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Abstract

:

With readily available and ever-increasing computational resources, the modelling of continuous casting processes—mainly for steel, but also for copper and aluminium alloys—has predominantly focused on large-scale numerical simulation. Whilst there is certainly a need for this type of modelling, this paper highlights an alternative approach more grounded in applied mathematics, which lies between overly simplified analytical models and multi-dimensional simulations. In this approach, the governing equations are nondimensionalized and systematically simplified to obtain a formulation which is numerically much cheaper to compute, yet does not sacrifice any of the physics that was present in the original problem; in addition, the results should agree also quantitatively with those of the original model. This approach is well-suited to the modelling of continuous casting processes, which often involve the interaction of complex multiphysics. Recent examples involving mould taper, oscillation-mark formation, solidification shrinkage-induced macrosegregation and electromagnetic stirring are considered, as are the possibilities for the modelling of exudation, columnar-to-equiaxed transition, V-segregation, centreline porosity and mechanical soft reduction.
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1. Introduction


Continuous casting is a process whereby molten metal is solidified into semi-finished billets, blooms, slabs or strips for subsequent rolling in finishing mills; it is the most frequently used process to cast not only steel, but also aluminum and copper alloys, with the main configurations being as shown in Figure 1. Although originally a process that was developed on an industrial scale in the early decades of the 20th century for the casting of non-ferrous alloys, its use has been widespread also for steel since the 1950s. Compared to casting in moulds, continuous casting is more economical, as it consumes less energy and produces less scrap. Furthermore, the properties of the products can be easily modified by changing the casting parameters. As all operations can be automated and controlled, continuous casting offers numerous possibilities to adapt production flexibly and rapidly to changing market requirements and to combine it with digitization technologies. Nevertheless, new challenges continuously arise, as ways are sought to minimize casting defects and to cast new alloys.



An important aspect in meeting these challenges is the use of modelling and simulation, as reviewed recently for the case of steel in [2]. With readily available and ever-increasing computational resources, the majority of modelling and simulation activity for continuous casting processes focuses on large-scale numerical simulation. Whilst there is certainly a need for this type of modelling, the focus in this paper is on an alternative approach more grounded in applied mathematics, asymptotic methods in particular, which lies between overly simplified analytical models and multi-dimensional simulations. In this approach, the governing equations are nondimensionalized and systematically simplified to obtain a formulation which is numerically much cheaper to compute, yet does not sacrifice any of the physics that was present in the original problem; in addition, the results should agree also quantitatively with those of the original model. This approach is well-suited to the modelling of continuous casting processes, which often involve the interaction of complex multiphysics.



There are several motivations for this hybrid asymptotic/numerical approach. The first is that it has been applied successfully in other areas of science and technology, as witnessed by the growth of an activity known as practical asymptotics [3,4,5,6,7,8]; note, however, that this is not identical to the model order-reduction approach [9], which is also prevalent in industrial mathematics. The second is the Moore’s law effect in modelling [10]: namely, that, although computational power doubles every 18 months, it will still be many years before all the length scales in a casting process will be numerically resolved [11]. Moreover, although the use of asymptotic methods for the modelling of continuous casting is not unknown, it remains somewhat limited to fluid flow and heat transfer aspects [12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20]. Thus, the goal here is to review recent activity in this area, based primarily on the activities of the author and co-workers [21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33].



The layout of the paper is as follows. Section 2 focuses on models for the determination of metallurgical length. Section 3 is on the role of the air gap and implementation of mould taper. Section 4 focuses on oscillation-mark formation in the continuous casting of steel, whereas Section 5 is on solidification shrinkage-induced macrosegregation. Section 6 is on electromagnetic stirring, with conclusions being drawn in Section 7. Finally, Appendix A shows in more detail how the practical asymptotics approach is applied to one of the sub-problems considered in the paper.




