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Abstract: A natural polymer-based iron oxide (Fe3O4) nanocomposite was prepared through a
sonochemical-assisted precipitation method. Characterization studies such as X-ray diffractometer,
scanning electron microscopy, and transmission electron microscopy have revealed that the synthe-
sized nanocomposites are homogenously distributed, having an average size of ~49 nm with a cubical
spinel structure. The toxic 1-amino-nitrobenzene was initially treated with a sonophotochemical
process in the presence of synthesized nanocomposites, resulting in lower efficiency, whereas with
the addition of oxidants, the efficiency enhanced significantly. The parametric effects with respect
to the initial solution pH, nanocomposites dose, 1-amino-nitrobenzene concentration, and oxidant
concentration were studied, and it was found that an approximately 75% removal efficiency of
1-amino-nitrobenzene was achieved within 120 min. Further, the performance of the catalyst on the
oxidation of 1-amino-nitrobenzene with sodium persulfate was also investigated, and it was found
that a 95% removal efficiency was attained.

Keywords: ferroferric oxide-guaran nanocomposite; encapsulation; ultrasound; 1-amino-nitrobenzene;
photocatalytic oxidation

1. Introduction

Amines and their derivatives have found an important place for their use, specifically
in the pharmaceutical, chemical, and biological industries. They are notably used as
antioxidants, and also for the production of different types of dyes, pesticides, intermediate
pharmaceutical products, etc. [1–3]. In specific, 1-amino-nitrobenzene (ANB) has been used
for the production of several vital compounds, not limited to dyes, antioxidants, pesticides,
and medicines. They are non-biodegradable, highly stable, and toxic in water when found
at lower levels, which affects their aquatic lifecycle and, indeed, human health [4–7].

Different treatment methods have been adopted for ANB removal from aqueous so-
lutions, i.e., physical, chemical, and biological methods [8,9]; these include hydrothermal
decomposition [10], Fenton oxidation [11], photocatalytic degradation [12], biodegrada-
tion [13], adsorption [14], and others [4]. In the physical methods such as carbon fiber [15]
and carboxylate polymeric matrix absorptions [14], mineralization could not be achieved
as the pollutant changes from one form to another, and further treatment was required.
Whereas hydrothermal decomposition [10] and photocatalytic degradation suffer from
high capital and operating cost [6,11,16–18], ANB was found to be resistant to biological
degradation [6], which is due to the nitro group that is attached to the aromatic ring pro-
viding the required stability to ANB. This stable nature is reflected in its lower degradation
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rate and leads to the formation of carcinogenic intermediate compounds such as nitroso
and hydroxyl amines [4,13].

In recent decades, advanced oxidation processes (AOPs) have been extensively used
and studied to degrade and mineralize sturdy organic pollutants that are found difficult to
treat using either biological or physicochemical processes. The sonochemical process is one
of a kind, and it involves the formation of acoustic cavitation in which the heat generated
from the cavity implosion generates highly reactive hydrogen atoms (H+), hydroxyl radicals
(•OH), hydrogen peroxide (H2O2), and molecular hydrogen (H2) [19]. The sonochemical
process influences both the oxidation and reduction reaction, which, in turn, increases the
mineralization rate of the pollutant molecule [20–22]. At the same time, when catalysts
are used, they activate the catalyst surface by particle fragmentation, and deagglomerate
the catalyst, thereby decreasing the mass transfer limitations [23]. Among the treatment
methods, heterogeneous Fenton-like systems are found suitable for the effective degrada-
tion of organic compounds [24–26]. Han et al. [26] showed that the Au/hydroxyapatite
catalyst alongside a peroxidant can provide high activity and potential in eradicating the
organic pollutant in full. The reaction occurs mainly through the decomposition of H2O2
into hydroxyl (•OH) and hydroperoxyl radicals (HO2

•) in the presence of a catalyst. De-
pending on the catalyst used, the degradation efficiency varies; for example, Zelmanov and
Semiat [27] used Fe3O4 nanoparticles to gain higher efficiency for the treatment of ethylene
glycol and phenol.

