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Abstract: Carrying out mountain-hazards developing environment research is helpful for under-
standing the spatial characteristics of the mountain hazards so as to contribute to mountain-hazards
prevention and mitigation and the safety of infrastructures and major projects. In this study, the
Eurasian continent was selected as the research area to conduct regionalization research on mountain-
hazards developing environments. Using peak ground acceleration (PGA), the annual average
precipitation and topographic relief as root factors of mountain-hazards developing environments
(known as PPR factors) to represent the characteristics of geological structures, climatic impacts and
geomorphology, the regionalization of mountain-hazards developing environments of the Eurasian
continent was conducted through the combination of computer automatic classification and later
artificial cartographic generalization. Finally, 15 subregions were obtained. A preliminary judgment
of the mountain-hazards susceptibility for each region according to the characteristics of PPR factors
was made, and nine subregions were identified as the overall high-susceptibility areas of mountain
hazards. Based on the analysis of the characteristics of PPR factors and the mountain-hazards suscep-
tibility characteristics in different mountain-hazards developing environment subregions, the high
susceptibility regions of mountain hazards could be divided into three types: arid and active-geologic
regions, humid and active-geologic regions, and humid and inactive-geologic regions. We hope
that our research provides support for subsequent works of more specific and reasonable mountain-
hazards susceptibility, hazard and risk models construction for different types of mountain-hazards

developing environments.

Keywords: mountain hazards; Eurasian continent; susceptibility; developing environments; ISO-
DATA,; regionalization research; PGA; precipitation; topographic relief

1. Introduction

Regionalization research is a common geographical method which could be used to
divide land into areas, each of which has a set of regulations that differs from other regions [1].
Geographical regionalization is a scientific method to understand geographical characteris-
tics and discover geographical laws [2]. Nowadays, regionalization research is applied in
many studies that highlight the regional differences of geographical objects [3,4]. Xu et al. [5]
conducted the preliminary research of the geographic regionalization of China’s land back-
ground and the spectral reflectance characteristics of soil. Zhang et al. [6] talked about the
regionalization of natural disasters in China. Wang and Shi [7] carried out the comprehensive
regionalization research of agricultural natural disaster in China. Wu et al. [8] conducted the
research of the regionalization and distribution types of the bryophytes in China. Frankel [9]
conducted the regionalization research of the world economy. Gao et al. [10] talked about the
new progresses and development trends in the research of physio-geographical regionalization
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in China. Xu et al. [11] performed the research of spatial change of China’s grain produc-
tion based on the geographical regionalization of natural factors during 1990-2010. Badr
et al. [12] introduced a tool for hierarchical climate regionalization. Zhang et al. [13] studied
the eco-geographical regionalization in the Loess Plateau based on the dynamic consistency of
vegetation. Gamelo et al. [14] studied the health regionalization in Amazonas, especially the
progress and challenges. Morrone [15] talked about the biogeographical regionalization. Zhu
et al. [16] conducted the ecological function evaluation and regionalization in Baiyangdian
Wetland. Yu et al. [17] used a case study of population and economic risk caused by typhoons
in Guangdong Province to finish the comprehensive regionalization of natural disaster risk.

Mountain-hazards developing environments are comprehensive surface environments
composed of atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere [18,19]. There are many
factors affecting the developing of mountain hazards, and different researchers often
consider various factors when studying the hazard-developing environments, including
precipitation, vegetation, lithology, river, slope, aspect, soil and many other factors [20].
Qin et al. [21] discussed the regionalization of geological hazards developing environments
of road flood in Wanzhou. Lin et al. [22] performed the integrated regionalization of de-
veloping environments of geological disasters in Chongqing City. At present, the relevant
research on mountain hazards mainly focuses on the prevention and mitigation, hazard
assessment [23,24], risk assessment [25,26] and early warning of mountain hazards [27,28],
while the research on the developing environments of mountain hazards is not paid enough
attention. In fact, the regionalization research of the mountain-hazards developing environ-
ments should be the basis and premise of the subsequent assessment model construction
of susceptibility, hazard and risk. In order to construct more suitable assessment models
with regional characteristics, the regionalization research is necessary for the regions with a
great difference in hazards-developing environments [29,30]. In this study, the Eurasian
continent was selected as the research area to conduct regionalization research of mountain-
hazards developing environments in order to understand geographical characteristics,
discover geographical laws, and provide a guide for the follow-up disaster research in the
Eurasian continent.

