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Abstract: The Russia–Ukraine conflict has had a significant shock to the global political and economic
stable and sustainable order. The various sanctions it has triggered are accelerating changes in the
world’s power structure. This paper is a conference report regarding the seminar titled “The One-Year
of the Russia-Ukraine Conflict and Global Shipping Safety,” which was held on 25 February 2023 at
Dalian Maritime University, China. The seminar made creative discussion surrounding the following
topics: the impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict on the safety and sustainability of shipping, the
predictions and impact assessment of geopolitical relations, and sustainable economic development
changing under the Russia–Ukraine conflict. Furthermore, this seminar also mentioned the opening
of the Arctic shipping route and Arctic shipping safety, the application of ship insurance sanctions, the
relationship between the China Railway Express and maritime cargo transportation, the significant
relationship between economic sanctions and China’s energy security, and naval and maritime safety.
This conference report is relevant because it presents the full picture of the constructive discussion
on the impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict in the seminar and includes a literature review and
further discussion surrounding the topic. A broader discussion on this subject matter attracted by
this conference report is expected.

Keywords: Russia–Ukraine conflict; sustainability of shipping; China railway express; economic
structure; political landscape; geopolitical

1. Introduction

The Russia–Ukraine conflict has been going on for over a year and is still ongoing.
Through the interconnected international system and global market, the Russia–Ukraine
conflict has slowed down and, in the future, will continue slowing down the progress of
technical, environmental, economic, and social sustainability of human beings. Transporta-
tion connects all parts of the economy. The role of transport in sustainable development
was first recognized at the United Nation’s Earth Summit in 1992 and was highlighted in
the conference outcome document, Agenda 21. At the 2012 United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), transport and mobility were recognized as central
elements of sustainable development [1]. In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
sustainable transport is mainstreamed into several SDGs and targets related to food secu-
rity, health, energy, economic growth, infrastructure, and cities and human settlements.
Shipping plays an important role in the transportation industry. The guarantee of shipping
safety can provide a stable carrier for sustainable economic and social development.

In the Ukraine issue, reducing tensions and promoting peace talks is the preferred
solution that is proposed by most countries. From a historical perspective, conflicts need to
be solved through dialogue and negotiation [2]. Based on this consensus, this seminar was
organized to provide constructive discussion about sustainable development, especially
sustainable shipping under the impact of war conflict, and provide more Chinese solutions
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and wisdom for the construction of a human community of common destiny [3,4]. It was
jointly organized by the Institute of Ocean Governance and Maritime Culture and the
Dalian Maritime University Law School and held in a combined online and offline pattern.
Experts and renowned individuals from different units and universities delivered speeches
and exchanged views on this topic.

The study in this seminar on state conflict issues is innovative and cross-disciplinary. It
brings together the disciplines of law, political science, economics, and sociology to provide
a multifaceted and comprehensive analysis of the safety and security implications of state
conflicts on sustainable development. Apart from focusing on the impact of the Russia–
Ukraine conflict on the safety and sustainability of shipping, this seminar also focuses on
geopolitical relations and sustainable economic development to take the predictions and
impact assessments of the global change caused by the Russia–Ukraine conflict. The main
issues discussed at this seminar were the relationship between the Russia–Ukraine conflict
and the world political system, the relationship between the Russia–Ukraine conflict and
the global economic system, the relationship between the Russia–Ukraine conflict and
global shipping security, especially the shipping security of China, the operation of the
China Railway Express in the Russia–Ukraine conflict background, and the relationship
between the Russia–Ukraine conflict and military construction. In terms of global shipping
safety, the seminar held in-depth discussions on issues such as the legal mechanism for
ensuring shipping safety, Arctic shipping safety, sanctions on shipping insurance, and the
military’s role in shipping safety. Furthermore, the attending experts provided suggestions
on China’s response and demonstrated a vision for a peaceful resolution through joint
negotiations.

