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Abstract: Prediction tunnel settlement in shield tunnels during the operation period has gained
increasing significance within the realm of maintenance strategy formulation. The sparse settlement
data during this period present a formidable challenge for predictive Artificial Intelligence (AI)
models, as they may not handle non-stationary relationships effectively or have the risk of overfitting.
In this study, we propose an improved machine learning (ML) model based on sparse settlement data.
We enhance training data via time series clustering, use time decomposition to uncover latent features,
and employ Extreme Gradient Boosting (XGBoost) v1.5.1 with Bayesian Optimization (BO) v1.2.0 for
precise predictions. Comparative experiments conducted on different acquisition points substantiate
our model’s efficacy, the in-training set yielding a Mean Absolute Error (MAE) of 0.649 mm, Root Mean
Square Error (RMSE) of 0.873 mm, Mean Absolute Percentage Error (MAPE) of 3.566, and Coefficient
of Determination (R2) of 0.872, and the in-testing set yielding a MAE of 0.717 mm, RMSE of 1.048 mm,
MAPE of 4.080, and R2 of 0.846. The empirical results show the superiority of the proposed model
compared to simple ML models and a complex neural network model, as it has a lower prediction
error and higher accuracy across different sparse settlement datasets. Moreover, this paper underlines
that accurate settlement predictions contribute to achieving some Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Specifically, preventive tunnel maintenance strategies based on predictive results can enhance
tunnels’ long-term operational reliability, which is in accordance with SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation,
and Infrastructure) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).

Keywords: operation period; settlement prediction; sparse data; machine learning

1. Introduction

The structural settlement changes of urban tunnels may seriously affect the structure,
endangering the safety, stability, and lifespan of the tunnel [1–3]. Accurately predicting
settlement is vital for monitoring changes and implementing preventive maintenance,
making it a critical concern in academic and industrial domains [4–6]. A preventive
maintenance strategy can be made based on estimating future tunnel structural settlement.
It identifies areas needing attention and interventions to prevent more severe structural
damage. This approach significantly improves the long-term operational performance of
the tunnel and ensures its long-term safety and reliability [7]. Thus, it develops a sustainable
and reliable transportation infrastructure for regional economic development aligned with
SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure). Furthermore, this maintenance strategy
also aligns with the target outlined in SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), which
emphasizes the importance of offering safe, affordable, accessible, and sustainable transport
systems for all.
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Machine Learning (ML) exhibits remarkable capacity in capturing complex non-linear
relationships among multiple variables, introducing a new avenue for tunnel settlement
prediction [8]. Presently, ML-based research focuses on the construction period, employing
prediction models like Support Vector Regression (SVR) [9], Random Forest (RF) [10],
General Regression Neural Network (GRNN) [11], and Back Propagation Neural Network
(BPNN) [12]. Notably, Shi et al. [13] utilized Support Vector Machine (SVM) to precisely
predict the arch crown settlement of a shallow buried tunnel; Zhang et al. [14] employed Ex-
treme Gradient Boosting (XGBoost) to estimate excavation-induced settlement considering
parameters such as excavation speed, soil pressure, and water content; Moghaddasi and
Noorian-Bidgoli [15] developed a hybrid model of Artificial Neural Network optimized by
an Imperialist Competitive Algorithm (ICA-ANN) to forecast maximum surface settlement
for minimizing the impact of subway tunnel excavation on the urban area above. To address
the challenge of effectively capturing time-dependent characteristics [16], Deep Learning
(DL) models such as Long Short-Term (LSTM) [17] and Wavenet [18] have been applied
to improve prediction accuracy. Ge et al. [19] proposed a Deep Belief Network optimized
by a Whale Optimization Algorithm (WO-DBN) to predict shield-induced settlement,
while Zhang et al. [20] combined kinetic correlation analysis with Conv1d to introduce an
expanding DL method for real-time ground settlement prediction.

Unlike the construction period, where high-frequency settlement data are directly
acquired using real-time sensors, the operation period mainly relies on manually placed
acquisition points to collect the tunnel surface heights. Due to the monitoring frequency
and methods limitations, the collected data exhibit sparse characteristics of short length and
univariate form. Therefore, the input data for training the prediction model only contain
sparse univariate time-series data. Direct application of sophisticated AI models can result
in inadequate parameter training or overfitting. Moreover, tunnel settlement during the
operation period is influenced by multiple factors [21], emphasizing the importance of
feature extraction for prediction accuracy. Currently, most prediction models solely utilize
the original temporal features of the univariate data without fully exploring the underlying
influencing factors, thereby leading to subpar accuracy and generalization. In summary,
tunnel settlement prediction during the operation period surpasses conventional time
series prediction in complexity.

To overcome these challenges, this paper proposes an improved ML model based
on sparse datasets to predict tunnel settlement during the operation period. The model’s
effectiveness is validated using real datasets from a cross-river tunnel in Shanghai. This
study has the following contributions.

1. To address ineffective parameter training caused by sparse settlement data, this paper
utilizes a K-Means cluster model based on Dynamic Time Wrapping (DTW) to divide
data from different acquisition points into distinct groups. It augments training
samples and enhances parameter training efficiency;

2. To address the limitations of exclusively exploring temporal features in settlement
data, this paper applies the Complete Ensemble Empirical Mode Decomposition with
Adaptive Noise (CEEMDAN) model to decompose the univariate settlement data into
multi-dimensional data. This approach fully explores the hidden influencing factors
and improves feature mining capability;

3. To achieve precise tunnel settlement prediction across different locations, this study
adopts an effective XGBoost with Bayesian optimization (BO)-informed parameter
selection. This predictive model learns decomposed features for each group, dy-
namically optimizing parameter combinations to improve predictive performance,
ensuring precise and stable predictions.

The subsequent sections are structured as follows: Section 2 provides an overview of
the existing research in settlement prediction. Section 3 introduces the project background,
Section 4 elaborates the proposed methodology, and Section 5 presents the experimental
results, while Section 6 draws conclusions.
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2. Related Works

In general, tunnel settlement prediction models can be classified into model-based
methods and AI-based methods. Model-based methods, including empirical solutions and
numerical simulations, use professional physical conditions to build rigorous mathemati-
cal models. Additionally, empirical methods utilize professional knowledge to construct
appropriate mathematical models for fitting observed data. Vorster et al. [22] developed a
conservative estimation method for ground settlement by considering physical variables
such as tunnel geometry, pipe stiffness, and soil properties. Fang et al. [23] established
an empirical formula based on the normal distribution function to estimate underground
settlement caused by shield tunneling. Lu et al. [24] designed a tunnel settlement formula
based on Gaussian functions using measurements from multiple field sites. However,
empirical methods may yield unstable predictions due to variations in environmental
conditions. Meanwhile, theoretical approaches are usually established based on certain
physical assumptions and constraints to describe, explain, and predict settlements. They
mainly use computers to simulate and visualize parameter variations in different scenar-
ios [25]. Klotoé and Bourgeois [26] simulated the impact of umbrella arches on tunnel
settlement using the CESAR-LCPC 3D finite element mode. Lai et al. [27] used finite
element difference methods to simulate the influence of underpass tunnel construction on
settlement. Li et al. [28] conducted sophisticated simulations using FLAC3D to analyze
bridge piles and tunnel lining deformations caused by shield tunnel excavation. Numeri-
cal simulation methods demand substantial computational resources for adjustments in
response to environmental changes, hindering their ability to offer timely dynamic pre-
dictions. While model-based methods offer explicit explanations for tunnel settlement,
they are not extensively used due to constraints in valid mathematical assumptions and
available multiple influencing variables.

