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Abstract

:

The extraction of navigation lines plays a crucial role in the autonomous navigation of agricultural robots. This work offers a method of ridge navigation route extraction, based on deep learning, to address the issues of poor real-time performance and light interference in navigation path recognition in a field environment. This technique is based on the Res2net50 model and incorporates the Squeeze-and-Excitation Networks (SE) attention mechanism to focus on the key aspects of the image. The empty space pyramid pooling module is presented to further extract high-level semantic data and enhance the network’s capacity for fine-grained representation. A skip connection is used to combine the high-level semantic characteristics and low-level textural features that are extracted. The results of the ridge prediction are then obtained, followed by the realization of the final image segmentation, through sampling. Lastly, the navigation line is fitted once the navigation feature points have been retrieved using the resulting ridge segmentation mask. The outcomes of the experiment reveal that: the Mean Intersection over Union (MIOU) and F-measure values of the inter-ridge navigation path extraction approach suggested in this paper are increased by 0.157 and 0.061, respectively, compared with the Res2net50 network. Under various illumination situations, the average pixel error is 8.27 pixels and the average angle error is 1.395°. This technique is appropriate for ridge operations and can successfully increase network prediction model accuracy.
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1. Introduction


With the rapid growth of precision agriculture, automatic navigation technology for agricultural machinery in the field is increasingly utilized in the cultivation and planting phases of agricultural production [1]. This technology can not only reduce labor intensity and boost production efficiency but can also make field management easier in the future. Global positioning systems and machine vision technology are the most prominent approaches to agricultural equipment navigation. There is widespread usage of the global positioning system in field path planning, notwithstanding its high cost and site-dependent limitations. Unlike global positioning technology, machine vision navigation can acquire environmental data in real-time, using low-cost sensors, and it is affordable and adaptable [2].



Deep learning-based machine vision technology has grown quickly in recent years. This approach can circumvent the restrictions imposed by the artificial selection of visual elements and enhance the precision and robustness of navigation path extraction. In machine vision technology, semantic segmentation network technology, based on deep learning, is a key avenue of development. As a potent picture segmentation method, it can be applied to intricate farmland environments in the agriculture industry [3,4].



Many in-depth studies have been conducted by academics in the area of deep learning-based machine vision navigation. Wang et al. [5] suggested a method for extracting feature points from the photographs of orchard roads, based on a YOLOV3 convolutional neural network to address the issue of excessive interference between illumination and weeds in orchard environments. Chen et al. [6] developed a multi-scale segmentation technique, based on ridge scale, to appropriately separate ridges into ‘ridges’ and ‘furrows’. Han et al. [7] suggested a U-Net network-based method of visual navigation path recognition for orchards to address the issues of a complicated picture background and numerous interference elements in orchard environments. Rao et al. [8] suggested a Fast-U-Net model with skip connection to address the issues of low real-time performance, weak universality, and problematic interpretation of deep learning models in crop ridge navigation path recognition. Huang et al. [9] devised a convolution neural network-based field path navigation algorithm. In accordance with the prevalent semantic segmentation model FCNVGGl6, a refined segmentation network (FCNVGGl4) was developed for the preparation of field crop row segmentation tasks. Li et al. [10] suggested a visual navigation algorithm for agricultural robots, based on a deep understanding of picture learning to increase the accuracy of the autonomous navigation of intelligent agricultural robots. Cao et al. [11] proposed an improved E-Net semantic segmentation network model to study the visual navigation line extraction technology of UAVs in a farmland environment. This model realized the effective extraction of low-dimensional information and significantly increased the accuracy of crop boundary location and inter-row segmentation.