In the opening speech, Bei-Ping Chu, vice president of Dalian Maritime University,
stated that the Russia–Ukraine conflict is the most serious geopolitical military action
in history since World War II, and it has caused significant impacts on the multilateral
system of the United Nations and security system of the United Nations Security Council,
as well as on the global political, economic, and security orders. There are divergent
views on whether the Russia–Ukraine conflict will end, how it will end, and what the
consequences will be. The 19th Communist Party of China National Congress explicitly
proposed the construction of a strong transportation power. The 20th National Congress
again emphasized the promotion of the construction of a strong transportation power [5].
In recent years, the central and local governments at all levels have carried out various
practical efforts to build a strong maritime power and have achieved good progress [6].
At this historical moment, legal scholars should review the impact of the Russia–Ukraine
conflict on global shipping safety and explore the relationship between geopolitical conflicts
and shipping legal orders. It is perceived that the Russia–Ukraine conflict demonstrates
that world risks are increasing and hegemonic power is strengthening. The U.S. sanctions
against Russia in the Russia–Ukraine conflict have been broad, fast, and varied. In the
transportation field, the United States and Western countries have closed many ports and
transportation services to Russia [7]. In this era, when shipping is adopted as a sanctioning
tool, both for China and the world, security governance has become an urgent problem.
Building a national legal system for shipping security is an issue that needs to be addressed
by all countries, especially given the increasing use of shipping as a tool for sanctions [8].

This paper is a conference report regarding the seminar and aims to present the full
picture of the constructive discussion on the impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict in the
seminar and extends the relevant recommendations of authors in order to attract broader
and further discussion on this subject matter. A better resolution of the negative impact of
the Russia–Ukraine conflict will contribute to sustainable economic and social development.
In order to provide a more comprehensive academic study of the issue, this paper will have
a general literature review to comprehend relevant existing ideas surrounding the topic,
then present the main ideas in the seminar and make a scientific argument.
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2. Review of the Related Literature
2.1. World Political Landscape and Global Economic Structure under the Russia-Ukraine Conflict

The intuitionistic effect of the Russia–Ukraine conflict is the increased tension in
neighboring states [9]. Changing political camps and increasing the military budget are
measures some politically sensitive countries would take. According to [9], as the most
vulnerable to the crisis, NATO EU nations made the salient expansion of the military. The
Russia–Ukraine conflict has been broadly treated as a turning point for European politics,
security, and economy. In the view of [10], following the conflict in Ukraine, how the
conflict rebuilds European politics and consolidates the return of geopolitics is the most
salient question.

Political risk will lead to decreased investment and the changing of alternative eco-
nomic partners [11], which affects the economic structure. The Russia–Ukraine conflict has
caused the global economy to experience a slowdown in growth and a boost in inflation.
The study by [12] demonstrated three probable aspects of the change in the global eco-
nomics affected by the conflict. First, higher prices for commodities such as food and energy
will further push up inflation, which in turn will devalue incomes and affect demand. Sec-
ond, economies bordering Russia and Ukraine will be particularly affected by trade, supply
chain, and remittance disruptions. Third, lower business confidence and increased investor
uncertainty will put pressure on asset prices, leading to a tighter financing environment and
potentially stimulating capital outflows from emerging markets. Reference [12] presented
that if the above-predicted scenario truly happened, the war could fundamentally change
the global economic and geopolitical order. They also illustrate that inflation is happening
as the consequence of sharp increases in oil, natural gas, and food prices.

Since Russia and Ukraine are major utilities in the global grain market, the food crisis
triggered by the Russian–Ukrainian conflict has a wide regional reach. The change in the
global food supply chain is one of the manifestations of the impact of the Russia–Ukraine
conflict on the economic structure. From the production and storage process to the transport
logistics and retail process, almost all areas of the food supply chain would be impacted by
the conflict; even consumers and other food-related industries are affected, especially in
Europe and Africa [13]. As a net importer of several commodities, the European agricultural
sector may suffer from the high costs of inputs which may lead to a food security crisis [14].

The Russia–Ukraine conflict would also challenge energy security in many regions
and states. The EU is searching for solutions for increasing energy prices and reducing
energy dependency on Russia [9]. States such as Germany and Italy are cooperating with
alternative suppliers as solutions.