2. Metallurgical Length


2.1. Pure Metals or Eutectic Alloys


To be able to correctly dimension a continuous casting process, it is of primary importance to have an estimate of where complete solidification will occur. This requires a model that takes into account fluid flow, heat transfer and phase change; a generalized two-dimensional (2D) schematic for this is shown in Figure 2. The inlet drawn here does not correctly reflect the situation in all continuous casting processes. For example, for the continuous casting of steel blooms or billets, a submerged entry nozzle is used, whereas, for the strip casting of copper and its alloys, multiple jets are located above the molten metal surface. For the latter, a 2D model was considered in [34,35] which employed the k- ε  model to describe the turbulent flow of molten metal; in addition, experimental measurements were carried out to obtain data necessary for modelling the heat transfer between the solidified copper shell and the surrounding cooling mould. The resulting equations were solved using the commercial software CFX [36]. In much later work [21], the original model equations were reconsidered in the light of a much simpler model which simply took account of the streaming of the melt at the casting speed,    V  c a s t   ;   through asymptotic reduction, the original 2D time-independent model becomes effectively a 1D time-dependent, model, with the usual understanding that the coordinate in the casting direction corresponds to the product of   V  c a s t    and time, if the casting geometry is slender. Moreover, since the original model was for an almost pure copper melt, the simpler model was formulated in terms of a sharp interface between liquid and solid phases [21]; this approach would also be suitable for eutectic alloys.



Figure 3 shows a comparison of the key results from [21,34,35]. Thus, although significantly more computational effort was required in generating the results in [34,35], there is scant difference between them. Whilst this may be due to the limited effects of turbulence lower down in the caster, it is notable that all quantities agree well even near the top, where the effects of turbulence should still be quite strong.




2.2. Alloys


In general of course, the alloys that are cast have a substantial solidification interval, leading to the formation of a mushy zone between the melt and the solid, in which both coexist; thus, the situation is now more akin to Figure 4 than Figure 2. Typically, the numerical solution of the governing equations is handled by introducing an auxiliary variable, commonly the local liquid fraction, and using an enthalpy formulation on a fixed grid [37,38,39,40,41]. This generally functions well enough if a basic description of fluid flow and heat transfer is required—all the more so if the solidification interval of the alloy is large. However, it is often required to determine quantities that affect the quality of the final solidified alloy, such as the degree of macrosegregation of an alloy’s solute elements, the ratio of equiaxed-to-columnar crystals or the thermomechanical stress; all of these are associated with processes in the mush. Thus, to compute all of these quantities accurately in the region where they really matter, it would be convenient to be able to resolve the locations of the solid-mush and mush-liquid interfaces explicitly.



The methodology to address this situation for the case of continuous casting processes was developed in [22]. This was done by applying a boundary immobilization method for the solidus and liquidus isotherms, transforming from (  y , z  ) to (  η , z  ) variables, as shown in Figure 5, with  η  given by


  η =      y /  y s   z  ,     0 ≤ y ≤  y s   z        1 +   y −  y s   z     y l   z  −  y s   z    ,      y s   z  ≤ y ≤  y l   z        2 +   y −  y l   z    W −  y l   z    ,      y l   z  ≤ y ≤ W      ,  








where   y l   and   y s   denote the locations of the liquidus and solidus isotherms, respectively. A benchmark problem was solved using three different formulations:




	(A)

	
an enthalpy-like formulation just mentioned using the full 2D time-independent equations;




	(B)

	
an enthalpy-like formulation using a reduction of the full 2D time-independent equations to a 1D transient-like formulation of the type used in [21];




	(C)

	
the proposed new formulation, which is also 1D transient-like but resolves the locations of the solidus and liquidus isotherms explicitly.









The key results are summarized in Figure 6. Figure 6a–f shows, respectively, the location of the liquidus isotherm (  y l  ), the location of the solidus isotherm (  y s  ), the mould wall temperature, the heat flux at the mould wall, the centreline temperature and the temperature gradient in the casting direction at the centreline, and indicates that the novel formulation  C  gives results that agree very well with those of the more conventional formulations  A  and  B . In future, it is therefore hoped to extend this formulation for modelling the multiphysical phenomena that are present in the mushy zone, as mentioned above.





3. Air Gap and Mould Taper


In the models presented thus far, heat transfer between the solidified shell and the mould wall is characterized by an experimentally measured heat transfer coefficient and the surface of the mould wall is assumed to be parallel to the casting direction. In practice, however, it is thought that an air gap forms between the mould wall and the solidified shell when the latter, in going from a plastic to elastic state, is strong enough to withstand the metallostatic pressure of the adjacent molten metal, thereby receding from the mould as a result of contraction; a contributing factor is also thought to be the expansion of the mould itself. Air-gap formation prohibits effective heat transfer between the mould and shell, leading to longer solidification lengths and requiring supplementary process design considerations, such as mould tapering. Consequently, the actual situation is more similar to that shown in Figure 7, which shows the idea for the case of the casting of pure metal or eutectic alloy. Now, in addition to determining the location of the solid/melt interface, it is also necessary to determine the location where the air gap begins to form, denoted by    z  g a p   ,   as well as the width of the air gap as a function of   z ,   given in the figure as    r w   z  −  r a   z  .  



