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Abstract: Microstructural evolution during hot forming of aluminium alloys plays a critical role in
both the material flow behaviour during the deformation and the post-form mechanical properties
in service. This paper presents a comprehensive review on the recrystallisation mechanisms,
the interrelations between microstructures and macroscopic responses, and the associated modelling
methods for aluminium alloys under hot forming conditions. Particular attention is focused on
dynamic recrystallisation (DRX), which occurs during hot forming. The mechanisms, key features,
and conditions of occurrence (forming temperature, strain rates, etc.) during hot forming for each type
of DRX type are classified. The relationships between microstructures and macroscopic responses,
including the flow behaviour, the post-form strength and ductility, are summarised based on existing
experimental results. Most importantly, the associated modelling work, describing the recrystallisation
and the viscoplastic behaviour under hot forming conditions, is grouped into four types, to enable a
clear and concise understanding of the existing quantitative micro–macro interactions, which are
particularly valuable for the future development of advanced physically based multi-scale modelling
work for hot-forming processes in aluminium alloys.

Keywords: hot forming; recrystallisation; viscoplasticity; mechanical property; modelling;
aluminium alloy

1. Introduction

Aluminium (Al) and its alloys are in the first rank of nonferrous materials for automotive,
aerospace and marine applications thanks to their high specific strength, corrosion resistance and good
thermal and electrical conductivity [1,2]. Hot deformation processes, such as hot rolling, hot extrusion,
hot stamping and creep age forming, are commonly applied for forming Al components [3–6]. During
these operations, microstructural processes of recrystallisation and grain growth, accompanied by
dislocation accumulation and recovery [7] may occur and affect the formability. Furthermore, the final
microstructures in a formed part, which may vary according to the location of the part, determine the
post-forming mechanical properties, including strength, ductility and fatigue life [8,9]. Therefore, a deep
understanding of the underlying microstructural evolution, the relationships between microscopic and
macroscopic behaviour and the macroscopic responses of interest during hot deformation are vitally
important for optimising the forming windows to achieve components with the desired geometries
and in-service properties.

During hot forming, processes of dislocation evolution, dynamic recrystallisation (DRX) and
grain growth [10] may occur, accompanied by evolutions in grain microstructure (boundary area
and misorientation). These evolving microstructures determine the material flow behaviour. At low
temperatures, dislocation generation and recovery affects the hardening and softening behaviour
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seen on stress-strain curves; this behaviour is well understood and follows the established plasticity
theory. Under hot-forming conditions, where the deformation temperature is higher than 0.3× the
absolute melting temperature, Tm, other effects come into play. Recrystallisation is triggered by
the dynamic recovery of dislocations, leading to significant changes in the microstructures. These
include consumption of the dislocations and formation of low-angle grain boundaries (LAGB),
and high-angle grain boundaries (HAGB). Although significant research has been performed to
understand the detailed evolution of microstructures during recrystallisation, this has focused only on
specific materials under selective forming conditions, where one recrystallisation type is triggered.
Three types of dynamic recrystallisation may occur for aluminium alloys, depending on the hot
forming conditions, i.e., discontinuous, continuous and geometric dynamic recrystallisation (DDRX,
CDRX, GDRX) [11,12], although CDRX is considered to be the most common type [13]. However,
the microstructural evolutions, especially the conditions of occurrence for each recrystallisation type,
are not fully understood. Additionally, a good overview of the microstructural changes in the presence
of recrystallisation is still lacking. Furthermore, the effect of recrystallisation on post-forming grain
sizes, which contribute to the strength, ductility and fatigue life, has not been reviewed, especially in
the commercial aluminium alloys [14]. Although the Hall-Petch law [15] has been widely applied to
describe the effect of grain size on the strength in Al alloys, the experimental results that demonstrate
agreement with Hall-Petch are usually restricted within a selected range of either coarse or fine
grain size.

Material modelling techniques to determine optimum hot deformation temperatures and strain
rates have been developed since the 1900s. The earliest models to be proposed were empirical models
relating to processing parameters and mechanical behaviour. However, the demonstrable dependence
of macroscopic properties on microstructures indicates the importance of interpreting the mechanical
properties from a microstructural viewpoint and of modelling the temporal evolution of microscopic
features, among which dislocation density and grain size are the most important. Estrin et al. proposed
a dislocation-based modelling method in 1998 to describe the dislocation evolution and flow stress
response resulting from dislocation accumulation and recovery during deformation [16]. This model
has subsequently been extended to consider the effects of recrystallisation [17] and grain size on
viscoplastic behaviour [18]. Lin et al. presented a physically based modelling framework in 2005, which
provided a feasible path to model the evolution of microstructures and micro–macro interactions [19,20].
Based on the guidance from this framework, scientists are able to select the critical microscopic state
variables for specific research areas, for example, the subgrain rotation rate for recrystallisation
analysis, and the nucleation rate of grain boundary cavities for damage analysis during deformation.
However, all the abovementioned viscoplastic models are scattered in different literature and no
effective classifications and summaries are yet available to systematise the modelling logic and support
the future development of better viscoplastic models. A clear and systematic overview of existing
models and the principles on which they are based is necessary so that these can be applied in an
informed way to the prediction and control of Al alloy microstructural and mechanical behaviour
during hot deformation.

Previous reviews have been carried out, focusing on specific aspects of recrystallisation.
For example, dynamic recrystallisation and annealing behaviour after dynamic recrystallization
was reviewed by Sakai et al. [21] in 2014 but GDRX was not covered. Huang and Loge [13] reviewed the
basic recrystallisation mechanisms of metals in 2016; this review focused specifically on microstructures,
without considering the resulting mechanical response. Although it included modelling methods,
they were only briefly described without a detailed review. Additionally, their review focused on a wide
range of metallic materials, without a specific consideration of Al alloys. The present review differs
from the abovementioned work by comprehensively covering the microstructural features, quantitative
microstructual evolutions, micro–macro relations and current physically- and non-physically-based
constitutive models of aluminium alloys, which are the light alloys of the greatest industrial interest,
especially for transportation industries.
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The main objective of this paper is to review the microstructural evolution during hot deformation
in Al alloys and its role in determining the viscoplastic behaviour and post-forming properties,
particularly in the case where dynamic recrystallisation occurs. The mechanisms and occurrence
conditions of the three types of recrystallisation and of grain growth are separately described.
The evolution of microstructural variables with strain, and the mechanical responses including strength,
ductility and fatigue resistance, are summarised for different ranges of grain size. Four modelling types,
describing the recrystallisation and the viscoplastic behaviour, are summarised. Final conclusions and
suggestions for further research are given.

2. Recrystallisation and Grain Growth under Hot Forming Conditions

2.1. Dynamic Recrystallisation Mechanisms and Conditions of Occurrence

During the hot forming of aluminium alloys, dynamic recrystallisation may occur, leading to
transformation of the original grains into new ones by consumption of the strain-hardened matrix and
reduction of the stored energy associated with dislocations and subgrain boundaries [13,22,23].

The dynamic recrystallisation of metallic materials is classified into three types: discontinuous
(DDRX), continuous (CDRX) and geometric (GDRX). DDRX usually occurs in highly pure Al
and contains distinguishable nucleation and growth stages [12,24–27]. Grain bulging, dislocation
rearrangement and boundary movement are the dominant mechanisms [28]. CDRX is the most
commonly occurring mechanism observed in aluminium alloys under hot forming conditions, having
been observed in alloys such as 7075 [21,29–31], 6082 [32,33], 7050 [34] and 5052 [35]. During this
process, dislocations are continuously generated and rearranged to form subgrains bounded by low
angle grain boundaries (LAGB, with misorientation of 2–15◦). The whole microstructural evolution
subsequently causes the creation of new grains surrounded by high angle grain boundaries (HAGB,
with misorientation over 15◦) [36]. GDRX usually occurs when grains are highly elongated, mainly due
to large deformations. The applied strain is usually large enough that the original grains are thinned
by grain migration to the extent that their width is near subgrain size, and original grain boundaries
can connect, breaking up the elongated grains [11,37].

