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In December 2019, a new kind of coronavirus, termed novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV
or COVID-19), was noticed in Wuhan, China, and has now rapidly spread throughout
China and the world [1]. On 30 January 2020, the World Health Organization’s (WHO)
Director-General designated the novel coronavirus outbreak a public health emergency
of international concern (PHEIC), and on 11 March 2020, the WHO officially recognized
the COVID-19 outbreak as a pandemic [2]. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic’s severe
urgency stage, which spanned three years, there was an extended state of emergency,
with high rates of death and burden on health care systems [3]. The COVID-19 pandemic
caused substantial death rate rises in 2020 on a scale not experienced since World War
II in Western Europe or since the dissolution of the Soviet Union in Eastern Europe [4].
On 28 September 2020, the reported mortality toll from COVID-19 reached one million
deaths globally, and on 26 January 2021, the number of registered COVID-19 cases exceeded
100 million [5]. Furthermore, as of 17 December 2023, over 772 million confirmed cases
and almost 7 million deaths have been reported globally [6]. The pandemic exposed a
lack of emergency preparedness in the healthcare sector, particularly in OECD nations that
had been expected to be more resilient [7]. The dramatic rise in mortality connected with
COVID-19 was reflected in lower life expectancy around the world [8]. In this regard, the
GBD 2021 Demographics Collaborators [9] reported that global life expectancy at birth fell
by 1.6 years from 2019 to 2021, whereas Cao et al. [10] estimated a decrease of 1.8 years.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development [11], adopted by all United Nations
Member States in 2015, lays out a common vision for stability and growth for individuals
and the environment, with 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 objectives at
its core. Unfortunately, when the SDG Decade of Action commenced in 2020, COVID-19
had already emerged as a global outbreak and impeded accomplishments toward the
SDGs [12]. The global pandemic has since delayed advancement toward SDGs, wors-
ened geographical disparities, limited connections, and boosted aversion to globalization
because of curfews and geopolitical issues [13]. The global outbreak had an immediate
effect on medical services, human health, and wellness, and pandemic containment had
an indirect impact on wealth, schooling, food availability, and the ecosystem, particularly
through social regulations, business and school closures, and travel bans abroad [14]. The
COVID-19 pandemic hindered achievement of the SDGs by 8.2%, with socio-economic
sustainability dropping by 18.1% and environmental sustainability improving by 5.1%,
in contrast to normal operational patterns [15]. Thore [16] observed that the global out-
break had an even greater effect on nations that had already overlooked and neglected
human well-being deficits in fields such as senior care, personal security, and sanitation.
Moreover, the pandemic deepened existing disparities, triggering higher demonstrations
of racism, xenophobia, extremism, polarizing populism, protectionism, misinformation,
and disinformation, along with the unethical use of digital technologies [17]. Naidoo and
Fisher [18] estimated it will be improbable to achieve two-thirds of the SDGs. On a global
scale, Elsamadony et al. [19] noticed that the most harmed goals during the pandemic were
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inequality (Goal 5) and economy (Goal 8). In a similar vein, Shuai et al. [20] emphasized
that SDGs pertaining to economic growth have been affected the most severely, including
SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) and SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), whereas SDG
12 (Responsible Consumption and Production), SDG 13 (Climate Action), SDG 14 (Life
Below Water), and SDG 15 (Life on Land) were enhanced due to limited human interactions
during the period of the pandemic. Specifically, the pandemic-related economic collapse
increased the number of people living in severe poverty to around 119 and 124 million in
2020. The crisis heightened gaps, leading to a drop of 255 million full-time employment
in 2020 and 101 million children and young people falling under the minimal reading
competency level [21]. The global outbreak exacerbated existing inequities within and be-
tween countries, inflicting havoc on the poorest individuals and nations and undermining
advances reached in lowering income disparities preceding the financial crisis [22]. Hence,
the fundamental objective of “leave no one behind” has been undermined by expanding
disparities [23]. As of April 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has had major effects on about
1.6 billion workers in the informal economy, triggering a 60% drop in their incomes [24].

