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Abstract: Overburden collapse and water inrush in mines are primarily caused by rock fractures.
Mining safety can be enhanced by monitoring and identifying early signs of coal failure in the
mines. This article collected acoustic emission data synchronously throughout a series of uniaxial
compression (UC) experiments on natural and water-saturated coal. The influence mechanisms of
water, mechanical properties, and acoustic emission signals on the stress—strain curve and the SEM
results of water-saturated and dry samples are investigated. As a result, the mechanical properties
of coal are not only weakened by water saturation, such as elastic modulus, strain, stress, and
compressive strength but also reduced acoustic emissions. In comparison with saturated coal, natural
coal has a uniaxial stress of 13.55 MPa and an elastic modulus of 1.245 GPa, while saturated coal has
a stress of 8.21 MPa and an elastic modulus of 0.813 GPa. Intergranular fractures are more likely to
occur in coal with a high water content, whereas transgranular fractures are less likely to occur in coal
with a high water content. An innovative and unique statistical model of coal damage under uniaxial
loading has been developed by analyzing the acoustic emission data. Since this technique takes into
account the compaction stage, models based on this technique were found to be superior to those
based on lognormal or Weibull distributions. A correlation coefficient of greater than 0.956 exists
between the piecewise constitutive model and the experimental curve. Statistical damage constitutive
models for coal are compatible with this model. Additionally, the model can precisely forecast the
stress associated with both natural and saturated coal and can be useful in the prevention of rock-coal
disasters in water conditions.

Keywords: fracture; water-saturated coal; acoustic emission; statistical model

1. Introduction

In China, the mining industry is moving towards deep mining which poses addi-
tional safety concerns [1]. Deep mining coal seams can result in coal and gas outbursts,
rock bursts, and gas explosions due to high stress, high pressure, and high concentration
of gas [2-5]. In recent years, hydraulic flushing and water injection have been widely
used to alleviate coal and gas outbursts, reduce coal dust, and prevent coal seams from
spontaneous combustion [6-11]. Coal seams undergo significant changes due to hydraulic
measures, resulting in significant changes in their mechanical characteristics and geophys-
ical properties as a result [12-15]. In the application of geotechnical engineering, water

Sustainability 2023, 15, 1236. https:/ /doi.org/10.3390/su15021236

https:/ /www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability


https://doi.org/10.3390/su15021236
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0351-2864
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1611-1736
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8066-1065
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15021236
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/su15021236?type=check_update&version=2

Sustainability 2023, 15, 1236

20f18

relates to geological disasters, since it affects the mechanical characteristics of coal [16,17].
For example, the increase in humidity in summer leads to frequent falls of roofs and the
degradation of pillars in the mine [18-20]. Heavy rain often leads to landslides and may
lead to karst collapse. Fluid injection into a fault can trigger seismic events [21-23]. The
injection of water to alleviate or prevent coal bursts is a common method [24-26]. These
engineering disasters are caused by wet coal or rock mass that has been damaged and
broken over different time frames, responding to external stress in an obvious manner.
Consequently, knowing the saturation impact on the coal fracture behavior is very valuable
in evaluating the stabilizing of rock structures and preventing damage to them.

Acoustic emission (AE), often referred to as stress wave emission, is the abrupt strain
energy release in the form of an elastic wave during material deformation [27-29]. Re-
searchers have extensively investigated AE waveforms and the link between AE signal
performance and the mechanical process of coal failure [30]. By utilizing AE technology,
significant progress has been made on the coal/rock failure process, for example, the three-
dimensional rock testing and the study of the damage tensor, AE behaviors of rock and
coal under uniaxial compressive test (UC), characterization of the rock cracking patterns
via diametral compression, and the AE characteristics of coal during fracturing [31-35].
These studies demonstrate that laboratory investigations and in situ testing employing AE
may accurately reflect the stress situation and rocks/coal internal fractures.

