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Abstract: The natural simplifying assumptions often put forward in the theoretical investigations of
the magnetohydrodynamic turbulence are that the turbulent flow is statistically isotropic, homoge-
neous and stationary. Of course, the natural turbulence in the planetary interiors, such as the liquid
core of the Earth is neither, which has important consequences for the dynamics of the planetary
magnetic fields generated via the hydromagnetic dynamo mechanism operating in the interiors of
the planets. Here we concentrate on the relaxation of the assumption of statistical stationarity of the
turbulent flow and study the effect of turbulent wave fields in the Earth’s core, which induces non-
stationarity, on the turbulent resistivity in the non-reflectionally symmetric flow and the geodynamo
effect. It is shown that the electromotive force, including the so-called x-effect and the turbulent
magnetic diffusivity 7, induced by non-stationary turbulence, evolves slowly in time. However,
the turbulent & coefficient, responsible for the dynamo action and 7 evolve differently in time, thus
creating periods of enhanced and suppressed turbulent diffusion and dynamo action somewhat
independently. In particular, periods of enhanced & may coincide with periods of suppressed diffu-
sion, leading to a stable and strong field period. On the other hand, it is shown that when enhanced
diffusion occurs simultaneously with suppression of the a-effect, this leads to a sharp drop in the
intensity of the large-scale field, corresponding to a geomagnetic excursion.

Keywords: magnetohydrodynamics; non-stationary turbulence; dynamo theory; geomagnetic excur-
sions; geomagnetic reversals

1. Introduction

The terrestrial magnetic field is generated by the hydromagnetic dynamo action in the
Earth’s liquid core driven thermally and compositionally [1-3]. The turbulent mechanism
of dynamo action, which is typically invoked as responsible for the generation of large-scale
fields, is the so-called a-effect, based on nonlinear interactions of the small-scale fluctuating
components of the non-reflectionally symmetric turbulent state, which generate the large-
scale electromotive force (EMF). For dynamo action to occur, the wave field must exhibit
chirality, i.e., lack of reflectional symmetry [4-6]. The turbulent flow in the core of the Earth
contains a rich wave field composed of nonlinearly interacting magnetohydrodynamic
waves such as, e.g., the inertial waves [7], the so-called MAC waves [8,9] or magnetic
Rossby waves [10]; for a more complete review see [11] on the dynamics of the core. These
interactions could have a profound effect on the dynamics of the core, in particular the
dynamo process as they practically rule out statistical stationarity of the core turbulence—a
feature often invoked in theoretical investigations of magnetohydrodynamic turbulence, as
it greatly simplifies the mathematical approach.

In fact, non-stationarity has been recently shown by [12-15], as an effective mechanism
of generation of the large-scale electromotive force through interactions of waves with
distinct but close frequencies of oscillations (the beating effect). Such an EMF slowly
evolves on timescales comparable or larger than the typical time scales of variation of the
large-scale field. It is shown here that statistically non-stationary, helical turbulence induces
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a slowly varying in time a-effect and turbulent magnetic diffusion, and their variations are
out of phase.

Some well-known features of the evolution of the geomagnetic field are the so-called
geomagnetic excursions and polarity reversals, the former being the periods of a significant
drop in the large-scale field’s intensity. In fact, from the point of view of the possible impact
that such a phenomenon could have on the high-tech human civilization, it is the decrease
in the intensity of the geomagnetic dipole, which is crucial, since it is the dipolar field
that greatly prevents the solar wind from entering the atmosphere. Whether or not the
actual polarity reversal takes place is of much less importance and hence in here, for short,
under the term “excursion’, we will contain both the actual excursions and reversals. The
aim of this paper is to comment on the phenomenon of geomagnetic excursions in light
of the non-stationarity of the core turbulence induced by wave-interactions and the slow
time evolution of the a-effect and turbulent diffusion. This evolution is shown to create
periods of enhanced diffusion, which may be correlated with suppression of the a-effect,
thus creating favourable conditions for the excursions.

Numerical simulations do not reveal any significant large-scale alterations in the
flow of the conducting liquid during a reversal [16-18], although it must be said that
the currently available computer power does not allow to reach the strongly constrained
Earth-like parameter regime. The first stage of a polarity reversal in simulations by [18]
is associated with local intensification of turbulence, where the vigorous flow twists and
bends the field lines to locally reverse the magnetic field direction. The enhanced turbulence
intensifies the reversed field, which spreads into surrounding regions until the polarity
in the core becomes mixed and the dipole moment is weakened. This suggests that
the magnetic excursions and polarity reversals are manifestations of a chaotic turbulent
behaviour of the liquid core, which is in qualitative agreement with the temporal variations
of turbulent transport coefficients conjectured here.

2. Mathematical Formulation of the Mean Field Dynamo Problem

Evolution of the large-scale magnetic fields induced by the complex flow of an incom-
pressible conducting fluid is governed by the following dynamical equations

ouU 1

— +(U-V)U=F-VII+—(B-V)B+vV2U, (1a)
ot Hop
oB )
5 t(U-V)B=(B-V)U+,V’B, (1b)
V-U=0 V-B=0, (1c)

where the velocity field of the fluid flow is denoted by U(t, x), the magnetic field by B(t, x)
and the total pressure
I = E + Biz (2)
P 2pop

Without loss of generality, we may assume solenoidal forcing
V-F=0, ®)

and for the purpose of simplicity, we rescale the magnetic field in the following way

(B) (B),
VHop

so that the prefactor 1/ppp in the Lorentz-force term in the Navier-Stokes (1a) equation
is lost.
Next, denoting by angular brackets the ensemble mean,

(-) — ensemble mean
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let us introduce the standard Reynolds decomposition
U= (U +u B=(B)+b p=(p+7, @)

and write down separately the equations for the mean fields (U) and (B) and the turbulent
fluctuations u and b; this yields