Figure 1 presents a schematic illustration of the DDRX mechanism and an experimental example.
Dislocations introduced by plastic deformation can glide and climb to form cell structures (subgrains)
by dynamic recovery, as shown from images (1) to (2) in Figure 1a. These dislocation motions, as well
as grain boundary sliding, can further promote boundary migration as a dominant and subgrain
rotation as a secondary process. These migration and rotation processes trigger the nucleation of new
grains; bulges containing no or few dislocations develop by migration of boundaries from the side
with the lower dislocation density to the side with the higher density. These bulges are surrounded
by accumulated dislocations, which form into subgrain boundaries. As the LAGB migrates and
subgrains rotate, the bulges finally separate from the original grains to generate nuclei, creating a
“necklace structure” in the early stages of DDRX, as illustrated in image (3) of Figure 1a. Nuclei form
preferentially on or near grain boundaries (GB) and fine precipitates, which are high-energy sites that
pin the movement of dislocations. In the later stages of deformation (i.e., growth stages) as shown in
images (4) to (5) of Figure 1a, the nuclei grow continuously by the outward migration of boundaries,
consuming the newly introduced dislocations until the original grains are completely replaced by finer
recrystallised grains.

DDRX is usually observed in hot deformation of high-purity Al (99.999 wt%+) [12,24–27];
an example is shown in Figure 1b. It is rarely reported in low-purity Al, although DDRX phenomena
have occasionally been observed in Al alloys such as 7050 and 7055 [34,38–40]. The occurrence of DDRX
is attributed to the ability of extremely mobile GB to facilitate the nucleation and growth processes
described above thanks to the lack of Zener drag.

Unlike for DDRX, the essence of CDRX is the continuous formation and rotation of subgrains
created by dislocations, directly changing the orientation of subgrains and forming new grains [32,33,41].
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As illustrated in Figure 2a, CDRX can be expressed in terms of cell structure formation in images
(1) and (2), subgrain rotation (image 3), and conversion of grain boundaries from LAGB to HAGB
(image 4), resulting in the final recrystallised grain microstructure seen in image (5). Subgrain rotation
can increase the misorientation between adjacent subgrains such that their boundaries are classified
as HAGB rather than LAGB. [29,31,35,42]. However, depending on the direction of the rotation of
adjacent subgrains, such rotations could instead also result in subgrains with very similar orientations,
which would then merge and be considered as a single grain. This phenomenon is annotated as
“subgrain coalescence” in image (4) to (5) of Figure 2a [43,44]. CDRX usually begins along GB due to
their high stored energy, especially where microshear bands form under a large localised strain [13].
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Figure 1. Development of new grains during DDRX: (a) schematic illustration, (b) experimental
observation of as-annealed pure Al (99.999%) compressed at 350 ◦C and 1.11 × 10−2 s−1 (Reproduced
with permission from Elsevier [24]).

CDRX is the most common recrystallisation mechanism for both commercially pure Al and Al
alloys under hot forming conditions. An example of this is given in Figure 2b, in which the numbers
of the images correspond to the schematics in Figure 2a. CDRX is usually observed during tension,
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compression and torsion testing up to 0.7 Tm, (where Tm is the melting temperature) and has been seen
under different strain rates from 0.0005 to 10 s−1 [32,33,35,45–47]. CDRX has also been shown to exist,
according to observations such as (i) a continuous increase in boundary misorientation with strain and
(ii) recrystallised grains of smaller size than the original grains, in severe plastic deformation (SPD)
processes, such as equal channel angular pressing (ECAP) [48,49], high pressure torsion (HPT) [50]
and accumulative roll bonding (ARB) [14].
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Figure 3 gives a schematic illustration of GDRX, in which the HAGB of original grains migrate
and become serrated at junction points near LAGB and dislocation structures [51–53]. Encountering
large strains, the original grains are continuously elongated until the transverse thickness decreases to
around twice the typical subgrain size as illustrated in image (2) of Figure 3a. Subsequently, grains
continue to be compressed, and the serrations on opposite sides meet each other, resulting in the
fragmentation of old grains (pinch-off) and the generation of new grains as shown in image (3) of
Figure 3a. During GDRX, the newly formed subgrains remain equiaxed and of constant size [54,55].
Observations of GDRX have been reported in Al alloys, especially during severe deformation processes;
an example is given in Figure 3b [11,23,37,44,51,55–58]. However, GDRX has been neglected and is
considered as a subtype of CDRX in most SPD-related literature [59].
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Figure 3. Development of new grains during GDRX: (a) schematic illustration, (b) experimental
observation of as-annealed Al–3Mg–0.2Cr–0.2Fe alloy compressed at 350 ◦C and 0.1 s−1 (Reproduced
with permission from Elsevier [55]).

The GDRX theory is still controversial and this type of dynamic recrystallisation is sometimes
interpreted as CDRX since both feature a continuous increase in the area of HAGB and an absence
of nuclei [56]. The key difference between CDRX and GDRX, however, is the evolution of the LAGB
misorientations. During GDRX, these firstly increase and then plateau at a steady value, whereas
during CDRX they continuously increase until they reach the threshold value at which the boundaries
are considered to be HAGB [58,60]. The key difference between DDRX and GDRX is the shape of
the original grains. Elongated original grains exist in GDRX, while the original grains remain in a
relatively equiaxed shape in DDRX.

Figure 4 gives a compilation of dominant recrystallisation types under different conditions of forming
temperature and strain rate. For as-fabricated Al alloys, CDRX and GDRX were reported, as summerised
in Figure 4a. GDRX is more likely to occur during torsion processes with high temperature (>400 ◦C) and
CDRX is more active from 300–400 ◦C, as indicated by the solid line. For quenched and naturally aged Al
alloys, DDRX, CDRX and GDRX have all been observed, as shown in Figure 4b. GDRX is favourable at
relatively high temperatures (>475 ◦C) for AA6082 and may also occur as a secondary mechanism, in
conjunction with CDRX as the main mechanism, at 350–475 ◦C with strain rate above 0.001 s−1. CDRX
is dominant for most of the hot forming conditions at

.
ε ≥ 10−3 s−1, while a transition from CDRX to

DDRX was reported when strain rates decreased below 10−3 s−1. DDRX is dominant at 350–450 ◦C with
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low strain rates of 5 × 10−4 s−1. The boundary between CDRX and DDRX is still controversial, with
some other research suggesting that decreasing temperature and increasing strain rate cause DDRX to
prevail [39,61]. For aluminium alloys in as-homogenised and T6 conditions, Figure 4c, CDRX is the most
active mechanism for all hot forming conditions. It should be noted that all the literature considered one
or two dominant DRX types throughout the whole deformation process, hence an assumption is made
here that strain level only affects the recrystallised fraction but not the DRX type.

