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National Emissions Inventory Reporting Thresholds

The U.S. Environmental Proctection Agency (USEPA) has national air quality standards for
six criteria air pollutants (CAPs) (NOz, O3, SOz, PM, CO, and Pb). Facilities can either directly
emit some of these pollutants, or the pollutants may be formed through atmospheric
reactions (i.e., 03, PM). The National Emissions Inventory (NEI) was established to track
and help achieve these CAPs National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). Type A
sources (i.e., large sources) must report to NEI every year, while Type B sources must
report to NEI every three years. The emission thresholds defining Type A, Type B, and
sources in nonattainment areas are listed in Table S1 (from 40 CFR §51, Appendix A, Table
1). Nonattainment areas are those that do not meet the NAAQS. These thresholds, with the
exception of lead, are based on the potential to emit rather than the actual amount emitted
in a year. The potential to emit represents the highest amount of certain pollutants that a
business could potentially release into the air regardless of whether that release quantity
occurs. The potential to release is largely based on information regarding equipment
design and controls in place. If a facility qualifies as a Type A or B source for any of the six
CAPs, it must report all CAPs. These thresholds just determine if a facility should report to
NEI under a specific category, and do not represent the actual flows provided in NEI. The
facility will report the actual release values. The actual release value, however, should be
used as the threshold to report lead emissions. Note that the AERR thresholds were revised
to reflect 70 tons/year for PM10, PM2.5, and PM precursors (i.e., SO2, VOC, NOx, PM2.5, and
NHs) for sources within PM10 and PM2.5 nonattainment areas for years after the 2014 NEI.
The smaller sources that are not included in the point source inventory are intended to be
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included in the nonpoint inventory. Thresholds are not available for HAPs, as these are
voluntary fields in NEL

Table S1: Emissions Thresholds in Tons per Year for Type A Sources, Type B Sources, and
Sources in Nonattainment areas. From: 40 CFR §51, Appendix A, Table 1.

Emission Threshold (tons per year of potential to emit)
Every Year Triennial
Pollutant Type A sources Type B sources NAA sources
o >100
Sulfur Dioxide (SO») >2500 >100 -
PM 5 (serious) >70
>100
. . O3 (serious) >50
Volatile Or‘%]aglé Compound >250 >100 05 (severe) >25
( ) O; (extreme) >10
PM, s (serious) >70
Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) >2500 >100 =100
- - PM; s (serious) >70
Carbon Monoxide (CO) >2500 >1000 O; (all areas) 2100
CO (all areas) >100
Lead (Pb) >0.5 (actual) >0.5 (actual)
Primary Particulate Matter < 5250 100 2190
10 um (PM0) PM (serious) >70
Primary Particulate Matter < 250 100 2190
2.5 um (PMy5) PM; 5 (serious) >70
Ammonia (NH:) 250 >100 2100
PM, 5 (serious) >70

Table S2: Percent of facilities that report Hazardous Air Pollutants by method. S/L/T: State,
local, or tribal agency.

Method 2011 2014 2017

Reported by S/L/T and Augmented by EPA 26% | 22% @ 22%
Reported by S/L/T and no EPA Augmentation 36% @ 37% | 37%
Augmented by EPA with no S/L/T Reported  38% 41% | 41%
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