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Abstract: To enhance the control accuracy of lane-keeping assistance systems for trucks encountering
crosswind-induced lateral deviations to improve the lateral stability of the vehicle, this study proposes
a control strategy based on a linear quadratic regulator (LQR) using a path-tracking preview model.
First, the lateral deviation is calculated using the path-tracking preview model. Then, an observer
for the vehicle’s sideslip angle is designed using a vehicle lateral tracking deviation model and
a Kalman filter controller, and this is used to solve the deviation of the sideslip angle. Finally, a
feedforward controller is designed based on the LQR controller and a linear two-degrees-of-freedom
vehicle model to eliminate steady-state errors arising from LQR optimization, thereby obtaining the
steering angle of the vehicle when subjected to crosswind conditions. Comparing the test results
of the sideslip angle, yaw rate, and lateral acceleration demonstrates that this strategy effectively
improves the control accuracy of lane-keeping under crosswind conditions. The proposed method
is validated through hardware-in-the-loop experiments on a test bench, yielding results consistent
with simulations.

Keywords: lane-keeping assistance; crosswind; linear quadratic regulator controller; hardware-in-
the-loop experiments

1. Introduction

When vehicles are subjected to crosswinds during high-speed travel, their lateral
positions can deviate, and this is especially true for box-shaped vehicles such as vans,
large buses, and canvas-covered trucks. This deviation negatively affects the stability
of vehicle handling, potentially leading to accidents. Addressing the issue of crosswind
disturbances in high-speed vehicle operation is an important aspect of research on vehicle
handling stability, and significant research has been conducted in this area. Zachiotis and
Giakoumis [1] used Monte Carlo simulations to assess the impact of ambient wind on
vehicle performance and emissions. Sekulic et al. [2] proposed a pure pursuit path-tracking
method based on an eight-degrees-of-freedom model to address the influence of wind
loads and floating bridge movements on the lateral stability of public buses in Bjørnafjord,
Norway. Han et al. [3] developed a coupled vibration analysis of the wind, vehicle, and
bridge to ensure the safety of vehicles on long-span bridges under crosswind conditions.
Xu and Zhai [4] analyzed the problems of a vehicle–rail coupled system as a stochastic
nonlinear system under the excitations of crosswind and random track irregularities. They
proposed a stochastic analysis model for vehicle–rail coupling dynamics and random
irregularities. Kim et al. [5] introduced a lateral disturbance compensation algorithm to
reduce the driver steering effort under crosswind disturbances. Cioffi et al. [6] used a
dynamic driving simulator to evaluate a driver’s state when encountering crosswind and
found that the driver’s response typically exhibits an approximate delay of 0.25 s from the
onset of crosswind stimuli. Tian et al. [7] developed a comprehensive evaluation framework
for the lateral stability of vehicles under crosswind conditions, which provides guidance
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for controlling adverse conditions and making road maintenance decisions. Although
these methods have performed well in practical applications, the accuracy of their lateral
deviation control is limited due to the lack of consideration of the influence of the vehicle’s
sideslip angle.

In modern society, traffic accidents continually occur, leading to increasing casualties.
Surveys have shown that approximately 50% of traffic accidents are caused by vehicles
deviating from their normal travel lane. To address the issue of vehicles unintentionally
deviating from their intended travel path, researchers have begun to study the control
strategies of lane-keeping assistance systems (LKASs). Bian et al. [8] proposed an advanced
LKAS with two switchable auxiliary modes, namely the lane departure prevention and
co-driver lane-keeping modes, to address the reliability issues of fully autonomous lane-
keeping systems. Kim et al. [9] presented a torque overlay-based robust steering wheel
angle control method for the lane-keeping systems of autonomous vehicles. Chen et al. [10]
suggested a lane-keeping control method based on a Takagi–Sugeno fuzzy model to reduce
the lateral deviation of vehicles. Zhang et al. [11] proposed a deep learning model to
estimate the lateral distance between a vehicle and the lane boundary, providing an effective
benchmark for road testing of LKASs. Zhou et al. [12] developed a driver-centric and neural-
adaptive control-based LKAS to address traffic safety issues caused by vehicle departures
from lanes. Wu et al. [13] developed a novel lane-keeping assistance method that applies
additional yaw moments to electric vehicles and actively distributes the driving/braking
torque to all four wheels for lane keeping. Han et al. [14] addressed the frequent lane
departure issue in commercial vehicles and devised an LKAS based on an electro-hydraulic
steering system. Lim et al. [15] designed an LKAS based on human driving data to prevent
vehicle lane departures in situations with an unaware driver. Kővári et al. [16] introduced
a reinforcement learning-based approach to address the lateral control problem of dynamic
nonlinear vehicle models for lane-keeping tasks.

