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Abstract: Accurate supply and demand matching of ecosystem services (ESs) is important for manag-
ing regional ecosystems. On the basis of remote-sensing, meteorological, and socio-economic data, we
mapped the supply, demand, and matching status of four ESs (i.e., water production, carbon seques-
tration, food supply, and soil conservation) using biophysical models and the ArcGIS spatial analysis
module within the Zhengzhou—Kaifeng-Luoyang (ZKL) urban agglomeration in 2018. Four-quadrant
analysis was employed to identify the spatial matching types of supply-demand relationships within
the study region. The results are as follows. The supply-demand ratios of different ESs in the cell scale
exhibit different spatial characteristics because of major influencing factors, including the natural
environment (e.g., precipitation and temperature) and social development (e.g., urbanization level).
Analysis of the supply-demand imbalances of the four ESs indicates that water production is deficient
across the entire research area, whereas the whole research area’s carbon sequestration, food supply,
and soil conversation are in the surplus state. Regarding the spatial matching types for supply and
demand of the four ecosystem services, water production is dominated by the “low-low (low supply
and low demand)” type. Carbon sequestration is dominated by the “low-low” and “high-low (high
supply and low demand)” types. The “low-low” type dominates food supply and soil conservation.
Due to the severity of the deficit in water production, all districts and counties in the ZKL urban
agglomeration are identified as areas requiring ecological conservation, ecological restoration, or
ecological improvement. Development guidance strategies and planning suggestions are proposed in
different ecological areas. These policies could also be applied in other similar urban agglomerations.

Keywords: ecosystem services; supply-demand ratio; supply and demand matching; spatial differ-
ence; Zhengzhou-Kaifeng-Luoyang urban agglomeration

1. Introduction

Rapid industrialization and urbanization have led to the occupation of many ecologi-
cal lands [1], causing considerable impacts on regional ecological environments, resulting
in global ecological environmental problems, and further affecting the service level of
regional ecosystems [2,3]. In accordance with Daily, ecosystem services (ESs) refer to the
environmental conditions and effectiveness of ecosystems or ecological process to sup-
port human existence [4]. Costanza et al. [5] define ESs as ecosystem goods and services
representing the benefits humans obtain directly or indirectly from ecosystem functions.
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The supply of ESs refers to the products and services produced by ecosystems for hu-
mans [6,7]. For provisioning services, the demand for ESs refers to the consumption of
products and services by humans [6,7]. For regulating services such as temperature reg-
ulation, runoff mitigation, and air purification, the demand is defined by integrating the
severity of environmental hazards and population exposure [8]. Humans’ continuous
pursuit of economic development and changing modes of land use lead to an imbalance
between the supply of and demand for ESs, resulting in a series of ecological environmental
problems, such as sandstorms, water pollution, air pollution, the greenhouse effect. At
present, a series of ecological environmental problems caused by the continuous interfer-
ence of human activities has exerted a particular impact on the structure and pattern of
ecosystems in regions of urban agglomeration. Such impact is essentially caused by the
spatial supply-demand mismatch of ESs in the region. Therefore, the starting point for
solving the artificialization of ecosystems, the uneven distribution of ecosystem space, and
other supply-demand imbalance problems is to identify the supply-demand relation of ESs,
to optimize supply-demand matching, to and rationally allocate natural resources.

Early studies on the supply and demand of ESs focused on ecological carrying capac-
ity [9,10]. Since the 21st century, some scholars have gradually given attention to ecosystem
structures and functions, and to the concepts of supply and demand of ESs [11,12]. In-
creasing attention has been paid to the quantification of supply and demand of ESs [13,14]
and supply-demand matching of ESs in different space-time spans [15]. In terms of theo-
retical research, Zhang et al. [16] believed that when discussing the mapping of ESs, the
mapping of supply, demand, and trade-off synergy is an important part of ES research.
Xiao et al. [17] studied ESs from generation, through flow, to application. They clarified
the flow process of ESs from supply to demand and established a causal relationship be-
tween supply and consumption of ESs. Furthermore, some conceptual models have been
developed to study the supply-demand relationship of ESs. These models include the EPPS
(ecosystem properties, potentials, and services) framework of ESs [18], the transfer chain of
ESs [19], the supply and demand comprehensive evaluation framework of ESs [20], and
the nitrogen-based assessment framework of ESs and human well-being [21,22]. These
conceptual models provide a practical basis to study the supply-demand relationship of
ESs. In terms of research methods, the supply and demand of ESs are calculated mostly
on the basis of the supply model, demand model, and value simulation, along with their
comprehensive application, to evaluate regional ESs qualitatively or quantitatively. The
specific methods include the supply-demand relationship matrix method of ESs based on
land-use/land-cover change [23], the ecological footprint method [24], the public participa-
tion method [25], the market value method [26], and model calculation based on ecological
processes [27-32]. Each method has its applicable scenarios. However, some problems still
exist, such as inadequate quantitative evaluation, and weak correlation with citizen needs
when these methods are applied in the context of urban agglomerations. For example,
qualitative evaluation based on expert experience and knowledge exhibits considerable
limitations because of the temporal and spatial heterogeneity of ecosystems. Thus, this
method cannot be used to conduct an explicit spatial evaluation. The public participation
method is suitable for a small scale but unsuitable for large-scale research, such as that
studying urban agglomerations. The market value method is used to transform the supply
of ESs into market value, and the evaluation mechanism of this method is unclear. In
terms of spatial scale, some scholars have obtained research results at the county [33], river
basin [34], city [35,36], and province [37,38] levels on the basis of quantitative research on
ES supply and demand. To realize the effective management of ESs, we should under-
stand the supply-demand relationship of ESs and identify the influencing factors of the
supply-demand relationship of ESs.

Within the previous literature on ES supply and demand, research on supply-demand
matching of spatially explicit ESs on the scale of urban agglomerations remains insufficient.
To close the gap, there is a great need for research that employs various ecological models
and ArcGIS spatial analysis to assess ES supply and demand. With population growth
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and the rapid development of urbanization and the economy, urban agglomerations have
become important spaces for human life and production. Research on ecological security
that focuses on cities has become an important foundation for the sustainable development
of human society. Supply-demand matching of spatially explicit ESs in urban agglomera-
tion areas can provide effective scientific support for sustainable resource management,
urban spatial planning optimization, and the unified realization of economic, social, and
ecological benefits.

The Zhengzhou-Kaifeng-Luoyang (ZKL) urban agglomeration is an important eco-
nomic belt in China’s One Belt and One Road strategy, characterized by dense cities and
towns, a large population, and a relatively weak economic foundation. Zhengzhou is the
capital of Henan Province, whereas Kaifeng and Luoyang are national regional central
cities. The three cities have developed interactively and entered into the new Yellow River
Era. However, many ecological problems exist in these areas, such as the lack of water
resources, including domestic, production, and ecological water. ZKL is an important
food production base to maintain food security in China. However, cropland and nature-
protected areas overlap, and land use faces increased ecological risks. Therefore, clarifying
the supply-demand matching of ESs in the ZKL urban agglomeration is urgently needed.
The ESs of water production, carbon sequestration, food supply, and soil conservation are
selected in the current study. Estimation and evaluation are performed on the basis of 2018
land cover, meteorological observations, statistical yearbooks, and other data. We explore
and comparatively analyze the factors that influence the supply-demand relationship of
different ESs, along with the spatial distribution characteristics of supply and demand
conditions. This study provides a relevant basis for solving ecological security and realizes
the high-quality development of the economic society in the ZKL area. This study also
sup-ports the formulation of urban spatial planning and ecological construction policies in
the region.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area

