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Abstract: Recently, there has been a surge in interest surrounding the field of distributed edge com-
puting resource scheduling. Notably, applications like intelligent traffic systems and Internet of
Things (IoT) intelligent monitoring necessitate the effective scheduling and migration of distributed
resources. In addressing this challenge, distributed resource scheduling must weigh the costs associ-
ated with resource scheduling, aiming to identify an optimal strategy amid various feasible solutions.
Different application scenarios introduce diverse optimization objectives, including considerations
such as cost, transmission delay, and energy consumption. While current research predominantly
focuses on the optimization problem of local resource scheduling, there is a recognized need for
increased attention to global resource scheduling. This paper contributes to the field by defining a
global resource scheduling problem for distributed edge computing, demonstrating its NP-Hard
nature through proof. To tackle this complex problem, the paper proposes a heuristic solution strategy
based on the ant colony algorithm (ACO), with optimization of ACO parameters achieved through
the use of particle swarm optimization (PSO). To assess the effectiveness of the proposed algorithm,
an experimental comparative analysis is conducted. The results showcase the algorithm’s notable
accuracy and efficient iteration cost performance, highlighting its potential applicability and benefits
in the realm of distributed edge computing resource scheduling.

Keywords: resource scheduling; distributed systems; edge computing

1. Introduction

The application scope of global resource scheduling in distributed edge computing is
extensive. Existing research predominantly emphasizes optimization objectives such as
maximizing resource utilization, load balancing, minimizing latency, and reducing energy
consumption. However, there is a pressing need for more effective definitions of resource
quality, particularly concerning tasks and data, within the constraints imposed. For instance,
Figure 1a illustrates a scenario within an intelligent traffic system. In such a system, diverse
edge computing nodes are distributed across different regions, monitoring locally owned
traffic resources such as traffic police, rescue vehicles, and ambulances. These nodes submit
real-time resource scheduling requests based on the prevailing traffic situation. In Figure 1a,
both Node B and Node C require Resource 3, and there exist multiple feasible options for
allocating Resource 3 among these nodes. Figure la exemplifies a scenario in the field
of Internet of Things (IoT) edge computing. Base Station A receives data from Sensors 1,
Sensor 2, and Sensor 3, and must determine the target base station to which the data from
each sensor should be forwarded. For instance, the decision of where Base Station A should
forward the data from Sensor 1 is crucial. From a global perspective, minimizing latency
becomes the optimization objective, considering that all data are ultimately transferred.
In these scenarios, the consideration of resource quality, akin to resource price, becomes
imperative. The existence of different resource prices further complicates the challenge
posed by the global resource scheduling problem.
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Figure 1. The case of large-scale distributed resource migration and scheduling.

Several scholars have undertaken extensive research on large-scale distributed re-
source migration and dispatching, each based on different application scenarios [1-3].
For instance, Jia et al. [4] proposed a two-layer distributed collaborative evolution (DCE)
architecture with adaptive computing resources for large-scale optimization. Experimental
studies demonstrated that the proposed distributed architecture exhibits high scalability
and efficiency. Askarizade et al. [5] utilized virtualization technology to apply a hybrid
approach to resource management. This technology employs the K average cluster to the
mapper and a micro-genetic algorithm to enhance the ramming method. The research
indicated that KMGA technology effectively reduces energy consumption in data centers
and maintains continuous service quality, providing a favorable compromise. Additionally,
compared with particle swarm optimization (PSO) and similar hybrid technologies based
on genetic algorithms, it minimizes the number of virtual machine migrations and gen-
eration time. Yuan et al. [6] established an intelligent manufacturing workshop resource
dispatch model. They improved non-dominating sorting genetic algorithms (NSGA-II),
selected evaluation functions based on sorting levels and congestion, and introduced a
competitive mechanism. The generation of new groups was based on process and machine-
based random mutation strategies and cross-methods. An improved elite retention strategy,
a variable proportional method to determine probability, and a layered analysis method
to decide the optimal solution were incorporated. The efficacy and superiority of the im-
proved algorithm were validated through benchmark case tests and real-world production
and processing challenges. However, existing research faces certain challenges, mainly
characterized by the following: firstly, a relatively limited focus on global optimization;
secondly, a tendency towards single optimization goals, typically centering on specific
factors like delay and energy consumption; and thirdly, a lack of consideration for dynamic
change parameters during the optimization process.

Current research predominantly centers on proposing optimization scheduling so-
lutions tailored to specific application scenarios, highlighting a need for more extensive
exploration of a unified global scheduling model. This gap is particularly evident in the
following aspects: Firstly, existing optimization models lack generality and a standardized
mathematical definition for the global resource scheduling problem in edge computing.
Secondly, current optimization scheduling methods need to adequately consider resource
diversity and account for constraints on scheduling different qualities of resources. Thirdly,
most research falls under static scheduling and needs to consider dynamic parameter
changes adequately.



