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Abstract: Industrial silica sand is a by-product obtained from the industries like paint, paper, rubber
etc. It has a similar property with river sand and& M sand. This study explores the effect of high
content of silica sand as a partial replacement for fine aggregate for concrete making in construction
purpose. In this present research four types of silica sand from two different industrial units (coarser
silica sand (VC and TC) and finer silica sand (VF and TF)) were used. The physical classification
and morphology observation of silica sand through scanning electron microscope (SEM), energy-
dispersive X-ray (EDAX), X-ray fluorescence (XRF) is examined. Fresh and hardened concrete
properties were performed for the six sand samples, with two grades (M20 and M30) of concrete.
No new compositions or phases were identified in silica sand concrete. Both fine and coarse silica
sands were finer than river sand and M sand, as evaluated from the physical classification. The
workability of silica sand mix at a fresh state improves the concrete performance up to 40%. The mix,
which contains 80% coarser silica sand (TC) with 20% river sand, attained the maximum compressive
strength of 34.5 Mpa and tensile strength of 3.5 Mpa at 28 days, which was the greatest of all the
mixes. The combination of silica sand and river sand or M sand showed the superior impact of the
concrete over the discrete concrete. SEM images showed the well-developed hydrated products like
calcium silicate hydrate (CSH), calcium hydroxide (CH) and ettringite in all concrete mixes. It was
observed from the XRD pattern that all concrete mixes containing silica sand have a high peak of
quartz (SiO,), and calcium silicate hydrate (CSH) exhibits the formation of hydration products in
the concrete. Similar stretching and bending patterns of silica sand concrete relates the pattern of
nominal sand concrete as observed from Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR).

Keywords: silica sand; mechanical properties; spectral analysis; SEM-EDAX

1. Introduction

Due to the scarcity of river sand used as a FA in concrete, their rising price in the
construction industry paves the way to search for alternate materials. Now, manufactured
sand (M sand) is used widely in construction purposes. However, it is obtained from
crushing the natural rocks and stones [1-3]. Hence, the prolonged use of only M sand is not
possible in future construction. Many researchers have done research on reused materials
as fine and coarse aggregates in making concrete to reduce the use of virgin materials
to a great extent. In M20 grade concrete, the addition of silica sand reduces the bending
resistance by up to a 30% replacement, increases it by up to a 50% replacement, and finally,
decreases it by up to a 70% replacement. The flexural and split tensile strengths are reduced
with the increase of silica sand in concrete [1,2]. Fine silica sand passing through a 75-um
micron sieve was used as a partial replacement for cement in the M25 grade concrete up
to 25% replacements. Fifteen percent silica sand replacement gave the better compressive,
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flexural and split tensile strengths compared with the control mix. This was due to the fine
particle of sand acts as a filler and some active silica in the sand reacts with the cement
and promotes the hydration products [3]. Similarly, the use of 6% silica sand as a cement
replacement increases strength parameters greater than control mix. At 12% replacement
level, concrete cost was reduced around 5% less than conventional concrete [4].

Due to its excellent heat conductivity, foundry sand is a premium natural silica sand
used to create metal casting molds. This sand can be recycled and reused for many times in
foundry. When it is not being used in the foundry, it can be termed as used/spend/waste
foundry sand [5-7]. The used foundry sand was used as a fine aggregate in concrete up to
30% replacements. Increase of foundry sand addition increases the mechanical strength
of the concrete due to the finer size fills the micropores forms the denser concrete. No
change in workability of concrete was observed due to the minor additions [5]. Rapid
chloride penetration resistance (RCPT) of concrete contains foundry sand of 20% and 30%
exhibits less value than control concrete indicates the good permeability of concrete. HyCOs3
depth of concrete emerges with increase of foundry sand addition in concrete mix over the
curing ages. Reduced voids and the greatest distribution of C-S-H gel were visible in the
microstructure of concretes made with foundry sand at 30% replacement [6].

The foundry sand which was obtained from Al casting industry was used as a FA
for M25 grade concrete up to the 50% replacements. Similar properties of conventional
concrete mixes are observed up to 20% replacement. Above the 20% replacement, the
workability and strength are continuously reduced at higher replacements [7,8]. Adding
of 50% waste foundry sand, the strength performance of M30 grade concrete is increased
linearly. However, at major replacements, the strength tends to decrease [9]. The use of
industrial by-products such as bottom ash and foundry sand as a FA up to 60% replacements
with equal proportion leads to the elevate in HyO demand and decrease in compressive
strength. RCPT values of all mixes are less than the control one. So, the addition of
these industrial by-products leads to the good resistance for chloride penetration. X-ray
diffraction pattern highlights the increase of SiO; peak due to the addition of silica rich
materials in the mix. A 30% replacement of foundry sand mixture exhibits the dense
microstructure and up to 40% replacements all mixes exhibit compact structure with very
less pores as viewed under the SEM [10,11]. Self-compacting concrete of M25 grade made
with red mud and used foundry sand were investigated. Cement was replaced with red
mud at 1%, 2%, 3% and 4% with 10% of fine aggregate (regular sand) was replaced with
used foundry sand. Maximum compressive and flexural strength was achieved at 2% red
mud with 10% foundry sand [12-15]. Similar strength was observed in SCC made with
glass powder and 10% used foundry sand [16].