Early analytical models made preliminary headway on the air gap problem [42,43,44,45]. Later papers have been solely numerical studies [46,47,48,49,50,51,52]. In the latter, the common approach is to employ multidimensional finite element models to describe the coupled thermomechanical interaction that occurs between the solidified shell and the mould wall. However, in contrast to all of these, in [24,25,26,27], the fact that the air gap is slender was used, together with the generalized plane strain approximation, to derive an asymptotic model for the aforementioned interaction in the case of an untapered mould; in particular, closed-form expressions can be found for the stress and strain components. Ultimately, the only numerical burden is the computation of a moving boundary problem for the temperature, although with back-coupling to the structure mechanical problem via the boundary conditions; the case of a tapered mould fits easily into this framework, since the taper is always small enough to be amenable to asymptotic methods: for example, in the case of steel casters, the taper is usually of the order of 2%/m [47].



In [28,29], the interplay of melt superheat and mould taper was considered for an axisymmetric continuous casting geometry, although we just focus on the effect of mould taper itself for one particular value of superheat here. Figure 8a shows the different taper profiles considered; here, M is a dimensionless parameter related to the actual mould taper, in per cent/m, by


  M =   L X   100 α Δ T    








where


  X =  100 L      r w   0  −  r w   L     r w   0     ,  








where  α  is the thermal expansion coefficient of the metal and   Δ T   is an appropriate temperature scale for the problem (see [28,29] for exact details). Figure 8b–d shows, respectively, how the position of the solid/air interface (  r m  ), the position of the solid/air interface (  r a  ) and the width of the air gap,   a g  :   =  r w   z  −  r a   z  ,   vary with z for different values of M. Lastly, Figure 9 gives an idealized result: the minimum taper necessary to avoid any air gap at all, with Figure 8b also showing the profile for    r m  ,   denoted there by     ρ ¯  w  ,   that this would correspond to. However, in Figure 9, a taper profile that is much more extreme than those currently in use would be required.



Finally, we note that, although the results in Figure 8 and Figure 9 are for a somewhat fictitious situation, work is nevertheless underway to extend the results to the more realistic case of the continuous casting of round steel billets; a good source for validating the approach will be the experimental and theoretical results in [47]. A further future extension would then be for mould taper for blooms, billets and slabs, in which the generalized plane strain approximation can also be used, as well as the fact that the air gap is slender and the taper is small enough for asymptotic methods to be applicable.




4. Oscillation-Mark Formation


Although the continuous casting configurations shown in Figure 2, Figure 4 and Figure 7 indicate a mould that is stationary, in reality, it is made to oscillate in the casting direction; this is particularly so for the continuous casting of steel. Moreover, a mould powder, often termed flux, is introduced over the steel melt; the powder becomes molten and the flows between the steel and the oscillating mould, with the resulting configuration being as in Figure 10, which depicts the initial stages of solidification in continuous casting. In this way, solidified steel is prevented from contacting the mould directly and resolidified flux is shaken from the surface of the mould. However, as is well-known and hinted at in Figure 10, a detrimental effect of this construct is the formation of depressions on the surface of the solidified steel, commonly referred to as oscillation marks; an experimental example is shown in Figure 11. Moreover, although the mould oscillation is normally periodic in time, this does not in general mean that the marks which form are identical and periodically spaced. For example, Figure 12 shows the spacing between thirteen marks, also termed as the pitch, taken from a continuously cast steel sample, from which it is clear that, more often than not, the pitch obtained was close to the average value. This may in itself not be noteworthy, other than that this average value is also close to the theoretical value, as we show below. Further samples of experimental oscillation-mark data, arguably the largest ever collected from a single continuous casting process, can be found in [53,54].



Oscillation marks have been subject of modelling in the continuous casting literature since the early 1980s [55], with the most recent review being given in [56]. At the centre of this modelling is the need to relate it to the early experimental work of Tomono [57], which classified oscillation marks as being either of overflow-type, in which case the solidified shell is strong enough to avoid deformation, causing the steel meniscus to overflow the solid tip, or fold-type, in which case the solid shell is too thin to prevent its tip from bending back under the rim pressure. Recent attempts at modelling this problem have tended towards the use of computational fluid dynamics [56,58,59,60,61], although results which give either fold or overflow marks remain elusive, as is a criterion, in terms of process parameters, for when one or the other should occur.