This work proposes a deep learning-based inter-ridge navigation path extraction approach based on the aforementioned research. The significant advancements and contributions are:




	
Two modules are introduced by this method: the Atrous Spatial Pyramid Pooling (ASPP) module and the SE attention mechanism. The SE attention mechanism enhances focus on ridge feature information while minimizing the impact of background variables. To obtain the multiscale information of ridge rows, ASPP builds convolution kernels of various receptive fields using various void rates. As a result, ridge rows in the field environment can be predicted more precisely;



	
In order to keep the gradient present throughout training, an    x 1    jump connection structure is used in this research. Feature    x 2    keeps using ASPP to extract high-dimensional feature data. Finally, feature fusion of    x 1    and x2 can greatly enhance crop ridge segmentation accuracy;



	
The validity and robustness of the model prediction are examined empirically in this work, using the ridge row data sets collected in the field under various lighting conditions. The experimental findings demonstrate that the enhanced Res2net50 segmentation model can increase the efficiency and precision of acquiring navigational data and offer technical assistance for future studies on rural navigation.









2. Materials and Methods


2.1. Experimental Platform and Equipment


The main field data collecting equipment were a laptop, sports chassis, and vision sensors. The Ackerman steering chassis was chosen by the motion platform and the no-load top speed was 4.8 m/s. A D415 reality camera from Intel was used, with dimensions of 99 × 20 × 23 mm and a maximum RGB resolution of 1920 × 1080. The laptop was an ASUS and its performance specifications were: an i5-13500H processor and 16G of RAM. Python 3.8.13 and Anaconda 1.9.12 were used for data processing and developing the software algorithm, respectively.




2.2. Semantic Segmentation of Ridge Road Based on Neural Network


2.2.1. Data Acquisition


The location of the image capture site was an experimental field for pepper growing in Matun Town, Mengjin District, Luoyang City, Henan Province. A remote control unit was used to manually control the speed of the moving chassis as it was being acquired. The chassis moved at a speed of approximately 0.5 m/s, simulating the field’s typical operating condition. The front view of the body was captured by the camera, which was mounted in the middle of the front of the vehicle and fastened in place. Via a USB 3.0 interface, the data image was sent and saved on the laptop. A total of 2000 images of monopoly rows were acquired by moving the chassis, which were supplemented by adding 1000 manually taken images due to the uncertainty of the artificial shooting angle that can increase the diversity of the dataset and avoid over-fitting. Part of the acquired data is shown in Figure 1.




2.2.2. Data Processing


In order to create a ridge data set for this investigation, 1500 ridge images, with a resolution of 3000  ×  4000 pixels, were randomly chosen from the 3000 images that were gathered. The ridge image data were labeled using ‘LABELME’ software. The original image size was scaled to 320  ×  432 pixels and stored in JPG format due to the computational difficulty of the semantic segmentation algorithm and the use of memory resources. The program script randomly divided the gathered ridge path data set into training, verification, and test sets in the ratio of 3:1:1. The verification set and test set each contained 300 images, whereas the training set contained 900 images.



The images needed to be pre-processed in order to amplify the data, enhance model performance, and prevent overfitting during the training process [12]. Various transformations of the picture itself help the model to generalize the unseen data. In order to improve the data for model training, this work also employed random flipping, random cropping, and perspective adjustment. The original image must go through the data improvement procedures in the proper order before being read as image data during each iteration of training. Figure 2 displays the results of the data enhancement.




2.2.3. The Optimized Res2net50 Network Segmentation Model


The gradient will vanish and degenerate throughout the training process when the network depth is raised, which will make it harder to train models and cause a higher training error rate [13,14]. This research chose Res2net50 with a residual structure as the fundamental network model and optimized the network model’s structure for the prediction of ridge rows to eliminate the aforementioned issues. The Res2net model conducted residual operations after first grouping the network structure based on Resnet. The input features were divided into groups, one of which extracted the input features using the filter’s convolution operation. The next group of input features was prepared for convolution and the previous group of extracted features was then entered into the following filter. Following each of the aforementioned actions, the feature maps were connected, and then the connected feature maps were passed to the 1-to-1 filter to fuse all the features. This effectively gathered the picture-context data and sped up model detection but the model’s complexity increased as a result [15].



Due to the introduction of the intra-group residual structure to extract the excessive refinement of features, the number of model parameters increased. Consequently, by including the SE attention mechanism, the model increased its focus on the information about the ridge’s features, while disregarding some pointless field background feature data, allowing it to gather crucial information and decrease the number of parameters.