The effect of waste foundry sand (WFS) as a FA replacement of ready-mix concrete
and their Mechanical, leaching (environmental) and microstructural properties were inves-
tigated. Some units (10%, 20%, 30% and 40%) of foundry sand have been used in place
of regular sand. The performance of strength and workability is reduced when ordinary
sand is partially replaced by WEFS. This was due to the finer particle size of WFS led to
the reduction of W/C gel in matrix. A 20% replacement of WFS gives the satisfied results
of all mixes. Based on environmental view, leaching test has been carried out for regular
sand and WFS at different pH levels. From this, it was observed that foundry sand can
be used as a construction material in similar with regular sand [17-20]. Even though M
sand has better interlocking property to enhance the concrete performance, presence of
clay and more fines in M sand reduces the strength of concrete [21]. However, M sand will
increase the strength when there are no organic impurities present and the wastage was
less since it was gradation of sand was made as per the requirement [22]. While using M
sand careful mix proportioning is required based on the changes in the physical properties
with respect to river sand to attain the required strength [23]. Structural properties of the
concrete elements will be improved with M sand with the optimum replacement level of
M sand with river sand. The Ultimate load carrying capacity of RC beam was observed
in concrete with M sand replacement as 70% for river sand [24]. M sand was replaced for
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river sand in self-compacting concrete [25]. Optimum replacement level of silica sand was
arrived from fresh and hardened concrete properties [26]. A 5% replacement of silica sand
with the river sand gives a better compressive and flexural strength [27]. Optimum silica
sand replacement level for cement was found to be 6% by weight of cement [28].

Scarcity of river sand and causing legal issues for sand mining leads to explore the
possibility of utilizing alternatives for river sand. In that way many researchers are attracted
by the usage of industrial by products like steel slag, copper slag, foundry sand etc., for
the replacement of river sand partially or completely other than the M sand. Silica sand is
the most abundant mineral found in the earth and also it is obtained as a by-product from
glass, paint, foundry industries etc. Silica sand contain a high silica content in the form of
quartz SiO; (mostly at inert condition). In this study, silica sand is obtained as a by-product
during the kaolin clay beneficiation process from paint, paper, rubber, ceramic etc. from
the Veli and Thonnakkal units in Trivandrum. Nearly around 5 lakhs ton of soil (silica
sand) is generated during this kaolin beneficiation process. Both coarse and fine sands
are produced in these two units. The obtained soil samples were having a clay content
of around 18 to 20% and this material was repeatedly washed using water containing a
small quantity of dispersants to remove the dispersible Kaolin. All the water washed sand
samples have Kaolin content less than 5%. Hence the investigating soil (silica sand) samples
named as VC—Veli Coarse sand, VF—Veli Fine sand, TC—Thonnakal Coarse sand and
TF—Thonnakal Fine sand.

This paper aims to explore the suitability and optimum utilization of silica sand in
concrete mix. Since this sand is rich in silica, studies like XRF, SEM and EDAX were
performed to check whether reactive silica is present to confirm its inertness as a fine
aggregate. Fresh and hardened concrete properties was examined for VC—Veli Coarse
sand, VF—Veli Fine sand, TC—Thonnakal Coarse sand and TF—Thonnakal Fine sand
as partial replacement for river sand and M-sand for M20 and M30 grade of concrete
mix. Moreover, the effective replacement percentage of silica sand for fine aggregate
is optimized through compressive and split tensile test of concrete. This research also
included microstructural and energy dispersion studies on concrete samples to evaluate the
C-S-H crystal and energy indemnification for all concrete mixes which partially replaced
with silica sand (VC, VE, TC and TF). In addition, FTIR analysis was performed for all silica
sand added to concrete mixes to confirm the stretching and bending patterns of silica sand
concrete relates the pattern of nominal sand concrete.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Methodology

Figure 1 explains the frame work of the present study. Industrial silica sand sam-
ples such as VC—Veli Coarse sand, VF—Veli Fine sand, TC—Thonnakal Coarse sand and
TF—Thonnakal Fine sand were considered for this study. Their performances are com-
pared with river sand and M sand. This study aims at utilization of silica sand as partial
replacement for fine sand or M-sand in M20 and M30 grade mix. The physical classifica-
tion like fineness modulus, specific gravity, bulk density etc., were carried for all types of
silica sand as per IS codal provision. The morphology and spectral analysis for different
types of silica sand were analysis to confirm as same as river sand and M-sand properties.
The workability and strength properties studies were conducted to examine the optimal
replacement percentage of silica sand in concrete mix at different curing days for respective
mix ratio. The characteristics studies like XRD, SEM and EDAX were performance on
optimized silica sand added concrete mix after 28 days of curing.
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Figure 1. Investigation frame work.

2.2. Materials and Mix Proportions

PPC of 53 grades, according to IS: 1489-1991 [29], was used. River sand and Crushed
Mineral sand were used as a reference FA to compare with the investigated silica sand
samples. Natural gravel of maximum 20 mm size was used as a CA. Totally six mixes were
formed as a preliminary investigation with complete utilization (100%) of two reference
mixes (RS, MS) and four investigated mixes (VC, VE TC, TF). Two concrete mix ratios
were arrived for M20 and M30 grade. The mix proportions were calculated as per IS
10262:2019 [30] and the ratios are (1:1.43:2.25, Cement: FA: CA) with W/C ratio of 0.4 for
M30 and for M20 the ratios are (1:1.5:3, Cement: FA: CA) with the water content 0.5.