The ZKL urban agglomeration, which includes three core cities, namely Zhengzhou,
Kaifeng, and Luoyang (Figure 1), is selected as the study area in the current research.
The ZKL area is located at the intersection of the second and third terrain steps in China.
The west is dominated by mountains and hills, while the east is dominated by plains,
low mountains, and hills. Intermountain basins and plains are widely distributed from
west to east. In terms of climate, the area basically belongs to the transition zone from
the north subtropical zone to the warm temperate zone. The total area of Zhengzhou is
7446 km?. By the end of 2018, the total population of Zhengzhou was 10.12 million, and
its gross domestic product (GDP) was 1014.33 billion yuan. The total area of Kaifeng is
6266 km?. By the end of 2018, its total population was 5.2564 million, and its GDP was
200.223 billion yuan. The total area of Luoyang is 15,200 km?. By the end of 2018, its
total population was 7.1367 million, and its GDP was 464.08 billion yuan. The GDP of
the three cities accounts for 1/3 of the entire province, which has played strong driving
and supporting roles in the rise of the Central Plains, the revitalization of Henan, and in
enriching and strengthening the people of Henan Province. However, with rapid social and
economic development, the demand for ESs is also increasing. Hence, the supply-demand
relationship must be evaluated.
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Figure 1. The profile of the study area.

2.2. Data Sources

The basic data used in this study are as follows (Table 1). Remote sensing monitoring
data on land use/land cover in our site were obtained from the Resource and Environment
Science and Data Center of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) (http://www.resdc.cn/,
accessed on 16 February 2021). The remote sensing image data were interpreted using
supervised classification and man-machine interactive methods and verified via field
selection, resident interviews, and Google Earth high-resolution remote sensing images.
The overall accuracy of these data was more than 85%. Meteorological data for the three
cities on our site were provided by the China Meteorological Data Network (http://data.
cma.cn/, accessed on 16 February 2021), including temperature, rainfall, radiation, and
other meteorological data collected by the meteorological stations in the three cities and
surrounding areas in 2018. The normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) data for
our site were collected from the CAS Earth Big Data Science Project (CASEarth) databank
(http://databank.casearth.cn/, accessed on 16 February 2021). The soil data for ZKL were
gathered from the China soil dataset of the Harmonized World Soil Database (HWSD). The
digital elevation model (DEM) data for ZKL were obtained from the Geospatial Data Cloud
(http:// www.gscloud.cn, accessed on 16 February 2021), with a spatial resolution of 30 m.
The socioeconomic data for ZKL, including total energy consumption, food production,
population, and water consumption, were collected from statistical yearbooks, water
resource bulletins, and national economic and social development bulletins of the three
cities in 2019. The rasterized population spatial density data for ZKL were obtained from
the world population data website (https://www.worldpop.org/, accessed on 16 February
2021). Given that the population data were produced on the global scale, we corrected it on
the basis of the actual population of the three cities.
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Table 1. Data description used for ecosystem service supply and demand assessment.

Data Names

Data Layout

Data Sources

Data Usage

Land-use maps

Raster data with a spatial
resolution of 30 m

Resource and Environment
Science and Data Center
(http:/ /www.resdc.cn/,

accessed on 16 February 2021)

Model basic input data in the
simulation process of water
yield, carbon sequestration and
soil conservation supply

Digital elevation model
(DEM)

Raster data with a spatial
resolution of 30 m

Data obtained from the
geospatial data cloud

Model basic input data in the
simulation process of soil
conservation supply and the
influencing factor of ES

Precipitation and temperature

Table data

China Meteorological Data
Service Center
(http://data.cma.cn/,
accessed on 16 February 2021)

Model input data in the
simulation process of water
yield, carbon sequestration, and
soil conservation supply and
the influencing factor of ES

Normalized Difference
Vegetation Index (NDVI)

Raster data with a spatial
resolution of 30 m

Earth Big Data Science
Engineering Data Sharing
Service System (http:

/ /databank.casearth.cn/,
accessed on 16 February 2021)

Model input data in the
simulation process of carbon
sequestration supply

Soil texture, organic matter
content, and effective
rooting depth

Raster data with a spatial
resolution of 1000 m

Chinese soil dataset based on
the Harmonized World Soil
Database (http:
//www.iiasa.ac.at/Research/
LUC /External-World-soil-
database/HTML/, accessed
on 6 April 2018)

Model input data in the
simulation process of water
yield supply and soil
conservation supply
and demand

Spatial distribution data of
soil types

Raster data with a spatial
resolution of 1000 m

Resource and Environment
Science and Data Center
(http:/ /www.resdc.cn/,

accessed on 16 February 2021)

Model input data in the
simulation process of soil
conservation supply
and demand

Socio-economic data, such as

Statistical yearbooks of cities

Calculating the demand for

food production, population, Table and text data . food production and
. and counties .
and energy consumption carbon sequestration
Water consumption data Text data Henan Water Calculating the demand for

Resources Bulletin

water yield

Population spatial
density data

Raster data with a spatial
resolution of 1000 m

World Population Data (https:

/ /www.worldpop.org/,
accessed on 16 February 2021)

Mapping the ES demand for
food production, carbon
sequestration, and water yield

2.3. Methods

2.3.1. Selection of Ecosystem Service Indicators

For evaluating the supply and demand of ESs, first, the key ESs were selected. In
principle, the selection met the concerns of the government and residents in the study
area and the availability of measurement data. The physical and geographical features
of ZKL were also considered. The ZKL area is located at the intersection of the second
and third terrain steps in China. The west is dominated by mountains and hills, with
crisscross mountains. At the center, the hills and plains are intermixed, exhibiting a
complex terrain. The east is dominated by plains, with a flat terrain and fertile soil. It is
one of the important grain-producing areas in Henan Province. Therefore, the ecosystem
types in the ZKL area are diverse. Finally, food supply, water production, soil conservation,
and carbon sequestration services were selected as evaluation indicators on the basis of the
aforementioned principles (Table 2).
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Table 2. Criteria for selecting key ESs.

Ecosystem Services

Reason for Selection

Provision services

Food supply

Crops, including food crops (wheat and corn), cash crops (oil crops), vegetables, and fruits,
are central to the daily life of humans. Agriculture is an important industry in the study area.
Moreover, as an urban agglomeration area, ZKL has a huge demand for food production.

Regulating services

Water production

The water production service is the major factor that limits the establishment of the ecological
environment, while maintaining many important functions of an ecosystem. The ZKL urban
agglomeration is located in a semiarid area, with a high demand for water.

Soil conservation

The west of the study area is dominated by mountains and hills, while the east is dominated
by plains. Because of the large altitude differences, soil erosion is serious, and the soil
conservation service is vital to the local agriculture.

Carbon sequestration

Ecosystems absorb carbon dioxide to synthesize organic matter and fix carbon in plants,
effectively reducing the concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Simultaneously,
carbon sequestration plays an important role in improving the ecological environment and
maintaining climate balance. Against the background of realizing worldwide carbon
neutrality, the carbon sequestration of ecosystems plays an important role in offsetting
regional carbon emissions.