Figure 4. A summary of recrystallisation types under different thermomechanical conditions for
(a) as-fabricated [35,37,53], (b) quenched and naturally aged [11,34,44,60], (c) as-homogenised 7xxx and
T6-6xxx alloys [29,32,33]. Note: solid symbols represent torsion tests, while hollow and cross symbols
represent compression tests. C, D and G represent CDRX, DDRX and GDRX respectively.
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The fundamental principles governing which recrystallisation type dominates are complex.
In highly pure Al, DDRX is preferred, whereas in Al alloys, which are high stacking fault energy
(SFE) materials, CDRX is preferred because of the active dislocation recovery. In addition, GDRX is
believed to occur due to extreme grain elongation during large deformation according to McQueen [51].
For example, during porthole extrusion, which separates the material into two parts and then welds
them, GDRX was observed as a secondary mechanism in addition to the main mechanism of CDRX along
the welding line where large monodirectional shear and compression are applied [62]. The different
influencing factors compete with each other and the final result is the occurrence of one or two main
recrystallisation mechanisms. The competing factors governing transformations among different
recrystallisation types are the time needed for LAGB to transform into HAGB (CDRX) and the time
necessary for original grain boundaries to migrate a sufficient distance for nucleation (DDRX) or
elongation (GDRX) [63].

2.2. Grain Growth Mechanism and Conditions of Occurrence

Grain growth occurs during the whole hot deformation process and can continue after completion
of recovery and recrystallisation to further reduce internal energy. The fundamental mechanism of
grain growth is migration of HAGB along the direction perpendicular to the tangent plane of the grain
boundary [64]. GB migration is a comprehensive result of various driving forces and drag forces.
The main driving force for GB migration is the reduction of boundary energy through reduction of
the boundary area. The capillarity effect also contributes to the migration. This mechanism plays an
important role in shaping the whole GB network and determining which grains are more likely to
be consumed by others [65]. Neglecting other factors, the capillarity effect will tend to make grain
boundary angles close to an ideal value of 120◦ [66]. In addition, GB tend to move towards grains with
a higher dislocation density and thus more stored energy. The difference in subgrain size on either side
of a GB also affects the GB migration. For the free surface of a metal sheet, the difference of surface
tension should be considered as well [67,68]. The main drag forces that hinder grain growth are solute
drag or Zener drag on GB from solute atoms, impurities and second-phase particles. The precipitation
of various nanometre-size intermetallics plays a crucial role in controlling the microstructural stability
of aluminium alloys [69].

Grain growth can be normal (continuous) or abnormal (discontinuous), corresponding to a
uniform or heterogeneous increase in grain size, as shown in Figure 5. The evidence of abnormal grain
growth is the sudden appearance of one or more extremely large grains surrounded by much smaller
grains, leading to two distinctly different grain populations: fine-grained matrix and coarse-grained
matrix. Localised destabilisation must occur to satisfy the conditions for abnormal growth. If there are
clusters of grains with nearly the same orientations, a large grain can form by the decomposition of
grain boundaries due to grain rotation. Abnormal grain growth can also take place in particle-depleted
regions in materials where grain growth is governed only by the pinning of GB by particles [69–71].

For most engineering problems, evolution of average grain size is the key parameter for
characterising normal grain growth. Figure 6 summarises the typical relationship of mean grain size
with time and temperature for various Al alloys during normal grain growth. The grain size-time
curves indicate that grains grow with time and the growth rate decreases continuously. Higher
temperatures favour faster grain growth. The grain size-temperature curves show an overall thermal
sensitivity of metal instability (grain growth). Al alloys tend to remain stable against grain growth
below a critical temperature and exhibit rapid grain growth above this value. Although many factors
including material composition [72], processing methods [73] and microstructures [74] can change
this critical temperature, Figure 6b is able to show a general domain in which alloys are likely to be
stable against grain growth. 5xxx series Al alloys have a relatively low critical temperature range of
150–200 ◦C. The critical temperature of 2xxx alloys is around 200 ◦C. Pure aluminium has a critical
temperature for grain growth from 200 to 250 ◦C. Al-Zr alloys become unstable when subjected to
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annealing over 250 ◦C. Al alloyed with Zn (7xxx) or Sc as additive elements have been shown to be
thermally stable even at high temperatures up to 400 ◦C.

Figure 5. Grain growth of aluminium alloys. (a) Schematic and (b) corresponding experimental
observation for normal grain growth. The experimental observation is of as-extruded AA7055 before
(left) and after (right) annealing at 520 ◦C for 90 min (Reproduced with permission from Springer
Nature [70]); (c) Schematic and (d) corresponding experimental observation for abnormal grain growth.
The experimental observation is of friction stir processed Al-7Si-0.6 Mg alloy (Reproduced with
permission from Elsevier [71]).

Figure 6. Grain size evolutions (a) with time for ECAP-processed Al0.1Sc alloy annealed at various
temperatures [74] and (b) with temperature for different Al alloys after 1h annealing [69,72–79].
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3. Macroscopic Response of Microstructures during and after Hot Forming

3.1. Effects of Microstructures on Viscoplastic Behaviour during Deformation

3.1.1. Microstructural Evolution during Hot Deformation

The dislocation density evolutions during hot deformation are shown schematically in Figure 7.
New dislocations are generated from existing ones by multiplication processes, and these new
dislocations then move to relieve localised stress during deformation [80–82]. Mobile dislocations give
rise to the inelastic stress flow and immobile dislocations play a hardening role in the viscoplastic
behaviour of aluminium alloys. When no recrystallisation occurs, the dislocation density increases
in the early stages of deformation, becoming saturated at the later stages due to recovery [83–85],
as shown in Figure 7a. Higher temperatures and lower strain rates facilitate thermally activated
recovery and hence reduce the density of dislocations. When recrystallisation occurs, work hardening,
recovery and recrystallisation compete to determine the evolution of the dislocation substructure [86].
The dislocation density first rises when work hardening and recovery prevail, then decreases to a steady
state value when recrystallisation becomes dominant, consuming dislocations by grain boundary
migration and subgrain rotation as shown in Figure 7b [87]. Higher temperatures and/or lower strain
rates promote both recrystallisation and recovery, hence reducing the dislocation density [88,89].

Figure 7. Schematic illustration of dislocation density evolution during deformation with (a) no
recrystallisation and (b) recrystallisation.

Figure 8 is a schematic illustration of the evolutions of (a) LAGB area and (b) HAGB area as a
function of strain. In Figure 8a, the area of LAGB initially increases continuously with increasing strain
because of the dynamic rearrangement of dislocations, then saturates at later stages of deformation due
to the replacement of LAGB by HAGB during recrystallisation [36]. Lower temperatures and higher
strain rates increase the rate of dislocation generation and reduce the rate of dislocation annihilation,
resulting in more LAGB [90]. Figure 8b is the corresponding schematic plot for the HAGB area.
The boundary area of a grain increases when it is transformed from an equiaxed (approximately
spherical) shape to one of elongated (approximately elliptical) shape during plastic deformation [91].
When dynamic recrystallisation occurs, the nucleation of grains in DDRX, continuous transformation
from LAGB to HAGB during CDRX and the grain pinch-off during GDRX cause further increases in
the area of HAGB. Higher temperatures and lower strain rates decrease the HAGB area by facilitating
grain growth (associated with a decrease in grain boundary area) over DRX and grain elongation.