2.3. Studies on Silica Sand
2.3.1. Physical Properties of Silica Sand

The sand samples were made to clean, free from adherent coating, and free from other
deleterious substances taken for the physical tests. The number of samples for particle size
analysis is taken as per IS 2386:1963 part I [31] clause 3.3. The gradation of the sand samples
TF, TC, VE VC, River sand (RS), and M Sand (MS) were carried out as per 15-383:1970 [32]
Clause 4.3. The specific gravity test and bulk density were carried out as per IS 2720
part 3 [33]. Three trials were done, and the average values were taken for consideration.
Moisture content of sand samples were calculated based atmospheric dry method and oven
dry method.

2.3.2. Micro Studies on Silica Sand

Micro-level study of sand samples was studied under SEM analysis, EDX, XRF, XRD to
determine their mineral phases and elemental composition [34,35]. Microstructure and the
elemental composition of silica sands were studied and compared with the river sand and
M sand using scanning electron microscope subjected to XL30 SEM equipped with an EDX
Spectrometer for an X-ray dispersion elemental analysis. The range of scale used in the
SEM analysis is two micrometers with a resolution of x5000. Scanning Electron Microscopy
emits a beam of high-energy electrons to the surface of a sample. In that, data is collected
over a particular area of the surface of the sample and their corresponding magnified high-
quality image is generated. By viewing that image, the physical characterization, texture
and orientation of materials can be understood. The EDX detects the energy spectrum of
the abundance materials which were in the samples by passing the X-rays.

X-ray fluorescence (XRF) was done for the sand samples to observe the predominant
element concentration found in it. This testing is similar with the EDX where the X-rays
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excites the elements present in the sample and return back to their ground state. As by
measuring their fluorescence, exact concentration of the minerals was identified. To confirm
the presence of any amorphous minerals in the sand, XRD was done. In a cathode ray tube,
X-rays are produced by burning a filament to produce electrons, accelerating the electrons
with a voltage toward a target sample, and then hitting the target sample with the electrons.
Due to the changes in the inner shell electrons of the samples, the peaks were created, and
X-ray spectra are produced. The graph is plotted between the angle (26) from 10° to 90°
range, at which the wave is diffracted, and their intensity range expands. The differences in
diffraction spectrum of fine silica sand and coarse silica sand were observed using the D8
advance model X-ray diffractometer from Bruker, Germany, featuring a 2.2 kW Cu-anode
ceramic tube with a scan step length of 0.02 degrees.

2.4. Tests on Concrete
2.4.1. Workability

One of the crucial factors in determining the uniformity of fresh concrete is workability.
The most popular technique for assessing the consistency of the concrete is the slump test.
In this research articles, the workability of the M20 and M30 grades of concrete with river
sand, M sand, coarser silica sand and fine silica sand are measured by the slump cone
apparatus as per IS: 1199-1959 [36].

2.4.2. Compressive Strength and Split Tensile Strength

Based on the M20 and M30 mix proportions, concretes were made. The 150 x 150 mm
concrete cubes were cast for bending strength against compression and 150 x 300 mm
concrete cylinders were cast for split-tensile strength test. The cube and cylindrical spec-
imens were cast and then cured then for 28 days. The specimens were tested as per IS:
516-2004 [37] for finding compressive and tensile strength of M20 and M30 concrete.

2.4.3. UPV Test

Non-destructive testing such as UPV test was done to measure the concrete quality by
ultrasonic pulse velocity method as per IS: 13311 (Part 1)—1992 [38]. The pulse experiences
several reflections inside the various material phases when it is transmitted into the concrete
from a transducer. Longitudinal, shear, and surface waves combine to form a complicated
system of stress waves. The fastest waves to be detected by the receiving transducer are
the longitudinal waves. The distance travelled by the waves are noted and their velocity is
determined. When concrete is made with poor quality materials, the distance travelled by
the waves are longer due to the crack, void or flaw inside the concrete. Hence, the good
quality concrete has a higher velocity, and the poor-quality concrete has a lower velocity.
Quality, density and modulus of elasticity of the aggregates plays a major role in UPV test.

PUNDIT apparatus is used to test the concrete cubes. Concrete cubes cured at 28 days
are taken and placed at the flat position. Transmitting and receiving transducer are placed
at the opposite sides of the concrete surface. This method of testing is called direct method.
The time travel of the ultrasonic pulse waves is observed in the apparatus in microseconds
and their velocity is calculated manually in km/sec.