Some recent research on the AE characteristics of rocks under loading, saturated
with water, has headed to the conclusion that the release of elastic energy reduces with
water and weakens the AE signals [7,36-39]. For instance, Zhao et al. investigated the
impact of water saturation on failure and AE features on sandstone. For this, UC tests
and numerical simulations have been utilized to investigate the development of micro-
cracks and sandstone failure patterns [40-43]. In simulation, using PFC,p software, the
results indicated that increasing water content within the rock significantly decreased the
coal strength, strain ratio (strain to peak strain), Young’s modulus, AE energy (average),
and the maximum energy of a single AE event. Some researchers used strain energy
density for fracture predictions [44-47]. Lin et al. studied the AE parameters during disc-
cutter-induced rock fragmentation processes under various water conditions [48]. Scholars
studied the evolution of microcracks in rocks under saturated conditions using AE data [49].
The results demonstrated that the varying characteristics of rock crack propagation could
be characterized by the AE events frequency along with volume change [12,28,46,50].The
change in P-wave velocity along with AE parameters in porous rock were studied after
micro-crack closure by Fortin et al. and Liu et al. [51,52]. Zhou et al. have taken sandstone
under different water contents as a research object and investigated AE characteristics
along with the type I fracture mechanism [53]. The results unveiled that increasing water
content decreased fracture toughness (Klc). Zhou et al. also investigated the fracture’s
behavior of sandstone under quasi-static loading containing different water content. For
this, notched semi-circular bending (NSCB) tests were performed. During testing, AE
signals were recorded simultaneously with the cracking process [54]. During loading, Liu
et al. and Zhu et al. have made the effort to investigate the AE signal frequency features
with both saturated and dry coals, and the outcomes revealed that the AE signals with a
high frequency were pointedly reduced by water content [55-60].

Different scholars have investigated strain energy and acoustic emission properties un-
der loading. [27,61,62] To obtain the stress—strain interface, the scholars used the traditional
stress—strain constitutive models under loading [63-65]. The damage constitutive model
for coal under loading using AE has not yet been studied. Mechanical vibration fluctuates
strain quantities on construction sites, which can result in substantial deviations from true
strains. As the unique features of the acoustic emission technology are non-destructive and
highly sensitive, the development of the coal constitutive model through AE will be more
valuable for examining and forecasting the coal mass stability around an underground
excavation. In this study, the mechanical and acoustics emission characteristics of dry
and saturated coal under uniaxial loading are examined, and the quantitative relationship
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between strain and acoustic emission is established, to develop a statistical model for
constitutive damage in saturated coal under uniaxial loading which will also consider
the compaction stage. This research will contribute to developing early warning system
for rock engineering disasters by monitoring acoustic emissions, such as slope collapses,
tunnel damage, and coal mine collapses.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Sample Preparation

In order to prepare coal samples for experiments, blocks were taken from coal-mine
working faces in Shanxi Province. Samples are then processed in the same direction in order
to minimize the effect of anisotropy on the results. We polished the specimens with a size
of 120 mm x 60 mm x 30 mm, weighed them using an electronic balance, and measured
their dimensions with a Vernier caliper. A non-metallic detector (ZBL-U520) was used
to measure the ultrasonic wave velocities of all experimental samples in order to verify
the homogeneity of the samples. The sample selected for the experiment was one that
exhibited essentially the same results as the detector. The samples were divided into two
groups, natural coal and water-saturated coal. Afterwards, the samples of natural coal were
placed in a container and labelled as N-1, N-2, and N-3. The samples, 5-1, S-2, and S-3 were
submerged in water for 72 h to ensure saturation. Samples that had been saturated (S-1,
5-2, and S-3) were weighed and placed in containers that had been covered with samples
in order to prevent saturation fluctuation. The properties of the samples (both natural and
saturated) are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Properties of natural and saturated coal samples.

Sample Wave Velocity  Soaking Time  Water Content Elastic Modulus Peak Stress

(10-5 km) (h) (%) (GPa) (MPa)

