in the detailed evaluations of this study. The
chosen method to express the GWP per year and person is a valid way to compare different
settlement types by including population density. The expression of embodied energy
per year and person for existing buildings is questionable though, as the buildings have
already been built and the energy used for construction cannot be changed. Therefore, the
consideration of embodied energy is more significant for new buildings or regarding the
question of demolition versus renovation. As new buildings are built more energy efficient,
the significance of embodied energy is increasing. A building built in 2015 has a share of
40% embodied energy only for the construction of the building. In 2009, which represents
almost the newest buildings within this study, the share of embodied energy was only
30% [25]. This trend shows that the impact of embodied energy is increasing and needs to
be included in holistic approaches for new buildings.
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Appendix A

Table Al. Range of eleven indicators of form, function, and spatial linkages used in the affinity propagation clustering for

classifying settlement types according to the TOPOI method [2].

FORM Min. Max.
Area (A)
The is the area of a settlement unit in ha. 084 ha 3662.06 ha
Compactness (C)
The compactness of a settlement unit is calculated: C = 2 \/tAP*100(%); 14% 99%
C = compactness, A = area, P = perimeter [66].
Building Density (BD) 0.82 32.36
BD is the number of buildings in each settlement unit divided by the area A (ha). buildings/ha buildings/ha
Open Space Ratio (OSR)
OSR describes the amount of space that is not occupied by built structures within a 45.74% 99.74%
certain area. OSR is calculated by applying the formula: OSR = A-BA; A = area, ' ’
BA = Built up area.
FUNCTION
Functional Richness (FR)
FR describes the presence of different functions in a settlement unit ranging from 1 to
8 available functions here (residential area; retail and services; public facilities; 0 8
industrial and commercial area; agricultural facilities; supply facilities; disposal
facilities; parks, sport and recreation facilities)
Population Density (PD)
PD is the number of inhabitants per hectare. The data source gives the absolute 0.00 83.32
number of inhabitants per 1 ha cell (yz). The sum of the total population per cell inhabitants/ha inhabitants /ha
within one settlement unit is divided by the area (A).
Retail and Services Ratio (RSR) 0.00% 92 85%
RSR is the percentage of the area A with retail and services per unit. ' ‘
Agricultural Facilities Ratio (AFR) 0.00% 89.88%
AFR is the percentage of the area A with agricultural facilities within each unit. ’ ’
SPATIAL LINKAGES
Settlement Density (SD)
The density of settlement units assesses the number of units within a 3 km radius, 1 71
using the Euclidean distance between centroids.
Public Transport Connectivity (PTC)
PTC is the number of settlement units directly linked to each other by public transport. 0 76
It can be calculated as PTC = XL (L; + L, + L) where L is the number of unique
settlement units reached by each public transit line that goes through a TOPOL
Proximity to Regional Train Station (PRTS)
The proximity to (operating) regional train stations calculates the shortest distance 0.00269 km 28.11 km

along the street network between a regional train station and the centroid of each
settlement unit in km [37,67-69].
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Table A2. The TOPOI for the two study regions in Lower Saxony (Germany) and the median per indicator. The order of the TOPOI in the table develops along the population density, with
the exception of “exo satellite town”, which is subordinated to Node City and Periurban Town [2].

Indicators
Form Function Linkages
TOPOL Unit Count Building o . Population Retail and Agricultural Public Proximity to
o . pen Space Functional PR . . ST Settlement . .
Area (ha) Compactness (%) Density Ratio (%) Richness Density (in- Services Ratio Facilities Densi Transport Regional Train
(buildings/ha) ° habitans/ha) (%) Ratio (%) ty Connectivity Station (m)
Node city 1 3662 14% 139 80% 8 43.5 8.9% 0.3% 4 68 2669
Node town 7 1153 22% 15.5 81.8% 8 22.5 5.8% 1.6% 18 31 1649
e 24 526 29% 144 82.8% 8 214 5.8% 1.0% 23 23 1407
town
9 81 61% 10.9 82.9% 7 48.2 2.3% 0.1% 13 3 3920
42 224 38% 15.2 84.5% 8 19.7 4.8% 2.3% 13 21 1665
Small
periurban 37 53 60% 15.1 86.6% 7 17.2 1.7% 5.0% 13 18 3654
village
Exo village 524 42 63% 13.1 86.8% 7 14.0 1.4% 7.3% 10 5 6559
Sl oo 73 14 76% 11.3 88.6% 4 11.0 0.0% 13.4% 11 6 6172
village
Disseminated 160 27 53% 8 90.2% 6 7.2 2.1% 8.6% 44 10 8851
village
Agri village 35 20 58% 7.7 89.6% 5 52 1.4% 14.2% 12 23 8440
Disseminated 1071 4 81% 45 91.4% 3 23 0.0% 0.0% 34 0 7017
hamlet
Disseminated
living agri 4283 3 89% 4.7 92.6% 2 2.3 0.0% 23.9% 38 0 8098
hamlet
35 18 69% 1.9 68.6% 3 0.0 0.0% 0.0% 15 0 3779
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Table A3. Description of the thirteen TOPOI identified in the two study regions. The given TOPOI exemplars result from