AI-based methods explore potential correlations among input data to generate pre-
dictive results. Ling et al. [29] employed RF to predict settlement in shield tunneling
through complex geological formations and determine the relative importance of each
input variable. Additionally, some researchers have compared the performance of multiple
ML models on the same single dataset. Mahmoodzadeh et al. [30] compared the tunnel
settlement prediction performance of SVR, RF, Gradient Boosting Machine (GBM), XGBoost,
and Light Gradient Boosting Machine (LightGBM). Tang and Na [10] evaluated SVM, RF,
BPNN, and Deep Neural Network (DNN), determining that SVM struck the best balance
between training time and accuracy. Researchers have also integrated parameter optimiza-
tion mechanisms like BO [8], genetic algorithm optimization (GA) [31], and particle swarm
optimization [32] to improve training effectiveness. Previous studies have demonstrated
good settlement prediction accuracy with ML models, but their simple structures may
struggle to uncover complex non-linear and non-stationary relations in time-series data.
Consequently, they have poor prediction performance and limited applicability. By con-
trast, DL models can adaptively adjust parameters, mine hidden features [33], and enhance
prediction accuracy. Cao et al. [34] proposed a Recurrent Neural Network-Gappy Proper
Orthogonal Decomposition (RNN-GPOD) model for tunnel surface settlement prediction,
aiding accurate tunnel boring machine operation. Wu et al. [35] showed that LSTM out-
performs traditional ML methods in settlement prediction tasks. Zhu et al. [36] integrated
K-Means and LSTM to predict tunnel settlement under different degradation patterns,
ultimately assessing tunnel structure performance. While complex network structures excel
in capturing intricate input data relationships, prediction model effectiveness hinges on
data quality. Sparse input datasets may result in overfitting or diminished accuracy.

The model-driven approach, based on geomechanics, mathematical assumptions, and
other theoretical knowledge, can be utilized to calculate the settlement evolution of tunnels
under different circumstances. However, these methods simplified the external tunnel en-
vironment to meet corresponding mathematical assumptions. Nevertheless, as operational
time increases, the surrounding environment undergoes continuous changes, which have
a particular impact on the tunnel structure. Therefore, this approach cannot accurately
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predict the dynamic changes in structural settlement. The effectiveness of data-driven
prediction methods has been validated in various engineering projects during the tunnel’s
construction. These highly accurate AI models require abundant data samples to support
model training and parameter updates. However, during the operation period, manually
collected settlement data exhibit sparse characteristics of low frequency, short time series,
and single variables. If these data are directly utilized for training AI models, problems like
ineffective updates of model parameters or model overfitting may arise, which can result
in decreased prediction accuracy. Therefore, current approaches fail to provide precise and
stable settlement predictions during the operational period. Consequently, further research
is needed to predict sparse settlement data during the operational period.

3. Project Overview

This study validates the proposed model using data from a cross-river tunnel in
Shanghai. The tunnel spans 8950 m, with 7500 m crossing the Yangtze River Nan Harbor
water area, characterized by a diameter of 15 m. As the longest cross-river tunnel in Shang-
hai, its structure has undergone spatial–temporal variations due to complex hydrological,
geological, and human factors in its vicinity.

According to the structural characteristics of the tunnel, it is divided into five sections.
A total of 227 locations within the tunnel are equipped with hydrostatic level gauges, and
height is monitored semiannually. These sections and acquisition points are depicted in
Figure 1. The approach sections (Sections 1 and 5) connect the tunnel with surface roads,
while the buried section (Sections 2 and 4) links the approach and shield sections (Section 3).
The center region of the cross-river area represents the shield-driven section. This study
uses datasets from June 2011 to December 2021 for training and validation, removing the
abnormal data due to device damage, resulting in a dataset dimension 203 × 22. Figure 2
illustrates accumulated settlement variations between 2011 and 2021, showing similar
patterns in some areas but significant differences in others. Sections 1–3 exhibit an overall
rise in settlement over time, while Sections 4 and 5 experience degradation. Notably,
the area from S217 to S225 has significant long-term cumulative settlement, warranting
focused maintenance.
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TSI, proposed by Li et al. [37], thinks settlement is a significant factor influencing the
overall condition of shield tunnels. Unlike accumulated settlement, settlement can reveal
timely changes in tunnel structure. As a result, this study focuses on predicting settlement
to assist maintenance personnel in formulating preventative maintenance strategies and
improving the operational performance of tunnels. The original monitored height is trans-
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formed into settlement data according to Equation (1). Sjt is the settlement of acquisition
point j at time t, Hjt is the height of acquisition point j at t.

Sjt = (Hjt − Hjt−1)× 1000 (1)
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4. Methodology
4.1. Improved ML Model for Tunnel Settlement Prediction

This paper proposes an improved ML model shown in Figure 3, comprising three
parts: data augmentation by DTW-K-Means, multi-feature mining by CEEMDAN, and
settlement prediction by an ML-based model.

1. Augment the sparse settlement dataset. The DTW-K-Means aggregates acquisition
points with similar settlement patterns in different clusters. By learning all time-series
data in the same cluster, the number of training sets for the prediction model is
directly increased;

2. Extract potential multi-feature information from the univariate settlement dataset. The
CEEMDAN decomposes univariate settlement data into multi-dimensional data, reveal-
ing hidden influencing factors by capturing underlying non-linear and non-stationary
relationships. The multi-dimensional data consist of multiple Intrinsic Mode Functions
(IMFs) and residual items (Res) obtained from the decomposition process;

3. Predict the future settlement of each acquisition point. A rolling window approach
generates the training set from the same IMF series, followed by the predictive model
based on ML. Ultimately, the model predicts future trends for each IMF and synthe-
sizes the predicted settlement of each acquisition point.
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In summary, the proposed model first utilizes DTW-K-Means to aggregate data sam-
ples with similar settlement patterns into a new shared training dataset, thereby directly
increasing the number of training samples. Next, CEEMDAN is employed to decompose
the original settlement series of each sample point, revealing information at different time
frequencies. After these two processes, the training datasets consist of settlement data from
all acquisition points in the same cluster, with features including multidimensional decom-
posed variables. Finally, different BO-ML models are constructed to learn the different
decomposed features and make predictions. The prediction of each feature is then summed
to form the final settlement prediction. Finally, the improved ML model is validated by the
actual data based on four evaluation metrics.