Figure 9 illustrates the general evolution of LAGB and HAGB misorientations during the hot
deformation process. The average LAGB misorientation increases up to 2–3◦ at strains of ~1 during
work hardening and 3–8◦ during recrystallisation, as shown in Figure 9a [92–94]. For GDRX, the average
LAGB of 3–8◦ can be separated into two populations: about 1/3 of the LAGB finally reach 15◦ and
2/3 LAGB saturate at 5◦ as shown in Figure 9b [54,56,58]. The dependence of LAGB misorientation
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on temperature and strain rate is still not well understood, since the opposite effects on LAGB
misorientation evolution have also been observed [94]. The original HAGB misorientation stays
nearly constant without recrystallisation, as shown in Figure 9c. New HAGB can only form during
recrystallisation with continuous increase of misorientation. An incubation strain (about 1–2) was
observed within which some of the LAGB underwent a dramatic increase in misorientation to the extent
that they transformed into HAGB [21,35,59]. The effect of temperature on the average misorientation
is not the same in all Al alloys. For example, AA7475 shows an increasing average misorientation
with temperature while the inverse is true with AA2219 [21,48,95]. It is supposed that the GB
misorientation increases with the increasing temperature below a critical temperature but decreases
once the temperature exceeds this value.

Figure 8. Schematic illustration of changes in boundary area with strain: (a) LAGB area evolution
and (b) HAGB area evolution per unit volume, which have similar trends but different mechanisms
depending on whether or not recrystallisation occurs.

Figure 9. Schematic illustration of (a) LAGB misorientation evolution with or without DRX, (b) detailed
LAGB misorientation evolution in GDRX and (c) HAGB misorientation evolution with or without DRX.

Figure 10 illustrates the evolution of grain size with the increasing strain. Individual grains can
expand outward at the expense of the adjacent grains; those grains that become smaller during
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this process tend to disappear, resulting in an increase in grain size without recrystallisation.
By contrast, increasing the number of grains via recrystallisation gives a reduction in average
grain size. The competition of grain growth and recrystallisation determines the overall evolution of
grain size, as shown in Figure 10. A steady-state grain size is eventually achieved, which is higher for
higher temperatures and lower strain rates [96,97].

Figure 10. Schematic illustration of the evolution of grain size with strain.

3.1.2. Microstructural Evolution during Hot Deformation

Figure 11 schematically illustrates the viscoplastic behaviour with possible associated mechanisms.
The flow stress increases dramatically during the cold working process when the dislocation density
dramatically increases and interactions between dislocations reduce their mobility, as shown in curve
(1) of Figure 11. At elevated temperatures that are still below the recrystallisation temperature, the flow
stress increases monotonically until saturation due to active dynamic recovery, as shown in curve
(2) [98–100]. At a deformation temperature higher than the recrystallisation temperature, the flow
stress will fall after a peak value, then stabilise at a lower value, as shown in curves (3) and (4) in
Figure 11.

Figure 11. Schematic illustration of the flow stress behaviour with different mechanisms.

For recrystallisation in aluminium, two different kinds of stress-strain curves may be observed
according to the type of recrystallisation. During DDRX, the stress increases smoothly from point A to B
in curve (4) of Figure 11; during this segment, work-hardening dominates over the concurrent dynamic
recovery. The stress subsequently shows fluctuations around the peak as shown by the path from points
B to D, because of the competition of dislocation accumulation during work-hardening and annihilation
during recovery and nucleation [12,24,25,27]. From point B to C, recrystallisation takes place, softening
the material by reducing the dislocation density. From point C to D, the remaining dislocation density
is insufficient for further nucleation and growth of grains, hence dislocations accumulate, resulting in
an increase in the flow stress. Several such oscillations in flow stress may occur before a final decrease
towards a steady state. During CDRX or GDRX, the stress increases monotonically up to a peak value
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and then decreases into a steady state, as shown in curve (3) [29,31,33,42,44]. Higher temperatures
and lower strain rates accelerate the recovery, giving rise to lower stresses both at the peak and in the
steady state [98].

The relationship among microstructural variables, hot deformation conditions and viscoplastic
behaviour is schematically summarised in Figure 12. Dislocations are generated and move by slip giving rise
to plastic deformation; they are consumed by subgrain rotation and boundary migration. These subgrain
rotation and boundary migration processes are the fundamental mechanisms of recovery, recrystallisation,
and grain growth, which change the grain size and misorientation. Subgrain rotation causes an increase
in grain misorientation and a transformation from LAGB to HAGB, while boundary migration causes
a reduction in the area of LAGB and HAGB. The externally applied conditions (i.e., T, ε,

.
ε) affect the

viscoplastic behaviour by triggering the deformation mechanism and causing continuous evolution in
deformation-related microstructures (i.e., dislocation densities, grain size, HAGB, LAGB and misorientations).
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3.2. Effects of Microstructures on the Post-Forming Mechanical Properties

3.2.1. Tensile Properties

The dependence of yield strength on grain size for Al alloys satisfies the Hall-Petch law, i.e.,

σy = σ0 +
ky
√

d
, where σy indicates the yield strength, σ0 is the friction stress for dislocation movement,

d is the average grain size and ky is a strengthening coefficient related to parameters such as alloy content,
boundary misorientation and dislocation density [15,101]. Figure 13 summarises the relationship
between material yield strength and grain size for both pure Al and its alloys. All curves show good
linear correlations between σy and d−1/2. In some other metallic materials such as Cu and steels, it has
been found that the value of ky became negative below a grain size of ~10 nm. However, ky is always
positive for Al, i.e., the smaller the grain size, the higher the yield strength, according to the existing
experimental results. The Hall-Petch relationship in Al indicates that the sensitivity of the yield
strength to the grain size decreases with the increasing grain size. This means that in coarse-grained
materials such as cast Al, a change in the grain size will not give much change in yield strength.

Figure 14a,b shows the dependence of material elongation on grain size. Normalised uniform
elongation (elongation at the maximum load) is used for evaluating the ductility with different grain
sizes; this is obtained by dividing by the highest uniform elongation value measured for each material
type such that the resulting values fall between 0 and 1. As seen from the summarised data in Figure 14a,
the normalised elongation dramatically increases when the grain size is smaller than 10 µm. However,
when the grain size exceeds 10 µm, as shown in Figure 14b, an apparent reduction in the normalised
elongation is observed. This trend is schematically illustrated in Figure 14c, where the normalised
elongation is divided into three stages. In the low-elongation stage, uniform elongation remains stable
until the grain size increases to a critical value (ranging from 0.4–2 µm), at which point the uniform
elongation abruptly increases. This critical size is believed to be determined by the dislocation cell size.
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Grains smaller than this criterion are too small to enable dislocation movement, thus leading to low
uniform elongation. With grains larger than this criterion, dislocations can move freely and hence the
elongation is increased. For the second stage, the dislocation mobility saturates and no significant
effect of grain size on ductility is observed. When the grain size is larger than the value of t/c, where t
indicates the specimen thickness, and c is a constant about 4–5, elongation decreases with the increasing
grain size. During this stage, the increasingly obvious anisotropy of the coarse-grained metal results in
inhomogeneous plastic deformation, facilitating necking and reducing the uniform elongation.
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Figure 13. Relationship between yield strength (σy) and d−1/2 for (a) Al alloys at room temperature [101–105]
and (b) pure Al at different temperatures [106,107]. Here d is the average grain size.