Appl. Sci. 2023,13, 12490

3 0f20

To address these challenges, this paper introduces a global resource scheduling prob-
lem for distributed edge computing and presents a solution algorithm. The primary
motivations for this paper include:

(1) Definition of the global resource scheduling problem: In contrast to existing research,
this paper incorporates two factors into the optimization objective: resource prices
and migration costs. Depending on different application scenarios, migration costs
may include latency and load balancing. Innovative constraints, such as the price
budget constraint, are introduced within the context of resource scheduling. The
paper conducts a computational complexity analysis and proves that the problem
is NP-Hard.

(2) Ant colony optimization (ACO)-based adaptive dynamic scheduling algorithm: Rec-
ognizing the difficulty of solving NP-Hard problems in polynomial time, this paper
proposes an ACO-based adaptive dynamic scheduling algorithm. ACO converges
quickly and is less likely to get stuck in local optima. However, the method’s perfor-
mance is constrained by parameter settings, and ant colony optimization involves
numerous parameters that could be challenging to set manually. Therefore, the paper
leverages a particle swarm optimization (PSO) approach to optimize parameters
during the ACO process, enhancing the reasonableness of parameter settings for
each iteration.

(3) Comparative analysis with general methods: The paper conducts a comparative
analysis of the proposed algorithm with standard methods, including basic ACO
algorithms, genetic algorithms (GA), and ACO-GA algorithms. The algorithms are
compared in terms of accuracy and iteration cost.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 presents an overview of
the relevant research work. Section 3 defines the global resource scheduling problem and
analyzes its computational complexity. Section 4 introduces an adaptive dynamic schedul-
ing algorithm based on the ant colony algorithm and utilizes particle swarm optimization
for parameter optimization. Section 5 establishes an experimental platform and conducts a
comparative analysis of algorithm performance. Finally, Section 6 provides a summary of
the work presented in this paper.

2. Related Work

Currently, the research focus in distributed resource scheduling is broad and en-
compasses various domains. These include network data flow scheduling [7], cloud
computing [8], language processing [9], energy scheduling [10], blockchain [11], vehicular
edge computing [12], and other fields [13]. The classification of related research work is
summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Summary of related work.

Number

Category

Description Literature

3

Resource scheduling

Routing scheduling

Resource scheduling is an important research area in edge computing, involving
how to effectively manage and allocate computational resources in distributed
systems to achieve performance optimization, load balancing, and maximized
resource utilization.

Research in the context of edge computing with a mesh topology focuses on deter-
mining the optimal path for migrating edge computing tasks within a distributed
resource environment. Studies in this area primarily emphasize performance
metrics such as low latency and high reliability.

Network scheduling in edge computing is a critical research area aimed at optimizing

[14-23]

Network scheduling  resource management and task scheduling within the edge computing environment [28-31]

to meet the growing computational demands and enhance user experience.
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(1) Resource scheduling

Shen et al. [14] transformed the multi-virtual machine scheduling problem into a
structured combinatorial optimization problem, approaching it as a reinforcement learn-
ing problem. They introduced a reinforcement learning algorithm with an incremental
reward scheme and a scenario-guided sampling strategy. Goudarzi et al. [15] proposed
an optimization model for computing resource allocation that utilizes cooperative evolu-
tionary computation. This model addresses the joint optimization problem of queue-based
computation offloading and adaptive computing resource allocation. The method ensures
task computation latency for all mobile nodes (MNs) within a time block, optimizes the
total accessibility rates of MNs, and reduces energy consumption for both unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) and MNs, all while meeting the constraints of task computation.
In [16], regional optimization of the irrigation plan is achieved by combining a multiob-
jective algorithm with the exponential efficiency coefficient method. Ref. [17] proposes
several optimization attributes based on high-end equipment development characteristics,
and designs an effective heuristic algorithm. Given that the resource-constrained project
scheduling problem is NP-Hard, three problem neighborhoods are constructed, and a
variable neighborhood search algorithm is developed for problem resolution. Wu et al. [18]
addressed issues in the employee evaluation mechanism of enterprises. They improved the
current evaluation model based on neural networks and analytic hierarchy process, scien-
tifically evaluating the matching degree of employees’ abilities and job requirements. This
is achieved by learning the radial basis function (RBF) neural network model for optimal
employee-job matching and migration. Yuan et al. [19] studied the scheduling method of
dynamic service resources in a cloud manufacturing environment. This method aims at
time, cost, quality, and capacity and establishes an optimal scheduling model for emotional
service resources. ACO is improved, and GA functions are used to optimize the objec-
tive function. A GA-based optimization fusion algorithm is proposed to solve the model.
Wang et al. [20] proposed a distributed particle swarm optimization (PSO) method extended
to large-scale cloud workflow scheduling. This method divides the entire population into
multiple groups, employing the master—slave multigroup distributed model to co-evolve
these groups into a distributed PSO (DPSO) to enhance algorithm diversity. The DPSO
adopts a dynamic group learning (DGL) strategy to balance diversity and convergence.
Jiang et al. [21] proposed a distributed intelligent resource scheduling (DIRS) framework
to minimize the sum of task delay and energy consumption. The scheduling problem
is formulated as a mixed-integer nonlinear programming. Maab et al. [22] proposed an
intelligent metaheuristic optimization model to address the problem of low-quality service
and achieved the optimization of time and precision in task unloading through PSO on
GPU. Zhang et al. [23] introduced a coevolutionary algorithm with function-independent
decomposition (FID). For large-scale problems, the binary code of the original model is con-
verted to integer code to reduce dimensionality, and a new FID is designed to decompose
the problem effectively.

