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Abstract: New configurations of 2-D phased arrays are proposed in this paper for reducing the
number of phase shifters. This design methodology is based on the use of a novel coherently
radiating periodic structures (CORPSs) block for 2-D phased arrays. Two new antenna systems for
2-D phased arrays are studied and analyzed utilizing the CORPSs blocks of four inputs and nine
outputs. These CORPSs feeding blocks are applied in a smart way to feed the planar antenna arrays
by generating the required phase plane and reducing the number of control ports. Interesting results
are provided based on the experimental measurements and full-wave simulations. These results
illustrate a great reduction of the active devices (phase shifters), providing a good design compromise
in terms of the scanning range and side lobe level performance. Furthermore, the provided results
illustrate a maximum reduction capability in the number of phase shifters of 81%, considering a
scanning range of +30° in azimuth and +30° in elevation. A raised cosine distribution is applied to
reach side lobe levels of —19 dB for +18° and —17 dB for +30° in elevation. These benefits could be
of interest to designers of phased antenna systems.

Keywords: 2-D phased array; scanning; CORPS; phase shifters

1. Introduction

The antenna arrays technology has become an essential component of wireless appli-
cations [1-10]. These new wireless applications require phased antenna systems to provide
the radiation requirements. However, the phased antenna systems based on antenna ar-
ray structures are certainly of high complexity to generate the expected radiation. Then,
more architectures of phased antenna systems based on less complex antenna arrays are
necessary to accomplish the required radiation and to reduce the number of control ports
or active devices [11]. This is an open problem in the state of the art.

There are several techniques cited in the literature to reduce the number of control
ports (or phase shifters) in the design of phased antenna arrays. For example, these
techniques consider the application of sub-arrays [11-22] to simplify the complexity of the
array system. Several architectures based on sub-arrays have been analyzed in the state
of the art, providing reduced scanning ranges for the radiation features of the low side
lobe level.

Furthermore, the application of the technique based on coherently radiating periodic
structures (CORPS) [23-27] has been important to set new design configurations to decrease
the number of phase shifters in the phase antenna system. This technique based on CORPSs
has been successfully applied to different structures of phased antenna arrays. These
systems of CORPSs take advantage of the design configurations to generate the phase slope
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or phase plane necessary for beam-scanning. Architectures of complete antenna system
have been provided by these previous works in the literature.

Many design configurations have been proposed in the literature, but less complex
antenna systems (and less expensive ones) are needed to fit the new wireless applications
and satisfy the radiation requirements. Thus, this paper presents a design strategy using
CORPSs for 2-D phased array systems of limited scanning. This design proposal utilizes
a novel CORPSs network of four inputs and nine outputs with better operation features
with respect to previous work [26]. The new 4 x 9 feeding system incorporates crossovers
and 2 x 3 CORPSs networks [25] by ring-type dividers/combiners. The feeding system
has been proposed to have a more stable transmission power, achieving better control
of the output amplitude. This new 4 x 9 structure incorporates different division and
recombination nodes (ring type), reducing by 50% the number of the resistors used in the
feeding system with respect to previous works. Furthermore, this new structure provides a
better phase control and has a number of recombination nodes lower than conventional
feeding systems, and therefore less losses by energy dissipation. This new 4 x 9 CORPSs
feeding network presents better features in the reflection and transmission coefficients.
This is because the crossovers of the new structure have a better performance with respect
to the previous 4 x 9 feeding network.

Therefore, new configurations of 2-D phased arrays are proposed in this paper using
a novel feeding network for reducing the number of phased shifters. The use of CORPSs
blocks is illustrated for 2-D phased arrays. Two new antenna systems for 2-D phased arrays
are analyzed utilizing 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks. These CORPSs feeding blocks are utilized in
a smart way to feed planar antenna arrays by generating the phase plane and reducing
the number of control ports. Interesting results are provided based on the experimental
measurements and full-wave simulations. These results illustrate a great reduction of
the active devices, providing a good design compromise in terms of the scanning range
and side lobe level performance. Furthermore, the provided results illustrate a maximum
reduction capability in the number of phase shifters of 81%, considering a scanning range
of +£30° in azimuth and +18° in elevation. A raised cosine distribution is applied to reach
side lobe levels of —19 dB for £18° and —17 dB for £30° in elevation. These benefits could
be of interest to designers of phased antenna systems.