2.2. China Railway Express and Global Shipping Security under the Russia-Ukraine Conflict

Beginning in 2011, the China Railway Express has opened an important channel for
overland freight transportation between China and Europe through the West, Central, and
East lines. The crisis in Ukraine has caused significant fluctuations in global commodity
prices, which have an impact on the downstream production and manufacturing industries.
It also inevitably increases the risk of the cross-border trade and freight market, which
makes the stability and reliability of the China Railway Express transport channel more
uncertain [15]. According to [15], concerned about the impact of the sanctions, some interna-
tional freight forwarders have switched their shipments from railway to shipping. [15] also
illustrated that because of the sanctions from the US and Europe, the traditional Russian
maritime logistics system has been disrupted by significantly limiting the two traditional
Russian corridors on the Baltic and Black Seas.

Some scholars have analyzed the impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict on shipping
security from the Russian side. Sanctions linked to the Russia–Ukraine conflict have
limited further Russian development of a nuclear icebreaker fleet [16]. According to [16],
technology sanctions delayed the LNG project, and Russian Arctic projects would slow
down because of the investment squeeze and uncertain market access.
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3. Impact of the Russia–Ukraine Conflict on the World Political Landscape

All attendees agreed that the Russia-Ukraine conflict had strengthened the hegemonic
system and reached a peak of political division in the world since World War II [17].
Han Wang, an outstanding expert with the Dalian Maritime University think tank and
a professor at the Northwest University for Nationalities, gave a speech titled “Legal
Issues of International Maritime Security and the Russia-Ukraine Conflict.” He stated that
the root cause of the Russia–Ukraine conflict is the hegemonic system that is stirring up
trouble. The hegemonic system has increased the difficulty of combating imperialism and
aggression in the world [18], especially in the Baltic Sea region. He added that one of the
manifestations of the world political division caused by the Russia–Ukraine conflict is that
many countries’ political positions have wavered, and some countries have changed their
foreign policies [19]. Taking Switzerland as an example, as a permanent neutral country
recognized by the international community, after the Russia–Ukraine conflict occurred,
Switzerland decided to participate in all sanctions plans previously developed by the
European Union, prohibiting the export of goods and related services to the Russian energy
sector, and prohibiting the provision of loans or other financial resources to companies
active in the energy sector [20].

The undersigned, Zhirong Yu, a researcher at the East China Sea of Strategic Studies,
Ningbo University, delivered a speech titled “Japan’s Position, Attitude, and Goals in the
Russia-Ukraine Conflict.” He pointed out that another manifestation of the world political
division is the geopolitical game caused by the sanctions and retaliation participated in by
relevant countries in this conflict. Using Japan as an example, Mr. Yu introduced retaliation
from Russia after Japan followed the United States in imposing sanctions on Russia in the
Russia–Ukraine conflict. He said that the behind-the-scenes struggle between Russia and
the United States is the cause of the Russia–Ukraine conflict [21]. Japan overly followed
the United States in imposing a series of sanctions on Russia, and Russia then retaliated
against Japan [22]. In addition to listing Japan among the 48 unfriendly countries and
regions, Russia took measures such as banning the entry of Senior Minister Shinzo Abe
and 63 high-ranking officials, suspending peace talks on the return of territory, expelling
Russian diplomats stationed in Japan, excluding Japan from the economic development
zone, ending the contract for the Samurai II project, and suspending negotiations on a
fishing cooperation agreement, among other sanctions. With these sanctions and retaliation,
the relationship between Japan and Russia rapidly worsened, leading to restrictions on
trade, price increases, and a series of adverse consequences, and the hope for peace talks
seems distant [23].

As Zhirong Yu said, parts of scholars hold the view that the root cause of the Russia–
Ukraine conflict is a war between Russia and the U.S.-led NATO, and the Zelensky gov-
ernment is only a “puppet” controlled by the U.S. Russia is defending its core interests
and strategic space. On the contrary, another voice holds the opinion that the conflict is
caused by Russia being bent on the invasion of Ukraine [24]. The above two different
views, however, do not affect the objective analysis of the change in the position of neutral
countries. In addition to Switzerland, other European neutral countries also experienced a
wave of political hesitation. Finland and Sweden decided to join NATO and participate
actively in sanctions against Russia. Sweden even sent weapons directly to Ukraine [25].
During this conflict, the European Union’s “strategic autonomy” strategy failed, resulting
in significant economic and social costs [26]. There was a disagreement among European
countries regarding their attitude towards the Russia–Ukraine conflict, and the EU and
relevant countries faced a major strategic turning point [17]. In general, however, because
of the concerted attitude of resistance to Russia, the relationship between the United States
and Europe further improved, and NATO was revived through the supply of weapons and
the creation of public opinion [27].