In this context, Vynnycky et al. [30] recently revisited an earlier model for oscillation-mark formation by Hill et al. [18], with a view to providing a detailed and systematic asymptotic analysis; the model used lubrication theory coupled to heat conduction in the solid flux, molten flux and solid steel regions, and was able to predict the oscillation-mark shape. This resulted in a model involving fifteen dimensionless parameters which was able to give good agreement with the experimental oscillation-mark profiles shown in Figure 11; the comparison is shown in Figure 13. Note that the pitch in this figure is given by    V  c a s t   / f ,   where f is the mould oscillation frequency, and that this is close to the dashed line in Figure 11 for the values    V  c a s t   = 0.013   ms    − 1    and   f = 19 / 12   s    − 1    used in [30,53]. Furthermore, the profiles and the character of the model, which neglects the presence of the meniscus completely, indicated that the marks were of fold-type.



In further work [32], an attempt was made to extend the model to include the effect of the meniscus, thereby allowing the possibility of model parameters to drive whether the model predicts fold-type or overflow-type marks. For this purpose, a novel “ moving-point” formulation was derived, which unlike the volume-of-fluid (VOF) formulation adopted in [56,58,59,60,61], attempts to track explicitly the location of the point at which solidification first begins. This approach suggests that if solidification has not occurred within a capillary length from the top of the meniscus, then the meniscus profile predicted by Bikerman [62], and which emerges naturally in the asymptotic analysis in [32], will collapse, leading to overflow; however, further work is required to extend the isothermal model derived in [32] to determine where the temperature first becomes low enough for the steel to start to solidify.




5. Macrosegregation


Macrosegregation is the term used to denote to variations in composition that occur in alloy castings or ingots and range in scale from several millimetres to even metres; it is a central problem, since it strongly influences the further workability of the cast products and their mechanical properties. As was already well-established as early as the 1960s [63,64], it arises as a consequence of the nature of the solidification process for alloys, which involves the formation of a mushy network of solid dendrites through which there is the slow flow of interdendritic melt, and the transport of alloying elements. In particular, as solidification occurs, if the solute—for example, Cu in an Al-4.5 wt% Cu alloy [65] or Sn in a Cu-8 wt% Sn alloy [66]—is more soluble in the liquid phase than it is in the solid phase, then it is rejected into the melt, resulting in a non-uniform distribution of solute in the final solidified casting.



Over the years, there has developed a substantial body of modelling work on macrosegregation in one-dimensional transient solidification [67,68,69,70,71,72], some of which is of relevance to steady-state continuous or direct chill casting processes. In higher dimensions, computational fluid dynamics (CFD) is often used, although, as indicated in [73], numerical dispersion and diffusion are present in the simulated macrosegregation profiles reported in the literature, hindering the interpretation of CFD results. In particular, it has been found that unstructured computational meshes can eliminate the numerical dispersion that is present when structured meshes are used; however, undesirable numerical diffusion is introduced instead. On the other hand, refining a structured mesh alleviates problems with numerical oscillations, but instead results in a dramatic increase in computation time [74]. More details on recent efforts to come to grips with these difficulties can be found in [73,75,76,77,78,79].



One particular cause of macrosegregation in continuous casting is due to solidification shrinkage, which tends to dominate that due to natural convection induced by thermal and solutal gradients. The modelling of this phenomenon is particularly amenable to asymptotic methods since the macrosegregation is driven by a dimensionless parameter,   ε =  ρ s  /  ρ l  − 1 ,   that is often no greater than around 0.1; here,   ρ s   and   ρ l   are the solid and liquid densities, respectively. Consequently, the resulting non-uniform solute profile can be obtained as the second term in a regular perturbation series in   ε .   As a result, and as shown in [23], there is therefore no need to resort to CFD to compute the Darcy-damped Navier–Stokes equations for modelling the melt and the mushy zone. Although the analysis is algebraically somewhat lengthy, the computational load is not; moreover, because of the hybrid analytical-numerical method used, there is no possibility for any numerical diffusion or dispersion. The situation considered in [23] is similar to that in Figure 4, although with no superheat, so that there is only a mushy zone and a fully solidified region. Moreover, the lever rule is assumed for microsegregation at the microscale, and it is demonstrated analytically that the leading-order solute at the macroscale is also given by the lever rule.