2. 2-D Phased Array Design

The proposed 2-D configurations are based on the use of 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks to
generate the required phase plane at the antenna elements level of the array system. Next,
these new configurations are explained in detail.

2.1. Design Model for the Configurations

Two new 2-D configurations are proposed using 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks, as shown in
Figures 1 and 2. The array factor, considering the 2-D phased array design, is given by [28]:

AF(6,¢) = i % In,mej[kd(nfl)wx+kd(m*1)‘/’y+ﬁx+5y] (1)
n=1m=1
where
Py = sin(6)cos(¢) (2)
Py = sin(6)sin(¢) (3)
By = —kd(n — 1)sin(6)cos (o) @)
By = —kd(m — 1)sin(6p)sin(¢o) (5)
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Figure 1. Design case 1 fed by 9 CORPSs blocks of 4 inputs and 9 outputs.

@ Input phase @ Phase generated with
configuration 1

Phase value (degrees)

m element

Figure 2. Phase plane generated by the design or 2-D phased array system 1.
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The number of elements is defined as N over the x axis and M over the y axis, the
current excitation for each nm-th antenna element is set by 1,,;, and the phase excitation
values are set by B, and B at the values of (6, ¢o) as the scanning angle.

The design case 1 (illustrated in Figure 1) utilizes 81 antennas in the 2-D phased array
system. This antenna system is fed by nine CORPSs blocks of four inputs and nine outputs.
This system design feeds 81 antenna elements by using 35 control ports (or phase shifters).
The antenna system reduces to 57% the number of control ports or phase shifters employed
in the antenna system providing beam-scanning for a range of +40° in azimuth and for a
range of £30° in elevation. The amplifiers layer is connected to the output of the feeding
network. The amplitude level is controlled in each antenna element. So, the raised cosine
distribution can be applied to the planar array by compensating for the amplitude value
generated at every output of the feeding network. The phase shifters layer is set as the
first stage to control the phase flux into the network and the antenna elements. The idea
is to generate the required phase plane for adequate beam-scanning. Figure 2 shows the
phase plane generated by this 2-D phased array system. It is interesting to observe that
by setting the input phases (blue color circles) and 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks, it is possible to
generate the rest of the output phases (red color circles) to build all the phase planes for
beam-scanning. Every input port of the feeding system sets a phase value that permits
the adequate recombination in the 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks to generate the progressive phase
excitation or phase plane shown in Figure 2.

The design case 2 (illustrated in Figure 3) uses two stages of 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks
(13 CORPSs blocks). The first stage utilizes four CORPSs blocks in order to generate
36 outputs to feed nine CORPSs blocks connected to the 81 antenna elements of the array
system, i.e., 81 antenna elements are controlled by 15 phase shifters. The 2-D phased
antenna system can achieve a reduction of 81% in the number of phase shifters used
for a beam-scanning of £30° in the azimuth and £30° in the elevation plane. As with
the previous configuration, the amplifiers layer is connected to the output of the feeding
network. So, the amplitude control is operated in the same way. The phase shifters layer or
phase control unit provides 15 phase values (blue color circles) to feed the first stage and to
generate the rest of the output phases (red color circles) of the phase plane (81 phase values
for the planar array) (see Figure 4) for beam-scanning. Please note that less control ports
are required to feed the 81 antenna elements of the phased array system. As illustrated,
the 2-D phased array system uses the 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks to generate the required phase
plane for beam-scanning using less control ports or phase shifters.