Recent studies on the degradation of ANB by photocatalysis [12], the Fenton oxida-
tion process [11], oxidative decomposition by solar photo-Fenton AOPs [5], transient and
steady-state photolysis [6,28], and oxidation of persulfate/Fe3O4 [29] have shown that the
degradation of ANB was not economical on an industrial scale because of the high energy
consumption of electrical lamps, high capital costs, and operating costs. Therefore, the
intent of this work is to synthesize a Ferroferric oxide-guaran nanocomposite (FFGN) by
the sonochemical precipitation method. It has been reported that Fe3O4 and its composites
have potential application as a catalyst for photocatalytic degradation and as a sensor
material, adsorbent, supercapacitor electrode, in lithium-ion batteries, and so on, due
to its low-cost synthesis, no secondary pollution, n-type semiconducting behavior, and
having a bandgap of Eg = 2.1 eV [30]. Different polymer materials could be used over
metals/metal oxides to enhance their activity. For example, a detection limit of 1 ppb
was possible for both polysaccharide-based gold–silver nanoparticles in the sensing of
ammonia at room temperature [31,32]. Das et al., 2015 [33] synthesized a highly stable
monodispersed silver nanoparticle in the presence of a blend of a polysaccharide (guar
gum), which played a vital role in the long-term stabilization of the aqueous dispersions
of silver nanoparticles. The aqueous dispersions of silver nanoparticles also displayed
strong antibacterial and antioxidant properties. Impregnation of zerovalent iron (ZVI)
onto the guar gum cross-linked soya lecithin nanocomposite hydrogel, synthesized via
the ultrasonication method, enhanced the photodegradation of methyl violet by Sharma
et al., 2019 [34]. Guaran was chosen as it controls the stability of the inorganic nanoparticles
and is cost-effective owing to it being non-toxic, eco-friendly, readily available, and easy
to manufacture by extraction, with less environmental impact [35,36]. Guaran has strong
hydrogen bonding susceptibility in water, which stabilizes the synthesized metal NPs by
acting as an excellent and better surface capping agent than starch and alginate, and its
implicit biocompatibility and biodegradability makes it a potential alternative able to be
used widely in a variety of applications in biotechnology and in environmental protec-
tion [37–39]. The synthesized nanocomposites were used to explore the heterogeneous
Fenton-like system using ultrasound and photolysis as an advanced oxidation process
in the presence of oxidizing agents for the degradation of ANB in an aqueous solution.
The effects of parameters on the degradation of ANB such as FFGN concentration, initial
solution pH, ANB concentration, and different oxidant concentrations were investigated.
Finally, the sulfate radicals generated from persulfate activated by FFGN were anticipated
to provide an environmentally friendly and highly efficient catalytic oxidation process for
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aqueous ANB degradation. The mechanism of persulfate activation and ANB oxidation
was elucidated, and the reusability of the catalyst was also explored.

2. Results and Discussion
2.1. Characterization of Synthetic Ferroferric Oxide-Guaran Nanocomposite

The X-ray diffraction pattern of the FFGN sample is shown in Figure 1A. The charac-
teristic peaks were indexed at 30.1◦, 35.4◦, 43.0◦, 53.39◦, 56.9◦, and 62.6◦, corresponding to
the diffraction planes of (220), (311), (400), (422), (511), and (440). The obtained peaks are in
good agreement with standard ferroferric oxide of JCPDS card No. 00-019-0629. The peaks
were characterized by cubic inverse spinel structure including the angles (2θ) that corre-
spond to guaran at 28.5◦, 29.5◦, 34.1◦, 38.6◦, and 49.6◦ [40]. Hence, the presence of guaran
and ferroferric oxide were evidenced. The zeta potential of the nanocomposite obtained
from electrophoretic mobility is presented in Figure 1B. The polydispersity index (PDI) at
0.651 of FFGN was uniformly distributed with a zeta potential of −34.8 ± 0.3 mV, whereas,
for ferroferric oxide, the PDI was 0.751 with a zeta potential of −16.6 ± 0.3 mV [30]. Due
to the large negativity of the zeta potential, the particles were with minimal agglomera-
tion. This was contemplated for achieving lower particle sizes and higher stability of the
nanocomposites [41]. Hence, it could be said that the formed FFGN is highly stable and
does not undergo agglomeration.
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Figure 1. Characterization of FFGN (A) XRD, (B) Zeta potential, (C) SEM, (D) TEM.