Figure 14. Grain size dependence of uniform elongation in (a) ultrafine and medium grain size
range (<100 µm); (b) coarse grain range (>100 µm, redrawn from source reference) and (c) schematic
illustration for grain size-dependent uniform elongation, where t indicates the specimen thickness, and
c is a constant with a value of about 4–5 (Reproduced with permission from Springer Nature [108]).
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3.2.2. Fatigue Properties

Fatigue properties include crack nucleation, short crack propagation, and final rapid failure [109].
The fatigue properties of aluminium components are strongly related to the dislocations and their
interactions with both GB and surfaces [110]. The irreversible to-and-fro dislocation motion due to
cyclic loads leads to detectable microstructural features such as slip bands and dislocation dipoles.
This piling-up of dislocations intensifies over and over, finally resulting in the nucleation of cracks [109].
GB are stress concentration sites where cracks are highly likely to initiate. Cracks can subsequently
propagate on further loading but can concurrently be hindered by GB, especially when the angle
between the crack and GB directions is around 90◦ [111]. GB can also alter the crack propagation
direction and increase the multiplicity of cracking directions, which enhances the dynamic damage
tolerance [112]. In contrast to this, GB can accelerate crack propagation by acting as the best and fastest
crack path when a crack tip connects to a cracking GB [113,114]. It can be seen that the effects of GB on
the fatigue resistance depend on detailed circumstances and should be evaluated comprehensively.
In the high-cycle fatigue regime, where crack nucleation predominates for most of the fatigue life,
grain refinement can greatly improve the initiation life, although it promotes crack propagation
afterwards [111]. In low-cycle fatigue regimes where the applied stress is high, grain size is observed
to have a limited effect on fatigue properties.

Figure 15 shows the fatigue properties with respect to grain size. As can be seen, increasing the
grain size reduces the number of cycles to failure, i.e., grain refinement can enhance failure resistance
for AA7050 and pure Al [115,116]. However, the curves of crack propagation rate against grain size
for AA2524 show that increasing the grain size reduces the crack propagation rate especially with
grains of the order of 100 µm, i.e., grain refinement can weaken failure resistance for AA2524 [117,118].
It should be noted that the effect of grain size on fatigue properties is especially pronounced with a
grain size of around 150 µm, according to Figure 15.

Figure 15. Solid lines: relationship between number of cycles to failure and grain size of welded
AA7050 rolled plates under bending fatigue test [115], and as-annealed pure Al under uniaxial fatigue
test at room temperature with a stress amplitude of 100 MPa [116]; dashed lines: relationship between
crack propagation rate and grain size of T3-treated AA2524 [117] and solutionised and aged AA2524 at
room temperature and stress ratio of 0.1 with loading frequency of 10 Hz [118].

4. Material Modelling of Recrystallisation and Associated Viscoplastic Behaviour

Modelling methods can be divided into four types, as illustrated in Figure 16:

(1) Empirical and semi-empirical models characterise the stress–strain relations as functions of
macroscopic quantities including temperature, strain rate and strain using a phenomenological
approach. Equations are established based on the analysis of large numbers of experimental
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results. This type of model can give good agreement with test results but does not capture
microstructural evolution.

(2) Dislocation-based models describe all microstructural evolutions and macroscopic mechanical
responses in terms of functions of dislocation density. This approach provides a fundamental
microscopic view of metallic materials during hot deformation, considering complex
dislocation structures.

(3) Semi-dislocation-based models treat dislocations and grain boundaries as separate microstructural
entities. The expression of dislocation density is similar to the unified dislocation-based model
in (2).

(4) Physically based models emphasise the intricate interactions among various microstructural
variables including dislocation density, grain size, recrystallised fraction, grain misorientation
and boundary migration mobility. This approach models all the microstructural evolutions
considered and their effect on viscoplastic properties.

Figure 16. Description of different types of modelling methods.

It should be noted that the meaning of each parameter in the following equations is listed in the
nomenclature section at the beginning of this paper. Common variables that appear repeatedly are
especially explained here: σ-stress, ε-strain,

.
ε-strain rate, εp-plastic strain,

.
εp-plastic strain rate, τ-shear

stress, γ-shear strain,
.
γ-shear strain rate, T-temperature, ρ-dislocation density, M-dislocation mobility,

G-shear modulus, b-Burgers vector, θdis-misorientation, d-grain size.

4.1. Empirical and Semi-Empirical Models

The first phenomenological model was presented by Andrade et al. in 1914 to describe
the deformation-time relation of metal under constant loading, using a power or exponential
function [119]. Later, the Norton-Hoff model was proposed, which simply contains one dashpot to
express the stress–strain relationship without considering elasticity; this was later developed into
the Bingham-Norton model to better describe the observed viscoplastic behaviour of materials [120].
Johnson and Cook established a widely used model in 1983 to link flow stress to plastic strain
considering the effects of temperature and strain rate, as shown in Equation (1) [121], where A∗, B∗, C∗

m1, m2 and
.
ε0 are constants. Zerilli [122,123] later proposed Equation (2) to describe the stress–strain

behaviour of FCC metals, including aluminium. Further improvements have been made to optimise
the form of the equation and methods of parameter determination, such as modifying originally
constant parameters into expressions in terms of strain rate [124].

σ = (A∗ + B∗εm2)

[
1 + C∗ln

( .
ε
.
ε0

)]
(1− Tm1), (1)

σ = A∗ε0.5exp
(
−B∗T + C∗Tln

.
ε
)
. (2)

Researchers have also tried to find the physical basis of these formulae. For example, Equation (3)
presents the classical relationship between stress and dislocation density [83] and Equation (4) describes
the evolution of dislocation density during work hardening and recovery [125]. The combination of
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Equations (3) and (4) yields the viscoplastic flow, as given in Equation (5) [126]. Adding the influence
of recrystallisation yields the modelling equation in Equation (6) [127],

σ = αMGb
√
ρ, (3)

ρ =
U
Ω
−

(U
Ω
− ρ0

)
exp

(
−Ω εp

)
, (4)

σ =
√[
σ2

DRV +
(
σ2

0 − σ
2
DRV

)
exp

(
−Ωεp

)]
, (5)

σ = σDRV −
(
σpe − σss

){
1− exp

(
−Kd

(
εp − εc

εpe

)nd
)}

, (6)

where α, U, Ω, Kd, nd are material constants. U corresponds to hardening and Ω denotes dynamic
recovery. σ0 and σDRV indicate the yield stress and steady-state stress due to recovery, respectively.
σpe and σss indicate the peak stress and steady-state stress due to recrystallisation, respectively. εc is
the critical strain for the occurrence of dynamic recrystallisation, and εpe is the peak strain. σ0, σDRV,
σp and σss are all considered as parameters dependent on T and

.
ε, regardless of dislocation effects.

These models are considered to be semi-empirical, as they do not provide a detailed description of the
microstructural evolution even though they are derived on the basis of dislocation evolution.

An example that shows the comparison of an empirical model with experimental stress–strain
curves is illustrated in Figure 17 [128]. Figure 17a shows the effect of strain rate on the stress–strain
curves while Figure 17b shows the effect of temperature. By fitting the viscoplastic behaviour using
suitable material constants, excellent agreement could be achieved between the experimental and
predicted stress–strain curves within the temperature and strain rate ranges studied. However,
such modelling methods are not able to describe any microstructural behaviour. Therefore, although
the models may predict the deformation behaviour of the material well, they are not able to output the
microstructural evolutions, which are important for assessing the mechanical properties after forming.
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Figure 17. Experimental (symbols) and computed (solid lines) stress–strain curves of AA2024-T351
from uniaxial compression tests at (a) a temperature of 232 ◦C with different strain rates, and (b) a
strain rate of 10 s−1 at different temperatures (Reproduced with permission from Elsevier [128]).

4.2. Dislocation-Based Models

The first dislocation-based model was proposed by Estrin et al. [83] for modelling the hardening
behaviour of copper in deformations with large strains considering the evolution of dislocation density.
The model separates cellular dislocation structures into two phases corresponding to cell walls, ρc, and
cell interiors, ρw [16,83,129–131]. The rate of change of cell interior dislocation density

.
ρc is described

in Equation (7), where the first term represents the generation of cell interior dislocations by absorption
of the cell wall dislocations, and the second and third term describes their annihilation due to recovery.
The rate of change in the density of cell wall dislocations,

.
ρw, is given in Equation (8).