As shown previously, the outputs of the 4 x 9 CORPSs blocks connect to a set
of amplifiers.

Therefore, the amplification value A, can be determined as follows:

I
Am = T, (6)

In this design case, I/, is considered as the amplitude at the output of the feeding
system and I, is the value generated by the raised cosine amplitude distribution to obtain
the desired beam with a low side lobe level. The raised cosine distribution uses the next
equation to calculate the value of I,

-1
1+ cos (LCOSO.S(LZ?A) )

2

(7)

Ly =

where L, is the aperture of the 2-D phased array, 4; is the taper value, and d, is the distance
value from the center of the array to the antenna element.
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Figure 3. Design case 2 using two stages of CORPSs blocks of 4 inputs and 9 outputs.
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Figure 4. Phase plane generated by the design or 2-D phased array system 2.
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2.2. Novel CORPSs Feeding System of 4 x 9

As set out in previous sections, the proposed 2-D configurations use 4 x 9 CORPSs
feeding networks to generate the required phase plane at the antenna elements and to
reduce the number of phase shifters employed in the antenna system.

Figure 5 illustrates the novel feeding system based on four inputs and nine outputs
using crossovers and 2 x 3 CORPSs networks [25] by the ring power dividers/combiners.
The dimension values of this feeding system are shown in Figure 5. This feeding system
has been proposed to have a more stable transmission power, achieving better control of
the output amplitude. This new 4 x 9 structure incorporates different division and recom-
bination nodes (ring type), reducing by 50% the number of the resistors used in the feeding
system with respect to previous works [26]. Furthermore, this new structure provides
better phase control and has a number of recombination nodes lower than conventional
feeding systems, and therefore, less losses by energy dissipation. The crossovers are used
in the feeding system to avoid high values of phase difference at the input ports and to
make more feasible the utilization of the raised cosine distribution.

— —

L] |1 U 1
< >

D[: <>
8.6mm

Figure 5. CORPSs feeding system of 4 inputs and 9 outputs, including the dimension values.
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Figure 6 illustrates the behavior of the reflection coefficients (Figure 6a) and the behav-
ior of the impedance of the feeding network system in the Smith chart format (Figure 6b).
The reflection coefficients illustrate the good performance of the feeding system in a wide
band with values of —15 dB in the operation range of 5.5-6.0 GHz. The behavior of
the impedance of the feeding network illustrates adequate values to be matched in this
operation frequency range.

Figure 7 illustrates the behavior of the transmission coefficients of the novel 4 x 9 feed-
ing network. The transmission characteristics obtained are adequate, considering the losses
in each element of the network system and the SMA connectors. This new 4 x 9 CORPSs
feeding network presents better features in terms of the reflection and transmission coeffi-
cients. This is because the crossovers of the new structure have a better performance with
respect to the previous 4 x 9 feeding network.

Figure 8 shows the crossover design [29] employed in the feeding network system,
considering the (a) top view, (b) manufactured prototype, (c) rear view, and (d) reflection
and transmission coefficients. As shown in this figure, the crossovers of the new structure
have better behavior in terms of the bandwidth with respect to the previous 4 x 9 feeding
network. The feeding structure is sensitive to the behavior of the crossovers. The pro-
posed crossover design helps the new 4 x 9 CORPSs feeding structure to have a better
performance with respect to the previous design.
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Figure 6. Behavior of the (a) reflection coefficients and the (b) match impedance of the feeding system.
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Figure 7. Behavior of the transmission coefficients of the novel 4 x 9 feeding system.
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Figure 8. Crossover design of the novel 4 x 9 feeding system: (a) top view, (b) manufactured
prototype, (c) rear view, and (d) reflection and transmission coefficients.
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Figure 9 illustrates the ring type used as a divider or combiner in the new feeding
network. This ring configuration offers a compact structure and better operation features
with respect to a traditional power divider [30]. The dimensions set for our configuration
are shown in Figure 9b. The operation features (in bandwidth) are interesting and very
adequate for the 4 x 9 CORPSs feeding network and can be in observed in the behavior of
the transmission and reflection coefficients shown in Figure 10.