2O 1 () - v)() =) ~ V(1) + ((B) - V)(B) + 02 (U)
V- ((un) — (bb), a)
@sz((U)x(B))+V><<u><b>+17V2<B>, (5b)
V-(B)=0, V-(U)=0. (5¢)
wher
o £~ (uxb) ©)

is the large-scale electromotive force (EMF) and

N VY2t () V)ut (u- V)(U) ~ ((B) V)b — (b- V) (B) + VIV
=f—V.(uu—bb)+ V. ((uu) — (bb)), (7a)
4V + ((U)- V)b~ ((B) - V)u+ (u-V)(B) ~ (b-V)(U)
=V x(uxb—{(uxb)), (7b)
V-b=0, V-u=0. (7¢)

Furthermore, we adopt the “first-order smoothing approximation” [6] in which
squares and products of fluctuating quantities are ignored

MUVt ((U) V)ut (u- V)(U)  (B)- V)b~ (b-V)(B)+ VI =, (50)
%‘; ~yV?b+ ((U)- V)b — ((B) - V)u+ (u-V)(B) = (b-V)(U) =0,  (8b)
V:-b=0, V-u=0. (8c)
Introducing
o(U); — d(B);
Gij = éx;l' Gij = ng;l' ©)

taking the Fourier transforms of (8a)—(8c) and eliminating the pressure from the Fourier
transformed velocity equation with the use of the projection operator

kikj
Pij(k) = 8ij — <5~ (10)
one obtains
[—i(w—k (U)) +uk2}ﬁ+P~G~ﬁ—ik. (B)b—P-G-b =f (11a)
[—i(w—k<U>)+17k2}f):ik-<B)ﬁ—C 4+G-b, (11b)

k-b=0, k-a=0 (11c)

~
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where we have already used (11c) in projecting the velocity equation on the plane perpen-
dicular to the wave vector k. Next we rearrange the terms to put all the terms involving
gradients of means on the right hand side

1, 1 k- (B))? ik (B)— k-(B). —
a=1i lpga KB g, KBg i X Bprga )
Yu Yu YuYy YuYy YuYy
lek'<B>ﬁ—ié-ﬁ+iG-B, (12b)
T T T
where
Y= —i(w—k-(U))+vk%, 7y = —i(w—k-(U)) +14k?, (13a)
k- (B))?
Yu =Y+ M (13b)
Ty

and assume scale separation between the means and the fluctuations, so that the gradients
of means can be assumed small and treated in a perturbational manner. The large scale
EMF, by the use of (6) and (12b), can be expressed in the following way

o K,(B o
ei]-k<uj(w, k)b (o', k’)> = 1”,§/ >”€ijk<uju,’<>
Ui

OBy 1 /. . AU 1 /.5
—el]kwﬁ<u]u;g> +€l]kW7§]<u]b;>’ (14)

where we have used a short notation i} = 7;(w’,k’). On substituting once again for B;,
from (12b) we obtain at the leading order

A . k(B o
e (1 (e, k)b () ) = i ! >"€ijk<”f”1/<>
Ty
B 1 /. .\ . Uy kyy /-
_€jjkW7;7<ujup>+1€ijk<B>n o, q/,;’2<Mjup>, (15)

where higher-order terms in the gradients G and G have been neglected.

3. Simple Kinematic Theory for Homogeneous Turbulence

It is a common practice to assume that the background small scale turbulence has
statistical properties that are given beforehand, and thus the situation becomes kinematic.
For example, we may assume that the turbulence is homogeneous and isotropic and thus
the turbulence correlation tensor takes the general form

(0i(k, w) (K, ")) = [E (w, ', k) Pij(k) +iH (w, ', k)el-]-kkk} S(k+X), (16)

where the H(w, w’, k) is responsible for the lack of reflectional symmetry required for the
large-scale dynamo process [6]. Since the mean velocity (U) only creates a shift of the
frequency w — w — k- (U), we simply absorb it into the frequency. The electromotive
force takes the form
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el]k/d4qe i(k-x—wt) /d4 ! ox— wt< (w, k)bk(cu k/)>
B>l/dk/dw/dw’e*i(w“"l)tk—/H(w,w’,k)
—va /dk/dw/dw’—lw+w kE(ww k)
’7
2wy )], [k [ deo [dwe o E pw,w ), a7
3 1 7;72 7 7 7

where we have used (15), (16), (A8a) and (A8b) in Appendix B and we have also introduced
a short notation
q=(w k), d*=d%dw. (18)

Next we consider the case of non-stationary turbulence and assume the following
E(w, ' k) =e (w2, k) ANw,w';@,T), H(w,w' k) =h (wz, k) ANw,w;@,T), (19)
where the 'non-stationarity” function

Sw+w+@)—d(w+w — o)
2i ’

Aw,w';@,T) =6(w+w')+T (20)

with ' = const, is chosen in such a way so that the correlations in the real space have a
simple sinusoidal time dependence

(ui(x, t)u;(x',t)) ~ 1+ Tsin(@t). (21)

Let us set for simplicity (U) = 0, though it is straightforward to include it, and
concentrate on the a-effect only. Consequently, for the EMF in the real space, we obtain

el]k/délqe (k-x—wt) /d4 !x— wt< ]( )bk(w kl)>

6
/dk/dwk h(w
|’7'7|

47.[1" eid)t efidit
—i k k4 k —

15 (6, [ ak [ dwktn(? ['<w+w>+nkz i(w—w>+nkz]
- ?;7 IV x ( /dk/d

(ZJt —iwt
+1@Vx /dk/dwk2 {(w e }

= {17[11( )—i—l"Iz( )sin(d)t)} +Fw13 cos( }

(B)
—{n[B" + 117 sin(@b)] + T@ 1" cos(@t) }[V x (B)], (22)

where we have made use of the fact that for any even function of w, say f,(w), the integral

f w Wfe(w)dw = 0 vanishes and the integrals I () S ]gn), forj =1, 2, 3 are given in the
Appendix A. In other words, the full EMF, 1nclud1ng the molecular diffusion, takes the
following form

gtot = 5(<B> — 17V X <B>, (23)
where @
N r,”

&=l + 'ZOS%% sin(@t + ¢a), (24a)



Symmetry 2021, 13, 1881 6 of 20

(1)
Tl
i=n+nl" + T2 sin(at+¢,), (24b)
COs 0
~ 1) ~7(1)
I I
tan ¢, = L‘E’M, tan¢g, = L?”) (24¢)
nh nl

Clearly, there is a significant phase shift between the & coefficient and the turbulent
diffusion 7.