.
ρc = α∗

2

3
√

3

√
ρw

b
.
γw − β

∗
4

.
γc

bdc
√

1− f
− k0

( .
γc
.
γ0

)− 1
n∗ .
γcρc, (7)

.
ρw =

4β∗
.
γc

√
1− f

bdc f
+

2β∗
.
γc(1− f )

b f
√

3
− k0

( .
γw
.
γ0

)− 1
n∗ .
γwρw. (8)
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Here, α∗ and β∗, k0, n∗ are material factors and
.
γw and

.
γc are the shear strain rate of the walls and

cell interiors respectively; these two terms are assumed to be equal due to compatibility along the
interfaces between cell wall and interiors, i.e., γc = γw = γ. f is the volume fraction of cell walls as
given in Equation (9), while dc denotes the cell size, calculated using Equation (10). It should be noted
that elasticity is neglected in this model, which means that the total shear strain is equal to the plastic
shear strain.

f = f∞ + ( f0 − f∞)exp
(
−γ

γ̃

)
, (9)

dc =
k′
√
ρtotal

. (10)

f∞ and f0 denote the saturation and peak values of f, while γ̃ is a material constant. k′ is considered to be
a proportionality constant in the original model [16]; in an updated model by Galindo-Nava et al. [132]
it is instead considered to be a variable related to temperature, Poisson’s ratio ν, and statistical entropy
∆S as shown in Equation (11).

dc =
k′
√
ρtotal

=
24π(1− ν)
(2 + ν)

(1
2
+

T∆S
Gb3

)
/
√
ρtotal. (11)

The total dislocation density ρtotal can be described as:

ρtotal = fρw + (1− f )ρc. (12)

Given the predicted dislocation density, the shear stress, τ, can be expressed according to Mecking
and Kocks [133,134] as:

τx = αMGb
√
ρx, (13)

where x indicates either w (wall) or c (cell interior). In addition, the average dislocation structure
misorientation angle θdis can be also be related to dislocation density according to [135,136]:

θdis = arctan
(
b
√
ρ

g
w

)
� b

√
ρ

g
w, (14)

where ρg
w is the density of geometrically necessary dislocations, i.e., the wall dislocations that contribute

to the misorientation build-up. The evolution rate of ρg
w can be described as:

.
ρ

g
w = ξ

6λ
.
γ(1− f )2/3

bdc f
, (15)

where λ and ξ are material constants and ξ denotes the fraction of dislocations moving from cell
interiors into cell walls.

In summary, dislocation-based models describe the mechanical behaviour of materials using
Equation (13), where the dislocation density of cell interiors and walls are included. The integration
of Equations (7)–(15) characterises the viscoplastic flow and microstructural evolution during
hot deformation.

Figure 18 shows the predicted and experimental viscoplastic behaviour and the associated
dislocation evolution, using the dislocation-based modelling method, for an Al-Cu-Mg alloy [137].
Excellent agreement was achieved between experimental and simulated stress–strain curves (Figure 18a).
Additionally, such a model can predict the evolutions and interactions between different types of
dislocations, as shown in Figure 18b, providing some insights into the microstructures.
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Figure 18. Predictions of the stress–strain curve and the associated dislocation evolution in Al-4.16
wt% Cu-1.37% Mg during compression at 350 ◦C with a strain rate of 10−3 s−1. (a) Experimental (dots)
and predicted (solid line) stress–strain curve. (b) Predicted dislocation density evolution, where ρges,
ρm, ρi and ρw represent the total dislocation density, mobile dislocation density, immobile dislocation
density in cell interiors and immobile dislocation density cell walls, respectively (Reproduced with
permission from Elsevier [137]).

4.3. Semi-Dislocation-Based Models

Unlike the dislocation-based approach, semi-dislocation-based models analyse the microstructure
in terms of grains instead of dislocation cells. ‘Dislocations’, in this modelling approach, refers
specifically to grain interior dislocations, and the grain size is considered using a separate variable d.
The most widely used model to characterise the effect of grain size is the Hall-Petch equation, where the
stress is inversely proportional to the square root of grain size, σ ∝ d−1/2 [15]. In this case, the flow
stress can be expressed as [18]:

σ = k + αMGb
√
ρ+ kdd−

1
2 , (16)

where α and kd are material constants. The value of kd can be negative, corresponding to the softening
mechanism during recrystallisation. k is the threshold stress for the activation of dislocation slip;
this quantity is considered to be a material constant at constant temperature and strain rate.

The dislocation density in the semi-dislocation-based model is expressed by Equation (17) [18],

.
ρ =

M
b

( √
ρ

fw
+

1
d

)
.
εp − fvρ

.
εp −H(ρ− ρcr)S fρcr, (17)
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where fw and fv are constant coefficients related to work-hardening and dynamic recovery, respectively.

The first term of this equation represents dislocation generation during work-hardening, and
√
ρ

fw
+ 1

d is
the mean free path of dislocation slip. The second term indicates the dislocation annihilation during
recovery. H(ρ− ρcr) is the step function for detecting the onset of recrystallisation; here ρcr is the critical
dislocation density for the onset of recrystallisation, which can be determined as a power function of
the strain rate. S is the DRX volume fraction, which is usually considered to be proportional to stress
or to be an exponential function of strain. The grain size is expressed as:

d = Sddrx + (1− S)d0, (18)

where ddrx and d0 are the recrystallised and initial grain sizes, respectively. ddrx depends strongly on
temperature, strain rate and initial grain size, and is calculated as:

ddrx = Ard0
mr

(
.
εp exp

( Q
kBT

))nr

, (19)

where Q is an experimentally determined activation energy and kB is the Boltzmann constant. Ar,
mr and nr are material constants, where nr is negative since increasing the strain rate can facilitate
recrystallisation by inhibiting recovery.

Although it is not necessary to determine the misorientation evolution to complete the model
set, the misorientation evolution of LAGB and HAGB can also be derived from dislocation density,
grain size and strain rate [90]:

.
θLAGB =

b
2N

(1− β)rρd
.
εp, (20)

.
θHAGB =

(
1−

b
2N

)
(1− β)rρd

.
εp, (21)

where r is a material parameter indicating recovery, and is a function of strain rate and temperature,
β is the fraction of dislocations that contribute to further dislocation generation, and N is the number
of dislocations per unit area of boundary. Therefore, 1− β denotes the fraction of dislocations that are
absorbed by pre-existing (sub)grain boundaries, b

2N of which are specifically absorbed by LAGB and
the others by HAGB.

In contrast to the dislocation-based model, the semi-dislocation-based model considers the
evolution of both the dislocation density and the grain size during deformation. Figure 19a presents
an example of stress–strain curves predicted using the semi-dislocation-based model for AA1050 with
different initial grain sizes, and demonstrates good agreement with test results. The evolution of grain
sizes predicted for different Al alloys using this model is shown in Figure 19b [138].