34mm

wugy
g
S]
N
[s)

= C/ =
Port 2 - o r Port 3
l:1—/\ / —

Port1

(a) (b)
Figure 9. Division or combination node (ring type): (a) prototype and (b) design in CST with dimensions.
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Figure 10. Behavior of the transmission and reflection coefficients for the ring-type node: (a) simulated
and (b) measurements.

Output Phase States Using Phase Control (Input PSs)

The behavior of the phase through the proposed 4 x 9 feeding network is as follows.
The phase values required at the outputs of the feeding system can be determined by
Equations (4) and (5) given previously. Then, each block of the 4 x 9 feeding system
generates nine output phases (as shown in Figure 11) by using only four phase values given
at the input ports. The knowledge of the phase values (i1, i3, {7, and t9) helps to build
the other output phase states ({2, 4, {5, s, and Pg) required at the antenna system. The
feeding network works as a phase interpolator. The nine output phases are generated by
using and knowing the value of the two extreme phases and two center phases.

For instance, Tables 1-8 illustrate several example cases of the phase values used at
the input ports to generate the output phase states for different beam-scanning angles. It is
interesting to observe that the phase plane (output phases of the feeding network) can be
retained by adjusting the phase values of the control or input ports.
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Figure 11. Behavior of the phase through the 4 x 9 CORPSs feeding system.

Table 1. Phase values at the input ports of the feeding system for (6 = 10° and ¢y = 0°) (Conf. 2).

Block Py Py P3 Py
1 0 —187.54 —62.51 —250.05
2 0 —187.54 —62.51 —250.05
3 0 —187.54 —62.51 —250.05
4 0 —187.54 —62.51 —250.05

Table 2. Phase values at the output ports of the feeding system for (6 = 10° and ¢y = 0°) (Conf. 2).

Block Py Py Y3 Py Ps P Py Py Py
5 0 —31.25 —62.51 —93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
6 0 —31.25 —62.51 —93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
7 0 —31.25 —62.51 —93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
8 0 —31.25 —62.51 —93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
9 0 —31.25 —62.51 —93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
10 0 —31.25 —62.51 —-93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
11 0 —31.25 —62.51 —93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
12 0 —31.25 —62.51 —-93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05
13 0 —31.25 —62.51 —93.77 —125.02 —156.28 —187.54 —218.79 —250.05

Table 3. Phase values at the input ports of the feeding system for (6 = 15° and ¢y = 10°) (Conf. 2).

Block Py Py P3 Py
1 0 —275.27 —91.75 —367.03
2 —-16.17 —291.45 —107.93 —383.21
3 —48.53 —323.81 —140.29 —156.47
4 —64.71 —339.99 —156.47 —431.75

Table 4. Phase values at the output ports of the feeding system for (8y = 15° and ¢y = 10°) (Conf. 2).

Block Py Py Y3 Py Ps P Py Pg Py
5 0 —45.88 —91.76 —137.64 —183.52 —229.40 —275.28 —321.16 —367.04
6 —8.09 —53.97 —99.85 —145.73 —191.61 —237.49 —283.37 —329.25 —375.13
7 —16.18 —62.06 —107.94 —153.82 —199.70 —245.58 —291.46 —337.34 —383.22
8 —24.27 —70.15 —116.03 —-161.91 —207.79 —253.67 —299.55 —345.43 —391.31
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Table 4. Cont.

Block Py Py P3 Py Ps P Py Py Py
9 —32.36 —78.24 —124.12 —170.00 —215.88 —261.76 —307.64 —353.52 —399.40
10 —40.45 —86.33 —132.21 —178.09 —223.97 —269.85 —315.73 —361.61 —407.49
11 —48.54 —94.42 —140.30 —186.18 —232.06 —277.94 —323.82 —369.70 —415.58
12 —56.63 —102.51 —148.39 —194.27 —240.15 —286.03 —331.91 —377.79 —423.67
13 —64.72 —110.60 —156.48 —202.36 —248.24 —294.12 —340.00 —385.88 —431.76

Table 5. Phase values at the input ports of the feeding system for (6 = 5° and ¢ = 0°) (Conf. 1).