2.4.4. Microstructure Studies on Concrete

Microstructure studies on concrete powder samples like SEM, EDX, and XRD and
FTIR were performed to understand the behavior of silica sand in concrete microstruc-
ture [39—44]. Twenty-eight days cured concrete was broken and coarse aggregate was
removed. Then it was powdered and sieved through 75 pm was taken for microstructural
analysis. Similar equipment’s as discussed in Section 2.3.2 were used to study the charac-
terization of optimized silica sand added mix concrete mix. FTIR is done to observe the
similarities in the functional group of the concrete samples. The FTIR results are subjected
to IR Affinity-1 spectrometer, Shimadzu Japan [45-47]. It is equipped with a DLATGS
controlled by IR Solution 1.60 and appraised under ATR mode. Sixteen scans are recorded
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over the range 4000-400 cm ! with a spectral resolution of 4 cm~!. The spectra of powder
samples are corrected with a linear baseline.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Physical Classifications
3.1.1. Fineness Modulus

PSD of six sand samples was plotted in Figure 2. It is observed that the fine samples
(VE TF) having more fines, almost 98% of sand particles will be less than 0.5 mm and the
uniformity will be more in the rage of 0.2-0.35 mm. For the sample VC and TG, it is close to
the river, and M sand particles at the rage of 0.45-0.1 mm and the presence of particles more
than 1 mm are much less; this shows that presence of more fines in VC, TC classification
also. Based on the particle size grading, fineness modulus is calculated. Fineness Modulus
(EM) value is a ready index coarseness or fineness of the aggregates. The fineness value of
sand samples is given in Table 1.

100
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40

30

20

10

0.01 0.1 1 10
Particle size (mm)
—4—TF —&TC —%—MSand —8—VF -8 VC —e—River Sand

Figure 2. Particle size analysis.

Table 1. Fineness modulus of sand samples and classification as per IS 383-1970.

Type of Sand Fineness Modulus Value Classification and Ranges
R sand 3.654 Very Coarse sand Above 3.2
M sand 3.624 Very Coarse sand Above 3.2
TF Sand 1.732 Very fine sand Below 2.2
VF Sand 1.760 Very fine sand Below 2.2
TC Sand 2.678 Medium sand 26t029
VC Sand 2.900 Medium sand 29t03.2

From the results, it was observed that the sand sample VF and TF fall under very fine
category. The sample TC and VC falls under medium sand category. Generally, very fine
sands were not used in concrete.
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3.1.2. Specific Gravity and Bulk Density

This test is carried out as per IS 2720 part 3 [32], and the specific gravity values of all
samples (VE TF, VC, TC) lie under the range of 2.63-2.67, as in Figure 3. Bulk density of
silica sand lies between 1730 and 1750 kg/m? while river sand and M sand have less bulk
density as in Figure 4. This is due to the finer sand fills the pores than coarser and increases
the density.

2.69

2.68 -

2.68
2.67
2.67
2.66 -
2.65
2.64 2.64 2.64
2.64
2.63

2.63
2.62 -
2.61
2.6 -

R-Sand M-Sand TFSand VFSand TC Sand VC Sand

Specific gravity

Figure 3. Specific gravity of sand samples.
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Figure 4. Bulk density of sand samples.

3.1.3. Moisture Content, Consistency Index and Free Swell Pressure

The raw sand sample has more than 30% moisture content since the process involving
in obtaining of sand samples. The samples dried in atmospheric temperature for 2 to 3 days
to bring down the moisture content to 4-8%. If oven drying method (temperature 80 °C) is
adopted it takes 16 to 24 h to reduce the moisture content to 2%. The sand samples have
initially surface moisture content, and it was removed by sun dry method. Care should
be taken while making concrete and moisture absorption will reduce the workability of
concrete. Consistency test is carried out as per IS 2720:1985 part 5 [48] to identify the
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influence of fine sand particles. From the consistency test results, it was observed that the
number of blows is very less (almost 8-12 based on moisture content) for all samples (VF,
TF, VC, TC) and it showed the absence of cohesiveness in the given samples. The pH test
on sand samples was carried out as per IS 2720:1987 part 26 [49] to find the presence of
acidic or alkaline content, and the results showed that the sand samples were free from
acidic and alkaline content. Swell pressure test was carried out as per IS 2720:1985 part
40 [50] to find the influence of any swelling effect (bulging of sand) as shown in Figure 5.
From the result, it was observed that the swelling of soil was not happen and there was not
any influence of fines (clay) and turbidity in the washed sand particles.

Figure 5. Free swell analysis of sand samples.

3.2. Microstructure of Sand Samples

Figure 6 shows the normal image and microscopic image of the sand samples. R sand
is rounded smooth crystals in a shape, and M sand has a surface of angular shaped crystals.
Silica sand samples are subangular in shape.

Coar

‘b,

se silica sand

~

Figure 6. Image of sand samples (a) normal, (b) microscopic, and (c) SEM.
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Figures 7 and 8 show the SEM images and EDX spectra of fine silica sand, coarse silica
sand, river sand and M sand, respectively.
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Figure 8. EDX spectra of (a) fine silica sand, (b) coarse silica sand, (c) river sand and (d) M sand.
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From Figure 7, it was noted that the SEM image of fine silica sand exhibits denser
structure and also has more quartz (5iO,) content than others. The SEM image of coarse
silica sand exhibits some irregular subangular particles and their microstructure was similar
like M sand. Iron-titanium (FeTiO3) minerals were maximum than quartz (SiO;). Coarse
silica sand contains considerable number of other elements such as calcium, aluminum,
magnesium etc. which were not detected much in finer silica sand. The sand samples
which have more silica content also does not contain the high quantity of amorphous silica
(which were in secondary cementitious material) mostly these silica elements were in inert
phase only. Hence, it does not contribute much to the hydration process of cement. Greyish
white color of silica sand represents the presence of finer fragments of iron-titanium oxides
and quartz minerals in it. Hence, this contributes the fineness to the silica sand samples
than R sand and M sand. The use of only denser sand in concrete reduces the strength
due to less particle size distribution, lower the formation of cement gel and leads to the
reduced particle packing density [5,6,17,39]. From Figure 7c, it was observed that the
irregular rounded river sand was obtained from the natural weathering of rocks. Hence it
has well distributed sand particles. From Figure 7d, the regular angular shaped M sand
was obtained by the man-made weathering of rocks which leads to denser and uniform
fragments than river sand. By viewing EDX data, river sand contains major of Iron-titanium
(FeTiO3) minerals than quartz (SiO,) while in M sand there was no titanium present in it.
River sand is obtained from the river beds where the plenty of various other minerals are
deposited along with quartz (S5iO,) [39-41].