N-1 2.155 0 0 1.245 13.55

N-2 2.115 0 0 1.320 14.42

N-3 2225 0 0 1.203 12.90

S-1 2.249 72 2.95 0.813 8.21

S-2 2.251 72 3.09 0.708 7.95

S-3 2.350 72 3.89 0.604 7.54

2.2. Experimental Setup and Procedure

The experimental system includes a subsystem for axial compression loading and a
monitoring system for acoustic emissions (Figure 1). Axial loading and control subsystem
consists of an electro-hydraulic servo pressure testing machine controlled by a microcom-
puter (YAW4306) that is capable of performing displacement loading and stress loading,
and records displacements, loads, and time during loading. This experiment uses the
displacement loading method, with a loading rate of 20 N/s. Data storage and graphic
display are included in AEwin Test for Express-8.0, as well as parameter setting, signal
acquisition, and signal a/d conversion. The AE monitoring system was started first to
measure ambient noise, but axial loading and control was not started. The threshold value
should be adjusted from 0 to a value that is appropriate. If this value exceeds this threshold,
AE signals cannot be detected without applying load. However, when the axial loading
and control system is activated at this threshold, the AE signal can be monitored. As a
result of many tests, 45 dB was selected as the threshold in these experiments [12,66]. To
measure acoustic emission signals, the acoustic emission monitor, amplifier, and sensor are
connected in sequence. An acoustic emission sensor is then coupled to a predetermined
location on the sample surface using a viscous coupling agent. The next step involves
placing the prepared coal sample on the test bench of the loading system. This is done by
slowly raising the bottom of the press until the top of the coal sample is in contact with the
top boundary of the loading system. It is also worth noting that the loading system and
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the acoustic emission monitoring system are all started simultaneously when the loading
system is started.

Figure 1. Overview of the experimental system diagram for natural and saturated coal: (a) loading
control system includes (1) system for loading control, and (2) valve; (b) AE and EMR signals
collecting and loading system consists of (3) servo hydraulic press, (4) press head, (5) coal sample,
(6) pressure gauge, (7) AE Sensor, and (8) amplifiers; (c) AE data processing and storage system
comprises (9) system screen to display data, and (10) AE monitor device.

3. Results
3.1. Mechanical Behaviour and Acoustic Emission Characteristics

As shown in Figure 2, AE counts can be observed throughout the uniaxial test, but at
the peak of the stress level, AE counts are at their highest levels. As soon as load progresses,
“Crack closures and friction along fracture planes appear on the stress—strain curves at
lower loading levels and crack propagation, penetration, friction, and slip appear at higher
loading levels” [67-69].
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Figure 2. Cont.
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Figure 2. Relationship of time-stress and time—AE counts of (a) saturated sample and (b) natural
coal sample.

In our research, the term “crack” refers to the internal microcracks that emerge into
visible macrocracks before coal samples fail because of water intrusion and loading. Several
characteristics distinguish water-saturated coal samples from natural coal samples. The
AE count is initially low due to fracture closure, but as the fracture closes, the count
increases. Despite the microcracks that produce a limited amount of acoustic emission
data, the AE system still manages to record some AE counts. In elastic deformation, the
relationship between stress and strain is linear and positive, and the modulus of elasticity
remains relatively constant. The AE counts increase with the progression of the stable crack
propagation in coal samples, and further increase with the progression of the unstable
crack propagation in coal samples. In addition, due to the water content in coal samples,
the cumulative AE counts are smaller than they are for natural coal samples. It has been
observed that the AE counts follow the stress—strain curve as the loading process proceeds.
Based on the distribution of AE counts, it appears that crack development is reflected in
the distribution of AE counts.

As shown in Figure 3a, the cumulative AE counts curve follows the stress/strain curve,
so the AE approach can capture all phases of crack development. It has been noted that
little, or no AE activity has been recorded in the stage called crack closure (A-B), due to
the fact that existing micro- and macro-cracks are being closed. In response to an increase
in uniaxial load, elastic deformation begins to occur (segment B-C), which is reflected in
the increase in AE counts. The AE count increases linearly as the crack propagates toward
point C, and the crack enters the stable propagation stage. An increase in the slope of
the curve (C-D) indicates an increase in the strain energy released from the coal sample
(i.e., more AE counts). The curve begins to deviate from a straight line at this point and
cracks begin to develop until the specimen collapses (point F). A phase from D to E (D-E)
prior to point F is referred to as an unstable crack propagation stage. [7,27,70].
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Figure 3. Relationship of time-stress, acoustic emission counts, and AE cumulative counts of (a) satu-
rated sample and (b) natural coal sample under uniaxial loading.