The root cause of the Russia–Ukraine conflict is the ambition of NATO to expand
eastward, led by the United States. It is not advisable for NATO to continue to pursue a
Cold War mindset. Similarly, it is not advisable for countries such as Japan, which pretend
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to resolve conflicts under the banner of solving them, but actually want to adjust their
regional cooperation strategy. The experts attending this symposium unanimously agreed
that the most urgent task in solving the Russia–Ukraine crisis is to promote dialogue
and negotiations between the parties. Whatever the origins of this war, this is the most
appropriate action for both sides of the conflict at the moment. Only by discarding a Cold
War mentality can balanced, effective, and sustainable security architecture be constructed,
thus maintaining the political stability of the world and the peace situation [28].

4. The Impact of the Russia–Ukraine Conflict on the Global Economic Structure

Yan Li, a professor at the School of Navigation Economic and Management at Dalian
Maritime University, delivered a speech titled “Impact of the Russia-Ukraine Conflict on
the Supply Chain and the World Economy.” She summarized the four aspects of the impact
of the Russia–Ukraine conflict on the global economic landscape: First, the conflict caused
an impact on the global economic recovery process [29]. Second, the rise in commodity
prices poses a threat to inflation, and several countries face an increased risk of economic
deceleration [30]. The conflict between Russia and Ukraine accelerated the adjustment of the
global value chain and changed the original layout of the global supply chain. In the chip
and automobile industries, for example, risk and security have become important factors
affecting the layout of multinational enterprises [31]. Without the effect of the conflict,
manufacturers would take achieving environmental objectives and maximizing their profits
as the salient factors in order to achieve sustainable outcomes [32]. Since the conflict, many
enterprises have chosen to sacrifice efficiency in order to ensure safety, which is clearly an
unsustainable way to make profits. The return of US manufacturing to the country has
accelerated the nearshore clustering of the global industrial chain and supply chain [33].
Third, the international financial system has taken a new turn. The chaos caused by the
conflict between Russia and Ukraine has led to the formation of a multilateral payment
and settlement pattern. The sanctions taken by the United States against Russia have
damaged the previous financial order and the trend of “de-dollarization.” Many countries
are forging new payment systems. The decline in the dollar’s dominance has triggered
a restructuring of international reserve assets [34]. Fourth, the pattern of international
trade and investment has changed. The change in the geographical relations between great
powers has led to the construction of a new cycle of global trade. With the United States
in the fold, nine rounds of sanctions led to a breakdown in Russia’s interdependent trade
relationship with Ukraine, and European countries began withdrawing from the Russian
trading system [35].

Yan Li pointed out that in the context of the changing global economic landscape,
China’s economic transformation faces challenges [36]. China should choose to invest
deeply in cooperation with the European Union. It should promote the formation of a
diversified cooperation framework and build a supply chain and logistics system that
is “primarily owned by China and independently controllable.” China should also do
well in ensuring the supply and stability of major commodities, reasonably avoiding
the risk of inbound inflation. Finally, China should promote the transformation of the
financial market to a comprehensive system of structural opening and gradually promote
the internationalization of the RMB.

Economic sanctions are widely used as a tool of war in modern international con-
flicts [37]. In April 2022, the World Bank and the World Trade Organization have already
released reports indicating that the Russia–Ukraine conflict will have a serious negative
impact on the global economy [38]. The Russia–Ukraine conflict and the measures taken by
the West and Europe to sanction Russia have been the turning point in the globalization of
economic development for more than 30 years [39]. These sanctions have not only caused
long-term negative impacts on the Russian economy but have also added to the already
fragile global economic growth, leading to a further increase in global inflation and causing
secondary crises in various fields. The economic cycle between Russia and Europe has
been broken, and the original international division of labor model has been damaged. The
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containment and competition between the world’s major economies have become more
intense, and security has become the theme of world economic development [39]. For
some developing countries outside the region, the impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict on
their social policies is persistent. Taking Indonesia as an example, in order to ensure the
supply of domestic markets under the impact of the conflict, the Indonesian government
controls the export of palm oil, and some policies have become more protectionist and
inward-looking [40]. Changes in the layout of the global industrial chain, resource extrac-
tion policy, and import and export policy are the inevitable effects of the Russian–Ukraine
conflict. The stability of law and order in the special area could minimize geopolitical risks
and keep the natural resources stable in the global economy [41]. It is obvious that the
Russian–Ukraine conflict and the affected global economic conditions are counterexamples
of the doctrine above.

The impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict on the economic landscape of some countries
is currently a matter of dynamic change, and it is not clear whether it is a crisis or a
chance. However, undoubtedly the geopolitical tensions caused by the conflict make it
increasingly difficult to promote stable and sustainable economic policies. During this
conflict, the United States and its allies have portrayed China as a geopolitical threat, which
has worsened the environment for China’s external trade and investment cooperation.
Multinational companies investing in China have to consider the potential geopolitical
risks brought about by this situation, which has worsened China’s economic investment
environment. As Li pointed out, in this current economic climate, China should invest
heavily in cooperation with the EU and avoid risks in order to address the challenges
of economic transformation. Furthermore, in order to resist the risk of the Russian and
Ukraine war, China should invest in improving production ability and energy types [42].

5. Changes in the Operation of the China Railway Express

The changes in the China Railway Express are an important manifestation of the
impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict on the global economic landscape. Professor Kang
Chen, a professor of shipping, economics, and management at Dalian Maritime University,
and Professor Xiaonan Yang, a law professor at Sun Yat-sen University, analyzed and
predicted the changes in the China Railway Express schedules from January 2022 to the
present at a symposium. They emphasized that due to the impact of the Russia–Ukraine
conflict, European customers were under pressure from sanctions and compliance issues
and chose to avoid east and central routes that required passing through Russia [43]. Since
the outbreak of the Russia–Ukraine conflict in 2022, 70% of the cargo volume of the China
Railway Express has flowed to Russia, while 20% has flowed to Europe. Prior to 2022, 70%
of the cargo volume of the China Railway Express had flowed to Europe, 20% had flowed to
Russia, and 10% had flowed to the Eurasian countries [44]. Therefore, the Russia–Ukraine
conflict directly caused disruption to trade between Russia and Europe [45]. China has
become an alternative market for Russia’s import of mechanical products from Europe. The
Eurasian countries will become an important market for the China Railway Express service,
and the long-term demand for Europe’s market will still rely on sea transportation as the
primary transportation method. In the future, the restoration and upgrading of capacity
in Russia’s Far East will have a significant impact on the product structure of the China
Railway Express route to Russia.

Chen Kang and Yang Xiaonan said that due to Belarus’s previous tendency to intervene
in the Russia–Ukraine conflict, the main route that the China Railway Express now relies
on exists in a reality with a risk of being cut off [46]. The cutoff of this route will have
a significant impact on China’s export trade to Europe and the structure of the regional
industry and logistics system.

Before the Russia–Ukraine conflict affected it, the China Railway Express had a very
strong competitiveness in the international logistics field, thanks to its unique logistics
advantages and powerful transportation system, which provided momentum for stabilizing
the global supply chain and promoting the economic recovery of the world [47]. If China
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wants to ensure the normal operation of the China Railway Express, it should enhance
the monitoring and management of the train’s departures and transportation processes,
establish new hub aggregation centers, and add guard posts along the route for preventive
protection against security risks. In addition, China should fully leverage the cooperation
mechanism between the government railway departments of the countries along the route,
such as Russia, to promote the normal operation of the China–Europe rail freight train.