2. Theoretical Construction of Root Factor Selecting for Mountain-Hazards
Developing Environments

The diversity of mountain-hazards developing environment factors leads to the com-
plexity of the research. In order to understand the relationships of various factors better,
these factors could be classified according to the attribute characteristics of the factors. For
example, lithology, fault and other factors could be classified as geological factors; slope,
aspect and fluctuation as geomorphic factors; precipitation and temperature as climatic
factors; soil humidity, soil erodibility and other factors as soil factors; and river network
density and distance to the rivers as hydrological factors.

Geographical elements interact and connect with each other to form a unique surface
complex system. After comparative analysis, it is not difficult to find that geological, geo-
morphic and climatic factors could be regarded as the most basic and bottom factors for
mountain-hazards developing, and they could be regarded as the root of factor “tree” of
mountain-hazards developing environments (Figure 1). As initial environmental factors,
they can affect subsequent soil development [31,32], vegetation growth [33,34], river devel-
opment [35] and the formation of many other factors (Figure 1). They play an important role
for the hazards-developing environments of mountain hazards from underground, surface
and above ground. Analyzing the root factors is a good way to understand the characteris-
tics of regional hazard-developing environments, which can effectively avoid the problems
of complex analysis and unclear research focus caused by too many hazard-developing
environment factors.
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Figure 1. Factor “tree” of mountain-hazards developing environments and effects of geology, land-
form and climate factors for the formation of mountain-hazards developing environments. There may
be obvious differences in hazards-developing environments of mountain hazards in different regions
of large areas [36,37]. This requires us to study the regionalization of hazards-developing environ-
ments in order to reflect the regional differences. However, natural elements are full of complexity.
Through the analysis of the relationship between various factors, finding out the most important
factors is an important step to realize the difference analysis of hazards-developing environments.

3. Study Area and Materials
3.1. Study Area

Continents are understood to be large, continuous, discrete masses of land, ideally
separated by expanses of water. The continental Eurasia is the largest mainland of the world
(Figure 2). There are rich and diverse climate types, high-relief mountains and complex
geological environments. According to the Koppen climate classification improved by Peel
et al. [38], the Eurasian continent, benefitting from its wide hinterland and huge terrain
elevation difference, has 29 climate types, almost including all climate types in the Képpen
climate classification system. According to the calculation and statistics, mountain areas
(including hills and mountains) account for 57% of the total area of the continental Eurasia.
The high value of topographic relief is mainly distributed in the Alps, the Himalayas, the
Hengduan, and the Sayan mountains, which may provide the transformation conditions
from potential energy to kinetic energy for the developing of mountain hazards. Using
PGA data from the Global Seismic Hazard Map, which is the result of Global Seismic
Hazard Assessment Program (GSHAP) [39], to analyze the seismicity characteristics of the
continental Eurasia, it could be found that the high value of PGA is mainly located near the
Alpine-Himalayan seismic region, and also has some high value distributions in the Pamir
Plateau, Lake Baikal of Russia and Kamchatka Peninsula. The PGA values above 0.4 m/s2
(corresponding to seismic intensity above 9 degrees, having serious damage to buildings
and natural environments) account for 51.09% of the whole region. The complexity of the
mountain-hazards developing environments of the Eurasian continent provides conditions
for the study of hazards-developing environment regionalization work, and could provide
reference for similar work in other regions.
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Figure 2. Elevation of the Eurasian continent. The Eurasia continent is the largest continental area
on Earth. Primarily in the Northern and Eastern Hemispheres, it spans from the Iberian Peninsula
in the west to the Russian Far East in the east, from the Tanjung Piai of Malaysia in the south to the
Russian Taymyr Peninsula in the north. The mainland is bordered by the Arctic Ocean to the north,
the Indian Ocean to the south, the Atlantic Ocean to the west, and the Pacific Ocean to the east.

3.2. Representative Significance of PPR on Mountain-Hazards Developing Environments

For the mountain-hazards developing environments in large regions, if just select-
ing three concrete indicators to characterize geological, geomorphic and climatic factors,
the peak ground acceleration (PGA), annual average precipitation and topographic re-
lief (known as PPR factors) could be chosen as the three main factors which are well
representative:

(1) Peak ground acceleration (PGA) represents the intensity of seismic activities and is
an important index to measure the intensity of seismic actions [40]. Seismic activities
can make rock and soil produce cracks and even faults, which can create conditions
for the developing of mountain-hazards [41,42]. For geological factors, PGA, which
represents the strength of seismic activity, may be more representative than other
related indicators, such as lithology, faults, rock strength, distance from faults and etc.