The excursions and in particular polarity reversals have been observed in numerical
simulations, although none of the numerical models were able to reach the very demanding,
extreme parameter regime of the core. It was reported, however, that increasing the vigour
of convection tends to increase the frequency of polarity reversals [16,17]. In simulations
of [18], the first stage of a polarity reversal is characterised by intensification of turbulence
in some region of the core where the vigorous flow twists and bends the field lines to locally
reverse the magnetic field direction. Since the magnitude of the turbulent flow in that
region is particularly vigorous, so is the local magnetic Reynolds number, thus favouring
conditions for amplification of the reversed field, which spreads into surrounding regions
until the polarity in the core becomes mixed. This implies a sharp decay of the dipole
moment. Consequently, we may expect that the magnetic excursions and polarity reversals
are manifestations of a chaotic turbulent behaviour of the liquid core and no significant
large-scale phenomena seem to take place during excursions.

The real core turbulence is obviously bound to be non-stationary, including propaga-
tion of well-known waves such as the inertial waves [7], MAC-waves [8,9] or the magnetic
Rossby waves [10], likely forming wave packets. These wave fields interact nonlinearly
to form the turbulent electromotive force (EMF), and interactions of waves with distinct
but close frequencies were shown to be effective in creation of the EMF by [12-14]. For
simplicity, we will neglect higher-order interactions and include two-wave interactions
only, so that in the simplest case when only two waves with distinct frequencies but the
same wave vector are present (homogeneity but non-stationarity), the turbulent point
correlations at time ¢ can be written as

_ <[ﬁlei(w1t+k¢x) + ﬁzei(wzt+k¢x) + C.C.} ﬁTe—i(wlt—&-k-x) + ﬁ;e_i(w2t+k'x) + C.C.}>

- <ﬁ1ﬁ§eia’t> + <ﬁ2ﬁ1‘e_i“~’t> + (63 + (8p03), (25)

W =Av=w— wy, (26)

c.c. means the complex conjugate, and we have assumed that the means of quantities
oscillating with frequencies wj, wy and w; + wy, which correspond to mean field variations
on the timescales from days to decades can be assumed to vanish (without loss of generality,
we may assume wq > 0, wp > 0). However, since the core perturbations often possess
close frequencies of oscillation, the frequency difference @ can be small and even smaller
than the typical frequencies of oscillations of the large-scale field; in such a case, the first
two terms in the second line of (25) cannot be neglected and lead to long time variations
of the turbulence correlation tensor. This is in keeping with the chosen form of the 'non-
stationarity” function (20), which leads to correlations in the form (21), corresponding to
the form based on two-wave interactions.

In reality even such two-wave interactions lead to more than one (say N) @-mode, be-
cause the turbulent wave field consists of a number of distinct waves so that more generally

N
(ui(x, t)ui (X', 1)) ~ 1+ Y Tpsin(@nt + ¢n), (27)

n=1
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where the phase shift ¢, accounts for both the sine-type and cosine-type time dependence
of the correlation tensor.

4. Dynamic Theory

Instead of assuming some given form of the turbulence correlation tensor, we can use
Equation (12a) to express it in the following form

(a(@n(a)) =-— {37

1, (K- (B)) - (B) Kk
- qu IZPjSGSp—i_ 7117{,27;72 Gjp+1 <flfp>

/2 Yu 7/2,),/ k/2
1 (k- (B))? K- (B) kiks <
) L%%P“GS’”JF T T 2 Gon| (Roff) @9

where higher-order terms in the gradients G and G have been neglected, and we have used
the short notation q = (w, k). The EMF can then be calculated with the use of (15) and (28)
and on assuming the force correlations in a statistically homogeneous form

< Fi(k, w) f}(k’,w’)> - [FO (w, @', k) Pi(K) +iF (w, w/,k)eijkkk} S(k+X),  (29)

we have derived the formula for the mean EMF in Appendix B. This involves the mean
velocity gradients, which within the considered model correspond to effects such as the
cross-helicity dynamo or the shear-current effect [19-21]. Although it is straightforward to
include them in the calculations, for clarity, we drop all the mean velocity terms (we set
(U) = 0) and concentrate only on the a-effect and the effects of turbulent diffusion. For
simplicity, we will also consider the case when V(B )2 % (B) is negligible, hence the mean
EMF is reduced to (cf. Appendix B)

g —eljk/d4qe (kx—wt) /d4 /i (K x— wt)<ﬁj(w,k)l3k(w’,k’)>
=11 (v, 1,(B)?) (B)y = [Z2 (v, (B)?) + (B)'Ta(v,m, (B)?) | IV x (B, (30)

where the integrals 7, 7, and Z3 are provided in (A10a)-(A10c) in Appendix B.

Note that lack of reflectional symmetry is introduced here by the term proportional
to F1(w,w’, k) in the force corrections (29), hence it is crucial for calculation of the a-effect,
which is not generated by reflectionally symmetric flows [6]. In natural systems, the reflec-
tional symmetry is broken by the presence of background rotation, which introduces the
Coriolis force into the dynamics. However, rapidly rotating flows are naturally anisotropic;
thus for simplicity, we have chosen an isotropic model.