affinity propagation clustering [2].

TOPOI Description

Exemplary TOPOI Map

Node city (n=1)

In the two study regions, only one node city was identified
(Braunschweig). Due to its physical form, comprising large un-built
areas, such as parks, this TOPOS is large but the least compact
agglomeration. The node city TOPOS has the highest count of public
transport connections: no other TOPOI are so well connected to other
settlement units, even though its dimension increases the distance to
the closest regional train station and decreases the amount of
settlement units in its surroundings (3 km radius). The retail ratio is
highest in comparison to other TOPOL. In the two study regions, the
node city shows a high diversity of functions and large number of
buildings, and the population density (43 inhabitants/ha) is the
second highest of all TOPOI.

Node town (1 =7)

Node towns are the second least compact TOPOL. They feature a high
diversity of functions. Their public transport connectivity and
population density are around half of that of a node city. The

settlement density in a 3 km radius is much higher than in node cities.

The distance to a regional train station, measured from the centroid,
is less than 2 km, which means that these settlement units are
strategically well located with respect to public transport.

In comparison to a node city, these settlement units have a lower
retail ratio.

Periurban town (1 = 24)

Periurban towns are well connected to node cities and node towns.
Since they are relatively small, they feature relatively short distances
to regional train stations, which are comfortably reachable on foot or
by bike from within the given settlement unit. Periurban towns are
comparatively smaller than node towns but have not significantly
different characteristics with respect to functional richness and retail
ratio. They are slightly smaller in other indicators, such as population
density, building density and slightly bigger in terms of open space
ratio. Additionally, in comparison to node towns, periurban towns
have fewer connections to other settlement units via public transport.

0 Tkm
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Table A3. Cont.

TOPOI Description

Exemplary TOPOI Map

Exo satellite towns (1 = 9)

Exo satellite towns have the highest population density (median of 48
inhabitants/ha) They have a very low connectivity by public
transport and their distance to a regional train station is with more
than 4 km relatively high. Due to their proximity and transport
connectivity to periurban towns, they can be considered as their
suburban developments, predominantly characterized by housing.
However, exo satellite towns still have a high functional diversity.

(Q—

Periurban village (n = 42)

The periurban villages have a relatively high ratio of retail and a high
functional richness. The accessibility to a regional train station is—in
comparison to the (larger) size of other settlement units—a very high
(median 1.7 km). This means, from within a periurban village,
regional train stations are comfortably reachable on foot and by bike.
In general, the connectivity by public transport is almost as high as
that of periurban towns. Amongst all other village types, the
periurban villages are the least compact.

O
0 1km

Small periurban village (n = 37)

Small periurban villages have on average a medium number of
connections by public transport and also diversified functions. These
settlement units have the highest average building density. The
presence of retail and agricultural buildings in particular in small
percentages contributes to their village status.

—_—
0 250m

Exo village (n = 524)

An exo village is generally located more than 6 km from a regional
train station. They have a high number of functions, including a small
percentage of agricultural buildings, while the retail ratio is very low.
The settlement units around exo villages are few and the connectivity
to other settlement units is low. Exo villages are mostly found in the
larger Braunschweig region. In the region Vechta-Diepholz-Verden,
they appear close to periurban towns.