(2) Temperature and precipitation are two elements that reflect the characteristics of the
climate [43]. For mountain hazards, precipitation could provide water conditions
for the developing of mountain hazards [44]. The formation of hazards-developing
environments is the result of the interaction of geographical elements over a long
time. With the impact of precipitation on hazards-developing environments on a
long-time scale, its effect on vegetation growth and soil development could be better
explained [45,46]. Based on the above considerations, the annual average precipitation
was selected to characterize the impact of climate factors on the formation of hazards-
developing environments of mountain hazards.

(3) The mostimportant role of geomorphic factors in the formation of hazards-developing
environments of mountain hazards is to provide potential energy conditions for the
developing of mountain hazards (such as absolute height) and the transformation
conditions from potential energy to kinetic energy (such as slope or topographic relief).
In contrast, the transformation condition from potential energy to kinetic energy is
particularly important for the developing of mountain hazards [47,48]. For this con-
dition, topographic relief emphasizes the difference between the highest and lowest
altitude in a certain area, which can reflect the characteristics of elevation change [49].
Compared with the slope emphasizing the steepness and flatness of the ground at
a certain point, topographic relief can better show the regional characteristics of the
landform, so it may be more suitable to be selected as a representative indicator to
reflect the geomorphic elements of the hazards-developing environments.
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3.3. Materials
3.3.1. PGA Data

In this research, PGA data come from the global seismic hazard map, which is
the research result of the global seismic hazard assessment program (GSHAP) [50,51]
(http:/ /gmo.gfz-potsdam.de/pub/data_details/data_details_frame.html, accessed on 13
November 2019). It provides a description of seismic hazard based on peak ground accelera-
tion (PGA, ms~2) with a 50-year exceedance probability of 10% (475-year return period) [52].
The data are provided in the form of grid, with a numerical range of 0~12.6057 m/s* and
a grid resolution of 0.1° (equivalent to 11 km near the equator). In order to unify the
resolution of PPR indicators, 0.1° resolution PGA was interpolated into 30” resolution data
(roughly equivalent to 1 km near the equator, Figure 3a) in later data analysis.
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Figure 3. PPR data: (a) PGA; (b) annual average precipitation; (c) elevation; (d) topographic relief.

3.3.2. Annual Average Precipitation

The annual average precipitation data come from WorldClim website [53] (https:
/ /www.worldclim.org/data/index.html, accessed on 13 November 2019). The data pro-
vided by the website involve various data types, such as temperature, precipitation, solar
radiation, wind speed and water vapor pressure. It can provide grid data with different
resolutions and sizes, which is widely used in the needs of large-scale regional mapping
and spatial simulation. In this study, the monthly average precipitation data with grid
resolution of 30" were selected. By accumulating the monthly precipitation data, the annual
average precipitation data were obtained, and the value range is 0~9312 mm (Figure 3b).

3.3.3. Elevation

GMTED?2010 is a kind of global multi-resolution terrain elevation data [54] (https://
topotools.cr.usgs.gov/gmted_viewer/, accessed on 13 November 2019). This data product
could provide three resolution data (30”, 15" and 7.5”). The corresponding pixel sizes
near the equator are about 1000 m, 500 m and 250 m. Referring to the resolution of other
data sources in this study, this study selected the 30” resolution grid data of GMTED2010
as the DEM elevation data source (Figure 3c). Considering that the landslide hazards
occur on the slope, the mountain torrents and debris flows generally develop in the small
valleys or watersheds, and they are more dependent on the topographic height difference
in a small area. Therefore, when calculating the topographic relief, 3 km x 3 km was
taken as the neighborhood statistical range by using the ArcGIS focus statistics tool under
the equal area projection coordinate system. The maximum and minimum values within
the neighborhood range were calculated, and the two values were subtracted to obtain
the topographic relief grid data, which were converted into 30” resolution geographic
coordinate grid data and displayed in ArcGIS, as shown in Figure 3d.
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4. Methods
4.1. Data Standardization

The min-max standardization [55] is a linear transformation of the original data so
that the original data are mapped between [0-1].

Xi — Xmin
Yi= @
Xmax — Xmin
where y; is a new value after standardization, x; is the original value, X,y is the maximum
value of original values, and x,,;, is the minimum value of original values.

4.2. Geospatial Data Band Synthesis

The operation of creating a single raster dataset with multiple bands is called band
synthesis. Band synthesis is often used in remote sensing image data processing. Typically,
each data band in the received satellite data is contained in a separate file. For example,
using band1, band2 and band3 to render these raster datasets together to create a color
composite, we need to synthesize bands into a separate raster dataset. At present, refer-
ring to the band synthesis operation of remote sensing images, relevant researchers have
been also trying to synthesize different geospatial grid data to obtain multi-dimensional
geospatial data [56].