3.2. Failure Mode of Coal under Stress

It is important to consider that the coal used in this experiment is solid and fragile and
is prone to failure shortly after reaching its maximum strength, resulting in audiometry.
The stress—strain curve decreases rapidly following the peak stress, indicating that post
peak is not readily apparent. The presence of water will affect the mechanical properties
of coal. As evidenced by the failure mode of coal, water appears to have played a role
in the failure mode. The failure modes of coal samples are recorded and displayed. An
illustration of the failure mode and schematic diagram of dry and saturated coals following
failure under uniaxial loads can be found in Figure 4.
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(b)
Figure 4. Mode of failure: (a) Natural samples; (b) Water-saturated samples.

It has been observed that many natural coal samples exhibit tensile failure. A large
tension crack can be seen on the surface of the coal sample. The coal sample will not be
affected immediately by the axial split, and it will retain some bearing capacity until cracks
develop due to tensile collapse. For saturated coal samples, the most common failure
mode is a composite failure, since tension and shear are both active factors in the failure
process. This is due to the fact that the water in the coal lubricates the particles within it,
thus reducing the cohesiveness and bonding force between the particles. As a result of
this development stage, coal samples are more susceptible to fracture spreading and the
development of new fractures (tensile fractures and shear fractures), as well as to local
damage. The changes decrease the strength of the samples significantly.

4. Statistical Model
4.1. Establishing a Statistical Model to Assess Damage

In accordance with the definition of stress:

o= — €))
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Here, stress is o, F is force, and A° represents cross-section area.
Based on a definition by Kachanov [71] of damage, the damage variable Dm is:

A*
DM = — 2
Ao ( )

where, A° is the preliminary non-destructive sample’s cross-section area, and A* denotes
the area after material damage.
A=A"-A" (©)]

A is the real area with micro cracks. Therefore, the real stress of the coal sample will be
o =— 4)

By putting the value of Equation (3) in Equation (4), we get

F
N = 5
¢ A°— A" ©)

By taking original area as common, we get

F
~__ v 6
T EA-) ©
Put Equation (2) in Equation (6):
~ F
¢ T A°(1-Dp) @

Substituting Equation (1) in Equation (7), we get

N o
© T (1=Dn) ®)
Lemaitre suggested, based on the hypothesis of equivalent strain, that the strain
generated in the process of uniaxial compression is equal to the strain generated due to the
effective stress of the undamaged sample. Therefore, effective stress will replace nominal
stress as shown in Equation (9) [72].
Nominal stress = effective stress:

o] = [o7)((1 = [M]) = [L][s]((1 — [M]) ©)

In the above equation, o denotes the nominal stress and o™ effective stresses in a coal
subjected to uniaxial load, with the identity matrix represented by I; [M] denotes the matrix of
damage variable, [L] denotes the elastic modulus matrix, and strain matrix is represented by [s].

Based on the assumption that coal damage is isotropous, coal damage can be described
by the following one-dimensional constitutive equation:

o =0*(1—Dy) = Ee(1— Dy,) (10)

with the damage variable D, generated under the uniaxial loading.

A coal material can have a wide variety of characteristics, and it might exhibit some
imperfections, such as primary pores and microcracks. The development and growth of
cracks in coal materials may be affected by such defects, and since flaws are distributed
randomly, fracture damage may also occur in coal materials according to the same distribu-
tion. This may lead to a characterization of coal damage and fracture as a random variable.
The statistical damage analysis of coal begins with defining a probability distribution
function for its Physico-Mechanical characteristics. Previously, models of rock damage
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constitutive mechanisms were developed using the logarithmic normal distribution of the
microelement strength of rock. In those models, the damage parameters and constitutive
relationship curve of rock fractures could be described in a comprehensive manner [73].
An explanation of coal strength using the Weibull distribution is given in Equation (11),
showing the function of the probability density of microelement failure [74,75].

exp(~15") 1)

The constants F and m explain the inhomogeneity (brittleness) of the coal sample,
indicating the variation response of coal’s characteristics under load, where the random
distribution function of the shape factor is represented by m; for the microelement strength,
the distributed variable is F.