0 250m

Small exo village (count 73)

Small exo villages are very isolated with a large distance to a station
and limited access to public transport. They are in average 14 ha big,
have no retail function, and a generally low functional richness.

The share of agricultural buildings is comparatively high with 13%
on average.

O —
0 250m
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Table A3. Cont.

TOPOI Description Exemplary TOPOI Map
Disseminated village (1 = 160) o
Most of the disseminated villages are part of a dense fine-meshed o™ j\
network (median: 44 units within 3 km) of villages and characterized \) \ °
by a large remoteness. The connectivity is low and the distance to the
railway station is the highest compared to all other TOPOI with
almost 9 km. The comparatively high proportion of farm buildings of
almost 9% of the surface area indicates its agricultural character. 4
O O
0 250m
Agri village (n = 35)
Agri villages are characterized by a comparatively high proportion
(14.2% of the total area) of agricultural facilities. They are located
rather far from other settlement units and railway stations but have
good connections to the bus-based public transport network.
o —_—
0 250m
Disseminated hamlet (z = 1071)
This TOPOS consists of a large group of units. Access is only possible
via individual mobility. They have a low number of functions and no
retail. However, disseminated hamlets have a big number of other
settlements around. (Q—
0 250m

Disseminated living agri hamlet (n = 4283)

Disseminated living agri hamlets form the biggest TOPOI group and
are mostly found in the region of Vechta-Diepholz-Verden. They
feature mainly two functions: agriculture and living, and they are
finely dispersed within a dense network of hamlets (median: 38 units
within 3 km). There are no public transport options available.

g

0 250m
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Table A4. Spatio-temporal growth: land-uptake in hectares based on residential buildings according to building age

classes and associated areas without transport infrastructure per TOPOI type (TOTAL = total growth per building age class;

averages: 1st quartile, median, 3rd quartile).

Building Age Class
1860-  1919-  1949-  1958—  1969-  1979—  1984-  1995-  2002-  2010-
1918 1948 1957 1968 1978 1983 1994 2001 2009 2011
TOPOI Count Land-Uptake Residential Buildings ! (ha)

Node City 1 TOTAL 236.8 448.5 212.9 236.5 205.1 59.1 79.9 54.7 90.8 5.4
TOTAL 241.0 272.4 408.6 955.8 774.4 317.3 497.3 420.4 266.3 37.2

Node Town . 1st Quartile  15.3 259 39.2 83.7 87.2 40.1 51.0 45.9 37.5 24
Median 33.8 37.2 457 120.6 109.2 438 68.9 63.3 429 43

3rd Quartile  43.1 46.8 86.2 1734 139.0 523 76.6 76.0 45.1 8.7

TOTAL 495.4 795.6 6659 11782 1.013.9 3715 627.9 580.3 332.1 29.2

o 1st Quartile 5.5 12.9 15.2 33.8 29.2 11.1 20.4 483 85 03

Median 13.3 25.3 225 47.1 39.2 15.7 24.6 23.3 135 0.8

3rd Quartile  25.0 457 342 62.5 55.6 18.7 33.7 34.1 183 2.0

TOTAL 362.6 355.5 468.9 818.3 770.5 376.0 658.7 660.1 425.8 38.8

o 1st Quartile 44 41 55 12.3 12.9 5.4 99 1.1 5.6 0.1

Median 1.0 75 9.0 15.8 16,5 85 13.3 155 9.1 05

3rd Quartile 102 114 12.7 25.1 235 114 20.5 19.6 125 1.1

TOTAL 8.0 8.0 14.4 132.7 69.7 16.8 317 21.8 9.2 1.9

1st Quartile 0.1 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0

? Median 0.2 0.0 13 38 42 0.4 0.8 0.7 0.2 0.0

3rd Quartile 03 0.4 25 23.8 16.1 13 29 12 0.7 0.1

TOTAL 104.6 85.5 80.0 152.6 164.1 61.3 151.4 180.1 88.5 5.1

Peiﬂigan L, lstQuartle 01 0.8 09 17 15 0.6 16 20 0.7 0.0
Village Median 2.3 15 1.6 32 3.8 14 32 42 1.8 0.0
3rd Quartile 34 2.5 34 6.5 5.0 2.2 5.4 73 4.0 03