In summary, the current research on LKAS control strategies and crosswind issues
mostly focuses on individual aspects or problems, without considering their interaction.
Therefore, this study addresses the issue of low control accuracy when handling the lateral
deviations of vehicles under crosswind conditions in the application of lane-keeping control
systems. The LKAS control strategy based on the path-tracking preview algorithm and the
LQR controller is proposed to improve the lateral stability of the vehicle.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Simulation Model

For vehicles with a LKAS, it is relatively easy to drive along the middle of the lane
on a planned straight path. However, when the vehicle enters a curved road, in order
to continue to remain in the middle of the lane, the vehicle will repeatedly adjust the
steering angle, which can easily reduce the lateral stability of the vehicle, especially for
larger trucks. When the vehicle encounters crosswind on a curved road, the stability
will decrease even more severely. This study proposes a LKAS control strategy based
on the path-tracking preview algorithm and the LQR controller, to improve the lateral
stability of the vehicle. To achieve the control objectives, it is necessary to establish a
reasonable vehicle dynamics model to describe the vehicle’s motion state. Additionally, a
path-tracking preview model is developed to determine the deviation between the vehicle
and road centerline. Then, a feedforward controller is established using the linear quadratic
regulator (LQR) algorithm and a linear two-degrees-of-freedom vehicle model, to eliminate
steady-state errors generated during optimal control by the LQR algorithm, thereby further
reducing the lateral deviation. Considering the influence of the vehicle’s sideslip angle
on lateral vehicle control, an observer for the sideslip angle is established based on the
vehicle’s lateral tracking deviation model and the Kalman filter algorithm. Using the yaw
rate and lateral acceleration as the observation values, the deviation of the vehicle’s sideslip
angle is estimated. Finally, the LQR algorithm is used to optimize the estimated deviation
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and obtain the driver’s steering wheel angle, therefore improving the control accuracy of
the lateral deviation.

2.1.1. Simulation Methods

As shown in Figure 1, the lateral deviation caused by crosswind is calculated by using
the path-tracking preview algorithm through the road line information, the path trajectory
provided by TruckSim, and the deviation of the driver’s prediction point. Then, the lateral
deviation, sideslip angle deviation, and yaw rate deviation are fused with the gain matrix
calculated by the LQR algorithm to obtain a steering wheel angle, which is then added to
the compensated steering angle obtained by the feedforward controller to calculate the final
steering wheel angle, and this wheel angle is input to TruckSim. TruckSim will provide
various parameters of the vehicle in motion to the algorithm built by Matlab/Simulink,
such as yaw rate, lateral acceleration, front wheel angle, and deviation between path
trajectory and driver’s prediction point, and then a closed-loop control is formed. Finally,
through hardware in the loop experiments, the proposed LKAS control strategy is used to
control the vehicle driving in the middle of the road line, and experiments are conducted
on three operating conditions: “without crosswind”, “crosswind without LQR control”,
and “crosswind with LQR control”, to verify the effectiveness of the LKAS control strategy.
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Figure 1. Control strategy flowchart for simulation.

2.1.2. Road Model and Crosswind

According to GB/T 41796-2022 [17], the test road is designed as a straight and curved
composite road. In this study, the vehicle is driving straight in the first 4 s, then from 4 s
to 20 s is the curved part, which is divided into fixed curvature and variable curvature.
The curvature radius of the fixed curvature part is 500 m, the variable curvature part is the
connection section of the straight and the fixed curvature part of the bend, and its curvature
changes linearly with the length of the curve, gradually increasing from 0 to 0.002 m−1 (the
rate of change is less than 4 × 10−5 m−2). The test road is shown in Figure 2, where S0,
S1, and S2 are the straight part, the variable curvature part, and the fixed curvature part,
respectively, the road width, d, is 10 m, and the road adhesion coefficient is 0.85.