4.1. Stationary Turbulence

First let us explicitly demonstrate the simplest result obtained for stationary turbu-
lence, when

Fo(w,w', k) = Fy (wZ, k)é(w +w'), F(w W' k) =F <w2, k) Slw+dw'), (1)
i.e., the force correlations are given by
< fillk, ) fi(K, w’)> = [fo (wz, k) Py(K) +iF; (wz, k) eijkkk] S(k+K)d(w+w'). (32)
In such a case, the integrals in (30) can be calculated to yield

7 (v,n, (B)?) = 4my / dk / dax / dw kBIX;Tl!“r ; U (33a)
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I(>(v77 —my/dk/ dX/d K+ X2) Fo(w? k) (33b)
' vl g2
I(St) (1/ 1, <B>2>
6
- nq/dk/ dX/d R Fo(w? k) ( w? vkt — (k- (B))?) (13X* —10X2 +1), (339

yul® ml

where X = cosf and 6 is the polar angle in the spherical coordinates (k, 6, ¢) in the
wave-vector space, hence the induction equation takes the following form

@ =V x (8 (B)) — V x (74V x (B)), (34)
ith
" —4 dk [ dX [ dw X2 (w k) 35
m7/ / / vul g o

4
Ust—ﬂ{l—i—ﬂ/dk/ dX/d kfoz(Hk)[sz
Tn

K2 (w? — vk — K2(B)?X2) (13X* — 10X2 + 1
RICER (B)X?) ( )” a5

EAREAR

+(B)

where we have made use of the fact that for any even function of w, say f,(w) the integral
%, wfe(w)dw = 0 vanishes.

4.2. Non-Stationary Turbulence

The dynamics of the Earth’s core is strongly influenced by the wave field, composed
of the fundamental modes such as the inertial waves, the MAC waves and the magnetic
Rossby waves. These waves are described by different dispersion relations, which imply
the existence of a large number of waves with distinct frequencies of oscillation. As argued
at the end of Section 3, their interactions lead to a time-dependent turbulent correlation
tensor. We consider the simplest case of only two-wave interactions and introduce a simple
model by postulating that the turbulence is forced by the following isotropic, homogeneous
but non-stationary forcing (cf. (20))

Fy(w,w' k) = Fo (w2,k)A(w, o, T), F(ww k)=F (wz,k)A(w,w’;cD,F), (36)
ie.,
(fill@)fi(K, )
= [ Fo(w? k) (1) + i1 (P k) esjeke | 6(k + k) A (w, &, ). (37)

In the above, the function A(w, w’; @, T') is the 'non-stationarity” function given in (20),
so that indeed the two-wave interaction form

(fi(x,t)fi(x',t)) ~ 1+ T'sin(@t) (38)

is preserved. Of course, equally well, one could choose this to be a cosine-type time
dependence. The parameter @ has the physical interpretation of frequency shift between
distinct modes, i.e., MAC or magnetic Rossby waves. The calculation of the mean EMF
in the non-stationary turbulence is postponed until Appendix C. Although the limit is
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not geophysically relevant because of very small viscosity of the core, to make analytical
progress, we have considered
@ < vk?, nk?, (39)

hence

Y < -V
200E, 20027
where E; is the Ekman number based on the length scale ¢ corresponding to most energetic

turbulent eddies in the core. The induction equation then reads

L E (40)

3(B)

= = VX (@ns(B)) =V x (7lusV x (B)), (41)

where, again, 7,5 is the full effective magnetic diffusivity, including molecular effects and
Qs = &gt + &gt I sin(@t) — &I cos(@t), (42a)

fns = 1§ + Tst + st Sil‘l((f)t) - ﬁAwrCOS((Dt)/ (42b)

where the coefficients &s; and 7js; are given in (35a) and (35b), respectively, whereas formulae
for ap, and 75, can be found in (A24), (A26), (A27a) and (A27b) in Appendix C. The latter
expressions can be rearranged to yield

age

Rps = &gt + cosstgb,x sin(@t — ¢y), (43a)
fns = 17 + st + 7atl sin (@t — ¢y) (43b)

cos ¢y, 17'

where _ _
XAw NAw

tan ¢, = , tan¢, = —. 44
P Qst 4)77 st ( )

5. The Mean EMF in Non-Stationary, Low-Pm Turbulence

Let us introduce the Hartmann number based on characteristic fluctuational length
scale .# and a new variable @,

201\ <B>2 . w

We can evaluate the integrals expressing the turbulent diffusivity and the a-effect in
non-stationary turbulence (cf. Appendix C) in the geophysically relevant limit of a strong
magnetic field

2
%2 — <B >
vnk?

however, on top of this assumption we will also need

> 1, (46)

Ve Pm.a?(k) <1, (47)

in order to make analytical progress. This means we assume large Hartmann numbers
(strong field), but low magnetic Prandtl numbers Pm = v/# < 1. Since in the Earth’s core
the Hartmann number BVL
M = (B)L , (48)
ad/i
based on the core depth L is of the order 107, and Pm ~ 5 x 1077, the latter assumption
Pm.#*(k) < 1 for the Hartmann number ./ (k) based on fluctuational wavelengths is not
necessarily satisfied. Still, it is reasonable at least in a large part of the short-wavelength
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spectrum, and thus, it is put forward in order to simplify the calculations. Note that
since we consider the strong field limit, it is not applicable to a linear dynamo regime,
i.e., quenching of the electromotive force is significant. Let us take the following simple
statistical model (cf. e.g., [22,23], etc.)