(2) Routing scheduling

Routing scheduling research finds wide-ranging applications in engineering, such as
urban vehicle scheduling and robot path planning in intelligent factories [24]. Jahic et al. [25]
introduced a scheduling model for urban bus charging, considering a heterogeneous fleet
of electric buses with different battery capacities. The optimized scheduling method
aims to minimize the number of buses charged simultaneously, thereby reducing the
peak load. Li et al. [26] proposed a time scheduling method for fixed line-oriented urban
bus departures. They proved the NP-hardness of the scheduling problem, simplified it
as a variant of a k-clustering problem, and provided a practical application of dynamic
programming. Mousa et al. [27] proposed parallelizing particle swarm optimization based
on a graphics processing unit (GPU) to balance cluster sizes and identify the shortest path.
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Farahbakhsh et al. [28] introduced a context-aware offloading problem for multiple
users based on Bayesian learning automata (BLA). BLA is employed to learn all states and
actions within the network, subsequently enhancing the offloading algorithm. Contex-
tual information is gathered through autonomous management in a monitoring—analysis—
planning—execution loop throughout all offloading processes. Agiwal et al. [29] studied
current 4G-5G interworking solutions, analyzed the practical application feasibility and
challenges of various interworking solutions, discussed the possibility of spectrum sharing
between 4G and 5G wireless networks, and explored the migration path to 5G independent
networks. Son et al. [30] proposed a dynamic resource allocation algorithm for virtual
network functions (VNFs). The algorithm considers the latency requirements of different
applications in the service function chain, allowing delay-sensitive applications to reduce
end-to-end network latency through edge resources. Zhao et al. [31] proposed an adaptive
distributed scheduling algorithm on resource-constrained edge clusters of the Internet of
Things. The algorithm utilizes a convolutional neural network (CNN) to optimize the dis-
tributed resource scheduling problem, using minimum memory occupation as the objective
function. This method adopts a new work scheduling process to improve data reuse and
reduce overall execution delay.

In summary, current research spans various fields, encompassing intelligent grids [32],
smart mining [33], smart factories [34], and more. However, a predominant trend in
current research is the concentration on a singular optimization goal, such as minimizing
delay or finding the shortest path. Different engineering application scenarios present
distinct challenges, and their solution methods vary accordingly. Therefore, the design of
optimization methods should align with specific requirements dictated by the nature of
each application.

3. System Formulation
3.1. Problem Definition

The topology of the system is illustrated in Figure 2. Each resource node in the figure
can represent any entity with resources, such as an intelligent edge node or an IoT base
station as shown in Figure 1. Each resource node possesses multiple resources of the same
type, and each resource is characterized by two key attributes (C, P). Here, C denotes the
quantity of resources the entity owns. If it is a positive number, the entity possesses C
resources; if it is zero or negative, the entity must request at least C resources. The attribute
P represents the resource price. If C > 0, then P signifies the unit price of the resource;
if C <0, P represents the total resource budget requested. The weight value of the edge
connecting any two nodes represents the contribution value of resource migration between
them. This value primarily reflects factors such as the distance between nodes, migration
history, and other relevant information. The value is automatically updated with each
node resource migration. In Figure 2, nodes A and B are part of the same cell, denoted by
dotted lines, indicating that the distance cost of resource migration (or communication cost
in IoT edge computing applications) between these two nodes is relatively small. As an
illustrative example, consider that node A requires at least three No. 0 resources, with a
total budget of 23. Nodes B, C, and D each possess No. 0 resources, where the unit price of
node D is 9, and node B is 8. If three resources are obtained from either D or B, we have
3 x9 > 23 and 3 x 8 > 23, which do not meet the budget requirements. Therefore, only
one part can be selected from D and B. In this example, there are multiple options, such as
migrating 2 No. 0 resources from B and 1 No. 0 resource from C, resulting in a total cost
of 2 x 8 + 1 x 7 = 23, meeting the budget requirements. Alternatively, we can migrate 1
No. 0 resource from B, C, and D, respectively, resulting in a total cost of 8§ +7 +9 = 24.
As the number of nodes and resource types increases, when multiple nodes are involved
in resource migration, ensuring the minimum scheduling cost for each node becomes a
challenging global optimization problem.
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Figure 2. Topology of the problem.