Since the step crosswind has simple mathematical properties and permits analysis of
the vehicle’s response to a linearized equation of motion [18], in this study, a step crosswind
was selected for simulation. Figure 2 presents the direction of the crosswind, where the
wind velocity was 40 km/h. In the simulation, from t = 0~4 s, the vehicle was on a straight
road; from t = 4~6 s, the vehicle was subjected to a crosswind for 2 s, and from t = 6 s to the
end, the crosswind was removed from the simulation. Throughout the entire process, the
relevant parameters of vehicle lateral stability will be observed.
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2.1.3. Linear Two-Degrees-of-Freedom Vehicle Dynamics Model

Since the LKAS primarily focuses on the lateral motion of the vehicle, an accurate
vehicle lateral dynamics model is required. In this study, a linear two-degrees-of-freedom
vehicle dynamics model was adopted, which includes the vehicle’s lateral motion along the
y-axis and yaw motion along the z-axis. The linear two-degrees-of-freedom vehicle model
is illustrated in Figure 3.
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First, the forces acting in the y-direction and the torques along the z-axis of the vehicle
were analyzed to establish the equilibrium equations:{

Fy = m
( ..
y + vx

..
ϕ
)

Mz = I
..
ϕ

, (1)

where m, y, vx, and ϕ are the mass, lateral displacement, longitudinal velocity, and yaw
angle of the vehicle, respectively, and I is the moment of inertia of the vehicle along
the z-axis.

Based on Figure 3, the resultant force acting on the vehicle in the y-direction and the
moment around the center of mass can be obtained as:{

Fy = Fy f cos δ f + Fyr
I

..
ϕ = aFy f cos δ f − bFyr

, (2)
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where, Fyf and Fyr are the lateral reaction forces from the ground on the front and rear
wheels, respectively, δ f is the steering angle of the front wheels, and a and b are the distances
from the vehicle’s center of mass to the front and rear axles, respectively.

Considering that the lateral tire forces are approximately linearly related to the tire
slip angles when the slip angles are small, the lateral force can be calculated using the
following equation: {

Fy f = C f α f
Fyr = Crαr

, (3)

where Cf and Cr are the front and rear tire stiffnesses, respectively, and af and ar are the
front and rear tire slip angles, respectively.

Assuming that the steering angle is very small and approaches 1◦, Equations (1)–(3) yield:{
m
( ..
y + vx

..
ϕ
)
= C f α f + Crαr

I
..
ϕ = aC f α f − bCrαr

. (4)

Based on the linear two-degrees-of-freedom vehicle model and assuming small sideslip
angles, the following equation can be obtained: α f =

.
ϕa+vy

vx
− δ f

αr =
vy−

.
ϕb

vx

, (5)

where vy is the lateral velocity of the vehicle.
By combining Equations (1)–(5), the linear two-degrees-of-freedom dynamic model

can be derived as: [ ..
y
..
ϕ

]
=

 C f +Cr
mvx

aC f−bCr
mvx

− vx
aC f−bCr

Ivx

a2C f +b2Cr
Ivx

[ .
y
.
ϕ

]
+

[
−C f

m
− aCr

I

]
δ f . (6)

2.1.4. Vehicle Lateral Tracking Deviation Model

To determine the lateral control deviation of the vehicle during autonomous driving,
the established linear two-degrees-of-freedom vehicle dynamics model was transformed
into a lateral tracking deviation model using coordinate transformation. The vehicle lateral
tracking deviation model is illustrated in Figure 4.
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First, the heading angle deviation, eϕ, is obtained as:

eϕ = ϕh − ϕr, (7)

where ϕh and ϕr are the actual and ideal vehicle heading angles, respectively.
Next, based on Figure 4, the deviation of the vehicle’s lateral acceleration,