2.3.2. Water Production Service

The water production service refers to the capability of an ecosystem to intercept or
store water resources from rainfall while reducing surface runoff. As the one of critical ESs,
water production service is the important factor that limits the establishment of regional
ecological environments [39]. In arid and semiarid areas, water yield mainly depends
on precipitation and evapotranspiration and can be calculated by the difference between
them [40,41]. The water yield module in the integrate valuation of ES and trade-offs
(InVEST) model was employed to quantify the supply of the water production service
in ZKL in the current study [42]. Several factors, including terrain, meteorology, and
land conditions, were considered in this method. The product of the population density
and per capita water consumption in the study area was used to represent the water
resource consumption, i.e., the demand for water production. In accordance with water
resource bulletins and statistical yearbooks, the industrial, agricultural, and domestic water
consumption of ZKL were obtained. Total water consumption was compared with the total
population of urban and rural residents to determine the per capita water consumption of
the three cities in 2018. In addition, the demand for water production service in 2018 was
mapped using ArcGIS software. The calculation formulation is as follows:

Supply:

WY(x) = (1= 25 5 x (o <1>
AEF(x) .  PET(x) PET(x)\"]®

o = e 1 () @
PET(x) = Kc(x) x ETp(x) ©)]

_ AWC(x) x Z
W(x) = R @)

Demand:

Dwy = Dy X pj ®)

where WY(x) is the water yield of grid x (mm); AEF(x) is the actual annual evapotranspi-
ration of the grid unit x (mm); P(x) is the annual precipitation of the grid unit x (mm);
PET(x) is the potential evapotranspiration of grid unit x; Kc(x) is the crop evapotranspira-
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tion coefficient; ETo(x) is the reference (crop) evapotranspiration; AWC(x) is the available
water content of plants; W(x) is an empirical parameter that can be expressed as a linear
function of AWC+N/P, where N is the number of rain events per year, and P is the annual
precipitation; Z is an empirical constant, sometimes referred to as the “seasonality factor”,
which captures the local precipitation pattern and additional hydrogeological characteris-
tics. The 1.25 term is the minimum value of W(x), which can be seen as a value for bare soil.
In this model, land use/land cover, precipitation, soil texture, and soil effective rooting
depth raster data are needed. Dy, refers to the annual average water demand(m®/hm?);
p; refers to the population spatial density of the grid (people/hm?); and D, refers to the
annual per capita water consumption in 2018 (m>/a). In the three cities (i.e., Zhengzhou,
Kaifeng, and Luoyang) of ZKL, the annual per capita water consumption is 98.7, 187.5, and
103.1 m3/a, respectively.

2.3.3. Carbon Sequestration Service

The supply-demand balance of the carbon sequestration service plays an important
role in the sustainable and safe development of the region [43]. At present, simulation
studies on net primary productivity (NPP) are mature, and the references and data required
are easy to obtain. Therefore, the CASA model was adopted to simulate the NPP of
vegetation and express the supply of the carbon sequestration service. The product of the
population density and per capita carbon emissions in the study area was used to represent
the demand for the carbon sequestration service. In accordance with statistical yearbooks
and bulletins of national economic and social development, the total energy consumption of
the three cities in ZKL in 2018 was obtained separately. The product of energy consumption
and the carbon emission coefficient of standard coal 0.68 kg C/kg [44] was used to obtain
the carbon emissions of the three cities in 2018. The carbon emissions divided by the total
population of the three cities separately equals the per capita carbon emissions of the three
cities. In addition, the carbon sequestration service demand of the three cities in 2018 was
mapped using ArcGIS software. The calculation formula is as follows:

Supply:

NPP = 0.5 x Rs x FPAR X f1 X fo X W X €ax 6)

Demand:
Dce = D¢ X p; (7)

where the constant 0.5 is the ratio of effective solar radiation for vegetation use accounting
for solar radiation; R; is the solar radiation (10® MJ/km?); FPAR is the fraction of pho-
tosynthetically active radiation absorbed by the vegetation canopy; f1 and f, reflect the
stress of extreme temperatures on plant photosynthesis; T reflects the stress of moisture on
plant photosynthesis; and ey is the maximum light use efficiency of vegetation growth
(10~° t C/M]J), which was set according to the simulation results from Zhu et al. [45] in
China as follows: 0.389 g C/M] for evergreen needle-leaf forest; 0.692 g C/M]J for deciduous
broadleaf forest; 0.475 g C/M]J for mixed forest and closed shrubland; 0.485 g C/M] for
deciduous needle-leaf forest; 0.429 g C/M] for open shrubland; 0.542 g C/M] for grassland
and cropland; and 0.389 g C/M]J for others. The detailed calculation processes and value
selection for each parameter were derived from Zhu et al. [45]. D, refers to the average
annual carbon demand (t/hm?); p; refers to the population spatial density of the grid
(people/ hmz); and D refers to the per capita carbon emission in 2018 (t/a), which was 1.04,
0.54, and 1.43 t/a in the three cities of ZKL, respectively.

2.3.4. Food Supply Service

The food supply service is one of the foundations of ESs, and research on food supply
services is highly significant for motivating humans to consume rationally and distribute
ESs. In the current study, the supply of the food supply service in the study area was
comprehensively calculated on the basis of three major food types: grains, oil, and vegeta-
bles and fruits [46]. The yields of grains, oil, and vegetables and fruits of all districts and
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counties in the study area in 2018 were obtained from statistical yearbooks and summed to
determine the total food yield. Then, the food yield was divided by the cultivated land area
of the districts or counties in 2018 to obtain the food supply per unit area of the districts or
counties. The product of the population density and per capita food demand in the study
area was used to represent the demand for the food supply service. The per capita food
demand of the three cities in 2018 was obtained from statistical yearbooks, and the food
supply service demand of the three cities in ZKL was mapped using ArcGIS software. The
calculation formula is as follows:

Supply:
Gsi + Goi + Gy
Gl — S1 SOI vl (8)
1
Demand:
Dfd = Df X P; (9)

where G,; refers to the food supply of the i district and county; G refers to the grain yield
of the 7 district and county (t); G,; refers to the oil yield of the 7 district and county(t); G,
refers to the yield of vegetables and fruits of the i district and county (t); S; refers to the
cultivated land area of the i district and county; Dy, refers to the annual average food
demand (t/hm?); p; refers to the population density of the grid (people/hm?); and Dy refers
to the per capita food demand in 2018 (t/a), which was 0.16, 0.57, and 0.35 t/a in the three
cities, respectively.

2.3.5. Soil Conservation Service

Research on soil conservation services is highly significant for evaluating the amount of
soil conservation, preventing soil degradation, and maintaining soil nutrients. In the current
study, the revised universal soil loss equation (RUSLE) model was used to calculate the
amount of soil conservation [47]. This model exhibits a wide application range and strong
operability. The supply of the soil conservation service is equal to the difference between the
potential erosion amount without vegetation coverage or any soil conservation measures
and the actual erosion amount in consideration of vegetation coverage, farming, and soil
conservation measures. Actual soil erosion is used as the demand for soil conservation
services. The calculation formula is as follows [47]:

Supply:
Ac=Ap—Au=RxKxLSx1—(CxP) (10)

Demand:
Apn =RXKXLSxCxP (11)
Ap = RxKXLS (12)

where A, refers to the average soil conservation (thm~2.a71); A, refers to the average ac-
tual soil erosion amount (t-hm~2-a~!); A,, refers to the average potential soil erosion amount
(thm~2.a~1); R refers to the precipitation erosion factor; K refers to the soil erodibility
factor; C refers to the vegetation cover management factor; L and S refer to the slope length
and slope factor, respectively; and P refers to the soil conservation measurement factor.

2.3.6. Calculation of Ecosystem Services Supply-Demand Ratio

In the current study, the supply-demand ratio of ESs (supply-demand index, SDI) was
used to measure the supply and demand conditions of ESs in the study area [48]. The
supply-demand index (SDI) was defined as Equation (13). The explanation is as follows.
The method can provide a value for SDI in the range of —1 to 1, meaning the degree of
supply and demand surplus or deficit for ESs can be easily identified. When SDI > 0, the
supply-demand ratio of ESs is in the surplus state, i.e., supply exceeds demand. When
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SDI = 0, it is in the balanced state, i.e., supply is equal to demand. When SDI < 0, it is in the
deficit state, i.e., supply is less than demand. The calculation formula is as follows:

Si — D

DI, =
SDI; S; + D;

(13)

where SDI; refers to the ratio of supply to demand of ESs of the i grid unit; S; refers to the
supply of ESs of the i grid unit; and D; refers to the demand for ESs of the i grid unit.