4.3. Spatial Clustering Algorithm ISODATA

Spatial clustering algorithm is a computer algorithm for automatic classification ac-
cording to the agglomeration and discrete states of sample points in multi-dimensional
space. Each spatial unit in the study area has n-dimensional characteristics, and each
dimension carries a certain value of attribute information. Therefore, each spatial unit
would correspond to a point in the N-dimensional space. The principle of spatial clustering
method is to classify them according to certain mathematical statistical methods, so that
the differences between individuals in the same group are as small as possible, while
the differences between individuals in different groups are as large as possible so as to
determine the spatial distribution law and pattern of the sample set.

The iterative self-organizing data analysis algorithm (ISODATA) is a clustering algo-
rithm that adds two operations of “merging” and “splitting” to the classification process
on the basis of K-means algorithm and controls these two operations by setting param-
eters. When the number of clustering centers is unknown, the ISODATA algorithm is
recommended. The basic idea of the algorithm is as follows:

(@  Firstly, some initial values are selected as the clustering centers, and the pixels to be
classified are allocated according to the index;

Calculate the distance of various ground objects in the sample;

The cluster group splits and merges to form a new cluster center;

Continue to iterate and recalculate, then end the operation when the result converges.
At present, this method has many applications in remote sensing image classification,
image retrieval, voice conversion, multi-agent task allocation and other fields [57-60].
The method is also relatively mature.

®OO

4.4. Spatial Stratified Heterogeneity Analysis Using Geodetector

Spatial stratified heterogeneity is the spatial representation of socio-economic pro-
cesses and natural phenomena. It refers to a geographical phenomenon in which the
variance within an attribute value layer (statistical concept, corresponding to a geograph-
ical class or sub-region) is less than the variance between layers. For example, there are
differences between different types or regions, such as land use map, climatic regionaliza-
tion, ecological regionalization, geographical regionalization, etc. The geographic detector
proposed by Wang et al. [61] is a new statistical method to detect the influencing factors
of geographic events by measuring the similarity between independent variables and
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dependent variables, and then reveal the driving force behind them. In this tool, q statistics
can be used to identify, test, find and attribute. The value range of q is from 0 to 1. The
larger the value of q is, the stronger the ability of independent variable x could explain
the spatial differentiation of attribute Y. When the value of q is 1, it indicates that factor
X completely controls the spatial distribution of Y, and a value of 0 indicates that there is
no relationship between them. The q value between 0 and 1 indicates that X explains the
spatial stratified heterogeneity of q * 100%. Nowadays, geodetector was applied to solve
problems with spatial stratified heterogeneity in many fields, such as land use, climate
boundary and population pattern [62-66].

5. Results
5.1. Data Standardization and PPR Band Synthesis

We first selected the min-max standardization method to normalize the PPR data,
and then multiplied them by 255 to generate grids with gray value of 0~255, which were
transformed into integer grid data, and used 8 bits for data storage so as to complete the data
standardization processing. Although the original data were scaled in the standardization
process, they are still consistent with the original data in the expression of the relative
size of the data. At the same time, they realize the dimensionless of the data, which is
conducive to the transmission and use of the data. Referring to the data-management
method of remote sensing image grid dataset, the three grid layers of PPR were synthesized
to generate the “three-dimensional geo-information space” grid dataset. We used the
remote-sensing grid dataset for geographic data management and visualization [56,67,68].
After the band synthesis operation of the above data, it can express the combination
information of hazards-developing environments using the pseudocolor display (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Pseudocolor representation of PPR 3D geo-information space data.

5.2. PPR Automatic Classification of 3D Geo-Information Spatial Data

If the spatial data of multi-dimensional geo-information are stored and managed in
the form of multi-band remote sensing images, the relevant image-processing methods
could be used to process these data [56]. Using the ISODATA (iterative self-organizing data
analysis) algorithm, the spatial clustering unsupervised automatic classification processing
was carried out for the three-dimensional geo-information spatial grid dataset (PPR grid
dataset) composed of standardized PGA, annual average precipitation and topographic
relief. In the process of data processing, it could be found that the number of classifications
could affect the classification results.