6. The Relationship between the Russia–Ukraine Conflict and Global
Shipping Security

More than 90% of China’s foreign trade and import and export cargo transportation
is achieved through sea transportation, which reached a high of 95% in 2021 [48]. As
a supporter of peaceful solutions to the Russia–Ukraine conflict, China faces the major
challenge of ensuring the robust operation of the shipping industry while avoiding the
negative impact of the conflict. “Consider the Chinese shipping security legal guarantee
system within the framework of the shipping security view” is the answer provided by
experts at the symposium. Han Wang pointed out that in order to effectively respond to
sanctions from the United States and Europe in the shipping field, China should actively
explore the establishment of a legal guarantee mechanism for shipping security. The Russia–
Ukraine conflict has led to changes in the world’s political and economic landscape. In
the current situation where there is an effective security governance mechanism for the
global community, the risk of shipping security is particularly prominent, which directly
affects the political and economic security of countries. When shipping restrictions are
used as a tool for sanctions, it is important to prevent the negative impact of political
competition on China’s shipping security. China should establish and improve the legal
guarantee mechanism for shipping security based on its own practical needs and provide
the necessary thinking tank support for the sustainable development of the country’s
shipping industry [49].

Zhenfu Li, a Professor of Transportation Engineering and President of the Polar
Maritime Research Center at Dalian Maritime University, focused on the impact of the
Russia–Ukraine conflict on Arctic shipping safety and proposed measures to address the
issue. He pointed out that due to the impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict, the current
Arctic governance has entered a substantive standstill [50]. The Arctic governance is cur-
rently experiencing a significant transition from cooperation to competition, from proactive
to stalled, and then to a turning point [51]. This is both a challenge and an opportunity.
The relevant countries should establish the Arctic Sustainable Development Council, fo-
cusing on aspects such as sustainable development and utilization of international seabed
resources, polar governance, and other aspects, to promote the establishment of an inter-
national ocean new order that is consistent with the concept of the maritime community
with a shared future. Boyu Lao, Assistant Professor of Law at Dalian Maritime University,
pointed out that China may consider strengthening its cooperation with Russia in the
development of Arctic shipping routes [52]. In response to sanctions from the United States
and other countries, Russia’s oil and gas products will increasingly be exported to the
Asia-Pacific region in the future. China may become Russia’s hub for accessing Asia and
an indispensable partner for Russia.

The Deputy Dean and Professor of International Law at the School of Law of Southwest
University of Political Science and Law, Jiang Zhou, focused on the application of ship
insurance sanctions in the Russia–Ukraine conflict. He stated that the use of ship insurance
sanctions against Russian-owned vessels poses a risk of interruption to their insurance,
leading to an increase in ship insurance premiums for entering and exiting Russian ports. In
addition, the risk of ship delay due to sanctions has increased, and the rights and interests
of Russian crew members have been affected, facing severe challenges to their physical
and mental health [53]. Professor Zhou pointed out that this round of ship insurance
sanctions has served as a warning for China. The China Shipowners’ Association has never
become a member of the International Shipowners’ Association. In this case, Chinese cruise
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ships and other vessels must dock in relevant countries, relying on the indirect supply of
insurance and reinsurance by the International Shipowners’ Association. This dependence
on credit information leaves great room for punitive measures by the United States, the
European Union, and other countries. Therefore, Zhou proposed that China should clarify
the nature of ship insurance in the relevant regulations of the “Harmonized Maritime Law,”
distinguishing it from general commercial insurance and making specific provisions. At the
same time, China should support its own shipowners’ association and stimulate healthy
competition between different shipowners’ associations.

As an important event in the field of international military security, the Russia–Ukraine
conflict also highlights the important role of military power in protecting maritime shipping
security. Professor Weihai Li from the School of National Security of the China University
of Political Science and Law pointed out that the Russia–Ukraine conflict has increased
the challenge to China’s energy supply security, the risk of energy channel safety, and the
environmental safety risk. Kehong Wang from Dalian Maritime University’s think tank
expressed that China should carry out maritime shipping security protection work from
various aspects such as navy strategy, weapons equipment, and military power. In the
context of the Russia–Ukraine economic war, China needs to familiarize itself and adapt to
the changes in the new era of comprehensive economic warfare, ensuring that both military
and economic hands are strong.