2.3.7. Factors Influencing Ecosystem Service Supply-Demand Relationships

To realize the effective management of ESs, we should understand the supply-demand
relationship of ESs and identify the influencing factors of the supply-demand relationship
of ESs. The supply and demand of ESs are affected by the characteristics of the natural
environment and related to social production activities [20]. From the perspective of
natural and human factors, six factors were selected on the basis of previous studies [49-52].
The natural factors included elevation (E), temperature (T), and precipitation (P), which
are related to climate. Climate fluctuations influence ecosystem structure and function,
so they can significantly alter the capacity of ecosystems to provide services [53]. The
human factors included population density (PD), GDP, and urbanization level (UL), which
are related to socio-economic activities that indirectly affect ES supply and demand by
altering the formation of land-use types and the corresponding ecological processes. ES
demand changes with the change in population and GDP, and the UL can indicate the
urban expansion, affecting land-use types. Correlation analysis was used to analyze the
relationships between ES and different influencing factors. SPSS software was used to
calculate the relevant coefficients and determine the relationship between various ESs and
variables. Based on the relevant coefficients, we identified the major influencing factors of
the supply-demand relationship of ESs in the study area. If the correlation coefficient is
closer to 0, then no correlation exists, or the correlation is weak. If the correlation coefficient
is closer to 1, then the correlation is positive. If the correlation coefficient is closer to —1,
then the correlation is negative. According to the significance test result, we can identify
the major factors of the supply-demand relationship of four ESs.

2.3.8. Classification of Spatial Matching of Ecosystem Service Supply-Demand

Using the three cities of ZKL as our research objects, this study aims to provide
suggestions for urban resource management and urban spatial planning by analyzing
the supply-demand matching types of all districts and counties. On the basis of the
aforementioned calculation methods for the supply and demand of ESs, zonal statistics
were used in the ArcGIS software to quantify the ESs at the district or county level in
accordance with average values. The calculated ESs supply and demand values were
then standardized according to Z-scores and mapped. The standardized results were
divided into quadrants for supply and demand matching, with the x-axis representing the
standardized supply, and the y-axis representing the standardized demand. Quadrants
L, 1L, III, and IV represent high supply and high demand, low supply and high demand,
low supply and low demand, and high supply and low demand, respectively. The Z-score
standardized method for the supply and demand of ESs is as follows:

Xi— X (14)

=
I

fzzxm (15)

s = —i(xi —X) (16)
i=1
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where x refers to the supply and demand of ESs after standardization (t/ hm?); x; refers
to the supply and demand of ESs in the i district and county (t/hm?); ¥ refers to the
average value of all districts and counties in the study area (t/hm?); s refers to the standard
deviation of all districts and counties in the study area (t/ hm?); and 7 refers to the total
number of all districts and counties in the study area.

3. Results
3.1. Characteristics of Supply and Demand of Ecosystem Services

Based on the spatial distribution of the four ecosystem services of the ZKL urban
agglomeration in 2018, a spatial difference was observed between the supply and de-

mand of different types of ESs in various regions, exhibiting varying supply and demand
characteristics (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Spatial distribution of (a) water production service supply, (b) water production service
demand, (c) carbon sequestration service supply, (d) carbon sequestration service demand, (e) food
supply service supply, (f) food supply service demand, (g) soil conservation service supply, and
(h) soil conservation service demand in the ZKL urban agglomeration.
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In terms of the water production service, the supply per unit area in Zhengzhou,
Kaifeng, and Luoyang Cities is 615.85, 3.32, and 7414.39 m®/hm?, respectively. The spatial
distribution pattern of the water production service, which is affected by topography,
rainfall, and vegetation factors, exhibits gradient characteristics that decrease from west to
east. Among all the districts and counties, Luanchuan of Luoyang City, which is mostly
mountainous and hilly in the southwest, presents the highest water yield per unit area. By
contrast, the plain areas of Tongxu, Qixian, and Weishi of Kaifeng City in the east have the
lowest water yield per unit area (Figure 2a). The water demand per unit area in Zhengzhou,
Kaifeng, and Luoyang is 9775.61, 7913.62, and 7613.45 m®/hm?, respectively. The water
demand of each urban area in the three cities is high. The spatial distribution pattern of the
water production service exhibits scattering characteristics, taking urban areas as the center
and gradually decreasing outward. Among all the districts and counties, Zhengzhou has
the highest water demand per unit area, whereas Luanchuan has the lowest water demand
per unit area (Figure 2b).

In terms of carbon sequestration service, the supply per unit area in Zhengzhou,
Kaifeng, and Luoyang Cities is 35.63, 28.81, and 52.32 t/hm?, respectively. The carbon
sequestration service, which is affected by soil fertility, organic matter content, and veg-
etation type, is high in the east and west but low at the center of the spatial distribution
pattern, with minimal overall difference. Among all the districts and counties, Weishi of
Kaifeng City in the east exhibits the highest carbon sequestration per unit area, whereas
Zhengzhou has the lowest carbon sequestration per unit area (Figure 2c). Carbon seques-
tration demand per unit area in Zhengzhou, Kaifeng, and Luoyang is 103.02, 22.80, and
105.62 t/hm?, respectively. The spatial distribution pattern of carbon sequestration service
demand is consistent with that of water production demand. High-demand areas are
concentrated in urban areas with high population density and high economic and social
development levels in the three cities. Among all the districts and counties, the urban area
of Zhengzhou exhibits the highest carbon demand per unit area, whereas Luanchuan has
the lowest (Figure 2d).

In terms of the food supply service, the supply per unit area in Zhengzhou, Kaifeng,
and Luoyang Cities is 76.65, 152.67, and 94.89 t/hm?, respectively. The spatial distribution
pattern of the food supply service, which is affected by terrain conditions, soil conditions,
cultivated-land resources, and irrigation conditions, exhibits a decreasing trend from east
to west. Among all the districts and counties, Tongxu of Kaifeng City in the east has highest
food supply per unit area, whereas Luanchuan of Luoyang City in the west has the lowest
(Figure 2e). The demand for the food supply service per unit area in Zhengzhou, Kaifeng,
and Luoyang is 31.70, 13.51, and 23.63 t/hm?, respectively. High-demand areas for the food
supply service are concentrated in the densely populated urban areas of the three cities.
Among all the districts and counties, the urban area of Zhengzhou and Luanchuan have
the highest and lowest demand per unit area, respectively (Figure 2f).

In terms of the soil conservation service, the supply per unit area in Zhengzhou,
Kaifeng, and Luoyang Cities is 359.29, 61.15, and 1116.96 t/hm?, respectively. Luoyang in
the west has high vegetation coverage in mountainous areas, and thus, its soil conservation
is higher than those of Zhengzhou and Kaifeng, which are located at the center and in the
east, respectively. Zhengzhou is characterized by middle-low mountains, hills, and plains.
Kaifeng is located in the hinterland of a plain, with a flat terrain and low levels of soil
conservation and erosion. The spatial distribution pattern exhibits a gradually decreasing
trend from west to east. Among all the districts and counties, Luanchuan has the highest
conservation per unit area, whereas Zhongmou has the lowest (Figure 2g). The amount of
soil conservation demand per unit area in Zhengzhou, Kaifeng, and Luoyang is 47.18, 9.12,
and 94.03 t/hm?, respectively. The demand for the soil conservation service is distributed
more evenly in the spatial pattern. Among all the districts and counties, Luoning has
the highest demand per unit area, whereas the urban area of Zhengzhou has the lowest
(Figure 2h).
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3.2. Supply-Demand Ratio of Ecosystem Services

In accordance with the supply-demand matching result of different types of ESs, the
deficit of the water production service in the ZKL area is relatively serious, while carbon
sequestration, food supply, and soil conservation services are generally in the surplus
state. The area in which carbon sequestration and soil conservation services are in surplus
accounts for a large proportion of the study region. From the analysis of the supply-demand
ratio and spatial distribution map of different ESs in all the districts and counties (Table 3
and Figure 3), a conclusion can be drawn that the supply-demand distribution of ESs in the
study area is unbalanced.