Figure 19. Comparison of predicted stress–strain curves and grain sizes using the semi-dislocation-based
modelling method, with experimental results. (a) Stress–strain curves for AA1050 after different numbers
of ECAP passes. (b) Evolution of grain size, D, for different Al alloys. Symbols represent experimental
results while solid lines represent computed results (Reproduced with permission from Elsevier [138]).
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4.4. Physically Based Models

A physically based constitutive model, in terms of a set of equations derived by synthesising
multifarious microstructural factors, was first presented by Lin et al. in 2005 [19,20] and is shown in
Equation (22):

.
εp = f (σ, y2, · · · , yNE, T), (22)

.
y2 = f2

(
εp, y2, · · · yNE, T,

.
εp,

.
y3, · · · ,

.
yNE

)
,

.
yNE = f2

(
εp, y2, · · · yNE, T,

.
εp,

.
y2, · · · ,

.
yNE−1

)
,

where yi(i = 2, 3, · · · , NE) are internal state variables. This formulation gives a user-friendly modelling
framework so that researchers can add whichever variables are necessary according to their research
focus, not only dislocation density and grain size but also other microstructural variables such as
grain boundary area and grain rotation. Equations (23)–(29) introduce a classical unified equation set
which can predict a wide range of time-dependent phenomena: plastic strain level in Equation (23),
hardening level in Equation (24), dislocation density in Equation (25), grain size in Equation (26),
recrystallised fraction in Equations (27) and (28) and viscoplastic flow rate in Equation (29) [20].

.
εp = A1sinh[A2(σ−R− k)]+d−γ4 , (23)

.
R = B

.
ρ, (24)

.
ρ =

(
d
d0

)γd

(1− ρ)
∣∣∣ .
εp

∣∣∣− c1ρ
c2 − c3

ρ

1− S

.
S, (25)

.
d = α0d−γ0 − α2

.
S
γ3

dγ2 , (26)
.
S = Q0

[
xρ− ρc(1− S)

]
+
(1− S)Nq , (27)

.
x = A0(1− x)ρ, (28)

.
σ = E

( .
ε−

.
εp

)
(29)

where A1, A2, γ4, γd, Q0, ρc, Nq, c1, c2, c3, A0, B, A0, α0, γ0, α2, γ2, γ3 are material constants. k is a
constant value representing a threshold stress. ρ is the normalised dislocation density which takes
values ranging from 0 to 1 [20]. R corresponds to the hardening effect. S is the recrystallised volume
fraction, and x is the recrystallisation incubation time. S and x together predict the occurrence and
rate of DRX. The sign [· · · ]+ indicates that if the value within the bracket is negative, the rate of the
corresponding process is 0. All the variables interact and evolve together, resulting in the overall
microscopic and macroscopic evolution during hot deformation. The details of each variable are
described below in the following sequence: plastic strain rate

.
εp, hardening rate

.
R, dislocation density

rate
.
ρ and grain size rate (

.
d).

Different expressions from Equation (23) have also been used for the plastic strain rate, as shown
in Equations (30) and (31) [139].

.
εp =

.
ε0

[
σ−R− k

K

]
+

n

, (30)

.
εp =

.
ε0

[
σ−R− k

K

]
+

n

d−µ, (31)

where n, K, µ and
.
ε0 are material constants. The other parameters in this equation are defined in

the Nomenclature.
The hardening rate

.
R is assumed to be proportional to the rate of change of dislocation density

in Equation (24). Since the hardening rate increases with an increasing plastic strain rate and rate of
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increase of dislocation density, it can also be expressed as in Equation (32) [140], Equation (33) [19] or
Equation (34) [141].

.
R = B(Q−R)

.
εp, (32)

.
R =

1
2

Bρ−0.5 .
ρ, (33)

.
R =

r0

σ

(
1−

R
R∗

)
.
εp, (34)

where Q is the activation energy and B, r0 and R∗ are material constants.
The normalised dislocation density ρ in Equation (25) is calculated as the sum of an increase during

work hardening and decreases due to recovery and recrystallisation. Unlike in dislocation-based
models, here the effect of grain size on dislocation generation is also considered, since a smaller grain
size facilitates grain rotation and boundary sliding, resulting in less accumulation of dislocations [19].
One alternative formula is given in Equation (35) [20]:

.
ρ = M

(
k0 + k1

√
ρ− k2ρ

)∣∣∣ .
εp

∣∣∣− r0exp
(
−

Q
kBT

)
sinh

(
β
√
ρ

kBT

)
, (35)

where k0, k1, k2, r0 and β are material constants. k1, k2 and r0 characterise the dislocation storage,
annihilation during recovery and recrystallisation, respectively. kB denotes the Boltzmann constant
and Q the activation energy.

The grain size evolution in Equation (26) results from the competition between grain growth
induced by boundary energy reduction (first term) and grain refinement induced by recrystallisation
(second term). Another similar expression is given in Equation (36) [19],

.
d = α0d−γ0 + α1

.
εpd−∅ − α2

.
S
γ3

dγ2 , (36)

where α0,α1,α2,γ0,γ2,γ3 and ∅ are constants. The first term in this equation is related to the isothermal
grain growth and the second term characterises the strain rate dependence. The third term is related to
the recrystallisation effect. The grain size expression in Equation (26) neglects the second term because
its corresponding mechanism is considered less important than the other two mechanisms.

It should be noted that the internal variables x in Equation (28) and S in Equation (27) were
introduced to represent the incubation time of nucleation and the evolution of recrystallised volume
fraction during the processes of grain nucleation and growth, based on the mechanism of DDRX.
For CDRX, however, different mechanisms and microstructural evolution take place during hot
deformation. This model has been modified to characterise CDRX for the hot deformation of Al
alloys using different representative variables such as subgrain rotation and GB areas [142,143].
The CDRX-based models consider the evolution of dislocations, LAGB and HAGB, and are based
on physical phenomena including accumulation, migration, rotation and annihilation of these
microstructural constituents. For example, both migration of LAGB and rotation of subgrains
lead to an increase in the misorientation angle of LAGB, which turn into HAGB after reaching a critical
angle. The CDRX-based models have been shown to be in good agreement with experimental data for
some aluminium alloys. For GDRX, however, there is still no relevant physically based model that
characterises its mechanism in particular.

Figure 20 is as an example showing the predictions of the viscoplastic behaviour and the associated
microstructures of AA7075 during compression with various strain rates and temperatures, using a
physically-based model [143]. Overall, reasonable predictions were achieved under the temperature
and strain rate ranges studied, especially for the flow stress curves. It should be mentioned that the
predictions from the model give acceptable trends for all essential microstructural variables, but do
not agree perfectly with experiments. For an alloy containing different types of constituents, defects,
impurities, etc, obtaining accurate and statistically meaningful microstructural data during deformation
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for model calibration is not always possible. However, such modelling methods provide a way to
describe the microstructural trends, enabling a global understanding of the deformation mechanisms.

Figure 20. Experimental (symbols) and computed (solid lines) for compression of AA7075: (a) stress–strain
curves for different temperatures and a constant strain rate of 0.05 s−1; (b) stress–strain curves for different
strain rates at a constant temperature of 420 ◦C; (c) high angle grain boundary area per unit volume, SHAB,
for the conditions in (b); (d) subgrain misorientations, θsub, for the conditions in (b). Note that the symbols
in (c) represent the SHAB measured at a strain rate of 0.05 s−1 and a temperature of 420 ◦C. (Reproduced
with permission from Elsevier [143]).

A summary of the advantages and disadvantages of the abovementioned material modelling
approaches is presented in Table 1. Empirical, dislocation-based, semi-dislocation-based and physically
based models are listed in chronological order. The more recent models are usually better at
characterising the relations between microstructures and viscoplasticity. However, increasing numbers
of material parameters and internal variables also make the simulation harder.
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Table 1. Summary and comparison of different kinds of modelling approaches.