4.2. Data Augmentation: DTW-K-Means

Revealing the similarity between series from the overall set of time series to form
distinct groups can serve as a means of data sample augmentation [38]. Due to the temporal
nature of settlement data, this study applies a K-Means model based on DTW to cluster
settlement datasets. Compared to traditional Euclidean distance, DTW can effectively
calculate the distance between sequences of different lengths and reflects the maximum
similarity [36]. Therefore, adopting this method can improve the accuracy of time series
clustering. Suppose we have a dataset consisting of m time series sharing the same length
n and there are two time series X = {x1, x2, . . . xn} and Y = {y1, y2, . . . , yn}. Firstly,
a similarity matrix Dm×n is constructed where each element is the Euclidean distance

between sequences defined by d(i, j) = d(xi, yj) =
√
(xi − yj)

2 ∈ Dm×n. Starting from
the first elements of both sequences, the algorithm determines the cumulative minimum
cost path through the matrix, considering possible warping paths that allow local shifts
in the time axis. DTW finds the optimal alignment with the minimum cumulative cost by
iteratively calculating the costs and updating the path. Subsequently, the Elbow method and
Sum of Squared Distances (SSD) are used to determine the optimal number of clusters [39].
K-Means [40] as an effective and commonly used model is suitable for clustering small to
medium-sized data samples. In this study, the DTW algorithm determines the similarity
between acquisition points during the K-Means clustering process. The clustering process
can be divided into the following steps.

1. Determination of optimal cluster numbers using the Elbow method to pre-train the
settlement datasets to get the optimal number of clusters k;

2. Initialization of cluster centers. A set of samples is selected as the initial centers ui;
3. Initialization of clustering. Each sample is assigned to the nearest cluster based on the

DTW distance to the cluster center ui;
4. Determination of the validity of clustering results by calculating the minimal SSD for

the cluster to assess the completion of clustering. If the condition is not met, the above
steps are repeated. Once the desired result is achieved, the final clustering results
are outputted.

Time clustering can group settlement data based on their trends, overcoming con-
straints like geographical locations and environmental factors. Data in the same cluster
show higher similarity in settlement patterns, while patterns differ significantly between
clusters. Sections in similar geographical environments experience consistent external
influencing factors, leading to consistent long-term settlement patterns and trends within
the same area. Consequently, they are grouped into the same cluster. Subsequently, the
settlement data from the same cluster are aggregated to form a uniform training dataset,
enriching sparse historical settlement data and expanding training samples. This method
helps reduce the possibility of overfitting. Suppose we have a set X = {x1, . . . , xm}
and m time series with the same length n, xi = {yi,1, . . . , yi,n}. Taking x1 as an ex-
ample, before utilizing the augmentation method, the training set can be defined as
D(x1) = {y1,1, . . . , y1,n}. After adopting DTW-K-Means, suppose the original dataset
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X is divided into C1 = {x1, x3, . . . , xm−1} and C2 = {x2, x4, . . . , xm}. As a result, the
training dataset for x1 is augmented as follows.

D(x1) = D(x3) = . . . = D(xm−1) =


y1,1 . . . y1,n
y3,1 . . . y3,n
. . . . . . . . .

ym−1,1 . . . ym−1,n

 (2)

4.3. Multi-Feature Mining: CEEMDAN

Time series decomposition reveals inherent non-linear and non-stationary information
in the data [41]. Empirical Mode Decomposition (EMD) [42] decomposes signals based
on the inherent time scale characteristics of the data, yielding a finite number of IMFs.
Each IMF is the different characteristics of the original signal at different time scales. It
represents various factors that lead to tunnel settlement. To ensure that each decomposed
mode is not influenced by noise, thereby enhancing the accuracy and robustness of the
decomposition, this study utilizes CEEMDAN [43] to perform time decomposition of the
settlement data. This approach effectively eliminates mode mixing caused by EMD and
improves the model’s ability to capture nonlinear and non-stationary features in settlement.
The decomposition process is as follows.

1. White noise vλ(t) which follows a normal distribution is added to the original time
series x(t) in iterations for λ(λ = 1, 2, . . . , I). The reconstructed series can be defined
as xλ(t) = x(t) + vλ(t). Performing the decomposition step of EMD on xλ(t), the first
IMF IMF1 and residual m1(t) are given as follows.

IMFn =
1
I
×

1

∑
λ=n−1

IMFλ
n (3)

mn(t) = mn−1(t)− IMFn (4)

2. Then add vλ(t) to m1(t), and further decompose by EMD to calculate the IMF2 and
m2(t). After decomposing in the n − 1 time, add vλ(t) to mn−1(t), and decompose
mλ

n−1(t) using EMD in the n time. The IMFn and mn(t) can be computed as follows.
3. After the J-th decomposition, mn(t)(n = J) cannot be further decomposed. Finally,

the original series can be decomposed as follows, where mJ(t) is the final residual.

x(t) =
J

∑
n=1

IMFn + mJ(t) (5)

4.4. Settlement Prediction

The prediction method needs to account for both linear and non-linear relationships
within the settlement data, which makes traditional linear regression and simpler models
unsuitable. Meanwhile, due to restrictions imposed by early monitoring equipment, this
study only uses settlement data from various acquisition points within the tunnel during its
operational period, resulting in a sparse training dataset. However, using sparse settlement
data to train complex neural network models may lead to overfitting. Studies have proved
XGBoost’s superiority over other algorithms on small-scale datasets, demonstrating its
effectiveness in solving non-linear regression problems while mitigating overfitting [44].
Based on the previous literature review, SVR and RF have also been confirmed as effective,
commonly used settlement prediction models. Thus, this study selects these three ML mod-
els as candidate models to learn and predict the settlement. Additionally, BO continuously
learns from previous optimizations to identify the best-optimized parameter configuration,
requiring fewer samples to derive the optimal values [45]. Therefore, BO is adopted to
address the challenge of complex hyperparameter selection in ML model training when
dealing with sparse data.
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4.4.1. ML Models

1. Extreme gradient boosting

XGBoost [46] selects decision trees as base learners, aiming to reduce the error between
predicted values and targets by adding new base learners. The final predicted output
value is obtained as the summation of predictions from all the base learners, as shown in
Equation (6).

Yi =
M

∑
m=1

fm(xi), fm ∈ F (6)

where f represents decision tree, F represents all functions of used decision trees, and M
represents the total number of trees. In the regression process, the first regression tree is
fixed with the learned data features from the first iteration. The new regression trees are
added to compensate for the errors and improve accuracy. The error generated by the
preceding t ensemble models will serve as a reference for building the t + 1 tree. The new
tree can rectify model errors and continue adding trees until further improvement is not
possible. Ultimately, the objective function is smaller than the desired threshold.