TOTAL 1479.7  974.2 984.8 20247 2117.0 9155 13661 16958  1049.0 60.4

Fxo Village 54 1st Quartile 0.8 0.5 0.5 1.1 1.0 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.3 0.0
Median 2.1 1.0 1.1 2.5 24 1.0 15 18 1.0 0.0

3rd Quartile 3.8 2.0 2.4 5.0 5.0 2.2 0.3 44 24 0.0

TOTAL 60.3 20.5 24.5 4.7 45.6 23.1 40.7 474 27.4 1.6

SMalllEXo 1st Quartile 03 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0
Village » Median 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.0
3rd Quartile 12 0.4 05 0.9 0.7 0.4 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.0

TOTAL 142.9 134.8 127.4 239.1 281.9 127.9 252.2 314.6 187.3 13.6

Dissemminaas] 1st Quartile 03 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0
Village 160 Median 05 0.5 0.4 0.7 0.8 0.3 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.0
3rd Quartile 12 1.1 0.9 2.1 2.0 0.9 18 24 15 0.0

TOTAL 314 20.4 16.9 244 28.2 11.6 24.1 27.0 114 0.8

Agri Village 55 1st Quartile 03 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Median 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0

3rd Quartile 12 0.9 05 0.8 0.7 05 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.0

TOTAL 87.5 83.9 57.4 109.8 83.7 29.7 55.9 59.5 424 1.8

Disseminated [ 1st Quartile 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hamlet Median 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
3rd Quartile 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0
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Table A4. Cont.
Building Age Class
1860— 1919- 1949- 1958- 1969- 1979- 1984- 1995- 2002- 2010-
1918 1948 1957 1968 1978 1983 1994 2001 2009 2011
TOPOI Count Land-Uptake Residential Buildings ! (ha)
TOTAL 198.5 182.8 126.6 200.4 153.0 57.4 104.0 103.0 59.8 24
Diss.emil1ateC1 1st Quartile 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Living Agri 4.283 -
Hamlet Median 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
3rd Quartile 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 0.9 0.9 1.2 1.5 0.8 0.3 0.0 0.6 0.1 0.0
35 1st Quartile 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Median 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
3rd Quartile 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0
250.0
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Figure Al. Spatio-temporal growth: annual land-uptake per TOPOI type in hectares based on residential buildings

according to building age classes and associated areas without transport infrastructure.
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Figure A2. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period before 1859 are shown with a resolution (grid size) of 1 km.
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Figure A3. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1860-1918 are shown with a resolution (grid

size) of 1 km.
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[ Study region

[71919-1948

(A) Vechta-Diepholz-Verden

O
0 50km (B) Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A4. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1919-1948 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.
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o
0 50km (B) Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A5. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1949-1957 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.
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O Study region

I 1958-1968

(A) Vechta-Diepholz-Verden

V]

0 50km (B) Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A6. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1958-1968 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.
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(A) Vechta-Diepholz-Verden

0]

0 50km (B) Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A7. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1969-1978 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.
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O Study region

W 1979-1983

(A) Vechta-Diepholz-Verden

o

0 50km (B) Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A8. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1979-1983 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.
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0 50km (B] Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A9. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1984-1994 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.
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O Study region

(A) Vechta-Diepholz-Verden W 1995-2007

O]

0 50km (B] Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A10. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 1995-2001 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.

[ Study region

(A] Vechta-Diepholz-Verden

W 2002-2009

O]

0 50km (B] Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A11. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 2002-2009 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.
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[0 Study region

[A] Vechta-Diepholz-Verden

l 2010-2011

O

0 50km (B] Larger Braunschweig region

Figure A12. Spatio-temporal growth: visualisation of the expansion of the settlement area based on residential buildings
according to building age classes. Developments in the time period between 2010-2011 are shown with a resolution (grid
size) of 1 km.

Table A5. Street types [46]—layer structure and sizes in accordance with [47-50].

Classification Width (m) Driving Direction
1 motorway 12.0 1
2 trunk 12.0 1
3 primary 4.25 1
4 secondary 4.25 1
5 tertiary 6.5 2
6 residential 6.5 2
7 service 4.0 2
8 living street 4.5 2
9 footway 15 1
10 path 15 1
11 pedestrian 4.5 2
12 cycleway 15 1
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