.
ed, can be

derived as:
.
ed = vxeϕ + vy, (8)

Finally, by combining Equations (7) and (8) with the linear two-degrees-of-freedom
vehicle model, the vehicle lateral deviation model is obtained as:

..
ed =

(C f + Cr

mvx

)
.
ed +

(
−

C f + Cr

m

)
eϕ +

( aC f − bCr

mvx

)
.
eϕ+

( aC f − bCr

mvx
− vx

)
.
ϕr +

(
−

C f

m

)
δ f , (9)

..
eϕ =

( aC f − bCr

Ivx

)
.
ed +

(
−

aC f − bCr

I

)
eϕ +

(
a2C f + b2Cr

Ivx

)
.
eϕ +

(
a2C f + b2Cr

Ivx

)
.
ϕr +

(
− aCr

I

)
δ f . (10)

Subsequently, the state-space equation is derived as:

.
X = AX + BU + C

.
ϕr, (11)

where A =


0 1 0 0

0
C f +Cr

mvx
−C f +Cr

m
aC f−bCr

mvx
0 0 0 1

0
aC f−bCr

Ivx
− aC f−bCr

I
a2C f +b2Cr

Ivx

, X =


ed.
ed
eϕ.
eϕ

, B =


0

−C f
m

0
− aCr

I

, U =
[
δ f

]
,

and C =


0

aC f−bCr
mvx

− vx

0
a2C f +b2Cr

Ivx

.

2.1.5. Path-Tracking Preview Model

To describe the relationship between the vehicle and the road, an appropriate preview
model must be established [19]. During path tracking, there exists a predicted deviation
between the driver’s line of sight and the centerline of the road, including the heading
and lateral position deviations at the prediction point. The path-tracking preview model is
illustrated in Figure 5.
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Based on the geometric relationship in Figure 5, the following equation can be derived:

yh =
Lm

cos
(

arcsin
(

Lh
Lm

)) , (12)

where yh is the lateral deviation, Lm is the preview distance, and Lh is the deviation
between the path trajectory and the driver’s prediction point. Considering the issue
of insufficient vehicle steering, a PID (proportional integral derivative) controller was
employed to optimize the lateral error and address this problem.

2.2. LKAS Control Strategy
2.2.1. LQR Controller

The main objective of the LQR controller is to determine the optimal control gains
to achieve optimal control of the system [20]. The discrete state-space equation is ob-
tained by applying the midpoint and forward Euler methods to discretize the state and
control variables:

X(k + 1) = ATX(k) + BTU(k), (13)

where AT =
(

E− AT
2

)−1(
E + AT

2

)−1
, BT = BT, E is the identity matrix, X(k) is the state

variable of the system at time k, and U(k) is the control variable required by the system at
time k.

To improve the control performance, a target function is assumed:

J = ∑∞
k

(
XT

k QXk + UT
k YUk

)
, (14)

where Xk is the system state variable, Uk is the system control variable, and Q and Y are the
weighted matrix coefficients for the system state and control variables, respectively. The
problem now is to find the control law such that the cost function (14) is minimized under
the constraint conditions.

The feedback controller for the LQR controller is:

U(k) = −KX(k), (15)

where K =
(

Y + BT
T PB−1

T

)−1
BT

T PAT is the gain matrix of the feedback controller, in which
P is the positive definite solution to the Riccati equation. The Riccati equation is as follows:

P = Q− AT
T PBT

(
Y + BT

T PBT

)−1
BT

T PAT + AT
T PAT . (16)

By incorporating the combined deviation matrix, er, of the lateral position and heading
angle deviations, δ f , into the system state variable and the front wheel steering angle
into the control variable, the LQR control law based on the front wheel steering angle is
derived as: 

δ f (k) = −Ker(k)
K =

[
k1 k2 k3 k4

]
er =

[
ed

.
ed eϕ

.
eϕ

] , (17)

where K is the gain matrix of the LQR controller and er is the combined deviation matrix.