Figure 9 show the XRF analysis of river sand, M sand, fine silica sand and coarse
silica sand respectively. Table 2 shows the elemental composition of all the four sand
samples. Major elements of iron and titanium were present in the river sand while in M
sand considerable amount of iron was present without any titanium content.

Coarse and fine silica sand exhibit almost similar composition, it has higher quartz
(5i05,) content and lower iron content than river sand and M sand. Based on the elemental
composition, it was understood that the presence of iron-titanium oxide mineral such as
ilmenite (FeTiO3) was found in the silica sands. Generally, this mineral was in crystalline
state and used as a flux in furnaces. In silica sand, there was not any traces of calcium was
found and higher calcium content was observed in M sand. Along with XRF study, XRD
was done to observe the presence of amorphous elements in the silica sands. If it present, it
can react with the cement to form more hydration products and helps in building dense
microstructure in concrete. From Figure 10, it was observed that there were no amorphous
elements were present in silica sands.

Quartz (SiO,) was the major element found in both fine and coarse silica sand. Ilmenite
(FeTiO3) is an oxide mineral consists of major elements of Iron-Titanium which was found
in both silica sands. Olivine (Fe;SiOy) is an iron-silica mineral which was found only in fine
silica sand. Ilmenite and olivine mineral exhibit the presence of strong Silica-Iron-Oxide
elements in the silica sands. More number of secondary peaks of quartz, [lmenite and
olivine were identified in fine silica sand while in coarser silica sand only a single major
peak of quartz was identified at 68.5°. This indicates the minerals were strong in fine silica
sand than coarser.

Table 2. Elemental composition of sand samples (XRF).

Sand Samples Ca Fe Si Ti Er
River sand 4.00 66.76 6.00 23.24 -

M sand 21.97 65.41 10.17 - 2.45
Fine silica sand - 33.97 45.27 20.76 -

Coarse silica sand - 44.44 30.85 24.71 -
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Figure 9. XRF analysis of (a) river sand, (b) M sand, (c) fine silica sand, and (d) coarse silica sand.
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3.3. Experiments on Concrete
3.3.1. Mix Proportioning

The mix proportions were calculated as per IS 10262:2019 [30] and the ratios are
(1:1.43:2.25, Cement: FA:CA) with water-cement ratio of 0.4 for M30 and for M20 the ratios
are 1:1.5:0.3 with the water content 0.5. Figure 11 shows the mix ratios of raw materials of
M30 concrete with natural sand, M sand and silica sand and from that it was observed that
there was no substantial difference between in % of raw materials in concrete with river
sand and M sand whereas in case of silica sand, cement content is reduced about 3% with
respect to river sand but coarse aggregate content is increased about 4%. It is due to the
difference in specific gravity and fineness modulus.
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Figure 11. Mix Proportioning of M30 concrete with river sand, M Sand and silica sand.

= River sand

=M-Sand

mSilica sand

Cement

‘Water Fine Aggregate Coarse Aggregate
Raw materials



Buildings 2022, 12, 1273

13 of 26

160

140

(==Y I—

[

g 32
| |

Slump in mm
2]
S & 8 3

<

R-Sand

3.3.2. Workability of Concrete

From Figure 12, it was observed that the slump values were reduced in manufactured
sand added concrete in both grades M20 and M30. The amount of water needed for the mix
is significantly influenced by the form and surface roughness of the manufactured sand.
The river sand is round in shape and smooth in texture. As a result, it lessens the friction
between the particles in the fine aggregate, increasing the workability of river sand. Due
to its angular shape and abrasive surface texture, manufactured sand increases internal
friction in the mixture, which decreases the concrete’s workability. Low slump values were
observed in M sand due to the presence of a large number of fines in it. In silica sand
since the particles are rounded and improve the workability of concrete. Workability of
concrete with finer particles of silica sand is higher than the concrete with coarse silica
sand. Additionally, it was noticed that workability of silica sand replaced concrete is better
than the concrete with river sand [51]. From Figure 12, it was observed that slump value
of concrete with M sand is very less when compared to other types of concrete and the
minimum slump expected is 50 mm as per Indian standards [52].

Minimum slump required as
per IS 456-2000

M-Sand
VC Sand TC Sand

VF Sand

TF Sand
Types of sand

Figure 12. Slump values of M20 and M30 concrete.