The results of the approach were compared with those obtained in [80] using CFD for the continuous casting of an Al-4.5 wt% Cu alloy, and are shown in Figure 14. Several features are noteworthy in this figure. First, we see so-called inverse segregation at   y = 0  : this is the well-established phenomenon wherein the solute concentration is higher at the outer surface of the casting than it is elsewhere [65,74,81]. Moreover, near   y = W ,   we would expect to see negative segregation, i.e., the concentration would be less than the initial composition. Note that two curves have been included from [80]: one using the linearized phase diagram for the Al-Cu system, and one using the non-linearized phase diagram. As can be seen, the agreement with the results of the asymptotic model is very reasonable for   y ≤ 0.02   m, although rather less so thereafter. This could be due to a variety of factors:




	
the fact that the model in [23] does not include superheat, whereas the model in [80] had a superheat of 27 K;



	
in [80], numerical issues associated with the use of CFD, of the type mentioned earlier; and



	
the fact that the geometry in question, which has an aspect ratio of six, is not slender enough for the asymptotic approach to be valid.








It is clear that the method based on the asymptotic approach is far from complete, with the most urgent extensions being the inclusion of superheat and the possibility to assume Scheil equation- or back diffusion-based microsegregation at the microscale.




6. Electromagnetic Stirring


Electromagnetic stirring (EMS) has been used in the continuous casting of steel [82] since the 1970s as a way to control solidification structures. Since roughly the same time, mathematical modelling has been used to elucidate the actual role of EMS in affecting the motion of the steel melt; most noteworthy is a sequence of papers by Schwerdtfeger and co-workers [83,84,85,86,87,88] which explore, both experimentally and theoretically, the effect of stirring in the round-billet, rectangular-bloom and slab geometries that are characteristic for the continuous casting of steel. In particular, the models considered consist of the turbulent Navier–Stokes equations for the velocity field of the molten metal and Maxwell’s equations for the induced magnetic flux density. In principle, there is two-way coupling between the models, since the alternating magnetic field gives rise to a Lorentz force which drives the velocity field, which can in turn affect the magnetic field. Typically, the magnetic Reynolds number is rather low, and rarely greater than unity, meaning that the velocity-free Maxwell’s equations can be solved; the output is then used to constitute the Lorentz force which drives the velocity field. Moreover, the frequency of the magnetic field is typically great enough to allow the use of the time average of the Lorentz force as input to the Navier–Stokes equations.



In calculating the induced magnetic field, an assumption is necessary as regards the applied oscillating field surrounding the domain of interest, typically the steel strand. In the models mentioned above [83,84,85,86,87,88], the assumption comes in the form of a boundary condition for the normal component of the magnetic flux density at the surface of the strand. However, revisiting the problem for the continuous casting of round billets [83,88], the configuration for which is shown in Figure 15a, Vynnycky [31] showed that prescribing the normal component of the magnetic flux density at the surface of the strand leads to a non-unique solution for the components of the magnetic flux density, and hence for the components of the time-averaged Lorentz force. On the other hand, it was found that prescribing the tangential component of the magnetic flux density would lead to a unique solution. Moreover, for the circular configuration, it was found that it was possible to choose the tangential component so that the original expressions for the components of the time-averaged Lorentz force, first given in [83,88], would be recovered. In addition, although the analysis was carried out for when the magnetic Reynolds number is small enough that there is only one-way coupling between the fluid flow to the magnetic field, the result concerning non-uniqueness would hold even when there is genuine two-way coupling.



At present, work is under way to re-evaluate the corresponding situation for rectangular strands [84], which is algebraically more complex. Nevertheless, a resolution of the issue is timely, since the expressions derived in [83,88] for the components of the time-averaged Lorentz force have been cited and used on numerous occasions since, even up to the present day [89,90,91,92,93,94]. Moreover, the results are even more significant in the case of modulated EMS [95,96,97], where magnetic fields of different frequencies are applied and it is the intention that the resulting Lorentz force should have a constant time-averaged and a time-varying component; in this case, posing the correct boundary conditions for the magnetic field is vital for obtaining meaningful results from modelling.