The range of the damage variable D2 is 0-1. It is defined as the ratio of Nyand N,
where Ny represents the number of damaged microelements and N is the total number of
microelements. Then, the coal-related damage variable is stated in Equation (12):

NJ )" exp(- (7)) dx .
D:W: N :1—exp(—(f) ) (12)

Using Equation (12) as the substitute for Equation (10), the stress—strain relationship
can be determined for coal subjected to uniaxial loading.

o= Esexp(—(%)m) (13)

At the peak point (¢, e.) of the distribution, it is possible to calculate the M and F
components of the statistical constitutive model of the Weibull distribution, on the stress—
strain’s curve of natural coal and saturated coal, and the slope at the peak point of strength
is 0. When ¢ = ¢, this led to the establishment of the Equation (14):

2=k (-m) (") exp(~(") =0 (14

Additionally, the point of peak intensity (e, o¢) corresponds to:

€
0 = Eccexp (= {(£)}1") (15)
As a result of simultaneous Equations (14) and (15), we get the following results:
m = [In{Eec/0.}] (16)

F = ¢.[In{Ee. /o }]" (17)
According to simultaneous Equations (13), (16) and (17), the coal damage constitutive
model can be derived based on a Weibull distribution.

o= Eeexp(—l(g)m) (18)

mec

4.2. Strain Characterization by AE

The varying trend of the cumulative AE count (CAEC) with strain under coal uniaxial
loading is depicted in Figure 5; CAEC and strain exhibit a linear relationship induced by
uniaxial loading in coal.
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Figure 5. Cumulative AE count (CAEC’) with strain of (a) saturated sample; (b) natural sample.

The correlation coefficient exceeds 0.95. The following relationship is established
between CAEC and ¢ of coal sample N1.

£=0.00114 + 2.73 x 10" '%*CAEC (19)

It can be seen as follows how CAEC and water saturated sample’s ¢ relate to each

other:
€=9.49 x 107*+9.29 x 107 8*CAEC (20)

When coal samples are loaded uniaxially, fit correlation between e and CAEC satisfies
the equation of first-order functions as shown below:

e=b +a*CAEC (21)
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By substituting Equation (21) into Equation (18), the statistical damage constitutive
model of coal during uniaxial load characterized by cumulative AE count can be obtained,
and its expression is:

(22)

1, b+a*CAEC ™
Ec

oc=E(b+a*CAEC) exp(m()

The model stress value that is calculated from the CAEC value will also be variable
since the CAEC value attained during the experiment is variable. Accordingly, the CAEC
data and strain fitting line (CAEC) in this study are applied instead of the CAEC value
derived from the experimentation, and Equation (22) can be rewritten as follows:

(R

S (23)

* / m

0 =E(b+a*CAEC)exp (1 bra’CAEC )

The purpose of this example is to illustrate how equation (23) can be used to compute
the coal’s stress value when it is subjected to uniaxial loading. The elastic modulus of S1 is
0.895 GPa. The values of a and b can be obtained from Figure 5, which are 9.29 x 10~8 and
9.49 x 104, respectively. The value of M is calculated by Equation (16), which is 5.40, and
the . value is obtained from the experimental stress—strain curve, which is 0.01103. Then,
the stress value of coal under uniaxial compression is achieved by substituting the data
(CAEC’) of the fitting line in Figure 5 into Equation (23). Figure 6 shows the experimental
stress—strain curve and model stress—strain curve of coal samples N-1 and S-1. As shown in
Figure 6, the model stress value of coal sample N1 is higher than the experimental stress
due to the obvious compaction stage in the loading process. Because there is no compaction
stage in coal sample S-1, the model stress value is in good agreement with the experimental
stress. Therefore, it is necessary to establish a statistical damage constitutive model for coal,
which takes into account the compaction stage of the coal.

4.3. Modelling the Compaction Stage from an Integrated Perspective

During the initial phase of loading a coal sample under uniaxial compression, the
sample always displays an obvious stage of compaction. A closer examination of the coal
sample’s stress curve shows that water increases the proportion of the compaction phase.
The previous standard log-normal distribution constitutive model does not include the
compaction step, resulting in large deviations in the compaction stage and an unsatisfactory
match between the projected model and the actual coal stress—strain curve. It is therefore
necessary to develop a constitutive model to address the compaction stage. During the
compaction stage, pores and cracks in the rock are compacted without damage propagation,
and subsequent damage occurs at the elastic (linear) and yield stages. According to Lu’s
study, coal experiences the following strain—stress relationship during compaction [42].