The structural morphology of the FFGN is shown in Figure 1C,D. The SEM images
impart that the particles are cubical in shape. The FFGN possesses good dispersion and
there was no/minimal aggregation of particles due to the presence of guaran, thereby
weakening the magnetic attraction among the iron particles. The image in Figure 1C shows
that the ferroferric oxide was surrounded by guaran polymers or ferroferric oxide-guaran
core/shell-like structure. The formation of the guaran polymer networks was due to the
electrostatic and steric effects, and the •OH group of the galactose and mannose molecules
further improve the stabilization of FFGN [42–44]. Figure 1D shows the TEM image of
the as-prepared FFGN with a better crystalline structure. Polysaccharides such as guaran
are promising O-providers and are highly reactive in the presence of high oxygen content.
Guaran is a greener and more viable option in place of commonly used surfactants and
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additives that are manufactured in the petrochemical industries [45,46]. The polysaccharide
guaran acts as a capping agent, and the hydroxyl groups of the polymeric chain networks
surround and protect the particles over long periods.

2.2. Sonophotochemical Degradation of ANB

Initially, the sonophotochemical degradation of ANB that was performed at solution
pH 8.0 resulted in only a 13% removal, and when performed at pH 3.0, this had increased to
33%. In the presence of the FFGN catalyst at pH 3.0, the removal resulted in a 47% increase,
which was due to the Fe2+ ions and OH groups present in the nanocomposite, which led to
a lower pH condition [11].

2.2.1. Effect of Initial Solution pH

The pH of the reaction solution for the oxidative degradation of organic pollutants is a
crucial parameter for Fenton’s reaction, and, accordingly, the number of the •OH radical
generation varies. Figure 2 shows the effect of the initial solution pH on the sonochemical
degradation of ANB in an aqueous solution. It was observed that the degradation efficiency
of ANB declined from 47% to 4% and from pH 3.0 to 8.0. At an alkaline pH, the oxidation
efficiency of FFGN decreases due to the formation of Fe(OH)3, which reacts with H2O2 to
form ferrous iron. At pH < 4.0, the formation of Fe(OOH)2+ will be more due to the high
concentration of hydrogen ions, and this increases the formation of •OH radicals in the
Fenton oxidation process [47]. It was observed that higher degradation was obtained at
pH 3.0, in acidic conditions, which favor the dissolution of Fe, and large quantities of Fe2+

can be generated under acidic conditions. Fe2+, along with H2O, generates higher reactive
•OH radicals, playing an important role in disintegrating the sturdy ANB molecules [12].
The pH was considered to be optimum at pH 2.0–4.0, and the degradation of ANB was
possible at pH 3.0 in an acidic medium, which prevents the catalyst iron from precipitating.
Moreover, at pH < 3.0, due to the formation of a hexaaquairon ion, which lowers the
available iron to react with H2O2, resulting in the stable formation of H2O2. At low pH, H+

acts as a scavenger, resulting in the formation of oxonium ions [H3O2]+, which reduces the
reactivity of iron and retards the reaction. At pH > 4.0, the degradation declines, which is
attributed to the ferrous and ferric hydroxide complex formation, which possesses Fe2+ in
terms of OH radical production. The formation of ferric hydroxide, thus, removes the iron
from the reaction and reduces the efficiency of the process. At an alkaline pH, the oxidation
efficiency of FFGN decreases due to the formation of Fe(OH)3, which reacts with H2O2 to
form ferrous iron, and ferric hydroxide will precipitate, and both will result in a decrease
in the efficiency of the Fenton process [48,49]. At pH > 4.0, the degradation declined, which
was attributed to the ferrous and ferric hydroxide complex formation, which possesses Fe2+

in terms of OH radical production [11].
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Figure 2. Degradation of ANB at different initial solution pH (FFGN = 0.5 g/L, ANB = 50 ppm,
Amplitude = 40%, Probe = 25 mm, T = 25 ± 1 ◦C).