Figure 3 depicts the particular network topology of SE. Squeeze, Excitation, and Scale make up the bulk of the attention mechanism module [16,17]. The SE attention mechanism was inserted into the Res2Net50 residual block with the following basic principle: The SE module receives the feature map from the residual block, assuming that the dimensions of the input feature map are C × H × W, where C is the number of channels and H and W are the height and width of the feature map, respectively. The SE module first performs a global average pooling (GAP) operation on the input feature map, and the size of the feature map becomes 1 × 1 × C after GAP. The SE module uses a fully connected layer to reduce the number of channels of the feature map after GAP by a dimensionality reduction ratio of r (typically, r = 16). Therefore, the first fully connected layer has an input size of 1 × 1 × C and an output size of 1 × 1 × (C/r). The SE module then uses another fully connected layer to restore the channel count of the feature map to the original channel number C. Therefore, the second fully connected layer has an input size of 1 × 1 × (C/r) and an output size of 1 × 1 × C. Finally, the output of the SE module (i.e., channel attention weight) is multiplied channel-by-channel with the input feature map. This allows the model to focus on more important channel features, which improves the performance of the model. The size of the output feature map is the same as the input feature map, that is, C × H × W.



The calculating formula is:


   Z c  =  F  sq    (   U C   )  =  1  W H     ∑  i = 1  W     ∑  j = 1  H    U c   (   i , j   )       



(1)






  S =  F  e x   (  Z C  ,  W i  ) = σ ( W (  Z c  ) )  



(2)






   O c  =  F  s c a l e   (  U c  ,  S c  ) =  U c   S c   



(3)




where    Z c    is the output feature map;    F  s q    (   )    is a Squeeze operation;    U c    is the input feature map; and W and H are the height and width of the feature map, respectively. The coordinate position on the feature map is    (  i , j  )   ; S is the parameter of weight adjustment between channels; the Excitation operation is    F  e x    (   )   ; δ is a function;    O c    is the adjusted output characteristic diagram;    F  scale   ( )   is re-calibrated for the feature map; and    S c    is the weight parameter of the Cth feature map.



The ASPP structure is the most advanced aspect of Res2net50 output processing. The effect of picture segmentation based on Res2net50 can be further enhanced by dilated convolution with varied expansion rates, which can record the image-receptive field information at different scales [18,19,20]. The ASPP structure is mainly composed of five blocks in series. Each block includes a dilated convolution layer, a batch normalization layer, and a Relu activation layer. The dilated convolution expansion rates in the five blocks are 3, 6, 12, 18, and 24, as shown in Figure 4a. In this calculation, the input features are averaged and then pooled globally; then each of the five blocks pulls out one feature at a time. The input features and output features of each block are spliced into the input of the next block. Then, a convolution module is used to get the ASPP output.



The improved Res2net50 description of the ridge line image detection program is shown in Figure 4a. In the first step, the ridge data input image is turned into a 320 × 432 pixel image through pre-processing steps, such as improving the data and putting it into the model. Then, the residual block takes the ridge image and pulls out advanced features. The attention mechanism makes the model give more weight to the channel features that have a lot of information and less weight to the channel features that have less information. This makes background factors less important. ASPP makes the network model’s receptive field even larger and, therefore, easier for the network to get a multi-scale context for the highest features that the Res2net50-SE model puts out. In the feature extraction process, the    x 1    edge texture feature can help divide the boundary information of the last layer feature by a jump connection. This makes crop ridge segmentation much more accurate. ASPP is still used by Feature    x 2    to get high-dimensional information about features. Feature fusion is then carried out on    x 1    and    x 2   , and upsampling is used to create the final image segmentation.



Figure 4b shows the feature map that was made when the segmentation model was run. The output feature visualization can reflect the process and principle of convolution layer feature extraction. By calculating the average value of the feature map along the channel dimension and normalizing the result, it is also the output feature map obtained by the input image after each layer of neural network processing. It can be seen that the first half, the down-sampling (a–h), divides the image into two categories (red is the ridge feature part, blue is the inter-row background part), and the second half, the up-sampling (i–j), is looking for different classification boundaries.