Block Py P3 Py Py
1 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
2 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
3 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
4 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
5 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
6 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
7 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
8 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50
9 0.00 —31.38 —94.13 —125.50

Table 6. Phase values at the output ports of the feeding system for (6 = 5° and ¢y = 0°) (Conf. 1).

Block Py Py V3 Py Ps P Py g Py
1 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
2 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
3 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
4 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
5 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
6 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
7 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
8 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50
9 0.00 —15.69 —31.38 —47.06 —62.75 —78.44 —94.13 —109.82 —125.50

Table 7. Phase values at the input ports of the feeding system for (8 = 10° and ¢y = 15°) (Conf. 1).

Block Py V3 Py Py
1 0.00 —60.38 —181.15 —241.53
2 —8.09 —68.47 —189.24 —249.62
3 —16.18 —76.56 —197.33 —257.71
4 —24.27 —84.65 —205.42 —265.80
5 —32.36 —92.74 —213.51 —273.89
6 —40.45 —100.83 —221.60 —281.98
7 —48.54 —108.92 —229.69 —290.07
8 —56.63 —117.01 —237.78 —298.16
9 —64.72 —125.10 —245.87 —306.25

Table 8. Phase values at the output ports of the feeding system for (fy = 10° and ¢y = 15°) (Conf. 1).

Block Py Py Y3 Py Ps P Py Pg Py
1 0.00 —30.19 —60.38 —90.57 —120.77 —150.96 —181.15 —211.34 —241.53
2 —8.09 —38.28 —68.47 —98.66 —128.86 —159.05 —189.24 —219.43 —249.62
3 —16.18 —46.37 —76.56 —106.75 —136.95 —167.14 —197.33 —227.52 —257.71
4 —24.27 —54.46 —84.65 —114.84 —145.04 —175.23 —205.42 —235.61 —265.80
5 —32.36 —62.55 —92.74 —122.93 —153.13 —183.32 —213.51 —243.70 —273.89
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Table 8. Cont.
Block Py ¥y V3 Py Vs P Py Py Py
6 —40.45 —70.64 —100.83 —131.02 —161.22 —191.41 —221.60 —251.79 —281.98
7 —48.54 —78.73 —108.92 —139.11 —169.31 —199.50 —229.69 —259.88 —290.07
8 —56.63 —86.82 —117.01 —147.20 —177.40 —207.59 —237.78 —267.97 —298.16
9 —64.72 —94.91 —125.10 —155.29 —185.49 —215.68 —245.87 —276.06 —306.25

2.3. Antenna Element

The antenna element chosen to assess the 2-D phased array configurations is illustrated
in Figure 12. This patch element was selected because it is easy to set and fabricate.
Furthermore, it provides a wide bandwidth and good radiation characteristics, as explained
in [31]. The dimension values for the design (Figure 12) are as follows: /1 = 11.56 mm,
I =11.33 mm, wy = 5.4 mm, wy =4.97 mm, g =0.73 mm, s = 1.5 mm. The current distribution
(as illustrated in Figure 13) provided by the CST full-wave simulator shows that the system
flux is well balanced in each antenna line. This antenna element provides good operation
characteristics for the dimension values set in Figure 12.

(2)

30 mm

30 mm

(b)

Figure 12. Antenna element selected to assess the 2-D phased array systems: (a) CST design and
(b) prototype.
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Figure 13. Current distribution of the chosen element for (a) 5.75 GHz and (b) 6.0 GHz.