In XGBoost, the objective function is defined as Equation (7). The first item l(yi, ŷi) is
the loss function, which is the difference between the true value yi and predicted value ŷi.
The second item Ω( fm) represents the regularization penalty item, which is used to control
model complexity. Regularization terms can smooth the final learning weights, thereby
preventing overfitting.

obj(θ) =
n

∑
i=1

l(yi, ŷi) +
M

∑
m=1

Ω( fm) (7)

The regularization term Ω( fm) for the decision tree is defined as Equation (8). λ con-
trols the penalty, and T represents the number of leaves in the decision trees. γ represents
the complexity of each leaf and is the vector of scores on the leaves. Next, the second-order
Taylor expansion in general gradient boosting is employed in the loss function of XGBoost.
Then, the objective function can be defined as Equation (9). gi and hi represent the first
and second derivatives of the loss function, and q is a function that assigns data to the
corresponding leaf. Because each data sample only belonged to one leaf node, the sum
of the loss values of each leaf node can also be used to describe the loss function. Thus,
the objective function can also be defined as Equation (10). Accordingly, Gi and Hi can be
defined as Equations (11) and (12). Ii represents all the data samples in the leaf node j.

Ω( fm) = γT + 0.5λ
T

∑
j=1

ω2
j (8)

J(t) ≈ ∑n
i=1

[
giωq(xi)

+
1
2
(hiω

2
q(xi)

)

]
+ γT +

1
2

λ∑T
j=1 ω2

j (9)

J(t) ≈ γT + ∑T
j=1

[
(∑i∈ij

gi)ωj

]
+ ∑T

j=1

[
+

1
2
(∑i∈ij

hi + λ)
i
ω2

j

]
(10)

Gj = ∑i∈ij
gi (11)

Hj = ∑i∈ij
hi (12)

2. Support vector regression

SVR [47] aims to make all the sample points approximate the regression hyperplane
while minimizing the total deviation between the sample points and the hyperplane.
Suppose there is a n-dimensional training set {(x1, y1), . . . , (xn, yn)} ⊂ Rd × R, where
Rd is the space of input features for xi. Additionally, let f (x) = ω·ϕ(x) + b denote the
regression function mapping from the output space to the input space, where the ω and b
are weight vector and bias, and ϕ(x) represents a function mapping from input values to
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high-dimensional space. The objective of SVR is to find f (x) such that the model bias is
less than or equal to a given error threshold ε. This problem can be solved by minimizing
the objective function, as in Equation (13).

min[ 1
2∥ω∥2 + C·

n
∑

i=1
(ζi + ζ∗)]

s.t.
{

yi − f (xi) ≤ ε + ζi, ζi ≥ 0
yi − f (xi) ≥ ε + ζ∗i , ζ∗i ≥ 0

(13)

In Equation (13), C is a regularization parameter, which controls the model’s com-
plexity; ε is the Vapnik’s intensive loss defining the margin of acceptable error around
the predicted value; ζi and ζ∗i are slack variables measuring the training errors calculated
by the ε-loss function. Next, the Equation (13) can be rewritten as Equation (14), where
K(xi, xj) is the kernel function which transforms the data point from the low-dimensional to
high-dimensional space; αi and α∗i are the Lagrange multipliers; nsv represents the number
of support vectors.

f (x) =
nsv
∑

i=1
(αi − α∗i )K(xi, xj) + b

s.t.
{

0 ≤ αi ≤ C
0 ≤ α∗i ≤ C

(14)

3. Random forest

RF regression is an ensemble method consisting of multiple decision trees [48]. Ini-
tially, bootstrap samples are randomly selected from the original training dataset with
replacement. Next, each decision tree is evolved by using the bootstrap sample. Firstly, a
randomly selected subset of input features from the bootstrap sample is chosen. Then, the
best splitting method within this subset is determined at each node split in the decision tree.
The splitting process continues until further subdivision no longer reduces the Gini index.
The tree grows to the maximum size and remains unpruned. This process is repeated until
the defined number of trees is reached. Finally, the ensemble algorithm generates multiple
outputs corresponding to each tree. The final prediction result is obtained by averaging the
prediction results of multiple decision trees, as shown in Equation (15), where y represents
the prediction results, K is the number of decision trees, and fi(x) is the prediction result of
the i-th decision tree for an input vector x.

y =
1
K

K

∑
i=1

fi(x) (15)

4.4.2. Bayesian Optimization

In ML-based models, multiple hyperparameters control the learning behavior, and
their combinations significantly impact the final training performance of the model. Un-
like classical optimization scenarios with well-defined mathematical objective functions,
hyperparameter selection is computationally demanding and lacks a clear objective func-
tion. BO surpasses conventional approaches such as grid search in effectiveness. BO is
a probabilistic distribution-based global optimization algorithm [49]. It predicts the next
sampled hyperparameter combinations based on the previously experimented distribution.
Applying BO to optimize hyperparameters can significantly enhance tuning efficiency,
especially in settlement prediction with limited sample points.

Supposing a function x∗ = argminxχ∈Rd f (x) presents the relationship between the
hyperparameters and objective loss function, where x∗ represents optimal parameter
combination, χ represents decision space, and f (x) is the objective loss function. Because
settlement prediction is a regression question, the objective loss function is Root Mean

Square Error (RMSE), which can be defined as f (xj) =

√
∑N

i=1 (
⌢
y i(xj)− yi)

2
/N, where

⌢
y i(xj) is the model results by using the hyperparameter combination xj.
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During the optimization, firstly, the dataset of hyperparameters D = (X, y) is es-
tablished, where X = {x1, x2, . . . , xi} and y = { f (x1), f (x2), . . . , f (xi)}. Next, Gaussian
Process Regression (GPR) composed of a mean function and a covariance function is trained
to learn data and update the posterior distribution of the objective function. In other words,
BO constructs a probabilistic regression model M for the objective function f : X → Rd and
calculates the probability distribution function P( f (x)|x, D) . Then, the next observation is
calculated by an Acquisition Function (AC) α(xt). The AC uses the current P( f (x)|x, D)
as a cheap surrogate for the loss function and adopts the Probability of Improvement (PI)
to guide the selection of the next evaluation point, which aims to find the optimal solution
for the hyperparameters that minimizes the objective loss function. Through each iteration,
the dataset of hyperparameters D is updated according to the parameters and losses from
the previous stage.

4.4.3. Prediction Based on BO-ML Model

This paper employs the BO-ML model for settlement prediction, as shown in Figure 4.
Because the time series split requires the testing dataset to be later than the training dataset,
each settlement data is divided initially, with the first 80% of the data used for training and
the remaining 20% for testing. Additionally, similar settlement pattern data are grouped
using the mentioned data augmentation method to create a new training set. Each data
sample in this set contains the same number of decomposed features. Next, separate
ML-based predictive models are constructed to learn and predict each component within
the same cluster. Finally, according to the decomposition principle of CEEMDAN, the
settlement prediction can be calculated by Equation (16), where the Ĉi(t) is the prediction
result of each IMF, R̂M(t) is the prediction result of Res, and Ŝ(t) is the final prediction
of settlement.