2.2.4. Loss Function


The degree of discrepancy between the predicted value and the actual value of the model can be calculated using the loss function. The model’s resilience increases with decreasing loss function [21,22]. The training of a network model will benefit from an appropriate network model loss function. The Cross-Entropy loss, which is frequently employed in machine learning, was used in this model’s training and the calculation is:


  C E ( p , q ) = −   ∑  i = 1  C    p i  log (  q i  )    



(4)




where,    p i    is the indicator variable, which is 1 if the category i is the same as the sample label category or otherwise 0,    q i    is the probability of predicting belonging to category i, and C is the number of categories.




2.2.5. Navigation Line Extraction


After deducing the crops’ inter-ridge navigation path, the inter-ridge road navigation line is then taken from the existing path. First of all, the deep learning semantic segmentation model breaks up the inter-ridge navigation path into two parts, the inter-ridge navigation path and the background, to make a binary image. Let   P  (   x p  ,  y p   )    be any point on the left path’s edge line,   Q  (   x Q  ,  y Q   )    will be any point on the right path’s edge line and   C  (   x c  ,  y c   )    will be the geometric middle point between point P and point Q. The linear equation is:


  y = k x + b  



(5)




when using the least squares method to estimate the parameters, the weighted square sum of the observed value and deviation must be the smallest, even if the equation is the smallest.


      ∑  c = 1  N    [   y c  − ( a + b  x c  )  ]     2   



(6)




k and b are derived thus:


   {    k N + b  ∑   x c  =  ∑   y c          a  ∑   x c  + b  ∑   x c    2  =  ∑   x c   y c             



(7)







The solution’s ideal    k n    and    b n    parameters are discovered and the linear equation is produced:


  y =  k n  x +  b n   



(8)










3. Experiment and Result Analysis


A ridge prediction model comparison experiment and a navigation route extraction experiment were conducted to evaluate the precision and robustness of the algorithm in ridge path extraction.



3.1. Prediction Network Model


3.1.1. Index for Evaluating Semantic Segmentation Models


In this study, we chose the average intersection ratio MIOU and F-Measure to measure and compare the performance of the algorithm to assess the accuracy of the semantic image segmentation algorithm. The precise equation is:


  M I O U =  1  k + 1     ∑  i = 0  k      p  i i       ∑  j = 0  k    p  i j     +   ∑  j = 0  k    p  j i   −  p  i i          



(9)






  F =   2 P R   P + R    



(10)






  R =   ∑  i = 0  k      p  i i       ∑  j = 0  k    p  j i   +  p  i i          



(11)






  P =   ∑  i = 0  k      p  i i       ∑  j = 0  k    p  i j +    p  i i          



(12)




where   k + 1   represents k semantic categories and a background category.    p  i i     indicates that the ith semantic category is predicted to be the ith category;    p  i j     means that the ith semantic category is predicted as the jth category, which is a positive sample of misclassification; and    p  j i     means that the jth semantic category is predicted as the ith category, which is a negative sample of misclassification. P is the precision rate (also known as accuracy); and R is - the recall rate (also called recall).




3.1.2. Model Training


The quality of the training results directly influences the effect of crop row segmentation and the training semantic segmentation model can learn the information about the field ridge in the huge sample data set. The desktop computer used to run the experimental network model in this paper used an AMD Ryzen331004-CoreProcessor (CPU) with a reference clock speed of 3.59 GHz. The graphics processor (GPU) was an NVIDIA GeForce GTX1650 (operating version CUDA11.1), with 16 GB of RAM, and Windows 10 as its operating system. Python 3.8.13, Anaconda 1.9.12, and Windows 10 (64-bit) were used as the development environment. The ideal configuration hyperparameters for the Pytorch deep learning framework were as follows: the learning rate was 0.0001 and the batch size was 16. The optimizer was Adam, the evaluation index was MIOU, F-Measure, and the loss function was the cross entropy loss function. The optimized Res2net50 network’s ridge image input was found to be too large, which caused the network parameters to increase and the training to be slow and too small, which resulted in the loss of crucial texture information. The ridge image was modified to 320 × 432 pixels and utilized as the network input to balance training speed and accuracy.