A further activity concerns obtaining a better idea of how the solid and mushy zones that form during continuous casting, giving the situation shown in Figure 15b, affect the ability of the applied magnetic field to stir the remaining melt [33]. Some preliminary results are given in Figure 16 for the case of round billets. For these results, the model parameters from [83,88] have been used. The axisymmetric Navier–Stokes equations have been solved, although a Darcy-like damping term has been included so as to take into account the effect of the mushy zone. In Figure 16a, the outer radius of the mushy zone,    r m  ,   has been taken to be 60% of the radius of the mould; note that this value of   r m   corresponds to the value used for the radius of the melt in [88]. Figure 16a compares solutions for the azimuthal velocity,    v θ  ,    for three different values of the inner radius of the mushy zone,   r 0  — 0,    r m  / 3 ,  2  r m  / 3  —with the solution when the Darcy term is neglected completely, so that there is no mush. Here, the curve for the no-mush case corresponds to that computed in [88]. It turns out that the profile given here has a maximum value that is around six times lower than that in [88], which was around 1.5 m s    − 1   , as well as having its maximum displaced further away from   r =  r m   ; it is not surprising that there is a difference, since the turbulence model used, which adopts the Prandtl mixing length hypothesis [98], was one of simplest possible, whereas a more sophisticated two-equation k-W model was used in [88]. Nevertheless, even the value obtained here is not unreasonable in the context of electromagnetically-stirred melts. As regards the other curves in this plot, it is clear that the presence of the mushy layer reduces   v θ   significantly: for example, for    r 0  = 0  , corresponding to mush occupying the entire region from   r = 0   to   r m  , the maximum value of   v θ   is around 0.02 m s    − 1   . For Figure 16b,    r m  =  r b  ;   here, the profile for the no-mush curve resembles much more closely that computed in [88], with even the maximum value for   v θ   comparing favourably. There is also a proportionately greater drop in   v θ   when going from the no-mush case to when    r 0  = 2  r m  / 3  .



The model in [33] can be extended in a number of ways. First, although the casting velocity was not included in this analysis, it can be incorporated without affecting the analysis. After that, it would be of interest to include an equation for the conservation of heat, so that the temperature and hence the liquid fraction are computed as part of the model, rather than the liquid fraction simply being prescribed, as was the case in [33]. A nondimensional analysis would make it clear whether the effect of the magnetic field affects the heat transfer in the problem, through either Joule heating or convection. Once these models are in place, it should be possible to assess the role of stirring in macrosegregation and crystal structure formation: with respect to white-band formation in the case of the former [87,99,100], and columnar-to-equiaxed crystal transition in the case of the latter. A parallel line of activity would be to adapt these ideas to linear travelling magnetic fields for rectangular slabs, billets and blooms.




7. Conclusions


This paper has reviewed recent efforts in employing applied mathematical techniques, predominantly analysis and asymptotic methods, for the modelling of continuous casting processes. The focus has been on using these techniques in order not only to infer the qualitative behaviour of models, but also with a view to obtaining reduced-model formulations that require considerably less computational time than the original models, whilst still retaining their salient physical features. The work presented was divided into five topics: metallurgical length; air-gap formation and mould taper; oscillation-mark formation; macrosegregation; and electromagnetic stirring. Whilst work on all of these is still ongoing, a certain degree of validation has already been achieved:




	
For the determination of metallurgical length, the proposed approach already yielded good agreement with a more computationally intensive approach using CFD and turbulence modelling [21], for the case of a pure metal, and with a more conventional enthalpy-formulation approach for alloys [22].



	
For solidification shrinkage-induced macrosegregation in a binary alloy, reasonably good quantitative agreement was achieved for the cross-sectional macrosegregation profile, and even better agreement is to expected when the model has been developed to include superheat [23].



	
For oscillation-mark formation, very good agreement was obtained with experimental results for fold-type marks [30].








For air-gap formation and mould taper, validation will soon be attempted against the results of Kelly et al. [47] for the continuous casting of round billets. For electromagnetic stirring, validation will be possible against the original experimental results of Dubke et al. [84], although this work is perhaps more embryonic, in view of an anomaly in the modelling of EMS in continuous casting that was recently found in [31].



In addition to the possible extensions of the work already carried out in each of these topics, which are detailed towards the end of Section 2, Section 3, Section 4, Section 5 and Section 6, these topics also form the starting points of investigations into a variety of as yet under-researched areas in continuous casting. Amongst these are the following:



Exudation For the case of alloys that have a long solidification interval—for example, alloys of copper or aluminium [41,66,70,101,102]—interdendritic melt seeps out through the air gap that forms between the solidifying shell and the chilled mould surface; this is known as exudation. Mathematically, this means that the region    z liq  ≤ z ≤  z sol    at   y = 0   in Figure 4 is effectively an outlet for the interdendritic melt. The situation is an example of macrosegregation that requires the methods developed in Section 2 and Section 5.