2.2.2. Effect of FFGN Concentration

The catalytic activity of FFGN toward ANB degradation was examined, and the
experimental results are shown in Figure 3.
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The catalytic oxidation of ANB was performed by varying the FFGN dose from
0.25 to 2.5 g/L. Since better removal was obtained at pH = 3.0, this study was performed
with pH = 3 ± 0.2, ANB = 50 ppm, and T = 25 ± 1 ◦C. The ANB degradation increased
from 37% to 47% in the catalyst concentration variation study. When the FFGN content was
0.5 g/L, the ANB oxidation rate was at the highest level (i.e., 47%). As mentioned earlier,
the Fe2+ dosage has a high impact on the disintegration of ANB through •OH radicals
formed out of it. At an acidic pH, the •OH radical can be generated from a heterogeneous
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reaction between the catalyst surface FeII (≡FeIII) and H2O2 (Equation (1)) and from the
outer-surface reaction between Fe2+ and H2O2, which cleaves the homolytic O-O bond,
which was induced by the homogenous Fenton reaction by leached iron [26]. In addition,
the guaran present in the surface of the nanocomposite also induces the Fenton oxidation
process by producing the •OH radical.

≡ FeI I + H2O2 →≡ FeI I I + OH− + HO• (1)

2.2.3. Effect of NaIO4 Concentration

Even with an acidic pH and an iron catalyst, the removal obtained was relatively
less and further enhancement was found to be essential. Hence, to improve the treatment
efficiency of ANB, the aqueous medium was supplemented with the addition of NaIO4
oxidant. The effect of varying concentrations (0.002 to 0.02 mol/L) of NaIO4 on ANB degra-
dation was performed at the experimental conditions of pH = 3.0 ± 0.2, ANB = 50 ppm,
FFGN = 0.5 g/L, and T = 25 ± 1 ◦C, and the results are shown in Figure 4. The degradation
of ANB varied from 52% to 45%, and the degradation rate decreased with the increase in
the oxidant concentration. Clearly, the oxidant addition influenced the degradation rate
more than with a mere catalyst where the degradation was 47%, and with oxidant addition,
it could increase to 52%. The maximum degradation was observed for the oxidant con-
centration of 0.002 mol/L. The degradation of ANB decreases with the increase in NaIO4
concentration, which was due to •OH radical scavenging and the generation of HO2

•

radicals [26]. It could be concluded that the concentration of NaIO4 has no considerable
effect on ANB removal.
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2.2.4. Mechanism of ANB Degradation by Sodium Periodate

Figure 5 represents the probable mechanism for the catalytic oxidation of ANB by
FFGN nanocomposites. The catalytic oxidation of ANB by FFGN nanocomposites depends
mainly on the addition of periodate, which generates very strong radicals such as •OH,
IO4
•, IO3

•, and IO3 as a result of periodate activation at an acidic pH [50]. In the oxidation
process, sodium periodate can produce IO4

• and IO3
• radicals. •OH and O3 are also



Catalysts 2022, 12, 1161 7 of 14

generated during the activation process. IO4
• and IO3

• radicals can be reduced to periodate
in the presence of O3 according to the following equations [51,52].

O3 + IO•3 → IO•4 + O2 (2)

2IO•4 ↔ I2O8 (3)

I2O8 + H2O→ IO−3 + IO−4 + 2H+ + O2 (4)

2IO•3 ↔ I2O6 (5)

I2O6 + H2O→ IO−4 + IO−3 + 2H+ (6)
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The degradation of ANB happens in two stages: the first stage is the breakage of the
benzene rings, and the second stage is the oxidation of the chain organic compound. The
•OH, IO4

•, IO3
•, and IO3 can destroy the benzene rings and finally convert them into H2O

and CO2.

2.2.5. Effect of FFGN with Fixed NaIO4 Concentration

Figure 6 shows the effect of the FFGN dose on ANB degradation by varying the
FFGN concentration (0.5 to 10.0 g/L) at the experimental conditions of pH = 3.0 ± 0.2,
ANB = 50 ppm, NaIO4 = 0.002 mol/L, and T = 25 ± 1 ◦C. The degradation increased up to
75% with the increase in the FFGN concentration, and this was due to increased Fe2+ ions
leading to the higher decomposition of H2O2 into •OH radicals in the form of the Fenton
reaction. However, the use of too high a concentration of Fe2+ leads to the formation of
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ferric-based sludge. The ferric-based sludge complicates ANB degradation, which needs
further treatment and disposal of the sludge. So, the concentration of the catalyst was a
fixed constant of 0.5 g/L in order to avoid the formation of ferric-based sludge. The ANB
degradation was investigated with different oxidants such as Na2S2O8, H2O2, and Na2SO3
concerning the catalytic performance of FFGN for the catalytic oxidation of ANB.
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2.2.6. Effect of FFGN with Different Oxidants