Ŝ(t) =
M

∑
i=1

Ĉi(t) + R̂M(t) (16)
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When constructing the predictive model, this paper selects three efficient ML models
as candidate models: XGBoost, SVR, and RF. To enhance the models’ accuracy, BO is used
to optimize parameter selection. Table 1 shows each ML model’s explanation and search
scope of hyperparameters. Meanwhile, cross-validation is used to prevent over-fitting.
Rather than using the common K-fold cross-validation [50], this study adopts Time Series
Cross-Validation (TSCV). Specifically, the TSCV ensures that in each split, the indices of
testing set for every temporal settlement sequence remain later than those of the training
set (based on sklearn.TimeSeriesSplit v1.0.2). During the k-th iteration, the first k folds
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are designated as the training set, while the (k + 1)-th fold serves as the testing set. After
iterations, the K number of models’ RMSE is calculated using the testing set. This study
sets the mean results of the 5-fold TSCV as the objective function to guide the parameter
updates using BO. In the optimization process, the model hyperparameters and the range
of hyperparameters are first initialized to generate random initialization points. Then,
the training set and the initialized parameters are input variables for the GPR. The mean
TSCV results of the ML model under each parameter set are employed as the objective
function, and the parameters are adjusted to improve the GPR. Subsequently, based on
AC, the next parameter set, which is most likely to enhance the objective function, is
selected to be further evaluated. The new sample points are then incorporated into the
model for training, and the GPR is updated to predict the objective function values more
accurately for unsampled points in the parameter space. When the preset number of
iterations is reached, the optimization iteration is stopped. Subsequently, the BO-ML model
with the best performance in original settlement data prediction will be used as the basic
predictive model to train on the datasets processed by DTW-K-Means and CEEMDAN.
Finally, based on predefined evaluation metrics, the improved ML model is evaluated using
the testing set.

Table 1. Explanation and search scope of hyperparameters for each ML model.

Model Hyperparameter Hyperparameters Explanation Search Scope

XGBoost

colsample_bytree Subsample ratio of features used for fitting a tree [0.01, 1]
gamma Minimum loss reduction required for further partitioning [0.001, 10]

learning_rate Step size shrinkage used in model update [0.01, 0.3]
max_depth Maximum depth of a tree [1, 10]

min_child_weight Minimum weights of the instances required in a leaf [0, 20]
n_estimators Number of trees to be used in the boosted ensemble. [1, 1000]

reg_alpha L1 regularization term on weights [0.001, 1]
reg_lambda L2 regularization term on weights [0.001, 1]
subsample Subsample ratio of the training instances [0.001, 1]

SVR
C Penalty parameter of the error term [0.1, 10]

epsilon Specifies the tolerance margin where no penalty is given to errors [0.001, 1]

gamma Coefficient for Gaussian Radial Basis Function (RBF), polynomial,
and sigmoid kernels [0.01, 0.1]

RF
max_depth The maximum depth of the tree [3, 10]

max_features The number of features to consider when searching the best split [0.1, 0.999]

RF
min_samples_leaf The minimum number of samples required to be at a leaf node [1, 30]
min_samples_split The minimum number of samples required to split an internal node [2, 30]

n_estimators The number of trees in the forest [10, 300]

5. Case Study
5.1. Evaluation Metrics

In this paper, four evaluation metrics were used: Mean Absolute Error (MAE), RMSE,
Mean Absolute Percentage Error (MAPE), and Coefficient of Determination (R2). The
formulas for these metrics are shown in Equations (17)–(20), where n represents the total
number of samples; yi represents the actual measured value of settlement; ŷi represents
the predicted value; y is the average of the measured values. MAE, RMSE, and MAPE
measure the prediction error: the smaller the value is, the better the prediction is. R2

measures the goodness of fit for the prediction model: the larger the value is, the better the
performance is.

MAE =
1
n

n

∑
i=1

|yi − ŷi| (17)
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RMSE =

√√√√√ n
∑

i=1
(yi − ŷi)

2

n
(18)

MAPE =
1
n

n

∑
i=1

|yi − ŷi|
yi

(19)

R2 = 1 −

n
∑

i=1
(yi − ŷi)

2

n
∑

i=1
(yi − yi)

2
(20)

5.2. Results of Augmentation for Settlement Data

XGBoost is selected as the basic predictive model based on the comparative results
of candidate models. Thus, all subsequent analyses of the proposed model are based on
the improved BO-XGBoost. This section employs DTW-K-Means (based on tslearn v0.6.2)
to classify settlement data into clusters, identifying similar settlement patterns for unified
training. First, we use the Elbow criteria to determine the appropriate value of k. Figure 5
demonstrates the SSD curve exhibits significant change at the values 3 to 6. Therefore, the
DTW-K-means models with k = 3 to k = 6 are tested to determine the optimal number.
Additionally, when k is larger, the similarity between data increases, but the number of
samples clustered together decreases, reducing data augmentation’s benefit. Therefore,
when training the clustering model, it is necessary to consider both the impacts on training
samples and data similarity. In this study, different values of k within the range of 3 to 6
are used to pre-train the proposed model, and the corresponding evaluation metrics are
calculated. As shown in Figure 6, at k = 4, the MAE, RMSE and MAPE are the lowest, and
R2 is highest. Therefore, it is thought that at k = 4, the model simultaneously considers
both sample similarity and the quantity of training samples, leading to optimal predictive
results. Consequently, k = 4 is selected for further discussions.
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Figure 7 illustrates the clustering outcomes and Figure 8 shows settlement series of
four clusters, showcasing spatial proximity among acquisition points within the same
cluster despite lacking explicit spatial features in the dataset. These points exhibit similar
settlement patterns due to their similar geological environments and structures, verifying
the effectiveness of the clustering model. Cluster 1 primarily encompasses acquisition
points in Sections 4 and 5, closer to the island susceptible to ground activities like adjacent
construction, resulting in more severe settlements. Conversely, Cluster 2 includes points in
Section 3, influenced by factors like tides and water pressure, potentially exhibiting upward
trends due to periodic water level rises. Clusters 3–4, situated in more stable areas with
fewer nearby constructions, display distinct settlement trends. Notably, data from disparate
sections may be grouped together based on temporal trends rather than spatial proximity
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alone. For example, some acquisition points’ geographical locations in Sections 1 and 3 are
not adjacent. From a temporal trend perspective, most acquisition points in Section 3 show
a rising trend. However, some acquisition points have a shorter duration of this trend,
lasting only one monitoring period before degrading. These acquisition points’ settlement
patterns align with those in Section 1. Thus, they are clustered together. If only spatial
information is considered, the similarity between these data points would be overlooked.
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Figure 7. Clustering results of settlement data at different sections.