3.1.3. Model Training Process


The Pytorch deep learning environment was used to develop a model framework. The ridge dataset was first put into Pytorch. Following data processing, the dataset was randomly split into a training set, a verification set, and a test set in the ratio of 3: 1: 1. The training set, verification set, and test sets were then put into the pre-training model. We chose the Adam optimizer for the model training and set the batch size to 16 and the number of iterations (Epoch) to 50 to adaptively update the model parameters. The accuracy and loss gradually improved via the cross-loss entropy function. We used the Early Stopping approach to halt training when the loss in the validation set was stable or on, saving the model weight with the highest test accuracy in the validation set as the training outcome. This prevented the model from being overfitted.





3.2. Analysis of Experimental Results


Unlabeled ridge photos were gathered in order to undertake a performance evaluation of all models.



3.2.1. The Model’s Response to Parameter Optimization


The following two control experiments were created to ascertain the impact of learning rate and batch size design on the performance of the model. In Experiment 1, the impacts of various learning rates on model performance were compared. The impact of various batch sizes on model performance was compared in Experiment 2.



	
The influence of learning rate on model performance






The initial learning rate in the Adam optimization algorithm must have a desirable value. Model convergence issues will result from setting the learning rate too low; while, if it is set too high, the model will not only fail to converge but also have the loss function miss the ideal solution. To compare the training effect of the model, parameter values of various orders of magnitude are used. For model training, learning rates of 0.1, 0.01, 0.001, 0.0001, and 0.00001 were chosen, with a batch size of 16. Figure 5 depicts how various learning rates affect the loss value.



Figure 5 illustrates that the model converges slowly and has the highest loss value when the learning rate is 0.1. The model converges more slowly than other learning parameters when the learning rate is between 0.001 and 0.00001; when the learning rate is between 0.01 and 0.0001, the model converges well but the loss value it produces is less than 0.01 when the overall learning rate is 0.0001. The model was tested with the maximum accuracy at a learning rate of 0.0001, after 50 rounds of training. As a result, the learning rate for the model’s training was set at 0.0001.



	2.

	
The effect of batch size on model performance







The quantity of samples chosen for training is known as the batch size and this will have an impact on how quickly the model is trained and how much GPU memory is used. Batch size will become a crucial factor in further enhancing the model’s performance. When it was determined that the learning rate was 0.0001, 8, 16, and 24 samples were chosen for each training session, respectively. Figure 6 displays the effect of model training loss.



Figure 6 shows that batch sizes of 8, 16, and 24 may finish training when the graphics processor (GPU) is an NVIDIA GeForce GTX1650. However, if a batch size of 24 is selected, the model’s current device will get stuck back because it will not operate under normal conditions during training. When the batch size is 16, the model can achieve a lower loss value and converge more quickly. The model converges more quickly and can achieve a lower loss value when the batch size is 8, however, the utilization of hardware is insufficient. In conclusion, choosing a batch size of 16, within the permitted memory range, can produce superior training outcomes.




3.2.2. Predict the Outcomes of Experiments


	
An experiment on ablation






The ablation experiment was conducted to confirm the impact of the fusion of the ASPP and SE modules on the ridge prediction model. The Res2net50 model training results were utilized as the control index after the experiment was split into four groups. For the purposes of experimental comparison, the ASPP module and SE module were added to the experimental groups 1, 2, and 3. Table 1 describes the comparisons.



The outcomes of the ablation tests demonstrate that the evaluation indicators MIOU and F-measure values are lower when the Res2net50 model is employed on its own, compared to other network models. These are lowered by 0.157 and 0.061, respectively, when compared to the MIOU and F-measure values of the model in this study, which is not sufficient and is unsuitable for the prediction of the field ridge route. Because ASPP is able to further extract high-level features from the highest feature map produced by Res2net50 and enhance the accuracy of model prediction outcomes, the MIOU and F-measure values increase by 8% and 4.32%, respectively, when the ASPP module is applied on its own. The addition of the SE attention module raises the MIOU and F-measure values by 8.51% and 6.38%, respectively. The model can strengthen the significant feature channels of the ridge line in the prediction and prevent other noise effects as a result of the addition of the attention mechanism. The results demonstrate that the introduction of the ASPP module and SE attention mechanism has greater feature extraction capacity and higher extraction accuracy.