Figure 14 illustrates the behavior of the reflection coefficient of the antenna element
using the experimental measurements and full-wave simulations (CST solver). The chosen
element achieves a bandwidth of almost 600 MHz (from 5.5 GHz to 6.1 GHz). Furthermore,
the radiation pattern of the chosen element was measured in an anechoic chamber to study
its behavior. Figure 15 shows the 3-D radiation pattern of the chosen antenna element using
frequency cuts at 5.5 GHz, 5.75 GHz and 6.0 GHz. This antenna element provides good
radiation characteristics, considering a bandwidth adequate to be applied to the 2-D phased
array architectures.

— — — simulated = —— measured

T
|
|
I
I

4
I
I
|
I
I

Frequency (GHz)

Figure 14. Behavior of the reflection coefficient of the chosen antenna element.
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Figure 15. Radiation pattern of the chosen element obtained by the simulation (blue color) in CST
and experimental measurements (red color): (a) 5.5 GHz, (b) 5.75 GHz, (c) 6.0 GHz and (d) 5.75 GHz
(cut at the azimuth plane).

3. Full-Wave Simulation Results

The phased antenna systems based on the 2-D phased array configurations were
assessed to analyze the reduction capability in terms of the number of phase shifters and
beam-scanning possibilities in the planes of elevation and azimuth. The phase values
were set at the input ports in order to build the phase plane in the specified direction.
The 2-D phased array architectures were assessed in the CST Microwave electromagnetic
solver to include mutual coupling and the errors (of amplitude and phase) caused by each
proposed 2-D array configuration. CST is a reliable electromagnetic solver based on the
finite integration technique.

All the simulations performed by the CST electromagnetic solver took the chosen
element into account, considering the dimensions and features set in the previous section.
The substrate used in the antenna element and the feeding network system was FR4. All the
SMA connectors and the resistors were taken into account in the full-wave simulation. The
errors of the amplitude and phase were calculated for each block of the 2-D architecture and
considered at the level of the amplifiers and antenna elements of the phased array system.

Each beam-scanning angle was assessed for the two proposed 2-D architectures. Each
design case (for each scanning direction) showed good matching behavior and the value
of the reflection coefficient was lower than —10 dB for the specified bandwidth. Figure 16
illustrates the behavior of the active reflection coefficient for the cases of the worst and
best performance of the two proposed 2-D architectures. The configuration 1 presented the
worst case for the farthest scanning angle.
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best performance = = = worst performance

Frequency (GHz)

Figure 16. Active reflection coefficient for the cases of the worst and best performance of the two
proposed 2-D architectures.

Figure 17 illustrates the 2-D phased array for the proposed antenna systems and the
behavior of the 3D radiation generated using CST Microwave Studio. The cases shown
in Figure 17 are as follows: (a) ¢g = 15° and 6y = 18° for proposed case 2, (b) ¢y = 30° and
6o = 10° for proposed case 2, (c) ¢9 = 20° and 6y = 10° for proposed case 1, and (d) ¢g = 40°
and 6 = 18° for proposed case 1. A good performance in the side lobe level was obtained
for each beam-scanning angle analyzed for each proposed 2-D phased array. It reached a
side lobe level performance of —19 dB.
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Figure 17. Two-dimensional phased array and 3-D radiation pattern for the proposed systems, case 2:
(a) ¢o = 15° and 6y = 18°, (b) ¢p = 30° and 0y = 10°, case 1: (c) ¢g = 20° and 6y = 10° and (d) ¢ = 40°
and 6y = 18°.
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Figure 18 illustrates the losses in gain of the proposed antenna system, considering
beam-steering. This case is generated by the proposed case 1 and a value of 1.5 dB of gain
loss is generated for the proposed case 1. Therefore, good characteristics in terms of the
gain and scanning performance are obtained for the 2-D phased array systems.
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Figure 18. Worst case of the losses in gain of the proposed antenna system, considering beam-scanning.