Columnar-equiaxed transition In the continuous casting of steel, it is well-established that the solidified structure consists of equiaxed crystals in the centre of the casting, surrounded by a columnar crystals, and that EMS is often to used to increase the extent of the equiaxed zone, by means, it is believed, of dendrite fragmentation. However, models which can predict the columnar-to-equiaxed transition (CET) and how it can be affected by EMS are non-existent, although there is some work on CET using the cellular automaton method [103,104,105].



V-segregation V-segregation is the name given to the eponymously-shaped channels that are formed in the centre of the equiaxed zone of continuously cast steel slabs, blooms and billets, in which the macrosegregation level of interstitial elements such as carbon and sulphur, and of substitutional elements such as molybdenum and chromium, can be quite extensive. Even today, the mechanism behind the development of V-shaped segregate channels or lines is still not well understood [106]. The appearance of the V-segregates differs between different cast sizes, width of the equiaxed zone and casting speed. V-segregates can be found in low alloyed steels, as well as in stainless and high-alloyed steels.



Centreline porosity Continuously cast products develop centreline porosity along the strand direction, as a result of an extended mushy zone in the centre of the solidifying material. The length of the mushy zone depends mainly on solidification mode, degree of solidification shrinkage, extent of the equiaxed zone, cross section dimensions and casting speed. In particular, the centre pore develops due to a lack of feeding to compensate for the solidification shrinkage. When the pressure in the centre decreases below the equilibrium pressure for gas phase, porosity will develop, with the pore growing along the centre line. Although internal porosity is well-studied for ingot and component casting [107,108,109], this is far from the case for continuous casting [110].



Mechanical soft reduction A method used to counteract V-segregations, centreline porosity and centreline segregation is mechanical soft reduction [111,112,113], whereby the cast steel cross section is reduced by pinch rollers to compensate for the downward liquid flow in the mushy zone due to solidification shrinkage.



Lastly, we point out the relevance of the above to the thermo-fluid dynamics topics that are relevant to as-cast quality, particularly in the continuous casting of steel. Although such topics are numerous, the work on oscillation-mark formation begins to address surface quality; moreover, it provides a relatively cheap computational framework for considering the formation and propagation of surface cracks, as are known to occur, for example, in peritectic steels [114]. Furthermore, although the work on macrosegregation considered only solidification shrinkage, it already contains the full array of momentum, heat and solute conservation equations that would be required to model macrosegregation due to other causes: for example, thermosolutal convection [115], or electromagnetic stirring, which is known to produce so-called white bands in the casting of steel [87,99,100,116,117], but which has never been properly modelled. Moreover, the work on solidification shrinkage-induced macrosegregation may help to inform on centreline porosity. Although the analysis in [23] did not dwell on the second term in the regular perturbation series for pressure, this quantity becomes negative and unbounded as full solidification is reached at the centreline, if the lever rule is used to describe segregation at the microscale; this would indicate that the pressure as a whole tends to zero, meaning the appearance of a pore. In addition, it is apparent that the pressure does not behave in this way for other microsegregation rules. It would be impossible to deduce this qualitative behaviour from numerical simulations alone, which further highlights the benefit of thinking asymptotically.
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Appendix A. Notes on Practical Asymptotics


As indicated in Section 1, this article has been underpinned by the use of practical asymptotics; however, there has not been space to show details of how it works, and this issue is now addressed here.



To begin with, one would need to demonstrate the following four steps in action in the topics considered in Section 2, Section 3, Section 4, Section 5 and Section 6:




	(a)

	
Nondimensionalization of the original governing equations;




	(b)

	
Analysis of the nondimensionalized governing equations, and identification of the key dimensionless parameters and asymptotic reduction;




	(c)

	
Evidence that the computation of the reduced model is cheaper than the computation of the original model would have been (if the reduced model does not have an analytical solution); and




	(d)

	
Evidence of agreement between the results of the original model and the asymptotically reduced model.









Moreover, point (c) presupposes that one has indeed solved the problem in both the computationally intensive way and the cheap way; however, in practice, the visibility of “computational cheapness” comes from the observation that it ought to be cheaper to compute the numerical solutions for:




	
Fewer partial differential equations (PDEs) rather than more;



	
One-dimensional models rather than two-dimensional models, and two-dimensional models rather than three-dimensional models;



	
Ordinary differential equations (ODEs) rather than PDEs; and



	
Problems having fewer model parameters rather than more, with regard to the need for parameter studies to obtain a complete understanding of model behaviour.








