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1. Did the study

address a clearly

focused issue?

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

2. Was the cohort

recruited in an

acceptable way?

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

3. Was the

exposure

accurately

measured to

minimize bias?

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

4. Was the

outcome

accurately

measured to

minimize bias?

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

5. (a) Have the

authors identified

all important

confounding

factors?

No No No No Can’t tell Yes Yes 

5. (b) Have they

taken account of

the confounding

factors in the

design and/or

analysis?

Yes No No No No Yes No 

6. (a) Was the

follow up of

subjects complete

enough?

Yes NA NA NA Yes Yes NA 



6. (b) Was the 

follow up of 

subjects long 

enough? 

Can’t tell NA NA NA Can’t tell Can’t tell NA 

7. What are the 

results of this 

study? 

3D palatal 

landmarks 

could be used 

for human 

identification 

as they are not 

influenced by 

time as well as 

orthodontic 

treatment 

The 3D 

digital palatal 

model could 

serve as a 

reliable tool 

for human 

identification 

3D data 

containing only 

palatal height, 

width, and 

depth without 

surface 

morphology 

could assist with 

human 

identification 

Monozygotic 

twin siblings are 

highly 

distinguishable 

from one 

another and may 

represent 

individuality for 

the entire human 

community 

Palatal fold 

pairs do not 

differ at 

different time 

points and are 

highly 

individual-

specific 

The anterior 

area of the 

palate is a good 

candidate for 

identification 

owing to its 

inclusion in 

antemortem 

scans and good 

reproducibility 

3D deviations 

between 

replicate scans 

of the same 

individual were 

much lesser 

than between-

sibling values. 

8. How precise 

are the results? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

9. Do you believe 

the results? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

10. Can the 

results be applied 

to the local 

population? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

11. Do the results 

of this study fit 

with other 

available 

evidence? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

12. What are the 

implications of 

this study for 

practice? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 