As shown in Figure 5, when the number of classifications is set to 2, the method first
generates two categories with the greatest difference. Compared with the original PPR
data, it could be found that the PGA regional difference is more distinguished when two
categories were classified. With the increase in classification number, patches become
more fragmented and diversified, which is similar to remote sensing image classification
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progresses. When nine categories were classified, the classification of complex regions was
more diverse and complex. For example, the Qinghai Tibet Plateau and pan-third-pole
region are obviously more complex than that of Southern China, indicating the complexity
of the PPR feature combination of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and the pan-third-pole region.
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Figure 5. Unsupervised automatic classification results of the PPR data using the ISODATA method.

5.3. Cartographic Generalization and Regionalization Results

Cartographic generalization in cartography emphasizes the use of general and abstract
forms to reflect the regular type characteristics and discards the secondary features [69]. In
order to make the results of PPR classification have more obvious regional characteristics
and meet the needs of follow-up research, we intended to eliminate and merge the classified
small spots in order to achieve the purpose of cartographic generalization. Which of the
above classification results could be selected as the basis for cartographic generalization? It
is mainly determined by observing the change of the number of patches in each classification
result [70]. We found that the number of patches increased significantly with the increase in
the number of PPR classifications, but the number of classified patches fluctuated up and
down in the 8~13 classification stages, and the total number of patches in the classification
results showed a temporary saturation state (Figure 6). Based on this phenomenon and
considering the amount of data processing, the nine-classification result (Figure 5h) was
selected for subsequent cartographic generalization processing.
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By performing equal area projection transformation on the above nine-classification
result and counting the patch area, it was found that the patch areas are significantly
different, and the maximum difference between the maximum value and the minimum
value can be more than six orders of magnitude (Figure 7a). After performing the local
magnification, it was found that the area of most patches is less than 2000 km?, and there
are still a large number of spots above 4000 km? (Figure 7b). In order to merge as many
small patches into large patches as possible, 4000 km? was selected as the small patch
elimination threshold, and the small patch elimination was automatically performed in
ArcGIS 10 software, which is developed and maintained by the Esri company (Redlands,
CA, USA).
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Figure 7. Area statistics of nine-classification patches: (a) size distribution of patches; (b) drawing of
partial enlargement.

The following figures show the results of patch elimination of the PPR nine-classification
result with different thresholds (2000 km? and 4000 km?). Although different thresholds
were used for patch elimination, because the threshold is smaller than the whole large area,
the large blocks still maintain consistency and integrity (Figure 8).
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Figure 8. Small-patch elimination of nine-classification patches: (a) threshold of 2000 km?; (b) thresh-
old of 4000 km?.
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After the automatic elimination of small patches, the classification result (Figure 9) was
combined manually. Considering the nine-classification result of PPR data, geomorphic
classification data [71] and the integrity of natural geographical units, the small patches
were merged into the surrounding large blocks one by one. The regional integrity and the
geo-information similarity of the combined patches were maintained as far as possible.
Finally, 15 PPR subregions were demarcated (Figure 9). The difference of hazard-developing
environments in one region is relatively small, which can make the susceptibility, hazard
and risk assessment model construction work more targeted and scientific.
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Figure 9. Regionalization results of PPR mountain-hazards developing environments.

5.4. Analysis on the Ability of Hazards-Developing Environment Regionalization to Explain the
Spatial Stratified Heterogeneity of PPR Factors

The purpose of mountain-hazards developing environment regionalization is to mini-
mize the difference of hazards-developing environments in the area and highlight the dif-
ference of hazards-developing environments in different regions. The hazards-developing
environment regionalization conducted in this research is based on the classification of
the combined characteristics of PPR data, so the advantages and disadvantages of the
regionalization results can be judged by exploring the interpretation ability to PGA, annual
precipitation and topographic relief.

If the spatial stratified heterogeneity interpretation ability is strong, it proves that
the regionalization results take into account the regional characteristics of the three; if the
interpretation ability is weak, it shows that the regionalization results do not show the
regional characteristics of the three factors well. Therefore, we selected the geodetector
tool [61] introduced in the research method to detect the interpretation ability of the
regionalization results to the stratified heterogeneity of PPR factors. Since increasing the
density of sampling points can improve the accuracy of the calculation results [61], after
performing the equal area projection of the Eurasian continent research area, the random
point amount was set to 20,000, and 19,825 effective points were obtained after removing
the invalid points on the boundary. Taking the PPR regionalization type quantity as the
independent variable X, and PGA, annual average rainfall and topographic relief as the
dependent variable Y, respectively, we calculated the corresponding three q values, and
analyzed the interpretation degree of the regionalization results to the PPR data according
to the q value.