D D
2 _ o 2 b1
Fo(whk) =3, FA(e?k) =2, (49)
with Dy = const > 0, D1 = const < kpyinDp [6], and introduce explicitly the scale separa-
tion, i.e., we introduce the scale of the largest/most energetic turbulent eddies ¢ = 27t/ kmin,
where kmin is the smallest fluctuational wave number. This allows to calculate the relations
between coefficients &s;, s+ and &, Taw (see Appendix C for general formulae), which
yields

in A Tw i o 1w (50)
Aw 12k /—Pm<B> sts NAw 28kfnin1/ fst,
and we recall here the assumptions that led to the final form of the transport coefficients
V NVkmin 1 w 5
= <1, — <1, Pm.#* (kmin) < 1. 51
(B) A (kmin) vk2 . A" (kinin) G

Note, however, that these assumptions were only necessary to clearly demonstrate
how the turbulent diffusivity and the a coefficient can be calculated in non-stationary
turbulence, and in particular, we have shown that the significant phase shift in the slow
time dependence between the turbulent diffusivity and the « coefficient is a rather gen-
eral feature of non-stationary turbulence. Under the current assumptions (51) the phase
shifts (44) can be calculated to yield

Apw @l 1oy 1 o1
tan = ~N —_ = = 52a
Y= ay S ouyPmB) 24 v (B) 24 v M, (52a)
_ aw 15 @¢?
tangy = S e (52b)
where B/
M, = (B) >1, (53)

Al
is the Hartmann number based on the maximal fluctuational lengthscale, which in the
Earth’s core can be expected to be at the order of 10* or even 10°. It follows that ¢n =0
is negligibly small and the phase shift between the a-effect and the turbulent magnetic
diffusivity is entirely determined by ¢, which is at least a few orders of magnitude larger

Oy > $u. (54)

We emphasise that ¢, is proportional to the frequency shift @ between the slowly
evolving MAC/magnetic Rossby waves, which is not uniquely determined, and in fact,
more realistically, the non-stationary turbulence should be modelled with a superposition
of at least a few (say N) distinct values @,, n = 1,..., N, each generating a different phase
shift ¢, , between the a-effect and the turbulent diffusivity.

Toy Model-Energy of a Force-Free Mode at (U) = 0

The aim of the simple calculation shown in this section is to demonstrate how a phase
shift between the field-amplifying a-effect and the resistive decay can lead to magnetic
field excursions, through an explicit numerical solution obtained for a force-free mode
defined by

V x (B) = x(x)(B), (55)
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where x(x) is a scalar function of position; this ensures (B) x (V x (B)) = 0. Such force-
free states are known to exist and have been intensively investigated, e.g., in seminal works
of [24,25] (cf. also more recent works of [26,27]). On defining the magnetic energy

(BY?, (56)

the induction equation in the absence of large-scale flows, (U) = 0, yields for the energy

— = 2ak(x)En — ZﬁK(X)ZEm. (57)

Based on the previous analysis we may propose the following

W N . o N

a= m[l +Tcos(@t—¢a)], T=n+ 1T AEZ [1+Tcos(@t—¢y)], (58)
where instead of the magnetic field dependence obtained in the strong field limit with
Pm < 1 considered in previous sections, we added a standard quenching factor, which
models action of the Lorentz force in the simplest way (cf. [28,29]), with A = const. Taking

¢u =0, ¢y =T, (59)
gives a well-suited case study, since it implies that the maximal enhancement of the field
takes place when the effect of the resistive decay is the weakest and vice versa—the
strongest resistive decay of the mean field is associated with the weakest amplification
by the a-effect; the latter situation leads to possible excursions (field decay), whereas the
former one to 'stable’ periods with a strong magnetic field. In such a case, we obtain

JoE,

= =2&0k (1 + cos wt)

Em
1+ AE2’

Em
1+ AE%’

— 22 [17 (1 + AE%) + 1o — o cos(d)t)} (60)

where we have inserted I' = 1. A selected solution of the latter equation is shown on
Figure 1, where indeed regular short-lived excursions are manifested in the evolution of
the magnetic energy, i.e., short periods with a suppressed magnetic field.

" /A\\/\ W\
il \\\ \(

0 250 750 t [1 /Ii il

0

Figure 1. Evolution of the magnetic energy in non-stationary turbulence according to Equation (60),
when non-stationary force correlations (f;(x,t) f;(x, 1)) ~ 1+ sin(@t) are defined by a single-mode
time dependence with the frequency @ = 0.0001; the remaining parameters are 7 = 0.001, 7 = 0.1,
a=1A=1,k=1.The plot is shown in diffusive time units 1/ K217 =103,

More generally, accounting for the possibility of a more complex time dependence of
the force correlations with more than one slow @-mode, the magnetic energy evolution
equation can be rewritten in the form
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aEm - ~ Em
W :20(01( 1+;Tn COS(wnt+lpn) m
— 2| (1+ AER,) + o + 7o Y Tn cos(@ut + i) _Em__ (61)
" ~ 1+ AEZ

Selected solutions are shown in Figure 2 for the cases of two and three @-modes.
Especially in the latter case, it is evident that longer periods of relative stability of the
magnetic energy are separated by much shorter excursions.

40| f\ VA ML A 40 ¢ N o f
A N “‘H‘ “‘\ N \(‘\““ \‘\ N ‘\\ ( /\f ‘\/\[J
o \c'\e’\/\v‘;‘/\(\/\‘/\//\ VL = | VIV \/\/\/\’\v\ Y
201 \ V| ‘\ \/ VAT 20‘ v“\\ P
I \ \ [ o o000 || | \/ ‘ \" \( ||
=2 primegip e |
0 \J || 1| Ti=06,Ty=0. \J ) 0 ) 3 ) )
0 250 500 750 t[1/x"n] 0 250 500 750  t[1/kn)
(a) (b)

Figure 2. Evolution of the magnetic energy in non-stationary turbulence according to Equation (61)
with ¢, = 0, ¢, = 71, when non-stationary force correlations (f;(x, t) fi(x/, t)) are defined by a two-
mode time dependence with the frequencies @; = 0.0001 and @, = 0.000085 (a) and a three-mode
time dependence with @; = 0.0001, @, = 0.000085 and w3 = 0.00007 (b); the remaining parameters
aren =0.001,7=01,a =1, A=1«=1.The plot is shown in diffusive time units 1/K211 =10°.

6. Discussion of Relevance of the Results to the Problem of Geomagnetic Excursions

The presented toy model is obviously a great simplification. Firstly, it considers force-
free modes, but it also relies on derivations obtained under restrictive assumptions of
statistic homogeneity and isotropy. The toy model, however, is only used to visualise the
studied effect of non-stationarity of the turbulent coefficients & and 7, which is generic and
independent of the simplifying assumptions.