3.3.3. Compressive strength of Concrete

Compressive strength of M20 and M30 concrete at 28 days are given in Figure 13.
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Figure 13. Compressive strength of concrete.

All silica sand samples exhibit lesser strength compared with reference river sand and
M sand. The M20 grade concrete of nominal mix such as river sand and M sand exhibits
24 MPa and 23.7 MPa at 28 days. Coarser sand concrete (VC and TC) exhibits 18.4 MPa
and 19.3 MPa while finer sand concrete (VF and TF) exhibits 16.6 MPa. The M30 grade
concrete of nominal mix such as river sand and M sand exhibits 30 MPa and 29.3 MPa
at 28 days. Coarser sand concrete (VC and TC) exhibits 28.7 Mpa and 29.3 MPa while
finer sand concrete (VF and TF) exhibits only 22 MPa. It is observed that the coarser sand
samples (VC and TC) exhibits strength greater than finer sand samples (VF and TF). This is
due to the finer sand can act as a pore filler material, but it reduces the formation of water
cement gel matrix which is responsible for strength contribution in the concrete [5,6,17].
Nearly 20% and 30% lesser compressive strength of coarse and fine silica sand leads to
the adverse effect of their usage in concrete. Hence to fulfil the strength requirements,
composite mixes were used by combining the coarse silica sands and nominal sands at
minor percentages (10%, 20%, and 30%). Twelve composite mixes were prepared and tested.
These mixes performed well with the discrete silica sand concrete. The concrete mixes made
with 20% and 30% replacements with nominal sand has achieved more than the 30 MPa at
28 days. The mix which contains 80% coarser silica sand (TC) with 20% river sand attained
the maximum compressive strength of 34.5 MPa and tensile strength of 3.5 MPa at 28 days
which was greatest of all mixes. As a result, silica sand with 20% replacement of river
sand or M sand can be effectively used as a fine aggregate for concrete without any lack
in their characteristic strength. For these modified samples, cubes were casted for M30
grade concrete, and their 28 days compressive strength are given in Figure 14. Based on the
modified mixes, 20% replacements of silica sand samples with river sand and M sand gives
the optimum strength of concrete.
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TC 90% + M-Sand 10%
VC 90% + M-Sand 10%
TC 80% + M-Sand 20%
VC 80% + M-Sand 20%
TC 70% + M-Sand 30%
VC 70% + M-Sand 30%
TC 90% + R-Sand 10%
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TC 80% + R-Sand 20%
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Figure 14. Compressive strength of modified concrete with partial replacement of silica sand.

3.3.4. Split Tensile Strength of Concrete

Split tensile strength of M20 and M30 concrete at 28 days are given in Figure 15.
Similar trend was observed in split tensile strength, around 40% decrease in their strength
was identified. The coarser sand samples (VC and TC) exhibit strength greater than finer
sand samples (VF and TF). Concrete made with M sand possess higher strength than all
other samples. Hence, to improve their performance coarser silica sand was mixed with R
sand and M sand at minor percentages (10%, 20% and 30%). For these modified samples,
cylinders were casted for M30 grade concrete, and their 28 days split tensile strength are
given in Figure 16. Based on the modified mixes, 20% replacements of silica sand samples
with river sand and M sand gives the optimum splitting tensile strength of concrete [53].
Since all concrete mixes have the equal amount of cement content, but Strength decrement
mainly due to the interparticle packing and toughness of the aggregates.

3.3.5. UPV Test on Concrete

This UPV test is done to assess the quality of concrete as per IS: 13311 (Part 1)—
1992 [38]. Figure 17 gives the pulse velocity of concrete with river sand, M sand, coarse
silica sand and fine silica sand. From the figure, it was understood that the quality of
concrete with coarse silica sand is excellent as like concrete with river sand and M sand
whereas concrete with fine silica sand is below average. Hence the quality of concrete with
fine silica sand is doubtful but with coarse sand is excellent [13,54].
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Figure 15. Split tensile strength of concrete.
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Figure 16. Split tensile strength of modified concrete with partial replacement of silica sand.
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Figure 17. Ultrasonic pulse velocity results.

3.4. Microstructure Studies on Concrete Powder
3.4.1. SEM/EDX

Figures 18 and 19, depicts the SEM and EDX spectra of the concrete powder sample
with fine silica sand, coarse silica sand, river sand and M sand respectively.

From the figures, it was observed that C-S-H, calcium hydroxide (CH) was the major
hydrated phases present in the concrete [9,13]. Based on the size, shape and distribution of
the particles, the microstructure of concrete will vary. Wide distribution of hydration prod-
ucts such as CSH, CH and ettringite (Ett) were formed in all sand samples concrete [55-67].
The bright portion in the microstructure of SEM image represents calcium hydroxide (CH),
needle-like formation represents ettringite and sulfoaluminates (Ett) and grey spherical
portion represents calcium silicate hydrate (CSH) [13,67]. Concrete made of river sand has
irregular shaped aggregates with well distributed particles. It was observed that a greater
number of spherical shaped CSHs were formed in the river sand concrete. This may be
due to amorphous SiO, present in the river sand would react in the cement hydration to
produce more hydration products. Hence, river sand concrete performs well in strength
properties. In M sand concrete, the number of needle-like hydration products (ettringite
and sulfoaluminates) were found than spherical one (CSH). From the observation, the
amount of CSH gel in its morphology becomes denser and less porous with the silica sand
mix, which increases the mechanical strength. The CSH structure looks too dense and
well compacted with silica added due to its pore filling effects. The observation proven by
SEM images.
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Figure 18. SEM image of (a) fine silica sand concrete, (b) coarse silica sand concrete, (c) river sand
concrete and (d) M sand concrete.
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Figure 19. EDX spectrum of (a) Fine silica sand concrete, (b) coarse silica sand concrete, (c) river sand
concrete and (d) M sand concrete.