Suppose there are I nodes in total, and each node has the same | resource type. Vi €
{0,1,...,1—-1},j€{0,1,...,]—1}, C;,j represents the quantity of the j-th resource of the
i-th node; P;; represents the unit price of the j-th resource at the i-th node.
vi, i’ € {0,1,..., -1} Ni #1, L; represents the migration cost between node i and
node i’. Suppose maxP and maxL are used to represent the upper limit of resource unit
price and migration cost; then the quality of service (QoS) function of node i requesting 7/
migration resource j is shown as follows:

’ 1
Qi) = % Gmy w1 — ) )
maxL

maxP

where « is a balance factor used to set the importance of price and migration cost according
to user needs, where X; ;(j) represents the number of resource j migrated from node j to
node i. L; 7 is not fixed. It includes the migration distance between nodes i and #’, historical
migration records, etc. After each migration, we can modify the value of L; s according
to the results of the previous migration. The modification principles can be determined
according to the actual situation in specific engineering applications. For example, for the
edge computing scenario of intelligent transportation, if the last scheduling effect between
two edge nodes is good, L; y can be increased; otherwise, it can be reduced.

Definition 1. For given I,],C, P, L, we can define a global resource scheduling problem of dis-
tributed edge computing as follows:

1-171-1]J-1
maxy_ Y Y Qi)
i=0 =0 j=0
s.t. VCZ‘J‘ <0
-1
Y X;i(j) > =G, 2)
=0

I-1
Pi,j Z Z Xi,i’ (]) X Pi’,j (3)
i'=0
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3.2. Computational Complexity Analysis

Forgiven I, ],C,P,L,weuse S(I,],C, P, L) to represent the solution function of the global
resource scheduling problem of distributed edge computing. We have the following theorem:

Theorem 1. Problem S(I,],C,P, L) is NP-Hard.

Let us prove theorem 1. According to definition 1, we define subproblem S’ of
problem S:

Definition 2. Let | = 1, and in Formula (1), let « = 0, maxy. Therefore, the price P has no
meaning for the objective function Q, so the subproblem S'(I1,1,C,P,L) of problem S can be
described as:

-11-1
maxz Z Q,#(0)

i=0 /=0
s.t. VCZ‘,O <0
I-1
Y X;#(0) > —Cig 4
i'=0
-1
Py > Y X;#(0) x Py 5)
=0

1
, L Ly #£0
ZUhETe Qi,i’ (]) = { éz,z/ L” —0
ij —

We have the following theorem:
Theorem 2. Problem S'(1,1,C, P, L) is NP-Hard.
Proof. To prove theorem 2, we need to find a known NP-C problem and then prove that the
problem can be reduced to problem S’. A 0-1 knapsack problem is proposed and proved to
be an NP-C problem [35]. O
Definition 3. There are N items and a backpack with a capacity of K. The weight of the i-th item is

wli], and the value is v[i]. The function x[i| = {1,0} represents whether the item is packed. Then,
the 0-1 knapsack problem is expressed as:

N-1
st Y (wli] x x[i]) <K (6)
i=0

For given N items and knapsack capacity X, we use the function G(N, K, w,v) to
represent the 0-1 knapsack problem. For problem G, any input N, K, w, v, we will convert
it to the input of §'; the principle is as follows:

For problem &', let I = N+1,Cop =0, Pop =K. Vie {1,2,...,] —1},1etCip =1,
P =wi 1, Loi= 5= (%)

We need to prove that the same output can be obtained for questions G and S':

1 Suppose that the problem S’ obtains an output result X, satisfying Definition 2. Since only

Co,0 < 0, we only consider X (0). Therefore, Vi’ € {1,...,1 —1},let x[i’ — 1] = X, #(0).
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According to Formula (5) of Definition 2, we have Pyo > Zl.l,;lo Xo,7(0) x Py . In the in-
put conversion pr1nc1ple(*), we have K > Z, _ x[i' = 1] xw[i" =1]. Since = N +1,

we have K > Y0 x[i’] x w[i'], which satisfies the Formula (6) of Definition 3. There-
fore, the output of question S’ can be transformed into the output of question G.
(M)

2 Suppose that the problem G obtains an output result x, satisfying Definition 3. Vi €
{0,1,...,N —1}, let Xp;+1(0) = x][i]. According to Formula (6), we have Zfi‘ol x[i] x
w(i] < K.In the input conversion principle (%), we have Zfi 61 X0,i+1(0) X Pir19 < Pop.
Due tol = N + 1, we have Zf:_ll X0,i(0) x P;g < Pyp. Because only Cpg = 0, we have
Z XOZ (0) > 0 = —Coyy, satisfying Formula (4), Definition 2. Therefore, the output
of questlon G can be transformed into the output of question S'. (HME)

In conclusion, (M) and (HM) indicate that problem of G and S’ having the same
output. Because the input conversion process of (%) is completed in polynomial time,
Theorem 2 holds!

Since it has been proven that S’ is an NP-hard problem, the more complex problem S
must be an NP-hard problem. Theorem 1 holds.

4. Algorithm Design
4.1. Design of Heuristic Algorithm Based on ACO

Since problem S has been proven to be NP-Hard, we choose a heuristic algorithm to
solve this problem. In the heuristic algorithm, this paper chooses the ACO to design.