Table 3. Supply-demand ratios of ESs in all the districts and counties in the ZKL urban agglomeration.

Districts and Counties Water Production Carbon Sequestration Food Supply Soil Conservation
Urban area of Zhengzhou —0.987 0.702 0.177 0.866
Dengfeng —0.739 0.957 0.492 0.667
Xinzheng —0.985 0.920 0.416 0.758
Xinmi —0.904 0.937 0.434 0.709
Gongyi —0.665 0.937 0.289 0.811
Zhongmou —0.974 0.956 0.571 0.707
Xingyang —0.900 0.942 0.519 0.812
Urban area of Kaifeng —0.995 0.960 0.608 0.735
Tongxu —1.000 0.970 0.470 0.702
Weishi —1.000 0.972 0.501 0.751
Qixian —1.000 0.969 0.447 0.707
Lankao —0.995 0.974 0.517 0.749
Urban area of Luoyang —0.973 0.708 0.250 0.839
Luanchuan 0.704 0.985 0.161 0.899
Songxian 0.337 0.981 0.274 0.825
Ruyang 0.005 0.966 0.361 0.802
Yichuan —0.920 0.918 0.483 0.719
Luoning —0.206 0.978 0.451 0.712
Yiyang —0.675 0.956 0.592 0.687
Yanshi —0.808 0.916 0.431 0.806
Mengjin —0.883 0.929 0.541 0.778
Xin’an —0.615 0.953 0.462 0.753
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Figure 3. Distribution of the supply-demand ratios of (a) water production service, (b) carbon sequestra-
tion service, (c) food supply service, and (d) soil conservation service in the ZKL urban agglomeration.
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In nearly all the regions except for Luanchuan, Songxian, and Ruyang, the supply-
demand ratio of the water production service is less than 0, indicating that most areas
are in the deficit state and the supply experiences difficulty in meeting the demand. As
indicated in Table 3, the entire area of Kaifeng City suffers from the most serious supply
and demand deficit, with a supply-demand ratio lower than —0.99. In addition, the urban
areas of Zhengzhou and Luoyang have the most deficient supply-demand ratio in the entire
Zhengzhou and Luoyang Cities, with a supply-demand ratio lower than —0.97. The areas
with a supply-demand ratio higher than 0 are as follows: Luanchuan (0.704) > Songxian
(0.337) > Ruyang (0.005). As can be seen from the spatial distribution map (Figure 3a),
the areas with a relatively high supply-demand ratio are concentrated in the southwest
of Luoyang City, while the areas with a low supply-demand ratio are concentrated at the
center and in the east of the study area.

The supply-demand ratios of the carbon sequestration service in all the regions of the
study area are higher than 0, indicating that the study area is in the surplus state and the
supply can meet the demand. As indicated in Table 3, the supply-demand ratios in all the
regions of the study area are higher than 0.70. The urban areas of Zhengzhou, Kaifeng,
and Luoyang Cities have the lowest supply-demand ratio in our site. From the spatial
distribution map (Figure 3b), the areas with a relatively high supply-demand ratio are
concentrated in the non-urban areas, whereas the areas with a low supply-demand ratio
are concentrated in the urban areas.

The supply-demand ratios of the food supply service in all the regions of our site are
higher than 0, indicating that the study area is in the surplus state and the supply can
meet the demand. As indicated in Table 3, the five regions with the lowest supply-demand
ratios are Luanchuan (0.161) < urban area of Zhengzhou (0.177) < urban area of Luoyang
(0.250) < Songxian (0.274) < Gongyi (0.289), all of which exhibit ratios lower than 0.30. The
five regions with the highest supply-demand ratios are the urban area of Kaifeng (0.608) >
Yiyang (0.592) > Zhongmou (0.571) > Mengjin (0.541) > Xingyang (0.519), all of which
exhibit ratios higher than 0.50. As can be seen from the spatial distribution map (Figure 3c),
the areas with relatively high supply-demand ratio are concentrated at the center and in
the east, except for the urban area of Zhengzhou. Meanwhile, the areas with a relatively
low supply-demand ratio are concentrated in the mountains and hills in the southwest,
and the urban areas of Luoyang and Zhengzhou.

The supply-demand ratios of the soil conservation service in all the regions of the
study area are higher than 0, indicating that the study area is in the surplus state and the
supply can meet the demand. As shown in Table 3, the difference in the supply-demand
ratio of the soil conservation service in the entire area is minimal. The four regions with the
lowest supply-demand ratio are Dengfeng (0.667) < Yiyang (0.687) < Tongxu (0.702) < Xinmi
(0.709), all of which exhibit a supply-demand ratio of less than 0.71. The spatial distribution
map (Figure 3d) shows that the actual soil erosion is relatively low because of the good
soil condition in the study area and thus, the supply-demand ratio is relatively high. The
regions with relatively low supply-demand ratios are concentrated in the mountains and
hills and the upper reaches of the middle east.

3.3. Correlation between Influencing Factors and Supply-Demand Ratio of Ecosystem Services

According to the calculation results of the correlation coefficient, the major influencing
factors that govern the supply-demand ratio of the ESs are different, and the correlation
between each influencing factor and the supply-demand ratio of ESs also varies (Table 4).

Elevation and precipitation are the major factors that affect the supply-demand ratio
of the water production service, and they exhibit a positive correlation with it. That is, the
higher the elevation and precipitation, the higher the supply-demand ratio of the water
production service. The major factor that exhibits a negative correlation is temperature; that
is, the higher the temperature, the lower the supply-demand ratio of the water production
service. The population density and urbanization level are the major factors that affect the
supply-demand ratio of the carbon sequestration service and exhibit a negatively correlation
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with it. That is, the higher the population density and urbanization level, the lower the
supply-demand ratio of the carbon sequestration service. Temperature is a factor that
presents a positive correlation with the supply-demand ratio of the food supply service,
with a correlation coefficient of 0.422. Meanwhile, the factor that exhibits a maximum
negative correlation with it is the urbanization level, with a correlation coefficient of —0.511.
Temperature demonstrates a weak negative correlation with the supply-demand ratio of
soil conservation, and the factor that presents a positive correlation with it is urbanization
level. Therefore, the major factor that affects the supply-demand ratios of the food supply
service and soil conservation is the urbanization level.

Table 4. Analysis results of the correlation between the supply-demand ratio of ESs and influenc-
ing factors.

Influencing Factors T'wp I'cs Igs I'sc
Elevation (E) 0.950 ** 0.288 —0.455 * 0.328
Temperature (T) —0.935 ** —0.381 0.422 * —0.245
Precipitation (P) 0.833 ** 0.315 —0.435* 0.271
Population density (PD) —0.367 —0.944 ** —0.463 * 0.398
Gross domestic product (GDP) —0.208 —0.776 ** —0.470* 0.393
Urbanization level (UL) —0.285 —0.951 ** —0.511* 0.458 *

Note: ryp—correlation coefficient with the supply-demand ratio of water production service; res—correlation
coefficient with the supply-demand ratio of water production service; rg,—correlation coefficient with the supply-
demand ratio of water production service; rs—correlation coefficient with the supply-demand ratio of water
production service. * indicates statistical significance at the level of 0.05; ** indicates statistical significance at the
level of 0.01.