Generally, calcium to silica ratio of Portland cement concrete is 1.5. As per EDX data,
the calcium to silica ratio of concrete containing fine and coarse silica sands were 1.85 and
1.60. However, in M sand concrete, the ratio was increased to 2.75. This shows that the
M sand contains lesser content of silica than other sands with respect to calcium content.
The finer silica sand concrete exhibits compact surface with minimum voids compared
with coarser silica sand concrete. Major elements of carbon and oxygen were found in all
sand sample concrete. These elements were present in the concrete in the form of oxides
and calcites. Considerable traces of sodium and magnesium elements were found in M
sand concrete which were not seen in other concretes. The EDAX analysis shows major
portion of silica content present in coarse and fine silica mix about 5.7% and 5.0%. The silica
content percentage improves up to 62.85% and 42.85% in coarse and fine silica-added mix.
Table 3 shows the element composition of silica sand added mix after 28 days of curing.
The reaction between the calcium hydroxide in the cement and the silica in the silica sand
produces tri-silica alumina hydrate, which is responsible for the increase in strength. The
strength developed in fine and coarse silica sand is addressed through presence of higher
silica content in the concrete mixes after 28 days of curing.

Table 3. Element composition in concrete sample.

Element Weight % Atomic % Error %

(a). Fine silica sand concrete
C 54.3 64.5 10.0
(@] 34.2 30.5 11.1
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Table 3. Cont.

Element Weight % Atomic % Error %
Mg 0.5 0.3 16.2
Al 1.1 0.6 10.0
Si 3.9 2.0 59
Ca 6.0 21 53
(b). Coarse silica sand concrete
C 50.2 61.6 10.2
(@) 34.6 31.9 11.3
Al 1.0 0.5 11.3
Si 5.0 2.6 5.7
Ca 8.9 3.3 49
Sc 0.4 0.1 33.6
(c). Natural river sand concrete
C 43.5 55.1 10.6
(@) 38.6 36.7 111
Mg 0.4 0.3 21.6
Al 1.6 0.9 9.1
Si 5.7 3.1 5.5
S 0.6 0.3 17.6
Ca 9.1 3.5 4.6
Sc 0.4 0.1 33.3
(d). M Sand concrete
C 52.7 63.5 10.0
(@) 34.5 31.2 11.2
Al 1.3 0.7 9.3
Si 3.5 1.8 6.1
S 0.3 0.1 32.3
Ca 6.5 24 5.0
Fe 1.1 0.3 21.2
3.4.2. XRD

Figure 20 provided the XRD pattern of concrete powder sample mixed with fine silica
sand, coarse silica sand, river sand and M sand respectively.

From the figure, it was observed that the XRD pattern of all concretes has a high peak
of quartz (SiO;), and calcium silicate hydrate (CSH) exhibits the formation of hydration
products in the concrete [6,10,56-59]. Minor peaks of C2S and C3S indicates the unreacted
cement particles in the concrete [62,63]. Peaks of Calcium hydroxide (CH) and calcium
carbonate (CaCO3) were found due to the excessive lime content in the cement that were
left unreacted due to the absence of amorphous elements in the concrete. Similar pattern
was observed in coarser silica sand with the sharp SiO, peak and CSH peak at the theta
angle 27.2° and 37°. Peaks representing SiO, and CSH in the coarser silica sand is sharp
and having high intensity. However. in finer silica sand, numerous secondary peaks of
SiO, (12.86°, 21.4°, 27.43° and 68.6°) and CSH (37°, 38.9° and 50.6°) were found with less
intensive. In both river sand concrete and M sand concrete, sharp peak of SiO; is found
and considerable amount of CSH peak is found. Other minerals like CH, CaCOj3, C2S and
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C3S peaks were found weaker. This shows that bogue minerals and calcium minerals were
converted almost into hydration products. Thus, it forms well-developed microstructure
and helps in strength development of concrete. In all sand samples concrete, there was not
any traces of ettringite was found because it could be converted into the next hydrated stage
as monosulfoaluminate hydrates with the presence of tricalcium aluminate in the cement.
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Figure 20. XRD pattern of (a) Fine silica sand concrete, (b) Coarse silica sand concrete, (c) River sand
concrete, and (d) M sand concrete.

3.4.3. FTIR

Figure 21 shows the FTIR on ATR mode pattern of concrete powder samples made of
silica sand, coarse silica sand, river sand and M sand, respectively.