It needs to be stressed that in the presented analysis, the large-scale EMF is calculated
with the use of fluctuational equations, but then we concentrate on the evolution of the
large-scale field, leaving the dynamics of the small-scale component of the magnetic field
unexplored. It follows that temporal enhancement of turbulent magnetic diffusivity does
not need to suppress the small-scale dynamo, which in reality is actually rather expected to
be vividly operating on much shorter timescales, largely independently of the large-scale
process. Furthermore, as stated above, the problem is greatly simplified from the start
by the assumption of isotropy and neglection of the strongly anisotropic effect of the
background rotation and density stratification. At first, a rough estimate of the anisotropy
leads to a separation between horizontal and vertical turbulent & and 7 coefficients. It is
also known that in the weak seed field limit (linear stage of growth of the mean magnetic
field) the mean induction equation with anisotropic &;; = &;6;; + (& — Ech)(5,3(5j3 and 7;; =
7indij + (7o — 71n)di36j3 (say rotation is along the z-axis) separates the evolution of even and
odd modes, thus dipolar parity evolves independently with the quadrupolar one. Moreover,
one should bear in mind that the reality is even more complex—not only non-stationary
but also inhomogeneous, leading to spatially dependent turbulent coefficients, which
further differentiates the evolution of different spatial modes. Summarising, the small-scale
dynamo is by no means excluded during the periods of enhanced turbulent diffusion,
and the simple isotropic, homogeneous model obviously does not grasp the complexity
of the strongly anisotropic Earth’s core turbulence and the mean-field evolution; and it
is the anisotropy and inhomogeneity (rotation, stratification, buoyancy, inhomogeneous
wave interactions, etc.) that lead to significant differences in the evolution of the mean
dipolar and quadrupolar fields. Although theoretical models, including non-stationarity,
inhomogeneity and anisotropy, may be too cumbersome to investigate, it could be of
interest to utilise DNS to study the long time evolution of turbulent coefficients in spherical,
rapidly rotating shells and its dynamical connection to magnetic excursions.
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Furthermore, there is a number of other important models, which identify and study
other effects as underlying mechanisms of the geomagnetic reversals/excursions and
present a more general approach to the problem. The dynamics of reversals has been
modelled with sets of nonlinear ODE'’s involving supercritical bifurcations and describing
the evolution of field modes with different parities, e.g., by [30] or [31]. Later, ref. [32]
attempted to grasp the main features of evolution of the planetary field by ODE models
with a stochastic noise. A saddle-node-bifurcation model capturing the dynamical features
of the geomagnetic field evolution and those of the field obtained in the VKS experiment
(cf. [33]) was developed by [34]. A group of nonlinear, one-dimensional evolutional models,
which also reported Earth-like features were represented by [35-37]. In short, the described
models point to nonlinearities causing chaotic behaviour of the system as the mechanism
of generation of reversals/excursions in the system evolution. Of course this does not
exclude non-stationarity of the mean-field coefficients as a trigger of the excursion events.

7. Conclusions

Although obviously no decisive conclusion about predictions of geomagnetic excur-
sions can be made from the presented analysis, the paper points to the non-stationarity
of the turbulent transport coefficients & and 7, which are likely to slowly evolve in time
due to the non-stationarity of the entire background turbulence in the core. Their evolu-
tion was shown to be out of phase, implying the existence of periods of enhanced and
suppressed turbulent dynamo process, which may correlate or not with periods of en-
hanced/suppressed diffusion. In particular, enhancement of the a-effect may coincide
with suppression of diffusion (stable field) and vice versa, enhancement of diffusion may
coincide with suppression of the dynamo effect (field decay). It would be instructive to
study such temporal characteristics of the turbulent diffusivity and the a-effect in numeri-
cal simulations, in particular the correlations between the value of the ratio 77/& and the
occurrences of excursions.

The magnetic diffusion in the Earth’s core is thought tobe 7 = 2m?/s (cf. e.g., [38]),
which implies the magnetic diffusion time of about 10* years. The non-stationary tur-
bulence can, however, enhance the effective magnetic diffusion of the large-scale dipole
to make it a few times larger, which decreases the magnetic diffusion time to a value of
a few thousand years, which is in line with the realistic time scales of the geomagnetic
excursions/reversals. As shown, in a non-stationary turbulence, such an enhancement of
diffusion can be correlated with simultaneous suppression of the a-effect, in which case it
is likely to result in a sharp drop of the geomagnetic field intensity, i.e., the excursion. With
such a picture, the geomagnetic excursions are manifestations of the chaotic core turbu-
lence and their occurrences are also bound to be chaotic, and no characteristic, significant
alterations in the core large-scale flow are expected during excursions, in accordance with
results of numerical simulations [16-18]. Perhaps with the development of the available
computational abilities and power, in the future, it may become possible to numerically
study the Earth-like parameter regime and construct reliable fits to the geomagnetic data
in order to provide estimates of the turbulent magnetic diffusivity and the a-effect, which
could then be monitored since a drop in the value of the ratio & /7 for the outer core could
indicate a higher possibility for a geomagnetic excursion.
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Appendix A
The integrals that appear in Equation (22) take the form

k°h 2,k k6h ~2 2 214
11<"‘>:8£/dk/dw (wz 1§ /dk/d (@ + " k) (A1)
3 _wz 12k4)” + 4w2y2k4

a /dk /d k4h k) (w? — @ — n2k*) (A2)
w2 — 2k 4 A2kt
k4 k . k4 2 k ~2 2 2k4
('7) dk/d ( 2’ )’ Iz(’i)zsj dk/da) e(a)/ )((U +2(U +7 ) , (A3)
]’y | w? — @2 — 2k4)? + dw2y2k