Figure 9 displays the mean settlement data for the four clusters, while Table 2 summa-
rizes the clustering results for different sections and the percentage of acquisition points
in each cluster. Cluster 1 initially experienced degradation in the first half of 2012, fol-
lowed by a gradual rise with minor fluctuations, showing an upward trend by 2021. This
cluster shows lower settlement values, indicating severe settlement in the corresponding
areas. It accounts for 30.05% of acquisition points, so demanding particular attention,
especially in Sections 4 and 5, which reflect more severe settlement due to complex traffic
and geographical factors. Cluster 2 showed gradual degradation with periodic fluctuations
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and an upward trend in 2021. This cluster is characterized by prominent peaks and the
broadest range of settlement variations. Cluster 3 started with a rise in the first half of
2012, subsequently experiencing intermediate degradation, and a downward trend in 2021.
Lastly, Cluster 4 primarily showed an upward trend in 2011, followed by variable changes
and a slight increase in 2021, suggesting stable yet significant settlement patterns in the
corresponding area.
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Table 2. Clustering results of acquisition points in each cluster.

Cluster Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4 Section 5 Total Percent

Cluster 1 0 0 11 21 29 61 30.05%
Cluster 2 0 0 47 0 0 47 23.15%
Cluster 3 27 23 12 0 0 62 30.54%
Cluster 4 8 0 25 0 0 33 16.26%

Total 35 23 95 21 29 203 100%

Time series clustering identifies similar settlement patterns in tunnel structures, con-
solidating data within clusters for unified training. The training data increase from the
historical data of individual acquisition points to all acquisition points’ historical data with
similar settlement patterns, thereby increasing the number of training data. Table 3 presents
the augmentation results of one acquisition point randomly selected from each cluster.
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Table 3. Augmentation results of training data.

Acquisition Point Cluster Number of Original
Train Data

Number of Augmented
Trained Data

S007 Cluster 4 14 854
S012 Cluster 3 14 658
S135 Cluster 2 14 868
S217 Cluster 1 14 462

5.3. Results of Feature Mining for Settlement Data

In this section, CEEMDAN (based on PyEMD v1.5.1) decomposes the original data
to extract additional features. Initially, an unconstrained CEEMDAN model is used to
pre-train the data for each acquisition point to ensure sufficient feature extraction. Results
indicate a minimum of two unrestricted decomposed IMFs. So, the parameter “max_imf”
is set to 2, which ensures that the clustered data can be used together to train the same
prediction model. Meanwhile, it means the original time series data are decomposed
into two IMFs and a Res, resulting in a dataset that includes three different time-scale
settlement features.

S103, a critical location in the tunnel structure, is selected for further analysis. Table 4
and Figure 10 illustrate the decomposition results, with each IMF arranged from high to
low frequency. The horizontal axis represents data collection points every six months from
June 2011 to December 2021. The average of IMF1 and IMF2 is approximately zero, with
their respective curves fluctuating around zero. Conversely, the Res’s average significantly
deviates from zero, exhibiting a lower frequency of fluctuations. Moreover, the Pearson
correlation coefficient (Pearson) between IMF1 and original settlement is 0.889, indicating
the highest similarity in trend. IMF1 effectively removes data noise caused by monitoring
instrument malfunctions, recording errors, and other factors, offering a more accurate
representation of settlement variations and contributing to higher predictive accuracy. In
contrast, IMF2 represents the low-frequency component, revealing the long-term periodic
fluctuations in tunnel settlement influenced by external environmental factors. The average
fluctuation period is five years. Notably, at t = 3 (December 2012), the IMF2 curve shows
a degrading trend, likely associated with the structural impact of unauthorized tunnel
loading detected above the area in 2012. These curve fluctuations affirm the decomposition
algorithm’s ability to uncover underlying information. Additionally, Res reflects the overall
trend of long-term structural changes in the tunnel. The curve illustrates a historical
downward trend, yet more recently indicates an upward trend.
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Table 4. Statistical information of decomposition results for S103.

IMFs Settlement IMF1 IMF2 Res

Max 7.970 4.573 1.718 2.179
Min −1.790 −4.855 −1.687 0.850

Average 1.209 −0.435 −0.017 1.662
Person 1.000 0.889 0.269 0.069

Through CEEMDAN, the original settlement sequence is decomposed into denoised
settlement feature (IMF1), periodic variation feature (IMF2), and long-term trend feature
(Res). By learning features at different time scales, the model can better capture the
nonlinear trend changes caused by unknown external factors.

5.4. Analysis of Settlement Prediction
5.4.1. Parameter Selection

1. Number of input sequence

The number of historical inputs, representing the time window, significantly affects
the learning performance of the model. Longer inputs facilitate capturing temporal trends
but may reduce the training sample size; shorter inputs may decrease learning effectiveness.
To determine the optimal input length, this study keeps the proposed model structure
consistent and only adjusts the input data length for comparative experiments. The experi-
mental results are shown in Figure 11; when the input number is 4, the model performs
best on both the training and testing set. Therefore, this study set the input time step to 4
for further discussions.
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2. Hyperparameter selection for predictive model

To assess the performance of BO, this study builds proposed models with GA based
on deap v1.4.1, grid search algorithm (GS) based on scikit-learn v1.0.2, and BO based on
bayesian-optimization v1.2.0 for parameter optimization, separately, and compares them
with an unoptimized model. The experimental results are summarized in Table 5. All
optimized models show superior predictive capabilities compared to the unoptimized
model, thus highlighting the importance of parameter tuning. Moreover, in contrast to the
limited improvements with GS, both GA and BO exhibit higher prediction performance.
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Additionally, BO shows the lowest prediction errors and highest prediction accuracy,
verifying its efficiency in parameter selection when dealing with small sample datasets.

Table 5. Evaluation metrics of models using different parameter optimization methods.

Model
MAE (mm) RMSE (mm) MAPE% R2

Train Test Train Test Train Test Train Test

Model with GA 0.690 0.754 0.984 1.052 3.768 4.184 0.860 0.843
Model with GS 0.704 0.804 1.032 1.154 4.059 4.669 0.851 0.836

Unoptimized model 0.712 0.818 1.041 1.208 4.077 4.672 0.847 0.834
Model with BO 0.649 0.717 0.873 1.048 3.566 4.080 0.872 0.846

Consequently, in this section, the paper constructs BO to optimize the hyperparameters
of ML models. The objective function is defined as the minimization of the RMSE from
5-fold TSCV. The optimal parameter values for the 12 models are shown in Table 6.

Table 6. Optimal hyperparameters for each cluster.