The effect of different oxidants on the degradation of ANB was performed at the
experimental conditions of pH = 3.0 ± 0.2, ANB = 50 ppm, FFGN = 0.5 g/L, T = 25 ± 1 ◦C,
and the results are shown in Figure 7.
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The ANB removal varied from 52% to 58% for different oxidants such as sodium
periodate (NaIO4), sodium sulfate (Na2SO4), hydrogen peroxide (H2O2), and sodium
persulfate (Na2S2O8). The effect of the catalytic oxidation of ANB in the presence of sodium
sulfate was found to be 50% as compared to NaIO4 at 52%. Sodium sulfate forms Na+ and
SO4

2− ions electrostatically, and SO4
2− ions that undergo an oxidation reaction with ANB
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activate the FFGN. For the catalytic oxidation of ANB in the presence of H2O2, the removal
efficiency was 56%. The mechanism of the oxidation was due to the H2O2 molecules
that are absorbed on the surface of FFGN and are activated by the bounded Fe2+ and
Fe3+ to generate •OH radicals, which can catalyze the oxidation of ANB. The maximum
degradation of 58% was obtained for the Na2S2O8 oxidant, which is attributed to the
generation of SO4

2−, which serves as the driving force for the degradation of ANB [29].
Therefore, the effect of the concentration of Na2S2O8 was performed to achieve better
ANB degradation.

2.2.7. Effect of Na2S2O8 Concentration

The effect of the Na2S2O8 concentration on the degradation of ANB was performed
by varying its concentration from 0.002 to 0.06 mol/L at the experimental conditions of
pH = 3.0 ± 0.2, ANB = 50 ppm, FFGN = 0.5g/L, and T = 25 ± 1 ◦C. The degradation
showed a drastic increase from 59% to 95% with an increase in the Na2S2O4 concentration.
The Fe3O4 present in the nanocomposites acts as an activator in the sulfate-radical-based
AOP, and it initiates the electron mass transfer of the reacting species (ANB and Na2S2O8),
which may result in the formation of SO4

−• radicals. These SO4
−• radicals enhance the

degradation of ANB.
S2O2−

8 + e− → SO−•4 + SO2−
4 (7)

ANB + SO−•4 → [PNA]•+ + SO2−
4 (8)

The S2O8
2− can be activated at the ferroferric oxide surface through electron trans-

ference to produce the sulfate radical that undergoes an oxidation reaction with ANB.
The mechanism of the sulfate-radical-based AOP can be explained by the following reac-
tion [29]:

S2O2−
8 + Fe2+ → Fe3+ + SO2−

4 + SO−•4 (9)

SO−•4 + Fe2+ → Fe3+ + SO2−
4 (10)

SO−•4 + S2O2−
8 → SO2−

4 + S2O−8 (11)

SO−•4 + SO−•4 → S2O2−
8 (12)

SO−•4 + H2O→ SO2−
4 + •OH + H+ (13)

SO−•4 + OH− → SO2−
4 + •OH (14)

S2O2−
8 + OH− → HSO−4 + SO−•4 + 1/2O2 (15)

SO−•4 + H2O→ HSO−4 + •OH (16)

To provide a reasonable comparison between the traditional Fenton process and the
activated sulfate-radical-based Fenton oxidation process, the same pH was used. When
compared to the traditional Fenton oxidation process, the sulfate-radical-based oxidation
process was effective for the degradation of ANB based on the results obtained. The
obtained degradation efficiency of the pollutant was compared with the reported literature,
and the same was presented in Table 1. It was understood that the present catalytic study
provides comparative superior degradation efficiency when compared to the reported
literature; although, a direct comparison could not be performed as the catalyst synthesis
procedure and degradation study conditions were different.
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Table 1. Comparative results of 1-amino-nitrobenzene (ANB) degradation with the reported literature.