(TzaA(s/sA)2 (24)

When load is applied uniaxially, o and € represent the stress and strain, and 04 and e 4
represent the maximum stress and strain during compaction.

To get the log-normal distribution constitutive model in the compaction stage, the
Equation (24) can be substituted into Equation (18). We get

_ { UA(€/€A)2(€ <eq)

0A+E(E—SA)exp<_%(%)m>(s>SA) (25)
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Figure 6. Relationship of experimental and model value of (a) natural sample; (b) water-saturated sample.

The coal damage constitutive model considered the stage of uniaxial loading and
compaction, which is characterised by the number of cumulative counts, derived by substi-
tuting Equation (21) into Equation (25) and replacing the experimental CAEC value with
data of CAEC and strain fitting line (CAEC’). The expression is as follows:

{ oa((b+a*CAEC")/(b+a*CAEC,"))*(CAEC' < CAEC,') 26)
o=

oA+ Ea(CAEC' — CAEC,) exp(— L (S5 ) (CAEC! > CAECY)

where CAEC,’ is the value of the fitting line at the end of the compaction phase, and
CAEC(' is fitting line value at the peak stress point.
The model stress for the coal sample N1 is in good agreement with the experimental stress
in Figure 7, suggesting that the piecewise statistical damage constitutive model, calculated by
Equation (26) based on cumulative AE count established in this paper, is feasible.
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Figure 7. Relationship of experimental and model value of N-1 sample.

5. Discussion

Water has many effects on coals, including physical, chemical, and mechanical deterio-
ration. The swelling of water-absorbing minerals, the weakening of adhesion and friction
between particles, the pore water pressure formation, and the fracture energy reduction
are all considered to be the mechanisms [7,76]. Depending on the experimental settings
or coal qualities, an individual one or combination of the aforementioned mechanisms
may play a vital part. After failure, the failed sample sections were assessed by SEM to
identify the failure mechanism of coal under water—coal interaction, and the results are
given here. SEM pictures of natural and saturated samples in 2000 and 1000 are shown
in Figure 8(A1,A2,B1,B2). The coal samples utilised in SEM inspection are taken from the
outside of the failed samples and have an average diameter of less than 1 cm. The coal
structure in the natural sample is intact and densely cemented, as illustrated in the image.
Furthermore, except for a few fragments, the fracture surface is rather smooth, and the
micropores are independent of one another. The adhesion between neighbouring coal
particles is considerably diminished in the saturated sample due to the expansion and
dissolving of certain mineral components. More unrestrained coal flakes and particles are
exposed to the sample and then washed away by the free water in the sample. As a result, as
illustrated in Figure 8, the pores widen, generating a variety of drainage channels, and the
coal microstructure loosens or breaks. Water saturation softens the coal and considerably
reduces its macro mechanical strength due to pore and microstructure changes [77].

Transgranular fracture is simpler to spot in natural samples, as demonstrated in
Figure 8(A1,A2). (In Figure 8(A1,A2), the area is flatter and smoother). Transgranular fracture
becomes less prevalent as the water content rises. The voids and crack are more dominant
in saturated coal. Water-eroded cracks can also be found in water-saturated materials. As
a result, the coal’s strength is reduced, deformation rises, and energy is squandered. The
deterioration of coals due to water action and the uneven distribution of water within rocks
can result in the creation of weak planes that are prone to crack propagation during loading
on a mesoscopic level [78]. As a result, high-water-content coals have more intricate failure
patterns. This mechanism is also influenced by pore water pressure.

AE counts are observed throughout the uniaxial test but is most prevalent near the
peak point of the stress. Water-saturated coal samples differ from natural coal samples in
a few ways. AE counts are low when loading begins because of fracture closure, which
causes the AE counts to rise. Despite the present micro-fissures and small amount of
acoustic emission collection level, the AE system continues to record some counts of AEs.
Stress and strain are connected linearly and positively in the elastic deformation stage, and
the modulus of elasticity remains virtually steady in elastic deformation. At the stable
crack propagation stage, the AE counts increase. The AE signals from coal samples further
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increase during the crack unstable propagation stage. As a result of the presence of water
content in coal samples, the cumulative AE counts are smaller than they are for the natural
coal samples. It has been observed that, as the loading process goes, the AE counts follow
the stress—strain curve in the entire process; hence, crack development is reflected in the
distribution of AE counts. In addition, in agreement with the research results of Liu et al.,
the higher the water content in the sample, the more evident the AE precursor reaction
prior to failure [79].