Hyperparameters
Cluster1 Cluster2

IMF1 IMF2 Res IMF1 IMF2 Res

colsample_bytree 0.778 0.917 0.001 0.765 1.000 1.000
gamma 3.967 2.023 0.285 0.487 0.001 0.001

learning_rate 0.065 0.251 4.319 0.111 0.300 0.300
max_depth 9.313 7.716 0.697 9.573 5.925 3.576

min_child_weight 7.836 17.608 701.325 10.115 13.540 18.331
n_estimators 186.159 617.115 0.001 266.392 478.287 160.659

reg_alpha 0.358 0.721 0.445 0.584 1.000 1.000
reg_lambda 0.917 0.265 1.000 0.660 0.001 1.000
subsample 0.609 0.752 0.001 0.739 1.000 1.000

Hyperparameters
Cluster3 Cluster4

IMF1 IMF2 Res IMF1 IMF2 Res

colsample_bytree 0.843 1.000 1.000 0.789 0.822 1.000
gamma 3.017 0.001 0.001 0.879 0.031 0.001

learning_rate 0.099 0.300 0.010 0.077 0.113 0.010
max_depth 5.449 3.357 6.173 6.952 8.009 10.000

min_child_weight 5.411 7.157 0.000 18.287 19.636 6.343
n_estimators 379.028 173.910 680.769 167.286 609.162 680.025

reg_alpha 0.179 0.001 0.001 0.554 0.331 0.001
reg_lambda 0.245 0.001 0.001 0.569 0.215 1.000
subsample 0.847 1.000 1.000 0.990 0.813 1.000

5.4.2. Model Evaluation

This study utilizes Python (v3.7) to construct predictive models. The proposed im-
proved ML model is based on XGBoost (v1.5.1), with comparative models including single
XGBoost, SVR (based on scikit-learn v1.0.2), RF (based on scikit-learn v1.0.2), and LSTM
(based on keras v2.3.1). Additionally, BO is employed to optimize parameter selection for
all ML models based on the method described in Section 4.4.3. As for LSTM, GS based on
5-fold TSCV is used to adjust learning_rate and dropout to prevent overfitting. Table 7
outlines the final parameter values for the comparison models, using S217 as an example.
All compared models use four historical settlement data from time t − 4 to t − 1 as inputs,
and the output is the settlement value at time t. Meanwhile, a separate compared model is
built for each acquisition point’s settlement data. The proposed model builds different BO-
XGBoost, which respectively learn and predict historical IMFs series and Res to ultimately
synthesize the predicted settlement.
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Table 7. Parameters of comparison model for S217.

Model Parameters

XGBoost

colsample_bytree = 0.63; gamma = 4.12; learning_rate = 0.176;
max_depth = 5.943; min_child_weight = 1.793;

n_estimators = 268.058; reg_alpha = 0.022; reg_lambda = 0.209;
subsample = 0.485

SVR kernel = “rbf”; C = 1.297; epsilon = 0.075; gamma = 0.952

RF max_depth = 6; max_features = 0.1; min_samples_leaf = 25;
min_samples_split = 2; n_estimators = 82

LSTM units = 50; dropout = 0.7; activation = “Adam”; epochs = 100;
batch_size = 1; learning_rate = 0.001

Among the 203 acquisition points, this study randomly selects S007, S012, S135, and
S217 from each cluster for comparison. Using an input size of four and an output size of
one for the settlement datasets, four-fifth of the total recorded length is designated as the
training set (samples 0–13), with the remaining one-fifth used for testing (samples 14–17).
Figure 12 depicts the predictive performance of the improved ML model and comparison
models on the same dataset. While all models fit well during steady settlement changes
(Figure 12a), the improved ML model consistently outperforms others in capturing unstable
movement (Figure 12b–d). When the early fluctuations of the time series are gentle but
become violent in the later stages (Figure 12b), all single ML models fail to promptly
capture the changes in settlement, resulting in significant errors. As the curve exhibits
long-period fluctuating changes (Figure 12c,d), the fitting performance of single ML models
improves, leading to reduced errors. Compared to the other two ML models, the predictive
accuracy of XGBoost is higher. However, LSTM demonstrates poor robustness, resulting in
significant deviations in the testing set. Notably, among the four datasets, the predicted
values generated by the proposed model closely match the actual settlement curves on
both the training and testing set.
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To assess predictive performance and generalization, this study utilized settlement
data from 203 acquisition points in the tunnel and computed evaluation metrics, as shown
in Table 8. Firstly, among the single ML models, RF exhibits the highest prediction errors
and lowest R2 on the training and testing sets. This model cannot effectively capture the
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temporal trends of settlement effectively. Meanwhile, XGBoost’s predictive performance
slightly outperforms SVR and RF, verifying the efficiency of this model in handling sparse
datasets. Thus, this model is chosen as the basic predictive model for further improvement.
Although LSTM demonstrates better fitting performance on the training set, its perfor-
mance on the testing set is poor, indicating distinct overfitting. In contrast, the proposed
improved model based on BO-XGBoost exhibits the lowest MAE, RMSE, MAPE, and high-
est R2 on both the training and testing set, indicating its superior predictive performance.
Furthermore, compared to XGBoost, the proposed model displays a 29% reduction in MAE,
a 38% reduction in RMSE, a 48% reduction in MAPE, and a 3% increase in R2 on the testing
set. Therefore, the proposed improved ML model can effectively enhance the predictive
performance of traditional ML models in dealing with sparse tunnel settlement during the
operation period.

Table 8. Average evaluation metrics of different models.

Model
MAE (mm) RMSE (mm) MAPE% R2

Train Test Train Test Train Test Train Test

RF 1.651 1.666 2.125 2.133 9.740 10.397 0.781 0.742
SVR 1.319 1.333 1.904 1.917 8.975 9.211 0.804 0.798

XGBoost 1.065 1.010 1.637 1.710 7.657 7.973 0.824 0.821
LSTM 0.858 2.429 1.287 2.794 6.248 17.623 0.830 0.693

Proposed model 0.649 0.717 0.873 1.048 3.566 4.080 0.872 0.846

Three models are constructed for comparative analysis to explore the contributions of
different parts to the proposed model. The No-clustered model does not utilize DTW-K-
Means for data augmentation; the No-decomposed model does not employ CEEMDAN to
explore hidden temporal features within univariate data; the No-BO model indicates the
absence of BO for parameter optimization in XGBoost. Experimental results are presented
in Table 9, showing that removing any single part will decrease model accuracy. This
indicates that the proposed model can comprehensively improve model performance. The
No-clustered model exhibits the poorest predictive performance, suggesting that data
augmentation directly increases the number of samples for model training and significantly
contributes to model improvement. Next, the No-decomposed model failed to explore
potential trend features, resulting in lower efficiency in feature extraction and increased
prediction errors. The No-Bo model shows that using BO for parameter optimization
can effectively enhance model performance, although its contribution is the lowest. In
summary, each part contributes to improving ML prediction performance. However,
there is a discrepancy in the predictive performance of the proposed model between the
training and testing set, indicating significant overfitting. This model only considers
historical temporal trends while neglecting recent changes in the external environment.
Consequently, its performance on the testing set is inferior, indicating a relatively lower
generalizability of the model, which requires further improvement.

Table 9. Average evaluation metrics of models without different parts.