3.4. Spatial Matching of Ecosystem Service Supply-Demand

The supply-demand quadrant chart of ESs in all the districts and counties in the ZKL
urban agglomeration was produced on the basis of the Z-score standardization analysis
of the supply and demand of ESs (Figure 4). Most districts and counties (i.e., 11) exhibit
a low supply-low demand relationship with the water production service in our site. In
the carbon sequestration service, the numbers of districts and counties with a low supply—
low demand and high supply-low demand relationships are nine and eight, respectively.
The food supply service exhibits the highest number of districts and counties with a low
supply—low demand relationship (15). The soil conservation service has the highest number
of districts and counties with a low supply—low demand relationship (11). On this basis,
22 districts and counties in the study area are divided into four supply-demand matching
types, namely, high supply-high demand, low supply-high demand, low supply-low
demand, and high supply-low demand (Figure 5). Varying natural resource conditions,
population density, and economic and social development levels in all the districts and
counties determine their supply and demand ratios for each of the ESs studied. Different
types of ESs have varying supply-demand matching types.

Regarding the water production service, no district or county exhibits high supply—
high demand, and low supply-low demand is dominant, as demonstrated by Dengfeng,
Xinzheng, Xinmi, Gongyi, Zhongmou, and Xingyang within the scope of Zhengzhou
City in the middle section, and Yichuan, Yiyang, Yanshi, Mengjin, and Xin’an within the
scope of Luoyang City in the west, i.e., eleven cities or counties. In this area, population
density is relatively low. Moreover, rainfall is mostly concentrated during summer and the
precipitation is less, leading to low supply of and demand for the water production service.
This matching type is followed by low supply-high demand, including the urban area of
Zhengzhou, the entirety of Kaifeng City, as well as the urban area of Luoyang, i.e., seven
districts or counties. Among them, population aggregation in the urban areas of Zhengzhou
and Luoyang has increased due to rapid economic development. Kaifeng is located on the
south bank of the lower Yellow River, with fine sand and poor water abundance. Therefore,
water yield is low and demand is high in these areas. The regions with high supply-low
demand include Luanchuan, Songxian, Ruyang, and Luoning, i.e., four counties in the
southwest of Luoyang City. This region has many rivers in mountainous areas and a low



Remote Sens. 2022, 14, 1703

15 of 24

population density, resulting in high water yield and low water demand. Water energy
resources in Luanchuan are rich, the ecological environment is good, and the conflict
between humans and nature is not prominent. This county has the highest water supply,
and a mismatch between water production and demand occurs.
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Figure 4. Supply-demand quadrant chart of (a) water production service, (b) carbon sequestration
service, (c) food supply service, and (d) soil conservation service in the ZKL urban agglomeration.
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Figure 5. Supply-demand matching types of (a) water production service, (b) carbon sequestration
service, (c) food supply service, and (d) soil conservation service in the ZKL urban agglomeration.

With regards to the carbon sequestration service, no district or county exhibits high
supply-high demand. Meanwhile, low supply-low demand regions include Dengfeng,
Xinmi, Gongyi, Zhongmou, and Xingyang within the scope of Zhengzhou City, and Lu-
oning, Yiyang, Mengjin, and Xin’an within the scope of Luoyang City, i.e., nine cities or
counties. In these areas, population density is relatively low and vegetation coverage is
low, leading to a low supply of and demand for carbon sequestration service. The high
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supply-low demand regions include the entirety of Kaifeng City, as well as Luanchun,
Songxian, and Ruyang within the scope of Luoyang City, i.e., eight cities or counties. In
these areas, vegetation coverage is relatively high, and damage to the habitat caused by
human activities is relatively low, resulting in a high supply of and low demand for carbon
sequestration. The low supply-high demand regions include the urban area of Zhengzhou
and Xinzheng within the scope of Zhengzhou City, and the urban area of Luoyang, Yichuan,
and Yanshi within the scope of Luoyang City, i.e., five districts or counties. Energy con-
sumption is high in the urban areas of Zhengzhou and Xinzheng due to their high economic
development. Compared with the other cities and counties, the urban areas of Luoyang,
Yichuan, and Yanshi have a larger population, with lower vegetation coverage than that in
the southwest. Therefore, the carbon sequestration supply is low, and demand is high, in
these areas.

Regarding the food supply service, the low supply—low demand type is dominant.
These regions comprise 15 cities and counties, including all the district and counties within
Zhengzhou City, except for the urban area of Zhengzhou and Xinzheng, and Lankao within
Kaifeng City, and all the districts and counties within Luoyang City, except for the urban
area of Luoyang. In these areas, population density is relatively low, resulting in low
demand for the food supply service. The high supply-low demand regions include Tongxu,
Weishi, and Qixian within the scope of Kaifeng City. These areas are rich in agricultural
resources and have a strong agricultural foundation. The three counties produce the highest
grain output in Kaifeng City. Moreover, population density is low. Therefore, food supply
is high and demand is low in these three counties. Tongxu (3.69, —0.15) has rich resources
and exhibits high potential in the development of labor-intensive industries. It is the
county with the highest supply in the regions. The low supply-high demand regions
include Xinzheng within the scope of Zhengzhou City, and the urban area of Luoyang. The
quality of cultivated land in these areas is worse than that in other areas. Population is
concentrated, resulting in low food supply and high demand.

With regards to the soil conservation service, no district or county exhibits high supply-
low demand. Low supply-low demand regions are dominant, and they include the urban
area of Zhengzhou, Xinzheng, Zhongmou, and Xingyang within the scope of Zhengzhou
City, the entirety of Kaifeng City, as well as the urban area of Luoyang, and Mengjin within
the scope of Luoyang City, i.e., 11 districts or counties. In these areas, vegetation coverage is
relatively low, leading to low soil conservation and low soil erosion. The high supply-high
demand regions include Gongyi within the scope of Zhengzhou City, and Luanchuan,
Songxian, Ruyang, Luoning, and Xin’an within the scope of Luoyang City, i.e., six cities and
counties. Luanchuan (3.14, 1.39), with a forest coverage rate of 82.4%, ranks first place in
Henan Province. It is the county with the highest soil conservation supply in these regions.
The low supply-high demand regions include Dengfeng and Xinmi within the scope of
Zhengzhou City, and Yichuan, Yiyang, and Yanshi within the scope of Luoyan City, i.e., five
cities and counties. Vegetation coverage is low due to the rich mine resources in Dengfeng
and Xinmi, and the water and soil protection measures are imperfect. Yichuan, Yiyang, and
Yanshi rank as the top three in Luoyang City in terms of population. Damage from human
activities to habitats is relatively high. Therefore, soil conservation is low and soil erosion
is high in these areas.