In June 2022, the Joint Committee on International Trade Development said that the
Ukraine War had raised global shipping costs and suppressed trade flows [54]. Analytical
data has been available showing that a shock in geopolitical risk could significantly increase
the cost of spot charter rates [55]. The impact of war on trade was illustrated as early as the
first globalization, which was demonstrated by the study that nineteenth-century wars had
a strictly contemporaneous impact on trade [56]. The sanctions imposed on Russia by the
EU and its member states have had a significant impact on trade and shipping volume in the
north range ports (Le Havre, Zeebrugge, Antwerp, Rotterdam, Bremen/Bremerhaven, and
Hamburg, etc.) The growing supply crisis has led many countries that used to be closely
developing with the EU and the US to look for partnerships in fast-growing countries
such as China and India, which is reflected by the shipping volume [57]. In the context of
increasingly saturated world markets, and as a potential alternative partner, China should
seize the break of substituting trade partners to seek more trade opportunities with more
favorable trade policies and a more convenient navigable environment.

Different from the difficult scenario that the Russian shipping industry is facing,
China should mainly learn relevant lessons and seize opportunities. Specifically, regarding
how to ensure the safety of Arctic shipping, compared to other routes, the Arctic route
can significantly save shipping time and financial costs. China should consider taking
advantage of opportunities to cooperate with Russia to strive to completely open the Arctic
route, allowing ships to pass through the Arctic sea area normally and quickly. Gao Zhiguo,
former judge of the United Nations Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, also proposed that the
impact of the Russia–Ukraine conflict reminds China to be vigilant against scenarios similar
to the “Yin He” incident and to prevent countries such as the United States from affecting
China’s seaborne cargo transportation through tracking, monitoring, and boarding ship
inspections. In necessary situations, preventive measures such as offshore escorts can be
taken to ensure the safety of seaborne cargo transportation. Gao also suggested that China
should take preventive measures such as safeguarding to ensure the normal operation of
the China Railway Express.

7. Conclusions

The Russia–Ukraine conflict has gone beyond the battlefield military confrontation
between the two countries and has extended to games of power and influence between
countries and regions in the political and economic fields. Powerful geopolitical factors are
causing an evolution and deep adjustment in the economic sphere.
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This conflict has been the subject of ongoing debate and controversy around the
world due to different profit motives, while how to respond to the new situation and
develop new strategies is the most salient question that needs to be addressed by states.
Noticing the debate and salient question, supported by existing literature and previous
facts, this seminar provided a comprehensive analysis of the current political situation
and made recommendations on the economic situation. This seminar points out that
it was an unpromising sign that neutral countries were changing their neutral position
and supporting one of the parties in the conflict. The world economic landscape has
changed, and the shipping industry has suffered from volatility due to political factors. The
seminar recommended that interested parties should seize opportunities for alternative
trading partners and stabilize transport routes in order to maintain sustainable economic
development. Meanwhile, the seminar points out that companies should change their
operational strategies in light of the investment environment.

Experts attending the seminar also gave strategies that China should take to respond
to this crisis. To maintain ship navigation safety and deepen the new era of comprehensive
strategic partnership, China should seize opportunities for cooperation with Russia to
completely connect the Arctic route. China should ensure the safety of large-scale goods
trade with Europe, make early predictions of ship navigation safety, and prevent incidents
such as the “Nord Stream pipeline leak” from happening again [58]. China should also
strengthen the protection of cross-border cargo trains and ensure their normal operation.
In addition, China should be vigilant about non-traditional terrorism activities with a
political purpose, such as the chemical pipeline leakage incident, and prevent such activities
from happening again. China may consider strengthening the monitoring of pipeline
transportation, improving the emergency legal system for oil and gas pipeline accidents,
and establishing a sound emergency response plan system. The effect of State conflicts on
the technical, environmental, cultural, economic, and social sustainability of human beings
is enormous.

Apart from presenting the contributive discussion from the seminar, this paper in-
cludes a general literature review and further discussion and advice arising from the
seminar. Peace is a common enterprise of humanity, and solving the root cause of this
crisis through peaceful negotiations, cooperation, addressing common challenges, and
promoting common interests will lead to sustainable development and common prosperity.
This paper aims to advance beneficial discussion and debate on how to address the crisis of
political conditions, economic situation, and transportation in the conflict. Only by working
together can we resolve the Ukrainian crisis and ensure the prevention of similar tragedies
in the future.
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