Catalyst Synthesis Degradation Method Degradation Efficiency Reference

AgBiO3 photocatalyst by Ion
exchange followed by hydrothermal
treatment

Photocatalytic degradation, reaction temperature
25 ◦C, 4-NP with initial concentration of 20 ppm, 5 h

90% removal with catalyst loading of
0.3 g/L Boruah et al., 2019 [53]

Carbon nanotube-containing cathode

Heterogeneous electro-Fenton-like oxidation,
200 mL 4-nitrophenol (100 mg L−1) solution
containing Na2SO4 (0.10 M) with pH 3.0, 3.0 V
(75 mA of average current), 240 min

100% removal with 10.0 g catalyst
amount Chu et al., 2020 [54]

In2S3/α-Fe2O3 composites by
hydrothermal treatment

4-nitrophenol (20 mg/L), Visible light irradiation by
a xenon lamp with a 420 nm filter, 0.05 g
In2S3/α-Fe2O3, 50 mL reaction volume

95% of PNP was removed using the
60% In2S3/α-Fe2O3 catalyst after 100
min, 8% and 20% of PNP were
degraded using the pure α-Fe2O3 and
In2S3

Fang et al., 2021 [55]

Porous PbO2-CNTs electrode was
prepared by oxygen bubble template
method

Electrocatalytic degradation, p-nitrophenol
concentration of 50 mg·L−1 and 0.25 mol·L−1

Na2SO4, Electrode working area is 2 cm2, current
density of 30 mA·cm−2, temperature of 30 ◦C,
120 min

96%—3D PbO2-CNTs electrode,
85.2%—3D PbO2, 86.4%—flat
PbO2-CNTs electrodes

You et al., 2021 [56]

Silver/carbon co-decorated hollow
TiO2 photocatalyst (Ag/C-TiO2) by
depositing Ag NPs on the surface of
carbon decorated hollow TiO2 sphere

Ag/C-TiO2 (10 mg in 50 mL), 4-NP (10 mg/L),
simulated sunlight irradiation (300 W Xe lamp
equipped with an AM 1.5 filter), 60 min

Complete removal for the Ag/C-TiO2
photocatalyst, 86% removal of 4-NP
for C-TiO2

Zhang et al., 2022 [57]

Natural polymer-based iron oxide
(Fe3O4) nanocomposites by
sonochemical precipitation method

pH = 3.0 ± 0.2, ANB = 50 ppm,
Na2S2O8 = 0.06 mol/L, Amplitude = 40%,
Ultrasound Probe = 25 mm, T = 25 ± 1 ◦C, UV light,
60 min

95% degradation efficiency This study

2.2.8. Recycling Study

To evaluate the recycling of the used FFGN, FFGN was repeatedly used by maintaining
the same experimental conditions for five times. After each degradation study, the FFGN
was removed by centrifugation, rinsed with distilled water, and finally dried. The dried
FFGN was used for the next batch experiment. Figure 8 shows that the ANB removal
efficiency gradually decreased with recycling. The FFGN was used effectively for up to
two cycles to activate the oxidant and degrade ANB.

Catalysts 2022, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 15 
 

 

 
Figure 8. Recycling Study of FFGN for the catalytic oxidation of ANB (pH = 3.0 ± 0.2, ANB = 50 ppm, 
FFGN = 0.5 g/L, Na2S2O8 = 0.06 mol/L, Amplitude = 40%, Probe = 25 mm, T = 25 ± 1 °C). 

 