2 ~2 _ 214
/dk/d Ke ( — @ k) (Ad)
— 2K + 4wk

Appendix B

Here we present the explicit calculation of the large-scale EMF (30) given in Section 4.
By the use of (15) and (28) we write down

el]’k<ﬁj(Q)Bk (q') > —1k/,<”7>€ljk,ml% <J2]f1£>

1 KkKK. 9 < Ve / 2
TV o <f I >
1 kkkka <

+ (B B €lik
BB, ’7%%7747%, k2

e B 1 —(5)

+ (B),.(B),€1jk

foft)

KBl [ 1 o), (- (B)?a(U)] 2
R AT YRR 0xp {Fifs)
ulBla [ 1 p 2D, (e (B O] o
T vy, P ox, | 9292y, ox, | VP
gy AU
+ i€y (B), dx, ’Y’Y’Y’Z<f]fp> (A5)

where, again, higher-order terms in the gradients G and G have been neglected. We assume
the force correlation tensor in the following isotropic and homogeneous form

< Fillk, w) (K, w’)> - [FO (w, @', k) Pyj(K) + iFy (w, &', k) eijkkk] S(k+K). (A6)

After the change of variables w — w — k - (U), we return to the real space to obtain
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ik / d4qei(k~x7wt) / d4q/ei(k/.x7w/t) <ﬁj(“)r k)gk (w// k/) >

/d4q/dw’ —i(w+w')t knkl A

VuYu Yy
1
—e & /dw’ Silwre)t = pp (K
I]k / I 71¢7£¢'Y117 0 ]p( )
a : / 1 knkrkik
B B 75 ; /d4 /d !/ 71(w+w) ik SF
+ < >n< >r ax] el]k. q we ,)/u,)/{dz,y/Z k2 0

9(B) . 1 knkrkiks
+ (B), (B sel-k/d4 /dw'e wtat F
< >n< >r ax ] 5] 7%7;/)/’77;7 k2

- knkikiks 9(U), | knkikrk a(u)
/d4q/dw’ i(w+w') k2n o s/ = s 4 fon /27 /z; (B),(B),, = k|p
YuYu Ty k YuYi Ty 1
o il knkikiks o(U kykyk:k o(u
YuYuYy 9%k YuYiYuYy X
~ B a / g [ daferilond) . (A7)
X YuYuif
Next, using the following formulae
kf 2 S kik i ki
/If<cos Q)dQ =0, / f(cos8)d2 =0, (A8a)

/ %f (COSZ 9) 0 = ”,/,11 F(X?) {% (1 - XZ) + 0303 (3X2 —~ 1) }dX, (A8b)

kik Knkn
[ ~w

7T
vy ((5ij5m3(5n3 + 0im9;30n3 + 0indj30m3 + 6jmdi30n3

f(cos2 e)dé = g(fsi]-zsm + il + Ji,,(s]-m) /j 1 £(xX?) (1 - X2)2dx

1
+0j10i30m3 + 5mn5i35j3) /71 f(x?%) (5X4 —6X2+ 1)dX
i ! 2 4 2
+ 638603003 L X ) (35%* - 30X +3)dX, (A8c)

where () denotes the solid angle and the spherical coordinates (k, 8, ¢) have been used
(with a substitution X = cos 0) one obtains

€ljk/ gellkx—wh) /d4 ik x— ‘”)<ﬁj(w,k)l§k(w’,k’)>
=i (v, (B)) B) — [T (v, (B)) + (B)'Ts (v, (B)) | [V x (BY)
~ I (V, 7 <B>2) [v B>]

1
+{Ze(vn, (BY) + Zs (v, (B)) (BY — Ts (v, (B)?) } [(V (L))" - (B)],
(v, (372) (3 B <v<1<31;2> (B)
—{Zs (v, (B)?) (BY = Zs (v, (B)?) (¥ x (U) x (B)], (A9)
w1th
7 (v, —47T/dk/ dX/dw/dw’ it KR (@, @ K) (A10a)

Yu r)/ur)/;y
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2
T (v, (B)?) = [ dk / dX [ dw [ da'eiwt) 0+ X (A10b)
r)/ll'yu,)/;y
4
7 (v, (B)?) = /dk/ dX/dw/dcu’ eiwrey KR 4 1 1 4, (A10¢)
’Yu'Yu’Yq ’)/u’)/q 'Yu')’?]
4
Zi(vy, (B)?) = /dk/ dX/dw/dw’ siwrey KR ) 1 1 o, (A10d)
7“’)@1717 'Yu’)/;y 'YM’)/U
15(1/ 7, (B —Zn/dk/ dX/dw/dw’ it KXE b (A10e)
,Yu’)/u’)/q
_ K*F 1 1
(V 77/ 2 - /dk/ dX/dw/dw/ e 711'%;)';/7 (%_’_%)g(s(X), (4100
_ ny Kk*F 1 1
(1/ n,(B)") = n/dk/ dX/dw/dw’ i{wtw )tm(% +%>g7(X), (A10g)
6 yv4
Ts (v, (B)? —2n/dk/ dX/dw/dw’ eitwrwy KX LI (A10h)
’Y”’Yu’)/q r)/u’)/r] ryur)/ry
where
g3(x) = —13X* +10X% -1, (Alla)
g4(X) = 9Xx* —10X2 +1, (A11b)
g6(X) = X2 (1 - X2>, (Allc)
g7(X) = X2 <5X2 - 3). (A11d)

The mean velocity gradients within the considered model correspond to effects such as
the cross-helicity dynamo or the shear-current effect [19-21], but for clarity, we will exclude
them here. Hence, we now set (U) = 0 and concentrate only on the a-effect and the effects
of turbulent diffusion. For simplicity, we will also consider the case when V(B )2 x (B) is
negligible, hence the mean EMF is reduced to

€1jk/d4qei(k'x7w) /d4‘1/ei(k,'x7w,t)<ﬁj(wr k)b (', k/)> =1, (V/ 1, <B>2)<B>1
—|Z2(v.n,(BY?) + (BYTa (v, (B)) | [V x (B)); (A12)

Appendix C

The calculation of the explicit relations between the coefficients &s;, st and &aq), Taw
is presented here. The integrals (A10a)—(A10c) take the following form

(v (B)?) = " (v, (B)7)

1 KX2F, (w2 k
—iZnF/dk/ dX/dw;(w)W(w;dJ,v,q), (A13a)
-1 u

(v, (8)°) = " (v, (8)?)