Furthermore, Figure 19 illustrates the behavior of the radiation pattern at 5.5 GHz,
5.75 GHz and 6.0 GHz for 6y = 18° at the cut of ¢ = 0°. As observed in Figure 19, the
behavior of the radiation pattern is retained if the value of frequency changes, i.e., there is
no significant changes with those frequency changes.

0

—5.50 GHz
—5.75 GHz
6.00 GHz

-10

dB

0 (degrees)

Figure 19. Behavior of the radiation pattern at 5.5 GHz, 5.75 GHz and 6.0 GHz for 6y = 18°.

The feeding network design can operate at 8y = 30° for ¢y = 0°, as shown in the
radiation pattern of Figure 20. However, there is a trade-off between the scanning angle
and the amplification value (gain value of the amplifiers). It is feasible to reach this
scanning angle, but high values of amplification are required, as shown in Tables 9 and 10.
Furthermore, the side lobe level deteriorates to reach —17 dB.
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Figure 20. Behavior of the radiation pattern at the farthest scanning angle of 8y = 30° and ¢ = 0°.

Table 9. Amplification values (at the outputs of the feeding system) that are required to obtain a

raised cosine for 6y = 30° and ¢y = 0° (Conf. 2).

Al,m A2,m A3,m A4,m A5,m A6,m A7.m AS.m A9.m
Aty 1.80 1.54 2.49 1.90 1.37 1.90 2.49 1.54 1.80
Ag 32.42 27.50 44.0 33.42 24.19 33.42 44.0 27.50 32.42
Az 2.49 2.09 3.34 2.53 1.83 2.53 3.34 2.09 2.49
Ay 1.92 1.61 2.55 1.93 1.39 1.93 2.55 1.61 1.92
As 29.21 24.44 38.76 29.30 21.17 29.30 38.76 24.44 29.21
Ag 1.92 1.61 2.55 1.93 1.39 1.93 2.55 1.61 1.92
Az, 2.49 2.09 3.34 2.53 1.83 2.53 3.34 2.09 2.49
Ag 32.42 27.50 44.0 33.42 24.19 33.42 44.0 27.50 32.42
Ag 1.80 1.54 2.49 1.90 1.37 1.90 2.49 1.54 1.80

Table 10. Amplification values (at the outputs of the feeding system) that are required to obtain a
raised cosine for 6y = 30° and ¢y = 0° (Conf. 1).

Al,m AZ,m AS,m A4,m A5,m A6,m A7.m A8.m A9.m
A1y 0.5 0.72 0.92 1.04 1.09 1.04 0.92 0.72 0.5
Az, 10.72 14.82 18.29 20.60 21.40 20.60 18.29 14.82 10.72
Az 0.92 1.23 1.50 1.68 1.74 1.68 1.50 1.23 0.92
Ayy 0.75 0.99 1.20 1.33 1.38 1.33 1.20 0.99 0.75
As 11.54 15.29 18.41 20.46 21.18 20.46 18.41 15.29 11.54
Agn 0.75 0.99 1.20 1.33 1.38 1.33 1.30 0.99 0.75
Az, 0.92 1.23 1.50 1.68 1.74 1.68 1.50 1.23 0.92
Agn 10.72 14.82 18.29 20.60 21.40 20.60 18.29 14.82 10.72
Ag 0.50 0.72 0.92 1.04 1.09 1.04 0.92 0.72 0.50

The interference among the antenna elements is defined by the mutual coupling

between the elements. In this case, we determined the mutual coupling between different
antenna elements that include different spacing between them. As you can see in Figure 21,
the interference or mutual coupling between the antenna elements retained very low values.
Figure 21 illustrates that the mutual coupling is higher when the distance is lower. The
distance or uniform spacing (between elements) to be considered in the planar array is

0.5 A. This spacing helps to maintain low values of mutual coupling.
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Figure 21. Behavior of the mutual coupling between different antenna elements (1, 11, 21, 31, 40, 41)
that include different spacing between them.