Model
MAE (mm) RMSE (mm) MAPE% R2

Train Test Train Test Train Test Train Test

No-decomposed model 0.769 0.956 1.056 1.367 4.248 6.256 0.842 0.827
No-clustered model 0.835 1.004 1.216 1.459 4.762 6.767 0.833 0.825

No-BO model 0.712 0.818 1.041 1.208 4.077 4.672 0.847 0.834
Proposed model 0.649 0.717 0.873 1.048 3.566 4.080 0.872 0.846
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5.4.3. Tunnel Settlement Prediction

To estimate settlement trend of the tunnel structure, this study applied the proposed
model to predict the next 3-year settlement comprising six data points. The results are
presented in Figure 13. The predicted settlement data generally coincide with the historical
patterns of each cluster. Specifically, acquisition points belonging to Clusters 1 and 2
exhibit a stable fluctuating movement, while those in Clusters 3 and 4 show slight upward
trends compared to the latest measured data. Notably, all predicted settlement data for the
next three years are within the safety range of ±10 mm set by the maintenance company.
Thus, the overall service performance of the tunnel remains stable without significant
structural changes.
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Furthermore, the accumulated settlement for December 2024 of each acquisition point
was calculated based on the predicted results and compared with the historical data for
December 2021, as shown in Figure 14. The overall differential settlement condition between
tunnel sections remains unchanged, but there is a further trend of increasing cumulative
settlement in Section 5, requiring special attention.

Sustainability 2024, 16, x FOR PEER REVIEW 22 of 25 
 

Furthermore, the accumulated settlement for December 2024 of each acquisition 
point was calculated based on the predicted results and compared with the historical data 
for December 2021, as shown in Figure 14. The overall differential settlement condition 
between tunnel sections remains unchanged, but there is a further trend of increasing cu-
mulative settlement in Section 5, requiring special attention. 

Based on the above predictions, it is suggested that the maintenance company con-
tinuously monitor the overall settlement movement of the tunnel over the upcoming three 
years. For Section 5 with significant severe cumulative settlement, necessary maintenance 
measures should be taken to mitigate degradation. By reasonably formulating mainte-
nance strategies based on predictive results, the tunnel can maintain regular operation, 
effectively reduce economic costs, and achieve the sustainability of management. 

 
Figure 14. Comparison of future accumulated settlement in different locations. 

6. Conclusions 
As a vital component of urban infrastructure, proper management and maintenance 

of tunnels are crucial for various industries [51]. In the life cycle of urban tunnels, exces-
sive settlement poses the risk of severe structural damage, jeopardizing tunnel safety, sta-
bility, and longevity. Due to the sparsity of tunnel settlement data during the operation 
period, the accuracy and generalization ability of AI-based prediction models is reduced. 
This paper proposes an improved ML model that combines time series clustering, time 
series decomposition, and BO-XGBoost to achieve better predictive performance with 
sparse settlement data during this period. The main contributions of this paper can be 
summarized as follows. 
1. By using a DTW-K-Means time series clustering model, the data with similar settle-

ment patterns are aggregated for unified training. This augmentation approach di-
rectly increases the number of training samples, thereby facilitating the learning of 
the future trends in tunnel structures and reducing the likelihood of overfitting. 

2. By utilizing the CEEMDAN time series decomposition model, the univariate settle-
ment data are decomposed into multi-dimensional data containing different tem-
poral frequency information. This method allows the model to effectively reveal the 
underlying influencing features in the univariate data, enhancing prediction accu-
racy. 

3. By adopting BO, the high-performing XGBoost model is able to search for the optimal 
combination of hyperparameters even with limited sample sizes. It enhances the pre-
dictive capability of the model. 
In summary, the proposed model exhibits accurate and stable predictive perfor-

mance when facing sparse univariate settlement data during the operational period. Com-
pared to traditional ML models and LSTM, the proposed model achieves the lowest pre-
diction error and highest accuracy on both the training and testing set. The study also 
utilizes the proposed model to forecast the next 3-year settlement trends of the tunnel in 
Shanghai. Based on the prediction results, preventive maintenance strategies are sug-
gested. This facilitates the long-term operational performance, safety, and reliability of 

Figure 14. Comparison of future accumulated settlement in different locations.

Based on the above predictions, it is suggested that the maintenance company contin-
uously monitor the overall settlement movement of the tunnel over the upcoming three
years. For Section 5 with significant severe cumulative settlement, necessary maintenance
measures should be taken to mitigate degradation. By reasonably formulating maintenance
strategies based on predictive results, the tunnel can maintain regular operation, effectively
reduce economic costs, and achieve the sustainability of management.
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6. Conclusions

As a vital component of urban infrastructure, proper management and maintenance
of tunnels are crucial for various industries [51]. In the life cycle of urban tunnels, excessive
settlement poses the risk of severe structural damage, jeopardizing tunnel safety, stability,
and longevity. Due to the sparsity of tunnel settlement data during the operation period,
the accuracy and generalization ability of AI-based prediction models is reduced. This
paper proposes an improved ML model that combines time series clustering, time series
decomposition, and BO-XGBoost to achieve better predictive performance with sparse
settlement data during this period. The main contributions of this paper can be summarized
as follows.

1. By using a DTW-K-Means time series clustering model, the data with similar set-
tlement patterns are aggregated for unified training. This augmentation approach
directly increases the number of training samples, thereby facilitating the learning of
the future trends in tunnel structures and reducing the likelihood of overfitting.

2. By utilizing the CEEMDAN time series decomposition model, the univariate settle-
ment data are decomposed into multi-dimensional data containing different temporal
frequency information. This method allows the model to effectively reveal the under-
lying influencing features in the univariate data, enhancing prediction accuracy.

3. By adopting BO, the high-performing XGBoost model is able to search for the optimal
combination of hyperparameters even with limited sample sizes. It enhances the
predictive capability of the model.

In summary, the proposed model exhibits accurate and stable predictive performance
when facing sparse univariate settlement data during the operational period. Compared
to traditional ML models and LSTM, the proposed model achieves the lowest prediction
error and highest accuracy on both the training and testing set. The study also utilizes the
proposed model to forecast the next 3-year settlement trends of the tunnel in Shanghai.
Based on the prediction results, preventive maintenance strategies are suggested. This
facilitates the long-term operational performance, safety, and reliability of tunnels, which
supports realizing SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure) and SDG 11 (Sustain-
able Cities and Communities). However, due to limitations in data acquisition methods
during the operation period, this study only considers the temporal patterns of settlement
without incorporating other important environmental factors such as traffic flow and tides.
Consequently, the model’s performance on the testing set is inferior, and its generalization
capability is limited.

Some further research directions may improve model performance. Firstly, tunnel
structural settlement is susceptible to various external factors. Therefore, it is worth
considering how to quantify and select multiple data sources to improve the model’s
learning ability. Additionally, while existing research has mainly focused on the temporal
dependency of settlement, there is explicit spatial dependency in settlement between
adjacent areas. Therefore, incorporating spatiotemporal factors can also enhance the
model’s performance.
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