2.2.2. Feedforward Controller Based on LQR

To eliminate the steady-state errors that occur when optimizing the front wheel steering
angle using the LQR controller [21], Equation (11) is combined with Equations (15) and (17)
to obtain the steady-state errors of the system:

.
er = Aer + C

.
ϕr + B

(
δ f − Ker

)
. (18)
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Observing Equation (18), it can be noticed that even when
.
er = er = 0, steady-state errors

still exist. Therefore, an appropriate front wheel steering angle needs to be determined to
set er = 0. By solving Equation (18), the following expression is obtained:

δ f =

.
ϕr
vx

[
a + b− bk3 −

mv2
x

a + b

(
b

C f
+

a
Cr

k3 −
a

Cr

)]
, (19)

where k3 is the gain coefficient in the first row and third column of gain matrix K.

2.2.3. Kalman Filter

The Kalman filter is a recursive minimum variance estimation method that efficiently
manages real-time signals in control systems [22]. It is widely used in linear systems, and
the discrete and continuous forms of these systems can be mutually converted. Suppose
that the state variable x ∈ Rn can be used to estimate and discretize the entire control
process. Then, the discrete stochastic differential equation is used to express the system
state, xk, and the observation value, zk:{

xk = Sxk−1 + Guk−1 + wk−1
zk = Hxk + vk

, (20)

where uk is the control vector, S is the state transition matrix, G is a random signal of the
control input matrix, H is the state observation matrix, and wk and vk are process excitation
and observation noises, respectively. Normally distributed white Gaussian noises can be
obtained as: {

wk = N(0, Mk)
vk = N(0, Ok)

, (21)

where Mk and Ok are the covariance matrices of the process excitation and observation
noises, respectively.

The predicted value of the system state, xk, and the optimal estimate of the state, xk,
can be expressed as: {

xk = Sxk−1 + Guk
xk = xk + Kk

(
zk − Hxk

) , (22)

because the estimation principle of the Kalman filter is to minimize Dk, the covariance of
xk, making it increasingly close to the true value. Then, the cost function, Jk, is established:

Jk = ∑min Dk (23)

By combining Equations (22) and (23), the filter gain of the Kalman filter, estimation
error variance, and state estimation covariance are calculated:

1. Kalman filter gain:

Kk = D−k HT
(

HD−k HT + Ok

)−1
. (24)

2. Estimation error variance:
Dk = (E− Kk Hk)D−k . (25)

3. State estimation covariance:

D−k+1 = SDkST + Mk. (26)
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2.2.4. Sideslip Angle Observer

Based on the linear two-degrees-of-freedom vehicle model and the Kalman filter, the
state and measurement equations of the sideslip angle observer are obtained:

F =

 C f +Cr
mvx

aC f−bCr

mv2
x
− 1

aC f−bCr
I

a2C f +b2Cr
Ivx

+

[
− C f

mvx

− aCr
I

]
δ f

W =

[
C f +Cr

m
aC f−bCr

mvx
0 1

]
+

[
−C f

m
0

]
δ f

. (27)

Thus, the initial state of the system is obtained:

F =
[
0 0

]
. (28)

2.3. Hardware-in-the-Loop Test

The effectiveness of the proposed LKAS control strategy was verified by the hardware-
in-the-loop test, where the test bench consisted of six main components: upper computer,
lower computer, interface system, steering column, steering motor controller, and servo
motor controller. In the upper computer, the TruckSim 2019 (Mechanical Simulation Corp.,
Ann Arbor, MI, USA) vehicle dynamics, road environment, and Matlab/Simulink R2016a
(MathWorks, Natick, MA, USA) control models were established. The linear two-degrees-
of-freedom vehicle dynamics model and the vehicle lateral tracking deviation model were
used in the control algorithm built in Matlab/Simulink. The vehicle dynamic model was
selected from the model base provided by TruckSim, the parameters of the vehicle model
are listed in Table 1, and the road model was designed as discussed in Section 2.1.1. The
longitudinal vehicle speed, lateral acceleration, and preview deviation were obtained
from the TruckSim vehicle model. Matlab/Simulink and TruckSim were connected and
interacted in the VeriStand 2017 environment (National Instruments Corp., Austin, TX,
USA). The lower computer utilized the National Instruments PXI system to run the real-
time simulation program created by the upper computer. The interface system transmitted
the steering angle calculated by the LKAS control strategy to the servo motor controller
through controller area network signals. The servo motor controller converted the received
data into hexadecimal format and sent this to the steering motor to control the steering
angle. Simultaneously, the steering angle signal acquired by the steering wheel angle
sensor was input to the PXI real-time system. The hardware-in-the-loop process flowchart
is shown in Figure 6.