Finally, Table 11 shows a performance evaluation by comparing the 2-D phased
array architectures with respect to previous work, considering different methods for bi-
dimensional arrays. As shown in this table, this comparison assessment analyzes the
phase shifter reduction, beam-steering in azimuth and elevation, and side lobe level. It is
very interesting to observe that the proposed 2-D antenna systems obtained a phase shifter
reduction of 57% and 81%. These proposed configurations provide excellent design features
for the reduction of phase shifters obtained in the system. These design characteristics
are a side lobe level of —19 dB generated by the CST electromagnetic solver (taking the
mutual coupling into account) for a limited beam-scanning range, as set in Table 11. It
is interesting to highlight that the proposed case 2 in this paper generates the highest
reduction of phase shifters with respect to other works previously published concerning
2-D phased array systems.

Table 11. Performance evaluation by comparing the proposed systems with respect to previous work
considering other methods.

Number of Number of Phase Elevation Azimuth Phase Shifters Simulated Peak
Elements Shifters Scanning Range Scanning Range Reduction Side Lobe Level
Conventional
phased array 81 81 +45° +45 0% —20dB (AF)
(raised cosine
taper)
This work +18° 5 o —18.9dB
(configuration 1) 81 % +30° +40 57% ~17dB
This work +18° 5 o —18.9dB
(configuration 2) 81 15 +30° +30 81% —17 dB
49 27 +25° +40° 45% —-19dB
Juarez et al. [25] 42 15 +25° +25° 64% —19dB
49 15 +25° +25° 69% —18 dB
R“Palfluglf‘ etal. 256 60 +15° +40° 57% ~12 dB (AF)
28 14 +24° Not specified 50% —15dB
Avser et al. [18] —
28 7 +11° Not specified 75% —15dB
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More configurations can be studied and analyzed in order to generate better design
solutions for 2-D phased array systems. The iterative solution of CORPSs provides more
freedom degrees to split and sum the signals using less control ports. For example, our
approach is based on the use of linear CORPSs blocks: the 4 x 9 CORPSs block. However,
planar CORPSs blocks can be designed and generated to feed in a more efficient way the
architectures of 2-D phased array systems. This requires more research and analysis in the
blocks of the feeding network.

Furthermore, other design techniques can be integrated with CORPSs, such as random
feeding sub-arrays and interleaving systems. This can generate a complete methodology
to reduce even more the phase shifters in the 2-D phased array system. In addition, the
application of CORPSs and sub-arrays is particularly focused on phased antenna arrays
with uniform spacing. The advantages of the antenna systems based on CORPSs can exploit
the benefits of the non-uniformity of the antenna array systems. This opens more antenna
design possibilities to create phased array systems with less complexity and efficient
radiation characteristics. Future works will deal with these topics.

4. Conclusions

New configurations of 2-D phased arrays were presented in this paper for reducing the
number of phase shifters. The methodology was based on the use of a novel 4 x 9 CORPSs
block for 2-D phased arrays. Then, two new antenna systems for 2-D phased arrays were
studied and analyzed applying CORPSs blocks of four inputs and nine outputs. The
CORPSs feeding blocks were applied in a convenient manner to feed planar antenna
arrays by generating the required phase plane and reducing the number of phase shifters.
Full-wave simulation results were provided using an interesting antenna element for
the proposed 2-D array systems. These results illustrated a great reduction of the phase
shifters, providing a good design compromise in terms of scanning range and side lobe
level performance.

Furthermore, the full-wave simulation results illustrated a maximum reduction ca-
pability in the number of phase shifters of 81%, considering a scanning range of +30° in
azimuth and £30° in elevation. A raised cosine distribution was applied to reach side lobe
levels of —19 dB for £18° and —17 dB for 4-:30°. The results were compared with respect
to other works previously published. The proposed cases for 2-D phased array systems
provided a design solution that reaches the highest reduction of phase shifters with respect
to previous work. These benefits could be of interest to designers of phased array systems.
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