According to the calculation results, the regionalization results have the strongest
interpretation for PGA, which can explain 61.43% of the PGA stratified heterogeneity char-
acteristics, 58.38% for the annual average precipitation’s spatial stratified heterogeneity,
and 30.31% for the topographic relief’s spatial stratified heterogeneity. The reason for
the difference of q values is that PGA and annual rainfall have more obvious regional
characteristics, better continuity of numerical distribution, smoother numerical transition
of adjacent grids in space, and relatively simple spatial stratified heterogeneity. Therefore,
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the regionalization result has a better interpretation effect on their spatial stratified hetero-
geneity characteristics. Due to the continuous change in mountainous terrain, the transition
between the values of adjacent grids is poor, which makes the regional continuity relatively
weak. As a result, the spatial stratified heterogeneity of topographic relief is more complex.
Therefore, the interpretation ability of the regionalization result is not as good as the first
two factors. Combined with the q values of relevant literature, the PPR regionalization
result has a strong ability to explain the spatial stratified heterogeneity characteristics of
PGA, annual average precipitation and topographic relief, and has achieved the purpose of
hazard-developing regionalization.

5.5. Characteristic Analysis of PPR Factors in Each Subregion

The analysis of PPR factor characteristics was mainly realized by statistics of PPR
factor values obtained at randomly sampling points. Considering the problem of projec-
tion deformation in large areas, in order to ensure the rationality of sampling, we first
transformed the research area of the Eurasian continent into equal area projection, then
used the random point generation tool of ArcGIS software to generate 1000 random points
(Figure 10). The “Extract Multi Values to Points” tool was used to obtain the PGA value,
annual average precipitation and topographic relief value at each point.
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Figure 10. Distribution of random points in the Eurasian continent.

Draw the sampling mean line of each factor of PPR as the reference standard, and com-
pare the distribution of PGA values, annual average precipitation values and topographic
relief values of sampling points in each subregion (Figure 11). The following can be found:

(1) The subregion with higher PGA values (mainly distributing above the mean value)
include 4 Alps-Mediterranean subregion, 6 Baikal-Altai subregion, 8 Iranian plateau
subregion, 9 Pamirs subregion, 13 Himalayan-Hengduan subregion and 14 Tibetan
Plateau subregion.

(2) The subregions with high annual average precipitation (mainly distributing above the
mean value) include 1 high-latitude plain subregion, 4 Alps—Mediterranean subregion,
7 Northeast Asia subregion, 12 Deccan Plateau subregion, 13 Himalayan-Hengduan
subregion and 15 low-latitude monsoon subregion.

(3) In terms of topographic relief, the areas with large variation range of topographic
relief mainly include 3 East-Siberia mountainous subregion, 4 Alps—Mediterranean
subregion, 6 Baikal-Altai subregion, 7 Northeast Asia subregion, 8 Iranian plateau
subregion, 9 Pamirs subregion, 11 Arabian Peninsula subregion, 12 Deccan Plateau
subregion, 13 Himalayan-Hengduan subregion, 14 Tibetan Plateau subregion, and 15
low-latitude monsoon subregion.
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Figure 11. PPR values of random points in each subregion. (a) PGA (m/ s2), (b) Annual average
precipitation (mm), (c) Topagraphic relief (m).

5.6. Analysis of Mountain-Hazards Susceptibility in Each Hazard-Developing Environment
Subregion

Considering the PPR data as the background factor of hazards-developing environ-
ments, we can judge the difficulty of developing mountain-hazards in different subregions
based on the geological, climatic and geomorphic conditions they represent. Based on the
promotion effect of “more mountains, more water and more fragmentation” on the devel-
oping of mountain hazards, the following rules were set according to the existing relevant
research to analyze the relationship between PPR and mountain-hazards susceptibility.

Premise rules are as follows:

@® Large relief is the “necessary and insufficient condition” for the development of
mountain-hazards. The developing of “mountain” hazards should first have relief as
the basic support [72,73];

@ Rainfall could infiltrate and soften the rocks and soil mass, reduce the strength of
rocks and soil mass, and is conducive to the breeding of mountain hazards [74,75];

Judgment rules are as follows:

(®  When there is only the relief condition or rainfall condition, or both conditions are not
available, it is not conducive to the developing of mountain hazards;

® A certain amount of precipitation and a certain amount of relief are the favorable
conditions for the developing of mountain hazards;

® Geological activities can break rocks and develop fissures, which are conducive to the
infiltration of water, promote the developing of landslide hazards, and also provide
material source conditions for debris flow hazards so as to form a good mountain-
hazards developing environment in places with relief conditions but relatively little
rainfall [76].