	2.

	
Comparison of detection performance of different models







Three alternative models (VGG, Unet, and Res2net50) were utilized to train and test the ridge row data set under the same experimental settings to confirm the viability and efficacy of the model in this work. The following model parameters were set: batch size 16, learning rate 0.0001, and 250 training rounds. In this research, the VGG model, Unet model, Res2net50 model, and optimization model were compared during the training phase, as shown in Table 2.



The experimental outcomes demonstrate that our optimized model assessment indices (MIOU and F-measure values), for which VGG had the lowest at 0.475 and 0.531, respectively, are the best. On its foundation, the revised model in this paper is enhanced by 90% and 72%. Although the time taken to forecast a single image with this algorithm is ideal, its training time is lengthy because of the numerous parameters. The speed increased by 67%, 71%, and 57% when compared to the VGG model, Unet model, and Resnet model, respectively.



In Figure 7a–e, the prediction outcome of the Unet model, VGG model, Res2net50 model, the optimized model, and lable in this paper are shown, respectively. Figure 7 clearly shows that the VGG model’s recognition performance for the same image is subpar, and other background elements outside the ridge target are also recognized as feature targets, leading to subpar segmentation tasks. In comparison to the VGG, the Res2net50 and Unet recognition models are better at segmenting data and can recognize ridge features. The segmentation mask contains errors, as a result of the Resnet model and the Unet model’s inability to further extract high-level semantic information. The loss function curve for the four models is shown in Figure 8. The degree of discrepancy between the predicted value and the actual value of the model can be calculated using the loss function. The resilience of the model is improved with a lower loss function [23,24].



From Figure 8, it can be seen that the improved model in this paper not only converges quickly but also has a small loss value, and can identify the monopoly features very well. Among the above models, VGG has the worst effect, converges slowly, and also has a large loss function. The Res2net50 and Unet models have average convergence speeds, and the models need to train several epochs to converge and the loss values are larger than the optimized algorithm. Therefore, the improved algorithm in this paper is optimal in terms of evaluation metrics and training loss values.




3.2.3. Navigation Path Accuracy Evaluation


Dynamic and static experiments were used to verify the offset error of the generated navigation line. The experimental results are shown in Figure 9.



Dynamic experiment: The navigation path used the experimental platform to carry out field studies on navigation at a steady speed. The ridge center line was manually measured in the field prior to the experiment. The actual road navigation line was fitted through a straight line as a control group, after measuring the distance between the left and right ridge edges with a tape measure and noting their midway positions. The knife was reversed during the experiment and fixed in the center of the robot’s tail. Marks were made using scratches on the surface of the ridge, which were treated as the machine’s actual field driving trajectory and used as Experimental Group 1’s navigational path.



Static experiment: The field ridge has a predictable shape. Deep learning was utilized to extract the feature points, which were then fitted using the least squares approach, to create the navigation path; this was used as Experimental Group 2’s navigation path.



The results were compared and analyzed by zooming in on the navigational lines fitted to the manual data of the control group and the navigational lines extracted from experimental group 1 and experimental group 2, respectively. As shown in Figure 9c,d. The green line segment represents the real path measured by the experimental group and the red line segment represents the ideal path fitted by the control group. Lastly, as indicated in Table 3, five extraction results were chosen at random, for comparison.



The table shows that Experimental Group 1’s average yaw angle error is 1.405° and Experimental Group 2’s average yaw angle is 1.385°. Between the two navigation angles, there is a small difference of 0.02°. In conclusion, Experimental Group 2’s average error is lower than Experimental Group 1’s error. This is because the experimental hardware has some limitations. The results of the picture processing are controlled into the chassis with a slight delay, which causes experimental inaccuracy. Even though there is a discrepancy in the navigation data between Experimental Group 1 and Experimental Group 2, it is still acceptable; accuracy can be increased with more advanced hardware.