The ACO is an intelligent heuristic algorithm. It solves some optimization problems
by simulating the process of ants’ foraging in nature. In the whole search process, the ants
will leave pheromones on the path every time they pass through a path. The ants tend to
find the path with high pheromone concentration in the subsequent process. The higher
the concentration of pheromones, the higher the probability that the path will be selected.
The ACO was first proposed to solve the travelling salesman problem (TSP). The process
of implementing TSP with the ACO is as follows: select m ants and 7 cities, and first give
the initial pheromone concentration on the path as Ty, and then let m ants move from the
random initial city, passing through all cities once and only once, and then update the
pheromone on the path. In the next iteration, the ants will choose a path with a higher
concentration. The probability pi-‘]- (t) of the k-th and going from the i-th city to the j-th city
at time t can be expressed as follows:

B 0] L)
PZ(t) = Zsel\llk [Tis(t)]a‘[ﬂ]ﬂ J& i (7)
0 j & NE

where NX represents the next hop node-set, which node i can select in the k-th iteration.

The heuristic information 7;; is generally set as 1/d;;. Moreover, a is the relative
importance of the pheromones left in the previous iteration, j is used to measure the
importance of heuristic information, and NX is the set of possible target cities, that is, the
cities that have not been visited. We use a tour list to preserve the cities that ants have
passed through, that is, cities that can no longer be selected during the selection process.
The pheromone is updated according to the following formulas:

Ti(t+n) = (1—p) 7;(t) + AT 8
ATy = 2 AT

Ak — L% if edge(i, j) its tour
! 0 otherwise
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where p indicates the volatilization rate of the pheromone, then (1 — p) refers to the extent
to which the pheromone inherits the pheromone at the last time. It is also called the residual
factor. AT;; represents the increased concentration of pheromones on edges(i, ). Q is a
constant, and Ly represents the length of the path that the k-th ant walked in this iteration.

The traditional ACO is prone to slow convergence and may only obtain the optimal
local solution but not the optimal global solution. Moreover, for the parameters in the
traditional ACO g, B, the parameters obtained through experiments in advance are not
necessarily the optimal parameters.

In this paper, the pheromone concentration on the path composed of every two nodes
at the initial time is the same, which is a constant 75. Each edge has the same attraction
to ants at the initial time, so the probability of selecting the next node depends on the
distance d;; and the price of resources. From a global perspective, for the path with low
scheduling cost, the local shortest path length does not mean it is the optimal result. In
Figure 3, assume that [;; < [;j and ljx < I, but [y < I, it can be concluded that the
scheduling cost of each subpath is not necessarily the minimum on the path with the lowest
scheduling cost.

. K
i '

Figure 3. Example of path selection for global optimization and local optimization.

To address the challenge of the traditional ACO potentially converging to a suboptimal
solution in the large-scale distributed resource migration problem, this paper introduces
an enhanced approach. In the first iteration, the standard ACO may quickly converge to
a layout migration result with the lowest cost, potentially overlooking a set of migration
nodes that collectively offer the lowest total scheduling cost. To mitigate this issue, a
modification is made in the first iteration to prevent local nodes with a greedy selection
bias, thus avoiding premature convergence to a suboptimal local solution. The formula for
initializing pheromone distribution in this improved ACO is expressed as follows:

dixm . .
m(O):{g 7 ©)

4.2. Parameter Optimization of the ACO Based on PSO

The ACO algorithm involves several parameters, and the optimization results are
directly influenced by the setting of these parameters. Manually selecting parameter values
does not ensure optimal performance, making it crucial to find a reasonable parameter
configuration before each iteration to enhance algorithm effectiveness. To address this
challenge, this paper introduces a parameter optimization method based on PSO. This
dynamic approach optimizes parameters based on the results of each iteration, providing
an adaptive and efficient means of setting parameters for the ACO algorithm.

The PSO is a phenomenon that simulates birds searching for food. PSO has been widely
used in continuous optimization problems and discrete optimization problems [36-38]. A
population of m particles has its position in the multidimensional search space. The
particles fly at a certain speed to simulate the migration process of birds. When searching
for the target, focus on the best solution in this history search record and update the speed
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and position according to specific rules based on the best record of other particle history
searches in this group.

The position of the d-th (1 < d < m) particle in the i-th particle group is expressed as
x;4, whose speed is expressed as v;;, and whose best history is expressed as p;;. The best
record of all particles in the population is expressed as pg4. The update of particle speed
and position is based on the following two formulas:

vig = wXvg+cy xrand() X (pig — Xig)
+cp X rand() x (Pgd - xid) (10)
Xig = Xig + Vjg (11)

where w is the inertia weight, whose value determines how much of the past value of the
particle remains. Whether w is appropriate can determine whether the final solution is
enough for optimization. ¢; and ¢ are called learning factors, equivalent to measuring
the speed of particles approaching the optimal solution. The learning factor has the effect
of evaluating itself and learning other particles. rand() is a pseudorandom number in the
interval [0, 1].

In this paper, the parameters a,B of the traditional ACO are optimized by training.
Moreover, a mutation strategy is set so that when the ant selects a new node, the probability
of selecting the next hop node through the pheromone concentration is no longer an
inevitable event but has a certain probability of modifying the probability of selection.