3. Materials and Methods 
3.1. Materials 

The chemicals that were used for nanocomposite synthesis and pollutant treatment 
were given as: Ferrous sulfate heptahydrate (FeSO4·7H2O, Merck Life science Pvt Ltd., 
Mumbai, India), ethanol (C2H5OH, Changshu Hongsheng Fine Chemicals Co. Ltd., 
Changshu, China), sodium hydroxide (NaOH, Merck Life science Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, In-
dia), 1-amino-nitrobenzene (C6H6N2O2, Sisco Research Laboratories Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, 
India), sodium metaperiodate (NaIO4, Sisco Research Laboratories Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, In-
dia), hydrogen peroxide (H2O2, Merck Life science Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India), sodium per-
sulphate (Na2S2O8, Lobachemie, Mumbai, India), sulfuric acid (H2SO4, Merck Life science 
Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India), guaran (Himedia Laboratories Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India). Guaran 
is a constituent of Leguminosae family a galactomannan isolated from the seeds of Cy-
amopsis tetragonolobus [40] consisting of a linear backbone of D-mannopyranosyl backbone 
(β-1→4 glycosidic linkage) along with D-galactopyranosyl side branching (α-1→6 glyco-
sidic linkages), at average galactose-to-mannose ratios of 1:1.6–1:2 [58]. Commercial 
guaran was supplied by Himedia (Himedia Laboratories Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India) with a 
molecular weight Mw of 3.0 × 106 g/mol. The galactomannan ratio of ≥ 70%, protein content 
of ≤ 10%, sulfated ash of ≤ 1.5%, acid insoluble matter of ≤ 7.0%, and moisture content of 
≤ 15% was present in the guaran. The ultrasonic processor (Sonics Vibra cell, VCX 500 
Sonics and Materials Inc, Newtown, CT, USA) possess a horn tip of 13 mm diameter, op-
erating frequency of 20 kHz, and the power was 500 W. 

3.2. Ferroferric Oxide-Guaran Nanocomposite Synthesis 
In order to synthesize Ferroferric oxide-Guaran nanocomposite (FFGN), a polymer 

material Guaran in hydrolyzed form was used as a substrate. Typically, to the 100 mL of 
1 M FeSO4·7H2O, the required quantity of 3 M NaOH was injected and ultrasonication 
was performed using an ultrasonic processor with an amplitude of 40% (i.e., 200 W). Then, 
the hydrolyzed Guaran (0.1 g/L) was added to the mixture and the reaction was per-
formed in nitrogen atmosphere to prevent any reaction with atmospheric oxygen. The 
ultrasonication was passed until the complete formation of ferroferric oxide, which was 
indicated by the change in the color of the solution to black. The formed nanocomposite 
was washed to remove any impurities present using double distilled water and then dried 
under vacuum. 

Figure 8. Recycling Study of FFGN for the catalytic oxidation of ANB (pH = 3.0± 0.2, ANB = 50 ppm,
FFGN = 0.5 g/L, Na2S2O8 = 0.06 mol/L, Amplitude = 40%, Probe = 25 mm, T = 25 ± 1 ◦C).

3. Materials and Methods
3.1. Materials

The chemicals that were used for nanocomposite synthesis and pollutant treatment
were given as: Ferrous sulfate heptahydrate (FeSO4·7H2O, Merck Life science Pvt Ltd.,
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Mumbai, India), ethanol (C2H5OH, Changshu Hongsheng Fine Chemicals Co. Ltd., Chang-
shu, China), sodium hydroxide (NaOH, Merck Life science Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India),
1-amino-nitrobenzene (C6H6N2O2, Sisco Research Laboratories Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, India),
sodium metaperiodate (NaIO4, Sisco Research Laboratories Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, India),
hydrogen peroxide (H2O2, Merck Life science Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India), sodium persul-
phate (Na2S2O8, Lobachemie, Mumbai, India), sulfuric acid (H2SO4, Merck Life science Pvt
Ltd., Mumbai, India), guaran (Himedia Laboratories Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India). Guaran is a
constituent of Leguminosae family a galactomannan isolated from the seeds of Cyamop-
sis tetragonolobus [40] consisting of a linear backbone of D-mannopyranosyl backbone
(β-1→4 glycosidic linkage) along with D-galactopyranosyl side branching (α-1→6 glyco-
sidic linkages), at average galactose-to-mannose ratios of 1:1.6–1:2 [58]. Commercial guaran
was supplied by Himedia (Himedia Laboratories Pvt Ltd., Mumbai, India) with a molecular
weight Mw of 3.0× 106 g/mol. The galactomannan ratio of≥70%, protein content of≤10%,
sulfated ash of ≤1.5%, acid insoluble matter of ≤7.0%, and moisture content of ≤15%
was present in the guaran. The ultrasonic processor (Sonics Vibra cell, VCX 500 Sonics
and Materials Inc, Newtown, CT, USA) possess a horn tip of 13 mm diameter, operating
frequency of 20 kHz, and the power was 500 W.