Table 1. Vehicle parameters.

Parameters Values

Vehicle mass, m (kg) 5760
Moment of inertia along z-axis, Iz

(
kg·m2) 348,23.2

Equivalent side stiffness of front tires, C f

(
N·rad−1

)
259,752

Equivalent side stiffness of rear tires, Cr

(
N·rad−1

)
259,752

Distance from center of mass to front axle, a (m) 1.25
Distance from center of mass to rear axle, b (m) 3.75
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3. Results

The lateral stability performance of the vehicle was judged by comparing the sideslip
angle, yaw rate, and lateral acceleration during driving, because they are important param-
eters to characterize the lateral stability of the vehicle, and whether the vehicle is in a stable
state during driving can be seen through these parameters.

In the first condition, without crosswind, that was under normal driving conditions
without any lateral interference, the LKAS strategy could control the vehicle to track the
target path on the test road, so that the vehicle was kept in the middle of the road line,
where the vehicle was driven at a speed of 80 km/h. As shown in Figure 7, from 4 s to 20 s,
the vehicle was on the curved part of the test road and was constantly adjusting its position,
so the lateral position deviation was also increased with the continuous changes. However,
the LKAS control strategy can maintain the accuracy of the lateral position deviation at
the millimeter level, and the vehicle was smoothly kept in the middle of the road line.
Therefore, the designed LKAS control strategy exhibited high precision.

Appl. Sci. 2023, 13, 9891 10 of 15 
 

 

Figure 6. Hardware-in-the-loop flowchart. 

3. Results 

The lateral stability performance of the vehicle was judged by comparing the sideslip 

angle, yaw rate, and lateral acceleration during driving, because they are important pa-

rameters to characterize the lateral stability of the vehicle, and whether the vehicle is in a 

stable state during driving can be seen through these parameters. 

In the first condition, without crosswind, that was under normal driving conditions 

without any lateral interference, the LKAS strategy could control the vehicle to track the 

target path on the test road, so that the vehicle was kept in the middle of the road line, 

where the vehicle was driven at a speed of 80 km/h. As shown in Figure 7, from 4 s to 20 

s, the vehicle was on the curved part of the test road and was constantly adjusting its 

position, so the lateral position deviation was also increased with the continuous changes. 

However, the LKAS control strategy can maintain the accuracy of the lateral position de-

viation at the millimeter level, and the vehicle was smoothly kept in the middle of the road 

line. Therefore, the designed LKAS control strategy exhibited high precision. 

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22

0.026

0.028

0.030

0.032

0.034

0.036

0.038

0.040

0.042

L
at

er
al

 p
o

si
ti

o
n

 d
ev

ia
ti

o
n

 (
m

)

Time (s)
 

Figure 7. Vehicle lateral position deviation. 

In the other conditions, when the crosswind interference was considered, the LKAS 

strategy controlled the vehicle to track the target path on the test road, so that the vehicle 

remained in the middle of the road line, the maximum crosswind speed was 40 km/h, 

Figure 7. Vehicle lateral position deviation.