Based on the analysis of Figure 11, the overall value of PPR sampling points in each
subregion is marked by drawing a table. Generally, the overall value above the mean
line was marked with color, and the overall value below the mean line was not marked
with color. Based on the premise rules and judgment rules listed above, a preliminary
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judgment could be made for the mountain-hazards susceptibility of hazards-developing
environments represented by PPR (Table 1).

Table 1. Relative strength table of PPR in each subregion and inference of mountain-hazards susceptibility.

Susceptibility

Subregion Name PGA Precipitation Relief Characteristics Rules
. . . Overall low
! ngh-latltu.de plain Local high value Local high value susceptibility, local 3 ®
subregion hi e
igh susceptibility
2 Mid-Siberia plateau . Overall low
subregion Local high value susceptibility ®

3 East-Siberia
mountainous subregion

Overall low

Local high value Local high value susceptibility, local ®®

high susceptibility
4 Alps-Mediterranean Overall high @
subregion susceptibility
. . Overall low
5 Central Asia subregion susceptibility ©)
. . . Overall high
6 Baikal-Altai subregion _ susceptibility ®
7 Northeast Asia . Overall high
subregion Local high value susceptibility ®
8 Iranian plateau . Overall high
subregion Local high value susceptibility ©
9 Pamirs subregion Local high value Overall high ®
& & susceptibility
10 Mongolia-Xinjiang . Overall low
subregion Local high value susceptibility ®
. . Overall low
11 Arabian Renlnsula Local high value susceptibility, local OO
subregion hi Do
igh susceptibility
12 Deccan Plateau . Overall high
subregion Local high value susceptibility @
13 Himalayan-Hengduan Overall high @
subregion susceptibility
14 Tibetan Plateau Overall high ®
subregion susceptibility
15 Low latitude monsoon . Overall high
subregion Local high value susceptibility ®

Notes: In the above table, red indicates that the overall PGA value of the corresponding subregion is higher, blue
indicates that there is more precipitation in the corresponding subregion, and brown indicates that there is a large
change of topographic relief in the corresponding subregion. For the cases of overall PPR with small values, there
is no color marking, but there may be local high value remarks.

It could be found that among the hazards-developing environment subregions in the
Eurasian continent, the subregions with relatively high susceptibility mainly include the
Alps—-Mediterranean subregion, Baikal-Altai subregion, Northeast Asia subregion, Iranian
plateau subregion, Pamirs subregion, Deccan Plateau subregion, Himalayan-Hengduan
subregion, Tibetan Plateau subregion, and low-latitude monsoon subregion.

By superimposing the regionalization results of mountain-hazards developing en-
vironments in the Eurasian continent with the mountain hazards (landslides, mountain
torrents and debris flows), which we collected from NASA, Dartmouth Flood Observatory
website and others [77,78] (Figure 12). It could be found that the mountain-hazards aggre-
gation areas are basically consistent with the overall high-susceptibility areas of mountain
hazards analyzed in Table 1. Although the Tibetan Plateau subregion and Baikal-Altai
subregion have relatively fewer mountain-hazards records due to their vast area and sparse
population, the relevant literatures can still support the relevant judgment in Table 1 [79,80].
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Figure 12. Mountain-hazards distribution in different subregions.

6. Discussion

The regionalization of mountain-hazards developing environments in the Eurasian
continent based on PPR data effectively reduces the difference of hazard-developing envi-
ronments in the interior of each subregion. We have a preliminary understanding of the
relative values of PPR factors in 15 hazard-developing environment subregions. The more
similar geographic configurations of two areas are, the more similar the values (processes)
of the target variable at these two areas would be, also known as geographic similar-
ity [81]. That is to say, we can classify many hazard-developing environment regions, and
put some similar hazard-developing environment regions into one category. The similar
hazards-developing environment regions have similar characteristics for the developing of
mountain hazards. Combined with the mountain-hazards susceptibility judgment rules,
we could obtain nine subregions with overall high susceptibility. Further analysis of these
nine subregions shows that some of them are similar in PPR characteristics, so they can be
divided into the following three categories:

(1) Arid and active-geologic regions: this category includes the Baikal-Altai subregion,
Iranian plateau subregion, Pamirs subregion and Tibetan Plateau subregion. The
characteristics of such regions are that the PGA value and relief value are relatively
high [82,83]. Although the precipitation value is relatively low, the active geological
activities break the rocks and soil mass, which is conducive to the infiltration of
precipitation along the cracks [84,85]. It is conducive to the developing of landslides
and other mountain-hazards, and the broken rocks and soil mass also provides rich
solid source conditions for the developing of debris flow hazards [86].