Figure 22 compares the FTIR graph of all the four concretes. The strong asymmetric
bending and stretching in the range between 400 and 700 cm ! represents the Si-O-Si
bonds [63-65]. This indicates the presence of major element quartz (silica dioxide) in the
concrete. The strong asymmetric bending at 900-1000 cm ™! represents the formation of
hydration products such as C-S-H in the concrete [63,64]. All types of concrete exhibits the
more or less similar formation of hydration products. Stretching at 1200 cm ™! represents
the silicates and aluminates phases formed from the cement hydration in the concrete.
Bending at 1400 cm~! represents the C-O phase and are attributed to CO3 [56]. The band
at 2400 and 3400 cm ! are of -OH stretching vibrations due to adsorbed water molecules.
The water added into the concrete and used for curing gets reacted with the minerals of
cement and their molecules were adsorbed in it [64,68,69]. This phase also represents the
calcium hydroxide content in the concrete. The band from 1800 to 2100 cm ™! are due to
the presence of anhydrous cement phase. This represents some of the unreacted clinker
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elements like C2S and C3S in the concrete [59]. Small bands at 3600 cm ™! are due to the
presence of calcium and calcium related elements in the concrete. Fine and coarse silica
sand undergoes bending while there was no change in depression at river sand and M
sand concrete. Hence, silica sands concrete has greater content of calcium mineral than
others. From Figure 22, it was observed that the FTIR pattern of fine silica sand, coarse silica
sand and river sand are of same nature. Similarities in the stretching and bending can be
observed and almost all the three are coinciding. However, FTIR of concrete produced with
M sand is somewhat deviating from other three but not significantly varying in its profile.
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Figure 21. FTIR graph of (a) Fine silica sand concrete, (b) Coarse silica sand concrete, (c) River sand
concrete, and (d) M sand concrete.
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4. Conclusions

Based on the results and discussions, following conclusions can be given as follows,

> Based on the physical classifications, the investigated silica sand samples were falls
under Zone 1V, the presence of fine sand is more than the allowable limit. As per codal
recommendation, the sand samples of Zone IV are not recommended for concrete
construction.

> Even the coarser sand samples (VC and TC) were also finer than river sand and M
sand as viewed under the SEM. This fineness in silica sand samples is due to presence
of the small fragments of iron-titanium and quartz grains.

> As per XRF elemental composition, silica sand samples have higher silica phase
than the iron and titanium phase. However, in R sand and M sand iron phase is
predominant than silica.

> Silica sand does not have any amorphous mineral phase and all minerals are in inert
state as observed in XRD. Hence, it acts only as a filler in the concrete.

> Due to the roughness of the sand particles’ surfaces, silica sand concrete is more
workable than river sand and M sand concrete (by about 40%).

>  The 28 day’s compressive strength of concrete for M20 and M30 grades were observed.
In that, all investigated samples were failed to achieve the nominal strength. Finer
sand samples exhibit lesser strength of all mixes. Same trend was observed in split
tensile strength.

> At 28 days, the M20 grade concrete displays 24 MPa and 23.7 MPa depending on the
nominal mix of river sand and M sand. While finer sand concrete (VF and TF) displays
16.6 MPa, coarser sand concrete (VC and TC) displays 18.4 MPa and 19.3 MPa.

> At 28 days, M30 grade concrete with a nominal mix of river sand and M sand displays
30 MPa and 29.3 MPa. The compressive strengths of coarser sand concrete (VC and
TC) and finer sand concrete (VF and TF) are 28.7 MPa and 29.3 MPa, respectively.

> To improve their strength performance and coarseness, coarser sand samples (VC and
TC) were added with minor percentages of R sand and M sand (10%, 20% and 30%).

> The compressive and split tensile strength of the modified mixes perform better than
the nominal silica sand mixes.

>  The mix which contains 80% coarser silica sand (TC) with 20% river sand attained
the maximum bending to compression is 34.5 MPa and tensile strength of 3.5 MPa at
28 days which was greatest of all mixes.

> The microstructure as studied by SEM, EDX, XRD and FTIR for all sand samples
concrete confirms the formation of hydration products and silica sand could compete
well with the nominal sands.

> Well-developed and distributed microstructure were observed in all sand concretes.
Minor phase of calcium hydroxide in all mixes indicates that it was utilized maximum
in the cement hydration.

> Microstructure images shows well developed CSH crystal and dense images were
observed with silica sand mix.

> In all the mixes, quartz (5i0,) and CSH were the major peak found. Minor peaks of
C2S and C3S were found in the mixes indicating that they are almost consumed in the
cement hydration.

> In FTIR, similar bending and stretching of spectrum were observed in all concrete.
Fine silica sand, coarse silica sand and river sand concrete exhibits almost same
spectrum than M sand concrete. This may be due to the similar elemental composition
of silica sand and river sand.

> Results of the microstructural investigation suggest that silica sand can be conveniently
used as a fine aggregate in making good quality concrete and construction materials.

> The utilization of silica sand instead of river sand up to 30% replacement will reduces
cost up to 7.5% for one cubic meter of concreting.
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> Based on the study, it is recommended to use silica sand partially in concrete as
replacement for fine aggregate up to some extent for sustainable and eco- friendly
construction.

> Further study on precast Ferro cement panels and ready mix plant with silica sand
will explore on effective utilization of silica sand in thin elements and for strengthen-
ing purpose.

Based on the study, it is recommended to use silica sand partially in concrete as replace-
ment for fine aggregate. Further study on precast Ferro cement panels with silica sand will
explore on effective utilization of silica sand in thin elements and for strengthening purpose.
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