4. Discussion
4.1. Supply and Demand (Mis)matches of Ecosystem Services and Their Influencing Factors

ESs are closely related to human well-being. ES mismatches may result in unsatisfied
demand. The unsatisfied demand for different ES categories (e.g., food production and
soil conservation) can directly impact human well-being. The identification of ES mis-
matches plays a vital important role in ES decision-making and policy-making [20]. The
integrated assessment of ES supply and demand has received widespread attention in
recent years [54-66]. Burkhard et al. [7] proposed a matrix model for quantifying ES supply
and demand based on land-use types, which has been applied in many regions [54-59].
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However, evaluation of ES supply and demand levels using a matrix method provides only
relative values, which do not indicate the actual status of supply and demand matching.
Furthermore, some studies [60,61] have quantified the supply according to ES value and
expressed the demand by the degree of land use and development, population density,
and per capita GDP. These quantitative ES supply and demand results do not produce
comparable units, so identifying mismatches is difficult. To enable comparison with ES
supply, accurate assessment of ecosystem service (ES) demand is a key challenge in this
research area. Land-use data, socioeconomic data, or night light data have been applied to
quantify ES demand [7,62-65] but this method is too simplistic and lacks consideration of
human needs, complicating the use of such research results in actual management. The
demand for provisioning services could be easily captured by examining consumption. For
example, the supply-demand ratios of food, energy, and water from 1999 to 2007 in the
Leipzig-Halle region of Germany have been quantified to reveal the relationships between
land-use change and ESs [66]. However, the regulation of service demands is challenging
to evaluate explicitly in the spatial dimension. Our study mapped the supply, demand
and matching status of four ESs (i.e., water production, carbon sequestration, food supply,
and soil conservation) using biophysical models and the ArcGIS spatial analysis module
in the ZKL urban agglomeration. Compared with previous studies on the assessment of
ES supply and demand [7,54-66], our study can be considered an improvement in the
following ways. First, it assessed the actual values of ES supply and demand, and the
evaluation results in comparable units, which can be used to calculate the supply-demand
ratios. Second, it assessed four ESs, including provisioning and regulating services, and
integrated sufficient information regarding the supply and demand sides, which could
advance the formation of efficient policy.

Our site comprised an urban agglomeration area, and the supply and demand of
the ESs studied exhibit evident regional characteristics compared with the economically
developed areas with better natural conditions found in southern China [67-69]. These
characteristics include the following: the supply and demand of ESs in the ZKL area
are lower than those in the relatively developed areas in southern China because of the
differences between levels of social and economic development and natural resource
endowment [68,69]. The supply-demand matching level of some ESs in the ZKL area is
lower than that of southern China [68,69]. Water production services are in a deficit state
and the supply experiences difficulty in meeting the demand [69]. The different study
areas have varying natural, social, and economic characteristics and they have their own
significant regional characteristics that govern the spatial differences between the supply
and demand of ESs.

Within the international research on ESs, most studies have focused on the supply
of ESs alone, and only a few studies have been conducted on the factors that influence
the supply-demand relationship of ESs [20]. Thus, quantifying the supply and demand of
multiple ESs and analyzing the major influencing factors of supply-demand matching are
of considerable practical significance for enriching related research on ESs and facilitating
harmonious development between humans and nature. The (mis)matches between the
supply and demand of ESs are affected by many factors, such as ecosystem structure and
function, ecological processes, population, and economic development. The supply of ESs
depends on the conditions of the local natural environment, whereas demand is associated
with population growth and socioeconomic development. Climate change and weak
ecosystem functions have been identified as natural factors that influence (mis)matches
between ES supply and demand [70-72]. Land-use change, economic development, and
population growth have been identified as human factors that influence (mis)matches
between ES supply and demand in time series [73,74]. Our research identified the major
factors that influence (mis)matches between ES supply and demand in a spatial dimension.
On the basis of the correlation calculation, this study identified six factors that affect
the supply-demand ratio of ESs. Based on our findings, the factors that most affect the
supply-demand ratio of the food supply service include three natural factors (i.e., elevation,
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precipitation, and temperature) and three human factors (i.e., population density, GDP, and
urbanization level). Natural factors, including temperature, precipitation, and elevation,
are the major factors that affect the supply-demand ratio of the water production service.
The factors that affect the supply-demand ratio of the carbon sequestration service are
mostly human factors, including population density, GDP, and urbanization level. The soil
conservation service is mainly affected by the urbanization level, which is belong to the
category of human factors. Meanwhile, some scholars have also explored the factors that
affect the supply-demand ratio of ESs in some areas. For example, Yang et al. [38] studied
the effect of the proportion of construction land and green land on the supply-demand
ratio of ESs in Hubei Province. They found a significantly positive correlation between the
proportion of green land and the supply-demand ratio of ESs, and a significantly negative
correlation between the proportion of construction land and the supply-demand ratio
of ESs. The supply-demand ratio of ESs results from the joint influences of the natural
environment and social economy. However, the leading factors vary for different ESs.
Natural environmental factors are uncontrollable, and thus, it is necessary to focus on
human factors in order to improve the supply-demand ratio of ESs in the ZKL urban
agglomeration.

4.2. Policy Implications

On the basis of the supply-demand ratio and spatial matching of ESs, the supply-demand
state of ESs in the study area can be identified. The states identified can be of three types,
namely, supply-demand balance, surplus, and deficit. Simultaneously, four types of areas,
namely, low supply-high demand, high supply-high demand, low supply-low demand, and
high supply-low demand, are also identified. This study provides a reference for formulating
corresponding development guidance strategies and planning recommendations.

Carbon sequestration services in most districts and counties in the ZKL urban agglom-
eration are in the high surplus state, but the supply-demand ratio in the central urban
areas is significantly lower than in the surrounding areas. The supply-demand ratio of the
carbon sequestration service is subject to strong impacts from the urbanization level and
population density. Therefore, while continuously promoting the construction of green
land, afforestation, and other ecological construction, the government should consider
promoting green and low-carbon development policies when driving economic growth,
evacuating dense populations as appropriate and reducing the proportion of construction
land. Simultaneously, effort should be exerted from the demand side to rationally transform
modes of development, optimize the industrial structure, and reduce carbon emissions.

The food supply services of the vast majority of districts and counties are in the low
surplus state, and thus, food supply faces a particular risk. We should strictly implement a
cultivated land protection policy for food supply services to ensure national food security.
A strict permanent basic farmland control line and permanent basic farmland protection
area should be delimited in the ZKL urban agglomeration. Cultivated land that has been
included in the reserve areas should be strictly protected. The local government should
continue to promote the construction of high-standard farmland and improve the yield of
cultivated land.

The soil conservation services of the vast majority of districts and counties are in the
high surplus state. To maintain the current good supply-demand ratio, we should continue
implementing some ecological protection policies, such as returning grain plots to forests
and closing hillsides to facilitate afforestation. Human activities should be continuously
reduced in ecologically fragile and sensitive areas, such as the hilly loess area of Luoyang
City and some upstream water source protected areas.

Regarding the balance between supply and demand of ESs, the most serious deficit in
the ZKL region is observed in the water production service. The water production service
is in a deficit state across a large area of ZKL. The water production service is the most
important factor that affects the stability of ESs in the ZKL area. Given the supply-demand
matching result for the water production service, the study area is divided into areas of eco-
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logical conservation (high supply-low demand), ecological restoration (low supply-high
demand), and ecological improvement (low supply-low demand), and the corresponding
management countermeasures and measures are proposed (Table 5). In the ecological
conservation area (i.e., Luanchuan, Songxian, Ruyang, and Luoning), the government
should develop a comprehensive management system with small watersheds as units, and
perform ecological conservation through transformation of slopes to ladders, economic
fruit forests, soil and water conservation forests, and other measures. The government
should actively implement the return of farmland to forests and the closure of mountains
to facilitate afforestation. They should also focus on improving the quality of forests, coor-
dinate the restoration of degraded forests, restore ecological forests in mountainous areas,
and develop water conservation projects. In the ecological restoration area (i.e., the urban
area of Zhengzhou, Luo-yang and Kaifeng, Lankao, Qxian, Tongxu, and Weishi), ecological
protection should be taken as the premise of development in future development planning.
The government should strictly control urban development boundaries and use the land
intensively and economically. Given the positive effects of elevation, precipitation, and
temperature on the water production service, we should consider the urban development
direction in urban agglomeration planning to prevent water supply shortages from becom-
ing more serious. To alleviate the shortage of water resources, we should strengthen the
construction of water conservancy infrastructure, promote a transition in water usage from
an extensive to an economical and intensive mode, and enact other relevant water-saving
measures, realizing an intensive, safe utilization and rational distribution of water resources.
The urban green infrastructure and the area of urban green space should be increased. The
core policy of the area should be to control the urbanization process and conduct ecological
engineering construction to improve the level of ESs. In the ecological improvement area
(i.e., Yiyang, Xin’an, Mengjin, Yichuan, Dengfeng, Yanshi, Gongyi, Xinmi, Zhongmou,
Xin-zhang, and Xingyang), the local government should initially focus on adjusting and
optimizing the land-use structure and clarifying the agricultural and ecological spaces. We
should implement strict ecological protection policies and strictly abide by the ecological
bottom line. To improve the utilization efficiency of cultivated-land resources, the exist-
ing permanent basic farmland should be strictly protected, and high-standard farmland
construction should be conducted. Simultaneously, the local government should promote
ecological governance engineering of key waters in the Yellow River, Yihe, and Luohe to
improve the utilization efficiency of agricultural water resources. To this end, water-saving
technologies should also be developed to further improve agricultural water efficiency.