Because of COVID-19’s elevated propagation velocity and the risk that asymptomatic
or presymptomatic people could be diseased, several nations implemented lockdown mea-
sures to reverse exponential disease transmission patterns [25]. The COVID-19 pandemic
has transformed working from home into a common practice for countless employees,
pushing many workers and businesses to shift to online work for the first time and with no
prior planning [26]. Additionally, COVID-19 lockdowns have led to global school suspen-
sions, mandating virtual learning (home schooling) as a result [27]. However, stay-at-home
regulations to fulfill social isolation demands have been shown to have a detrimental
effect on overall mental and physical wellness, as well as an upsurge in the prevalence
of physical and mental health disorders [28]. The surge in domestic violence throughout
the worldwide outbreak additionally highlights the significance of gender equality and
women’s empowerment (SDG 5 and SDG 10) [29]. On the other hand, a sharp decrease in
carbon emissions has occurred, since nearly all industries, means of transport, and other
enterprises were forced to cease their operations [30]. It was estimated that by early April
2020, daily global carbon dioxide emissions would have decreased by —17% from average
2019 levels [31].

Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic led to the most dramatic worldwide economic
collapse in almost a century. In 2020, 90 percent of nations witnessed economic downturns,
the worldwide economy contracted by 3 percent, and global poverty soared for the first
time in a generation [32]. The pandemic was projected to force 97 million more individuals
to live on less than $1.90 per day in 2021, while 163 million more would live on less than
$5.50 per day [33]. Moreover, global external debt as a percentage of gross domestic product
reached 114% in 2020, one of the highest levels seen since 1990 [34].

Given this background, this book comprises 11 papers published in this Special Issue,
entitled “The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Sustainable Development Goals”, and
the aim of these was to generally focus on the broad implications of COVID-19 for SDG
achievement. One article (Contribution 1) centered on how the COVID-19 pandemic has
hampered and will still interfere with long-term progress toward the SDGs, as well as how
collaborative development might compensate for interrupted progress while hastening
recovery. The aim of another manuscript (Contribution 2) was to explore how COVID-19
hindered the initiatives and attempts of Flemish public entities to implement SDGs. Another
paper (Contribution 3) concerned the case of Polish regions in particular in order to examine
the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic on financial conditions and mortality. In addition,
an article (Contribution 4) investigated how incorporating digital technologies improved
economic performance during the COVID-19 pandemic. With reference to the workforce,
the labor markets of European Union countries and the shifts that occurred before and
during the spread of the pandemic were analyzed in another study (Contribution 5). In the
same line of research, a different study (Contribution 6) evaluated the effect of the COVID-
19 pandemic on the unemployed in Szczecin, Poland. The purpose of a subsequent paper
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(Contribution 7) was to examine the impact of teleworking on employee well-being. Further
investigations aimed to explore the effects of coronavirus on education. Because the COVID-
19 period of virtual schooling provided significant insights for universities to consider
in order to continue online instruction and support many more learners with university
education, another paper (Contribution 8) investigated accounting students’” perceptions
of distance instruction in the Philippines. For the School of Engineering of the University
of Ledn, another study (Contribution 9) assessed student satisfaction in face-to-face and
“forced” virtual environments during COVID-19. Other research (Contribution 10) focused
on healthcare professionals in Turkey and investigated in what way the pharmaceutical
industry’s commitment to operating salesforce automation tools with customer relationship
management and e-detailing components could offer a varied detailing and ongoing
medical learning program during the pandemic. By focusing on the teaching staff of
the Basque Country, Spain, another study (Contribution 11) investigated the feelings
teachers experienced when conducting Emergency Remote Teaching while restricted to
their residences.

In a nutshell, COVID-19 has postponed advances toward the SDGs until 2030, sig-
naling to humanity that no individual is safe unless entire societies are secure. Thus, all
states must establish long-term global partnerships in order to simultaneously achieve
said SDGs [35]. Those involved in foreign relations must emphasize multilateral coop-
eration alongside transparent dialogue [36]. In this aim, the articles in this Special Issue
can broaden our knowledge of the many implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
Sustainable Development Goals while providing promising prospective research paths.
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