I det [mode | spot] HFW
25.00 kV|14.6 mm| 1000 |ETD| SE | 3.5 |298 um

(B1) | S " (B2)

Figure 8. The SEM analysis of (A1,A2) natural sample with 1000x and 2000x mag. and (B1,B2)
saturated sample with 1000x and 2000x mag.

Stress-strain curves under uniaxial loading of hard and brittle coals have a downward
bulging tendency during the stage of compaction but rise rapidly at the peak point of stress.
The stress reduced abruptly after the peak stress, showing a vertical curve suggesting that
the coal is brittle. The present study introduces a new model for estimating damage which
is derived by combining the log-normal and Weibull (Lg and Wb) distribution. The exper-
imental curve and the prediction coefficient of the new model differ significantly (>0.956).
After compaction, the new model’s trend is greater than the curve of experimental. The
trend of the model is, however, lower near the peak stress than that of the experimental
curve, indicating that the experimental model still exhibits errors. Specifically, the theoretical
curve generated from the statistical damage model indicates that the coal will harden under
maximum stress, indicating plastic behavior, whereas the experimental curve does not show
such behavior. Using the Lemaitre strain equivalence principle, Lg and Wb, a continuous
damage phenomenological model based on acoustic emissions at the macroscopic level was
constructed. In the macroscopic phenomenological model, damage is simply defined as a
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decrease in the stiffness of the coal, and deformation is viewed as an elastic process, disregard-
ing the possibility that the deformation might be irreversible. A nonlinear elastic constitutive
relationship is used in this constitutive model. This approximation will obscure the actual
damage behavior of materials with irreversible deformation characteristics and can be used
in the context of determining and explaining the mechanism of brittle material damage [80];
microcrack propagation, initiation, and nucleation cause a coal’s material failure over time
due to mesolocal tensile strains [81]. We believe that this damage model will be quite useful
in engineering practice if it can be applied to damage analysis.

6. Conclusions

A series of uniaxial compression tests were conducted, both on natural and water-
saturated coal samples. It is significant to note that data on acoustic emissions were
collected simultaneously during the tests. A detailed study of stress—strain behaviour, SEM
results, and a damage analysis model is finally used to describe the effect of water on the
mechanical properties of coal and acoustic emission signals. Based on the findings of this
study, the following conclusions can be drawn:

(1) Asaresult of the saturation of coal with water, the stresses, elastic modulus, strain,
compressive strength, and acoustic emissions are reduced. As compared to saturated
coal, natural coal has a uniaxial stress of 13.55 and an elastic modulus of 1.245, while
saturated coal has a uniaxial stress of 8.21 and an elastic modulus of 0.813.

(2) Intergranular fractures are more likely to occur in coal with a high water content, whereas
transgranular fractures are less likely to occur in coal with a high water content. In
response to water’s action, the cementitious material between coal particles will fracture,
resulting in a more uniform micro-fracture pattern. The decrease in strength and the
increase in deformation can be attributed to this microscopic phenomenon.

(3) When rocks are saturated with water, the failure mode of the rocks might change
as a result. It is evident that tensile failure is the primary mode of failure for dry
coal samples, while tensile-shear composite failure is the primary mode of failure for
saturated coal samples.

(4) The analysis of acoustic emission data has resulted in the development of a unique
statistical model of coal damage under uniaxial stress. A novel model based on this
technique was established, compared to log-normal and Weibull distributions, and
was found to be superior to other models due to its incorporation of the compaction
stage. As compared to the experimental curve, the piecewise constitutive model
presents a correlation coefficient of greater than 0.956. These models are compatible
with statistical damage constitutive models for coal. Additionally, the model can
precisely forecast the stress associated with both natural and saturated coal.
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