Even so, there are examples in other areas of science and technology where a given problem has been solved both ways and the computational cost, in terms of CPU (central processing unit) time and RAM (random access memory), has been compared [118,119,120,121,122,123], although this was not done for the problems considered here.



In this context, we return to the problem of determining the metallurgical length in Section 2.1:




	
The original model was two-dimensional steady-state, consisted of six PDEs and contained 32 model parameters [34,35].



	
After nondimensionalization and asymptotic reduction, the model was one-dimensional and transient-like, consisted of two PDEs (or effectively different representations of the same PDE) and contained six model parameters [21].



	
A direct comparison of CPU time and RAM was not carried out, but we note that one computation in [35] required 30 h of CPU time on a Cray J932 Supercomputer—with current computational architectures, this would no doubt take much less, but still would not be as short as the few seconds required for the formulation in [21].



	
The agreement between the model results was very good, as shown in Figure 3.








Thus, this example demonstrates quite concretely how the asymptotic approach has been successfully applied.
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Figure 1. Continuous casting: (a) vertical; (b) curved; (c) strip; and (d) horizontal. Reproduced with permission from Brian G. Thomas, 2018 [1]. 
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Figure 2. Schematic of a vertical continuous casting process. 
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Figure 3. Comparison of: (a) the location of the solidification front,   y m  ; (b) the heat flux, Q, at the outer edge of the copper strip; (c) the temperature at the centreline (  y = W  ); and (d) the temperature at the outer edge of the copper strip. In all cases, the solid line is for the full model, and the dashed line is for the reduced model; z denotes the distance along the casting direction from the meniscus. Reproduced from [21], with copyright permission from Elsevier, 2017. 
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Figure 4. 2D schematic of the vertical continuous casting of an alloy. 
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Figure 5. Computational domain in (  η , z  ) variables. 
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Figure 6. (a) The location of the liquidus isotherm,   y l  ; (b) the location of the solidus isotherm,   y s  ; (c) mould wall temperature; (d) mould wall heat flux, Q; (e) centreline temperature; and (f)   − ∂ T / ∂ z   at the centreline. All quantities are given as functions of z. Reproduced from [22], with copyright permission from Elsevier, 2017. 






Figure 6. (a) The location of the liquidus isotherm,   y l  ; (b) the location of the solidus isotherm,   y s  ; (c) mould wall temperature; (d) mould wall heat flux, Q; (e) centreline temperature; and (f)   − ∂ T / ∂ z   at the centreline. All quantities are given as functions of z. Reproduced from [22], with copyright permission from Elsevier, 2017.
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Figure 7. A 2D schematic of the continuous casting process with tapered mould walls and superheat. 
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Figure 8. Dependence on M of: (a) the taper profile,    r w   z   , relative to W; (b) the position of the solid/air interface,    r m   z   ; (c) the position of the solid/air interface,    r a   z   ; and (d) the width of the air gap,    a g   z   . 
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Figure 9. Comparison of the size of the air gap for the untapered system (solid line) with the   M = 0.3   linear taper (dotted line), and the ideal taper required to completely eliminate the air gap (dashed line). 
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Figure 10. A sketch showing how an oscillation mark forms. 
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Figure 11. Two adjacent oscillation marks and typically observed microstructure underneath them. 
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Figure 12. Experimental results showing the number of marks associated with a given pitch, taken from [30]. The vertical dashed line shows the average value. 
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Figure 13. Comparison of the theoretically calculated oscillation mark profiles and those measured experimentally by Saleem [53]. 
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Figure 14. Comparison of the macrosegregation profiles obtained in [80], using the linearized and non-linearized phase diagrams for the Al-Cu system, and using the asymptotic model in [23]. 
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Figure 15. (a) Schematic of an arrangement of an inductor around a circular steel strand for inducing rotating fields; and (b) schematic of circular solid, mush and melt regions in the cross-section of the strand. 
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Figure 16. Azimuthal velocity,   v θ  , vs. radial distance, r, for    r 0  = 0 ,   r m  / 3 ,  2  r m  / 3   and no mush, with: (a)    r m  = 0.06   m; and (b)    r m  = 0.1   m. 
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