In this algorithm, the total number of N, ants is divided into several populations,
and the number of ants in each population is the same Ns,;. Each population maintains
its pheromone matrix, which records the path between each node and the migration cost.
Then, position x and speed v are converted into parameters {a, f}; The PSO is used to
optimize these two parameters after each iteration of the ant colony algorithm as the initial
parameters of the next iteration. The value range of « is set to [1,2], and the value range of
B is set to [1,2]. So the lower bound of {«, B} is {1,1}, and ¢ is the difference between the
upper and lower bound. Set the range of particle position to [—50,50] and particle speed to
[—60, 60].

Suppose Xj is the k-th position element of the particle; then, the particle position is
converted into a parameter by the following formula.

Xk Xmin
{‘X/ﬁ} min T 0 * Xomax — Xomin (12)

The traditional PSO is improved, and w is optimized to make it dynamic.

vig = @ xvg+e; xrand() X (pig — xiq)

+e3 x rand() x (pga = xia (13)

where w(*) = W

Parameter Gy is the maximum number of iterations, w;y,; is the initial inertia weight,

and w,,, is the inertial weight value when the number of iterations reaches the maximum.

Dynamic w can achieve better results than fixed values and has more search options.

Moving in a specific direction in parameter updating is not easy, but it has more significant
opportunities to search unknown fields.

4.3. Improvement of Selection Probability

To solve the problem that the ACO can easily fall into the local optimum and converge
to a local solution quickly, we propose the idea of selective mutation. Set a variation
index (VI). Random variation will occur when the probability of selecting the next node is
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more significant than VI. She mutates the selection probability, which is half of the original
probability, and the selection probability of other nodes should also be changed accordingly.
The probability formula for selecting the next node is:

oy pi-‘]- (t) > VI

b pen(t) = psmxl%
Pij—new piﬁj(t) otherwise

(14)
where p;‘j (t) refers to the probability of selecting the next node, while pﬁ.‘jf e (1) Tefers to the
probability of selecting the next node after selection and variation. J indicates the probabil-
ity decay rate of the next node. t represents the current number of iterations. After selecting
one node changes, the probability of selecting other nodes will be normalized accordingly;
that is, the probability distribution of the final roulette selection can be obtained.

According to the Formula (14), when the value of ¢ is minimal, that is, in the first
few iterations, the value of pfj(t) has a significant attenuation. With the increasing value
of t, the probability of selecting the next node will be closer to the original unchanged
probability. The advantage of this is that when the number of iterations is small, it can
better weaken the probability of selecting the next node so that the algorithm has better
breadth and randomness when searching for nodes and avoid quickly entering the optimal
local value. With the increase in the number of iterations, the probability of modifying the
selection of the next node becomes smaller and smaller and converges faster. It can ensure
the breadth of ants searching for nodes and accelerate the speed of searching for the global
approximate optimal solution.

This approach is not entirely blind and random to find new results, which cannot
be called a random search. Because this selection mutation operation only weakens the
probability that the path with too much influence is selected, rather than discarding this
probability, it makes up the defect that the algorithm converges to the optimal local solution
too quickly.

4.4. Pheromone Updating and Improvement

The improvement of pheromone updating rules and pheromone incremental updating
rules interact. The traditional ACO for pheromone incremental updating rules converges
too slowly. The reason is that the pheromone updating is too slow, which makes the
algorithm unable to converge to the path at a low cost quickly. After analyzing the original
pheromone incremental update, Formula (8), even though the cost of different nodes
on the path is very different, the pheromone increment calculated by the formula is not
significantly different. It is meaningless to choose a better path and cannot change the
final selection strategy. Therefore, some improvements have been made to Formula (8) to
increase the difference of pheromone increments on the path with significant cost difference
so that it has a more vital ability to select multiple paths. The improved formula is as follows:

Atk = | T if edge(.l,])m its tour (15)
J 0 otherwise

where Q is constant; Ly is the length of the current path; Avg is the average cost of all
ants’ paths in this round. When the cost of an ant’s path is small, the concentration of the
pheromone update is greater than that of Q. Furthermore, when the cost of an ant’s path is
high, the concentration of the pheromone update is much smaller than that of Q, which
can highlight the difference in the pheromone update value and increase the convergence
speed of the algorithm. We have improved the pheromone updating rule to prevent the
algorithm’s convergence rate from exceeding expectations.

Tj(t+n) = (1—p) x7i(t) + p X ATyj (16)

In Algorithm 1, the heuristic algorithm flow designed in this paper is as follows:
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Initialize the parameters, randomly generate the parameters of the particle swarm
(including the speed and position of each particle), and convert the parameters
into {«, B}.

Initialize the pheromone and other parameters of the ACO; set N, ants of each ant
population on these nodes.

Make all ants in each ant population search for all nodes according to Formula (14).
Select the target node to apply for resources, modify the scheduling table, and calculate
the total cost of scheduling resources.

Calculate the total scheduling cost of each population scheduling resource, and record
the ant path corresponding to the optimal scheduling cost. The optimal scheduling
generation value is used as the fitness value of the particle. The particle with the
optimal fitness value selected is the best record of the current iteration number of the
population. Update the best record of each particle’s history and the best record of the
population’s history. After updating the speed and position according to Formula (13),
convert the position parameters to new {a, B} according to Formula (12). Update the
value of pheromone according to Formula (16).