Table 5. Ecological subregions and planning recommendations.

Supply-Demand
Balance Status

Supply-Demand
Matching Types

Planning Recommendations and

Districts and Counties
Concrete Measures

Ecological Zones

Surplus or deficit

Delimit a strict ecological protection red line,

High supply-low

Ecological
conservation area

Luanchuan, Songxian,
Ruyang, and Luoning

maintain the supply capacity of water production
services in the area, and ensure that ecological quality
does not decline

Urban area of
Zhengzhou, Luoyang

Implement strict water-saving measures across the
entire society; rationally develop and utilize water

Deficit Low supply-high Ecolgglcal and Kaifeng, Lankao, resources; strictly control the boundarlﬁs of Iurban
restoration area Oxian, Tongxu development; adhere to the strategy of “setting the
7 SOnEX city based on water resources”; control the
and Weishi . .

impermeable area of newly-added construction land

Issue ecological control guidelines focusing on the
Yiyang, Xin’an, Mengjin, = protection of water resources and strictly abide by the

. Yichuan, Dengfeng, ecological bottom line; strengthen ecological
- Low supply-low Ecological . Oy o c : .
Deficit Yanshi, Gongyl, Xinmi, protection and restoration strategies; Constantly

improvement area .
P Zhongmou, Xinzhang,

and Xingyang

promote the ecological governance engineering of key
water systems and water sources, such as the Yellow
River, Yihe River, and Luohe River
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4.3. Limitations and Contributions of the Research

Our study applied biophysical models, the ArcGIS spatial analysis module, and four-
quadrant analysis in order to identify (mis)matches between ecosystem service supply
and demand, and to inform ecological management zoning strategies. However, our
study still has some limitations. Firstly, in the biophysical methods, three models (i.e., the
InVEST model, CASA model, and RUSLE model) were employed to estimate the supply of
water production, carbon sequestration, and soil conservation. Although these ecological
models are mature, the ZKL cities represent a special and new area of application, and the
estimation results should be validated. However, experimental monitoring data on water
production, carbon sequestration, and soil conservation were not available for the ZKL area,
meaning this verification process could not be conducted. Secondly, the spatial demand for
three ESs (i.e., water production, carbon sequestration, and food supply) were determined
based on population patterns and per capita consumption or emissions in our research. The
spatial distribution characteristic of ES demand involves many aspects, including social
and economic development, personal features (e.g., income, knowledge type, ages and
gender), and power relationships [20,75-77]. A single population cannot fully capture the
spatial heterogeneity of ES demand in the ZKL area, which likely affects the accuracy of the
ES demand results. The quantification of ecosystem service demand is a research direction
that needs to be improved in the future. There is a need to establish a systematic evaluation
system that can consider regional differences in demands for ecosystem services. The
establishment of ecosystem service demand indicators should also consider local regional
characteristics and differences. In the future, for different ecosystem services, different
factors (e.g., population, environmental exposure, and economic development) should be
considered to accurately evaluate ecosystem service demand. Moreover, a combination
of subjective and objective methods is also important when evaluating ES demand; for
instance, a questionnaire survey regarding the demands of stakeholders would complement
any objective indicators (e.g., consumption, preference and risk indicators) [78-80]. In
future research, we will strive to optimize the evaluation of ecosystem service supply
and demand.

Despite these limitations, our research methods and results are still conducive to sup-
porting urban ecosystem management. Our results demonstrate that the supply-demand
index can satisfactorily depict the matching status of ES supply and demand. It addresses
the previous deficiency of research on the quantitative relationship between the supply
and demand of ESs and spatial matching in the ZKL urban agglomeration. Our proposed
county-based ecological management zoning for ZKL can provide a useful framework to
support decision-makers and inform the construction of ecological engineering in these
areas. The ZKL area is not only the core economic area in the hinterland of the Central
Plains, but is also an important area for ecological protection. It has a high population den-
sity, diverse terrain, and a moderately developed economy, as well as complex natural and
socioeconomic characteristics. As a typical urban agglomeration in central China in the con-
text of rapid urbanization, ZKL has some reference value for other urban agglomerations
in central China. Our study enriches ES research in central China.

5. Conclusions

On the basis of land coverage, meteorological observation, and statistical yearbook
data from 2018, this study performed quantitative and visual analysis of four ESs in the
ZKL urban agglomeration. We calculated the supply and demand of various ESs using the
InVEST, CASA, and RUSLE models, and the ArcGIS spatial analysis module in order to
evaluate the supply-demand relationships and examine supply-demand matching of ESs
by SDI. Then, we identified the influencing factors and the supply-demand matching types
of different ESs in various regions using a four-quadrant analysis. The conclusions drawn
are as follows. The supply-demand ratios of different ESs in the cell scale exhibit different
spatial characteristics because of differences in the major influencing factors, including the
natural environment (e.g., precipitation and temperature) and social development (e.g.,
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urbanization level). The supply-demand ratio of water production is mostly affected by
natural factors. It is positively correlated with elevation and precipitation, but negatively
correlated with temperature. The supply-demand ratio of carbon sequestration is largely
affected by human factors. It is negatively correlated with population density and urban-
ization level. The major influencing factor of the supply-demand ratios of food supply and
soil conservation is urbanization level. Regarding the supply-demand imbalance statuses
of the four ESs, water production is deficient across the entire research area, while the
carbon sequestration, food supply, and soil conversation of the entire research area are
in surplus. The supply and demand matching of ESs in each district and county of ZKL
can be divided into four types, according to the spatial differentiation characteristics of
supply and demand, as follows: high supply-high demand, low supply-high demand,
low supply-low demand, and high supply-low demand. The water production service is
dominated by low supply-low demand. The carbon sequestration service is dominated
by low supply-low demand and high supply-low demand. The food supply and soil
conservation services are dominated by low supply-low demand. All districts and coun-
ties in the ZKL urban agglomeration were subsequently divided into areas of ecological
conservation, ecological restoration, and ecological improvement, based on the supply and
demand matching results of ESs and the severity of the deficit between the supply and
demand of the water production service. Considering the different types of ecological areas,
development guidance strategies and planning suggestions were proposed.

Ecosystem services are a bridge between natural ecosystems and human society.
Their supply and demand reflect the complex relationship between ecosystem services
and humans. Our work compensates for the deficiency of research on the quantitative
relationship between the supply and demand of ESs and spatial matching in the ZKL urban
agglomeration. Development guidance strategies and planning suggestions were proposed
for the different types of ecological areas and these policies could also be applied in other
similar urban agglomerations. With an increasing population and further enhancement of
urban and rural construction, solving the imbalance of ESs in the ZKL area is urgent. In
the future, we will establish a systematic evaluation system for the supply and demand of
ecosystem services, one which considers regional differences and demands of stakeholders.
We will strive to optimize the evaluation of the supply and demand of ecosystem services
by combining subjective and objective methods.
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