2
—lfr/dk/ dX/d "1+ X7) fo( ) (s, vm),  (A13b)
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(v, (8)) = 7 (v, (B)?)

1 k4 2,k
—ifr/dk/ dX/dca'Foz(w)<—13X4+10X2 —1)W(w@,v, )
4 -1 Y'Yy

. 1 . k4 2 k -
fizl’/dk/ dx/dwfo(‘”’)(mx‘*ﬂon1)W(w;a;,u,;7), (A130)
4 -1 Yu
where

eid)t e—id')t
W(w;@,v,n) = — — — — —, Al4da
) = e o m(w—a)  mwtamwta) A

o ol o it
W(w;@,v,1) = (A14b)

V(—w—0) VY (~w-@) P(-w+@)(-w+ad)

and I3(St) (1/, 1, <B)2> is given in (33c). To make analytical progress, we now consider the
following asymptotic limit

Ve @ < VK, gk, Pm.#*(k) <1, Pm= % <1, (A15)
where we have defined
M3 (k) = (B)” (A16)
vik?’

so that
Yu(—w — @)y (—w — @)

— {vk2 + szi(k- (B))’ +i(—w — @)

(k- (B)” 1] } (77k2 —i(-w - cb))

|“Y'7|2 |’y;7|2
= vnk* — (W + @)% + (k- (B))? +i(w + @) (v + 1)k?
~ vkt — w? + (k- (B))? +iw(v+ 1)k + @ [i(v +)k? — Zw}, (A17)
1 . 1 _wi(v+17)k2—2w' (A18)

Yu(—w = @)1y (—w — @) Yu(—w)ry(—w) T i(—w)r(-w)
On introducing the following new variable
w = 1k, (A19)

we obtain

(60 Py ) =+ [k (2 47 — 200 (BY?] + (v + (ic- (B))?)

2
— 2 2k8 {w4 + @[ (Pm+Pm 1) —2.4°X%| + (1+.42%?) } (A20)
and hence with the use of
<7k 20,0 = | 2Op(k) + 120 ;| 6(k + K)A L @,T) (A21)
fl< 'w>f]( /w) |73 l]( ) 1k5€l]k k ( ) (w'w’w’ ’
where Dy, D and I are constants, one obtains

T (1/,17, <B>2) = Rt + &L sin(@t) — &p, [ cos(@t) (A22a)
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i (1/, 7 <B>2) = st + Mo T sin(@t) — 71 awl cos(@t), (A22b)

(B)*Z3 (1/, 1, <B>2> = —ffost — Mgl SIN(@t) + 7o p T cos(@t), (A22¢)

where

471[)l X2
Ryt = / / X / ® .
-1 @* + @?[(Pm + Pm~1) — 2.7 X?] + (1 + .#?X?)

1 2
Dy [ dk / dx / de X - (A23)
LAVET A S @2(Pm~—1 —2.42X2) + (1 + .#2X?)

Q

472
3 :—47rw/dk/ dX/d KXET (w k) {20 + P [u(v — )kt — 262 (B)*X?]
vl |*

—(v+ )kt [kt + 2(B)° X }
471?D1w / / do X2[Pm (1 + .47X?) + 20> 4% X?]
3/2 2
2(Pm—1 = 2.°X2) + (1 + .42 X?) }

, (A24)

s /dk/ dX/d g3|7 Ifi((r k)( — vkt — K(B)2X?)
nDO 3/2/ / dX/d (13X* —10X2 + 1) (1 + .#*X?) S

2(Pm—1 — 2.42X2) + (1 + .42X2) }

k4]-'
T (B [ dk / dX [ de 0 Frow? ) o x) (202 + (v + )k
KBw2 Fy (w?, k
+21(v+n)(v+3n)@ /dk/ dX/d | -7|'"o‘ )83(X)
Yu
KBw? Fo (w?, k
+27r(v 711 /dk/ dX/d Tolw )ga(X) {2(V+’7)’7k4
|'Yu‘ ‘ ’7|
+k2<B>2X2}
13X* —10X2 +1
37(D0;u/2 / / dX/da) (13 0X* +1) i
2(vn)”""Pm 2(pm1 — 2///2X2)+(1+///2X2)2}
2 P 2x2
2nD05(72 / / dX/ch )‘D (b~ 47°X) 3 (A26)
(vi)”"“Pm —2.4°X) + (1+.4°X2)*}

The above integrals can be evaluated in the asymptotic limit (A15) in a straightforward
manner, leading to

K dk
st B)VPm [ %5 12(B)v/Pmikmin

min

D_‘Aw T K- dk T

kmin k*

(A27a)

22

_ dk
7751% 41/ fkmm k6 ~ 28Vk12nln (A27b)
ﬁAaJ 30 fk dk 150

min k
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where K denotes the short-wavelength dissipative cut-off of the Fourier spectrum and we
have assumed k; < K. The induction equation can be cast in the following form

J(B
% =V X (&ns(B)) = V x (7nsV x (B)), (A28)
with
Bps = Agt + &g I sin(@t) — @, T cos(@t), (A29a)
fins = 1 + Tjst + 75t ] sin(@t) — 7jp, I cos(wt). (A29b)

The Equations (A29a) and (A29b) can be easily rearranged into

_ _ &str . ~
Rps = Kot + cos g sin(@t — ¢n), (A30a)
s = 11+ 7t + 1L sin (@t — ¢y) (A30b)
Hns = 1 T Yst cos (Pﬂ 4)17 ’
where x 7
Aw Aw
tan ¢, e tan ¢, Pot (A31)
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