3.2. Ferroferric Oxide-Guaran Nanocomposite Synthesis

In order to synthesize Ferroferric oxide-Guaran nanocomposite (FFGN), a polymer
material Guaran in hydrolyzed form was used as a substrate. Typically, to the 100 mL of
1 M FeSO4·7H2O, the required quantity of 3 M NaOH was injected and ultrasonication was
performed using an ultrasonic processor with an amplitude of 40% (i.e., 200 W). Then, the
hydrolyzed Guaran (0.1 g/L) was added to the mixture and the reaction was performed in
nitrogen atmosphere to prevent any reaction with atmospheric oxygen. The ultrasonication
was passed until the complete formation of ferroferric oxide, which was indicated by the
change in the color of the solution to black. The formed nanocomposite was washed to
remove any impurities present using double distilled water and then dried under vacuum.

3.3. Degradation Study

A 500 mL cylindrical jacketed reactor was used to perform ANB degradation studies
with cooling water circulation to continuously remove the heat and keep the temperature
of the reaction solution steady. From the ANB stock solution, appropriate quantity was
taken and diluted with deionized water to 200 mL to obtain the derived ANB concentration.
The pH of the solution was adjusted using either sulfuric acid (0.1 M) or sodium hydroxide
(0.1 M). The degradation study was carried out using an ultrasonic processor with 25 mm
diameter probe and 200 W set power in the presence of ultraviolet light. The study
was conducted for 120 min and change in concentration of ANB during this period was
examined by taking samples every 15 min time interval. The degradation of ANB was
performed with different oxidants such as sodium periodate (NaIO4), sodium sulfate
(Na2SO4), hydrogen peroxide (H2O2), and Sodium Persulfate (Na2S2O8), respectively.
The effects of initial pH, nanocomposite dose, 1-amino-nitrobenzene concentration, and
oxidants concentration were studied. The change in the concentration of the ANB was
evaluated from the absorbance value of the ANB aqueous solution obtained from the
UV–vis spectrophotometer with the calibration curve.

3.4. Characterization and Analytical Techniques

The X-ray diffractometer (XRD, Ultima IV, Rigaku, Japan) of the nanocomposite was
analyzed with Cu Kα radiation (k = 1.540562 Å, 2θ = 20◦ to 80◦, scan speed = 1◦/min, step
size = 0.05◦, voltage = 40 kV, current = 300 mA). The zeta potential of the nanocomposite
was recorded using Malvern Zetasizer Nano-S (Malvern Instruments, Royston, United
Kingdom). The morphology of the nanocomposite was studied using scanning electron
microscopy (SEM) with Zeiss Zigma, Gottingen, Germany (resolution = 1.3 nm at 20 kV, ac-
celeration voltage = 0.1–30 kV, magnification = 12–1 Mx). Transmission electron microscopy
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(HRTEM- FEI Tecnai F20 S/TEM, Oregon, Hillsboro, OR, USA) was used to visualize
the size, shape, and aggregation of nanocomposites. The UV–vis spectrophotometer was
utilized to observe the change in ANB concentration with Shimadzu UV2600, Kyoto, Japan.
The ANB showed the maximum absorbance wavelength (λmax) at 380 nm. Therefore,
the concentrations of the ANB in the reaction mixture at different reaction times were
determined by measuring the absorption intensity at λ-max (380 nm).

4. Conclusions

The present study reported the green synthesis of ferroferric oxide nanocomposites
using ultrasound. The TEM and SEM images showed that the synthesized nanocomposites
are cubic in shape with a medium particle size of 47 nm. The sonophotochemical degra-
dation of 1-amino-nitrobenzene (ANB) by the Fenton-like process significantly influenced
the initial solution pH, NaIO4 concentration, FFGN dosage, and initial ANB concentra-
tion. Degradation efficiency of 75% was obtained with FFGN along with NaIO4 as the
oxidant. However, a large quantity of FFGN was required. The sulfate-radical-based
oxidation process has many advantages such as being more selective and having a longer
lifetime compared to the •OH radical. Under the optimum condition where pH = 3.0 ±
0.2, ANB = 50 ppm, Na2S2O8 = 0.06 mol/L, Amplitude = 40%, Probe = 25 mm, and T = 25
± 1 ◦C, the degradation efficiency was 95%. From the above-mentioned findings, it was
evident that the sulfate-radical-based Fenton-oxidation process exhibited higher removal
efficiency compared to the simple Fenton-oxidation process.
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