(2) Humid and active-geologic regions: this category mainly includes the Alps-Mediterranean
subregion and the Himalayan—-Hengduan subregion. All PPR values of such regions are
high. In these subregions, the active geological activities make the rocks and soil broken.
The infiltration and softening for rocks and soil by abundant precipitation can reduce the
strength of rocks and soil and provide rich water source conditions for the developing of
mountain hazards, while the large relief provides basic potential energy transformation
conditions for the developing of mountain hazards [87,88]. It can be seen that this kind
of hazards-developing environments is most conducive to the developing of mountain
hazards, compared with the other two types of hazard-developing environments [89].

(3) Humid and inactive-geologic regions: the subregions involved in this category include
the Northeast Asia subregion, Deccan Plateau subregion and low-latitude monsoon
subregion. In terms of precipitation characteristics, the above subregions are affected
by monsoons [90,91], and the precipitation is relatively rich. There is large topographic
relief in these subregions, which can provide the most basic potential energy conver-
sion conditions for the developing of mountain hazards. However, the geological
activities in these areas are relatively weak, so the developing of rock and soil fissures
in these subregions is weaker than the first two categories [92].
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Compared with the above three categories of hazards-developing environments, we
find that large relief is the most basic condition for the developing of mountain hazards,
which is also the reason for the so-called “mountain” hazards. High PGA and precipitation
can exist one or both, which is helpful to the developing of mountain hazards [93,94].
Therefore, the difference of hazards-developing environments in the three categories of
mountain hazards’ high susceptibility is mainly caused by the difference in PGA and
precipitation. It should be noted that the susceptibility inference results of these subregions
just represent overall and broad situations, and that in their interiors, they may behave
independently due to the action of other variables not considered in this study. According
to the differences of the developing environments, the mountain-hazards susceptibility or
hazard index models for different hazards-developing environmental backgrounds could
be constructed using more variables in order to obtain more detailed assessment results,
which also makes the constructed models have different regional applicability (Table 2).
On the other hand, this study also has limitations. Due to the limitation of the length
of the article, we only carried out one-level regionalization research, and did not carry
out higher-level regionalization research. Therefore, the subsequent assessment models
built based on different mountain-hazards developing environments in this regionalization
research could improve the regional applicability and model accuracy compared with the
case of just using one model for the whole region, but there is still space for improvement
in constructing models based on higher-level regionalization results.

Table 2. Model classifications and applicability characteristics.

Model Type Applicability
Arid and active-geologic region model Areas with low precipitation and high PGA
Humid and active-geologic region model Areas with high precipitation and PGA values

Areas with low PGA value but relatively

Humid and inactive-geologic region model abundant precipitation

7. Conclusions

This research divides the hazards-developing environments of mountain-hazards
for the Eurasian continent, so as to help the subsequent susceptibility, hazard and risk
assessments under different mountain-hazards developing environmental backgrounds
and could improve the scientificity and rationality. It would help relevant researchers
understand geographical characteristics and discover geographical laws so as to carry out
disaster assessment better and ultimately serve the practical needs of disaster prevention
and mitigation. Specifically, this research has the following understanding and conclusions:

(1) Based on unsupervised classification, small patch elimination and merging oper-
ations, 15 mountain-hazards developing environment subregions with their own
characteristics were obtained.

(2) The analysis based on geodetectors shows that the regionalization results have the
best interpretation ability for PGA spatial stratified heterogeneity (q = 0.61), followed
by the annual average precipitation spatial stratified heterogeneity (q = 0.58) and the
topographic relief spatial stratified heterogeneity (q = 0.30). Overall, the regionaliza-
tion results can reflect the spatial stratified heterogeneity of PPR to a certain extent
and reflect the regional characteristics of mountain-hazards developing environments.

(38) The strength characteristics of PPR values in 15 subregions were analyzed, and the
susceptibility of mountain hazards in each subregion was preliminarily identified ac-
cording to the listed judgment rules. Nine subregions, including Alps-Mediterranean
subregion, Baikal-Altai subregion, Northeast Asia subregion, Iranian Plateau subre-
gion, Pamirs subregion, Deccan Plateau subregion, Himalayan-Hengduan subregion,
Tibetan Plateau sub-region, and low-latitude monsoon subregion, were preliminarily
identified as the overall high susceptibility regions of mountain hazards.



Land 2022, 11, 1519 16 of 19

(4) Through the classification of nine mountain hazards’ overall high-susceptibility re-
gions, three different types of areas were obtained. They are arid and active-geologic
regions, humid and active-geologic regions, and humid and inactive-geologic regions.
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