Expression Empirical Model
(1914-)

Dislocation-Based Model
(1998-)

Semi-Dislocation-
Based Model (2003-)

Physically Based Model
(2005-)

Major research
group

E. Andrade’s group
(UK) Y. Estrin’s group (Australia) S. Gourdet’s group

(France) J. Lin’s group (UK)

Advantage

Easily describe
viscoplastic
behaviour

phenomenologically

In-depth analysis and
modelling of different types

of dislocations and their
influences on viscoplasticity

In-depth analysis and
modelling of both

dislocation density and
grain size, and their

influences on
viscoplasticity

Provide a modelling
framework to consider all

important physical variables.
Indicate the integrated

relations between
microstructures and

viscoplasticity

Disadvantage
Not able to model

any microstructural
evolution

The number of modelling
parameters is relatively high.

Predicted evolution of
various types of dislocations

is difficult to validate
experimentally

Influence of
dislocations on grain

sizes is not considered

The number of modelling
parameters is high

5. Conclusions and Perspectives

5.1. Conclusions

In this review paper, mechanisms of recrystallisation have been discussed in detail.
The microstructural evolution and viscoplastic behaviour have been described schematically according
to existing experimental results. Post-forming properties have been discussed with reference to grain
size. Four kinds of modelling methods have been classified according to their modelling principles.
On the basis of the above analysis, the conclusions are the following:

1. Collation of existing data reveals that continuous dynamic recrystallisation (CDRX) is the most
commonly occurring type of dynamic recrystallisation in aluminium alloys under hot-forming
conditions, while discontinuous dynamic recrystallisation (DDRX) prevails in highly pure Al
and in Al alloys processed at low strain rates. Geometric dynamic recrystallisation (GDRX) may
occur when the material is subjected to significant shear strains (e.g., torsion) at relatively high
temperatures. For as-quenched heat-treatable aluminium alloys, CDRX dominates at a strain rate
>10−3 s−1 and a temperature >300 ◦C, while a transition from CDRX to DDRX was reported at
low strain rates. For heat-treatable aluminium alloys in T6 condition, CDRX dominates for most
forming conditions.

2. Quantitative data on microstructural evolutions with and without recrystallisation show that
the dislocation density decreases when dynamic recrystallisation (DRX) occurs, but instead
increases to a saturate value without DRX. When DRX occurs, the LAGB misorientation gradually
increases to an average value of 3–8◦, whereby the misorientation of a small fraction of LAGB
continuously increases to 15◦ such that these transform to HAGB, hence reducing the grain size.
These microstructural changes lead to softening on the flow stress curves: a single peak and a
subsequent softening stress–strain curve with CDRX and GDRX, but multiple peaks followed by
a decrease with DDRX. Without DRX, the LAGB misorientation only increases up to 2–3◦.

3. The post-forming mechanical properties of aluminium alloys show significant dependence on
grain size. The yield strength increases linearly with d1/2 for both pure aluminium and its alloys.
When the grain size is larger than 10 µm, the yield strength becomes less sensitive to grain size,
with increases in strength of within ~100 MPa. Material elongation increases rapidly when the
grain size exceeds ~1 µm, then stays unchanged with increasing grain size. When the grain size
becomes larger than ~1/4 of the sample thickness, the elongation significantly drops. Both fatigue
life and crack propagation rate are lower for larger grain sizes.

4. The associated modelling work, describing the recrystallisation and the viscoplastic behaviour
under hot forming conditions, can be categorised into four types. Phenomenologically based
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empirical models were first introduced, describing viscoplastic behaviour in terms of the
temperature and strain rate. (Semi-)dislocation-based models were later established to consider
the microstructural evolution during work-hardening and recrystallisation. In the 21st century,
physically based models have been proposed, focusing on the integral evolution during hot
deformation, including the evolution of microstructural variables and their relationships, as well
as the corresponding mechanical response.

5.2. Perspective

Despite the tremendous efforts that have been made in the research on recrystallisation and
its relationship with mechanical properties, the microstructural mechanisms occurring during hot
deformation and their consequences for mechanical properties are still far from being thoroughly clear.
Many aspects need to be clarified, including but not limited to the following:

1. The differences between CDRX and GDRX are still unclear. Experimental observations in existing
literature cannot show conclusively whether CDRX or GDRX is occurring due to the similarity of
the resulting microstructures. For example, CDRX is considered to be the fundamental mechanism
in most cases of SPD due to the continuous increase of misorientation after each pass, but at the
same time, original grains can become highly elongated, causing the grain thickness to decrease
to subgrain size, which is the characteristic feature of GDRX.

2. Building a comprehensive recrystallisation map that accounts quantitatively for the effects of
strain, strain rate, temperature, initial grain size, material purity, etc, would be of great value.
A recrystallisation map in terms of temperature and strain rate has been presented in this review
paper based on existing data. However, different types of recrystallisation may occur together and
there is a lack of research showing a clearly distinguishable transition between different types of
recrystallisation and the relative contribution of each type under various deformation conditions.

3. More mechanism-based constitutive equations, incorporating the key deformation mechanisms,
would be of great value to link the fundamental science to industrial practice for hot
forming processes. These should be able to accurately describe the material flow behaviour,
the microstructures and the post-deformation properties. The development of such models should
be based on clear and quantitative understanding of the mechanisms under hot forming conditions.

4. More testing and metallographic observations are needed to understand the microstructural
evolution during hot deformation. For example, the effect of strain rate on misorientation
evolution is still not well understood. Whether the volume fraction of dislocation walls in
dislocation cells goes up or down with strain and temperature is still unclear. The influence of
dislocation density on flow stress is difficult to quantify. New advanced techniques could play an
important role in resolving these problems.
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Nomenclature

b Burgers vector
d, d0, d f Grain size, its initial value and saturation value, respectively
dc Dislocation cell size
E Young’s modulus
f, f0, f∞ Volume fraction of cell walls, its peak value and saturation value respectively
G Shear modulus
kB Boltzmann constant
k Threshold stress
kd Grain size factor
M Dislocation mobility
N Number of dislocations in grain boundary
Q Activation energy
R Hardening factor
r Recovery parameter
S DRX volume fraction
T, Tm Temperature and melting temperature, respectively
U Work hardening parameter
ν Poison ratio
x Onset of recrystallisation
Z Zener-Hollomon parameter

σ, σDRV , σpe, σss
Flow stress, steady state stress due to recovery, peak stress, and steady state stress
due to recrystallisation, respectively

ε, ε0, εc, εpe, εp
Strain, reference strain, critical strain for occurring dynamic recrystallisation, peak
strain and plastic strain, respectively

ρ, ρ0, ρtotal, ρcr, ρ
Dislocation density, its initial value, total value, and critical value for
recrystallisation, respectively

ρc, ρw, ρLAGB, ρg
w

Dislocation density in cell interior, cell wall and LAGB, and geometrically necessary
dislocation density in cell walls, respectively

ρ Normalised dislocation density
θLAGB, θHAGB, θdis Misorientation of LAGB, HAGB and dislocation structures, respectively
γw, γc, γ0 Shear of cell wall, cell interior and reference shear, respectively
Ω Dynamic recovery parameter
∆S statistical entropy
X,

.
X Any variable X and its time derivative, respectively

Material constants: A0, A1, A2, Ar, A∗, B∗, B, C∗, c1, c2, c3, fw, fv, Kd, k′, k0, k1, k2, m, m1, m2, mr, Nq, n, nr, nd, n∗,
Q, Q0, R∗, r0, α, α0, α1, α2, α∗, β, β∗, ρc, ρre f , γ0, γ2, γ4, γd, γ̃r, ∅, ξ, λ, K, µ.
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