If the number of iterations has reached the target number of iterations, stop the
iteration; if the number of iterations does not meet the requirements, re-execute
step (3).

Algorithm 1 Adaptive dynamic migration algorithm for large-scale distributed resources.

Require: Large-scale distributed network P

Ensure: Resource scheduling optimization scheme R
1: Initialize parameters of particle swarm v;y, x4, tabuy, Nsq
2 {a, B} < —0vig, Xig
3: fork < — 1to Ny, do

4: foriin P do

5: ant k choose next park

6: modify taboo list tabuy of ant k

7: if L(i) < L(known — best) then

8: replace best route

9: L(best) < — L(i)
10: Shortest route < — L(i)route
11: end if
12: activity of pheromone updating is executed
13: activity of v;4,x;; updating is excuted
14: end for
15: R updating is excuted
16: end for
17: Return R

5. Experimental Analysis

Given the characteristics of the global resource scheduling problem in distributed edge

computing, dataset preprocessing is essential to better reflect the model’s characteristics and
structure. A dataset was constructed, comprising 50 nodes located in different positions.
To assess the algorithm’s performance, several algorithms were employed for comparison,
including the greedy algorithm [39], the basic ant colony optimization (ACO) [40], the
genetic algorithm (GA) [41], and the hybrid ACO-GA algorithm (H3AGA) [42]. The
selective mutation ACO (SMACA), proposed in this paper, is then compared against
this dataset.

The current operations on this dataset include two aspects:

Accuracy comparison
To validate the accuracy of the algorithm proposed in this paper, a comparison is
made based on the objective function values of the scheduling results obtained by
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different algorithms. A higher objective function value after scheduling indicates that
the results of this algorithm are closer to the optimal solution.

2. Iteration cost comparison
The iteration cost of the algorithm refers to the number of iterations, serving as a
crucial performance metric. We establish the iteration times of different algorithms
under the same target conditions for comparison.

3. Throughput analysis
The topology of this experiment consists of 50 nodes, with connections between
each pair of nodes, forming a graph-like data structure. The edges between any two
nodes have weights, which carry different meanings in various application scenarios.
As illustrated in Figure 1, in the context of IoT edge computing, the edge weights
can represent latency, whereas in the intelligent transportation scenario, the edge
weights may denote distance. The weights of edges play a crucial role in the results of
task migration scheduling. This experiment primarily focuses on the system’s task
processing throughput, represented by the ratio of successfully scheduled tasks within
a unit of time.

Table 2 shows the algorithm parameter setting information of this experiment.

Table 2. The parameter setting of the experiment.

Id Algorithm Parameter

1 ACO T=1,p=02a=18=2m=>50,T = 1000
2 GA The crossing probability value is set as 0.75, the variation probability is 0.05,
the population size is 1000, and the chromosome length is 50.

The accuracy of the algorithm is assessed based on the objective function value. A
higher objective function value indicates better accuracy for the algorithm under the same
iteration number. In Figure 4, the x-axis represents the iteration number of the algorithm,
while the y-axis represents the objective function value of different algorithms under the
same iteration number. In the initial iterations, the accuracy of the GA is notably lower than
the other three algorithms. However, with a gradual increase in the number of iterations,
the accuracy of the GA improves. Compared with the three algorithms, the SMACA
proposed in this paper demonstrates significantly better convergence speed than the ACO
and H3AGA. It approaches the maximum target value at the fastest rate. With the increase
in the number of iterations, the objective function value of the ACO continues to rise,
and its convergence time is the longest among the ant colony algorithms. The H3AGA
converges before the 400th iteration, while the SMACA requires about 200-300 iterations to
converge. In summary, the SMACA can substantially reduce the iteration time cost, exhibits
the fastest convergence, and has a notable advantage in accuracy. This experimental result
is attributed to SMACA dynamically adjusting when selecting the next node and balancing
the convergence rate during pheromone updates. The result of the greedy algorithm is
independent of multiple iterations, making it incomparable with other heuristic algorithms
in terms of convergence speed and accuracy.

Because the results of a single experiment may need to be more accurate due to
randomness, this paper will repeat each experiment 20 times. The results of 20 experiments
will be displayed in a boxplot, as shown in Figure 5. The abscissa in the figure represents
different algorithms, and the ordinate represents the objective function value. In the
statistics of large samples, the experimental results of the GA are very dependent on the
randomness of mutation and the population size. The highest value of the GA algorithm
is 2.04, the lowest value is 1.88, with a difference of 0.16. In contrast, SMACA has a
highest value of 2.07 and a lowest value of 2.04, resulting in a difference of only 0.03. The
experimental results of the ACO and H3AGA are evenly distributed. Compared with other
algorithms, the experimental results of SMACA are more concentrated and less random.
Therefore, the algorithm proposed in this paper has excellent stability.
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Figure 5. Distribution of multiple experimental results of different algorithms.