In the other conditions, when the crosswind interference was considered, the LKAS
strategy controlled the vehicle to track the target path on the test road, so that the vehicle
remained in the middle of the road line, the maximum crosswind speed was 40 km/h,
and the vehicle was traveling at 80 km/h. As shown in Figure 8, The vehicle began to
enter the curve at 4 s after being affected by the crosswind. However, the steering angle
quickly adjusted after 0.1 s, enabling the vehicle to continue tracking the path with high
precision. The maximum steering angle with LQR control was 30◦ during the crosswind
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disturbance, while the maximum steering angle without LQR control reached 40◦. After
leaving the crosswind zone, the vehicle with LQR control quickly stabilized to 19◦ after 1 s,
while the vehicle without LQR control continued to oscillate. The sideslip angle, yaw rate,
and lateral acceleration of the vehicle are shown in Figures 9–11, respectively. As shown in
Figure 9, the sideslip angle of the vehicle using the LQR control strategy had a significant
adjustment and changed quickly, and the amplitude change of the lateral acceleration was
smaller than that of the vehicle without the use of LQR control. Then, starting from the
6th second, the interference of crosswind disappeared, and the vehicle without the LQR
control strategy had a large fluctuation, so the vehicle was in an unstable state. As show
in Figure 10, when the crosswind disappeared from the 6th second, the rapidly rising
lateral acceleration was quickly pulled back to 0.1 m/s2 and became stable. As shown in
Figure 11, the yaw rate of the LQR-controlled vehicle responded quickly after encountering
the crosswind in the 4th second, and after leaving the crosswind zone, the yaw rate rapidly
became stable. Meanwhile, the compared parameters of the vehicle without LQR control
were slow to respond when it encountered crosswind interference at 4 s, and the amplitude
of the adjustment was higher. After leaving the crosswind area, the vehicle did not quickly
enter a stable state but kept oscillating, so the vehicle was in an unstable state. Therefore,
by comparing the differences in the sideslip angle, lateral acceleration, and yaw rate of
the vehicle when driving on a curved road while being disturbed by crosswinds, it can
be seen that the LQR control strategy can ensure that the vehicle can drive smoothly on
the test road when disturbed by crosswinds, without instability, which further proves the
effectiveness of the designed LKAS control strategy.
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Figure 8. Steering angle. 

Figure 8. Steering angle.

Figure 12 presents the experimental results of the desired and actual steering angles.
A slight deviation between the desired and actual steering angles can be observed, which
is attributed to the presence of friction in the real steering system and the time response of
the motor. Therefore, in the future, it is necessary to conduct actual vehicle tests to further
test the feasibility of the LKAS control strategy.
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4. Discussion

This study focused on the use of a LKAS control strategy in crosswind environments
to control vehicles to drive smoothly in the middle of the road lines on straight and curved
composite roads. Through the test results, it can be seen that when the vehicle entered
the curve at the 4th second and encountered crosswind, the sideslip angle and lateral
acceleration of the vehicle with LQR control were more stable and less fluctuating than
those without LQR control, and the yaw rate changed less and more smoothly with LQR
control, which increased by 66.7% compared to without LQR control, thereby improving
the lateral stability of the vehicle in the crosswind environment.

However, due to the limitations of the conditions, there are still some shortcomings
in the safety analysis of trucks, mainly because this study used step wind, whereas the
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actual crosswind environment is mostly unstable wind, the wind strength on the vehicle is
different at different times and seasons, and there are environmental problems including
rainy days, snow days, etc., which have a greater impact on the safety of trucks. In future
experimental research, it is necessary to build a more reasonable, effective, and realistic
simulation environment, conduct more detailed experiments, and analyze the results, to
further improve the theoretical system.

5. Conclusions

This study proposed an LKAS control strategy based on the LQR. To determine
the appropriate front wheel steering angle and enable the vehicle to smoothly remain
in the center of the lane under crosswind conditions, a path-tracking preview algorithm
was used to calculate the lateral position deviation. However, this method did not yield
satisfactory control results under complex conditions with boundary constraints. Therefore,
an LQR algorithm was established for optimal control. However, optimization resulted
in steady-state errors. Thus, a feedforward controller based on the LQR and a linear two-
degrees-of-freedom vehicle model were developed to eliminate the steady-state errors. To
achieve more accurate control, a sideslip angle observer based on the Kalman filter and a
lateral tracking deviation model of the vehicle were used to estimate the sideslip angle and
yaw rate deviations. The proposed control strategy was verified through a combination of
simulations using TruckSim and Matlab/Simulink and hardware-in-the-loop experiments.
The results demonstrated that the method effectively kept the vehicle in the center of
the lane under crosswind conditions, indicating robust performance. However, no actual
vehicle testing was conducted here, and further research is needed on the application of
the LKAS control strategy in actual vehicles.
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