In the quest for the minimum scheduling cost, the criterion for assessing the merits
of an algorithm is its ability to approach the actual minimum value. Due to the problem’s
large scale and other complexities, obtaining the true minimum value might be impractical.
Therefore, a new concept, precision, is introduced here. Precision is defined as the difference
between the minimum value obtained by the algorithm and the smaller minimum value
obtained by the next iteration. A smaller difference indicates a closer approximation to
the minimum value. Consequently, when various algorithms achieve the same accuracy,
the algorithm requiring fewer iterations is closer to the actual minimum value. Applying
this criterion to the problem at hand, we can formulate the following principle: when the
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iteration times of various algorithms are equal, the algorithm with a smaller accuracy is
considered better.

Due to the inherent uncertainty in the results of the GA, a precise comparison cannot
be made. This paper focuses on comparing the accuracy of the other three algorithms.
Figures 6 and 7 depict the actual performance comparison of each algorithm in two dif-
ferent formats. The x-axis represents the number of iterations, and the y-axis represents
the precision value of the algorithm. As the number of iterations increases, the accuracy
value of each algorithm improves. In Figure 6, as the number of iterations increases, the
performance differences among different algorithms become more apparent. When the
iteration count reaches 400, the precision differences between the SMACA algorithm and
the other two algorithms are 130 and 180, respectively. Throughout the iterations, the
accuracy of the SMACA consistently surpasses that of the ACO and H3AGA. It can achieve
lower accuracy values with fewer iterations, indicating that the SMACA exhibits superior
convergence speed.

Experiment Analysis
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Figure 6. Accuracy comparison plot of different algorithms.
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Figure 7. Accuracy comparison histogram of different algorithms.
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The number of nodes is a crucial factor influencing the algorithm’s performance. This
paper conducts a comparative experiment on algorithm performance under different node
numbers. In Figure 8, the x-axis represents the number of clusters (each cluster contains
multiple nodes), and the y-axis represents the migration cost. As the number of nodes
increases, the cost of resource migration also increases. This is because, with an increase
in the number of nodes, the resource scheduling of any node is determined based on the
objective function and constraint conditions, not only considering nodes that are close to
each other. Therefore, this increase in cost is inevitable. When the number of nodes is 40,
the difference between the SMACA algorithm and other algorithms is most significant,
with the cost of the GA algorithm reaching 10,000. Compared with other algorithms, the
SMACA proposed in this paper demonstrates superior performance in terms of average
migration cost. The changing trend of the interval distance for each curve in Figure 9
indicates that the convergence time of the four algorithms is the same when the node
size is small. However, with an increasing number of nodes, the advantages of SMACA
become more apparent, making it more suitable for large-scale datasets. The improvement
in pheromone updating rules significantly expands the difference in pheromone updating
amounts on paths with different costs. This makes it easier to choose paths with low costs,
greatly optimizing the convergence speed of the algorithm.

Experiment Analysis
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Figure 8. Cost comparison of different algorithm scales.

In the throughput experiment, we recorded the total number of task scheduling
executions within the same time interval (one minute) (the ratio of scheduled tasks to the
total number of tasks). As the execution results of heuristic algorithms such as ACO exhibit
a certain degree of randomness, this study repeated the same set of experiments 20 times.
The boxplot tool was used for statistical analysis of the experimental data. Figure 10 shows
the results of the throughput experiment.

As shown in Figure 10, among the four compared algorithms, the proposed SMACA
algorithm exhibits superior throughput. This is primarily attributed to the algorithm in
this paper optimizing the ACO parameters through PSO, leading to a higher scheduling
success rate and fewer iterations, resulting in higher throughput within a unit of time.
Additionally, the stability of the SMACA algorithm is the highest, as indicated by the
concentrated experimental result data. This suggests that the algorithm proposed in this
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paper has a higher probability of achieving favorable scheduling results when dealing with
different application scenarios.

Experiment Analysis
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Figure 9. Comparison of convergence time of different algorithms based on scale.
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Figure 10. Throughput comparative experiment.

Based on the experimental results mentioned above, SMACA demonstrates superior
performance in the adaptive migration of large-scale distributed resources.
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6. Conclusions

This paper explores the application of adaptive dynamic migration in large-scale
distributed resources, aiming to overcome current research limitations. The principal con-
tribution lies in the formulation of a mathematical model for a resource scheduling problem
in distributed edge computing. The computational complexity of this problem is analyzed,
providing evidence that it is NP-Hard and applicable to various scenarios. To tackle this
challenge, the paper proposes a solution algorithm based on ACO, complemented by
an optimization method using PSO. In the experimental section, the proposed methods
are thoroughly assessed for performance, revealing that the algorithm introduced in this
paper adeptly addresses the stated problem. A key advantage is the ability to achieve
near-optimal results with a reduced number of iterations. Furthermore, the algorithm
demonstrates robust stability, with minimal errors observed across multiple experiments.
These findings suggest that the algorithm is well-suited for diverse scenarios.

The paper primarily focuses on mathematical modeling and complexity analysis
for complex engineering problems. While the algorithm utilizes basic PSO to enhance
ACO, improvements in ACO steps are made to address large-scale distributed resource
scheduling. However, optimal solution guarantees remain a challenge, and future work
should explore algorithm design enhancements for optimal solutions.
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