3.2.4. Pixel Error Comparison


Based on the principle that the greater the light intensity, the greater the brightness of the image, in this study, 300 images were selected for brightness calculation, and the images were divided into three groups, (100 low light, 100 normal light, and 100 strong light). Matlab software was used to calculate the luminance value of each pixel point of the images under different lighting conditions, print out this information to obtain the average value of the luminance of this image, and then the average value of the luminance of each group of 100 images was obtained by the same method as the basis of experimental lighting classification. The experimental range is as follows: low luminance [0.3, 0.4], medium luminance [0.4, 0.6], and high luminance [0.6, 0.8].



During the dynamic experiment, the image was mapped to the real driving track of the robot in the ridge line. Five detection locations in the recognition path were chosen at random, from top to bottom, beginning at the end of the ridge line. The absolute value was used to calculate the pixel error of the path recognition compared to the real path points of the control group with the same ordinates. The calculating formula is:


   L x  =  |   X i  −  x i   |   



(13)






   L D  =  |   D i  −  d i   |   



(14)




where    L x    represents the pixel error,    X i    represents the abscissa of the actual path’s key point pixel, and    x i    represents the abscissa of the path point pixel fitting the navigation path.    L D    denotes the actual distance error,    D i    denotes the actual distance from the key point of the actual path to the road boundary, and    d i    denotes the actual distance from the fitting navigation path’s path point to the actual distance.



Figure 10 and Figure 11 show the difference between the optimization model and the Unet model in pixel error and distance error respectively. Table 4 and Table 5 show the experimental data of the optimized model and the Unet model under different illumination, respectively. From Figure 7, it can be seen that the Unet model is the closest to the algorithm in this paper in terms of prediction results, so it is chosen as the error control group experiment for comparison. From the data in the table, it can be concluded that the distance errors of the optimized model under low light, normal light, and high light are 0.75 cm, 0.71 cm, and 0.80 cm, respectively, with an average distance error of 0.76 cm, and the distance errors of the Unet model are 1.22 cm, 1.20 cm, and 1.21 cm, respectively, with an average distance error of 1.21 cm. Combined with Figure 9 and Figure 10, it can be concluded that the distance error of the optimized model under various illuminations is generally smaller than that of the Unet model, which can be adapted to various illumination environments. Second, the variance in the distance error of the optimized model is 0.11, 0.05, and 0.09 under low light, normal light, and high light, respectively, and the variance in the distance error of the Unet model is 0.18, 0.11, and 0.15 under the same conditions. Overall, the distance error of the Unet model fluctuates more sharply under different light conditions, which proves that it is not robust under different light conditions. However, the differences in distance errors of the optimized model compared to the Unet model are 0.47, 0.49, and 0.41. This indicates that the optimized model in this paper can better resist the influence of illumination under different lighting environments, and the overall error fluctuation range is small with good robustness. It can be concluded that changes in light intensity have little effect on this model, which is suitable for monopoly row operation in the field.






4. Conclusions


This study proposes a ridge navigation path extraction method and trains, optimizes, and experiments with the Res2Net50 model structure to address the navigation requirements of intelligent agricultural equipment in field ridge operations. The following are the main conclusions:




	
The experimental results show that the improved Res2Net50 model in this paper has significantly improved MIOU and F- measure values after the introduction of an SE attention mechanism module and ASPP feature pyramid module compared with the original Res2net50, indicating that the optimized model has stronger feature extraction ability and higher extraction accuracy. Compared with other models, the optimized model converges quickly and with small loss, and can identify the monopoly row features well.



	
Under different lighting conditions, the average distance error of this method is 0.76 cm, the normal driving speed of the field wheeled chassis is between 0 and 1.5 m/s, and the average processing time of a single image is 0.164 s. With further improvements in the hardware configuration, this study can provide an effective reference for visual navigation tasks.



	
Given that the training set in this study contains insufficient corresponding scenarios, the usage environment for this method may be restricted. As a result, more data will be collected from different field environments in future work, in order to expand the data set, improve the practicability of the model, and promote the use of semantic segmentation in intelligent visual navigation.
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Figure 1. Image acquisition. (a) Strong light. (b) Low light. (c) Shadow. (d) Ordinary light. 






Figure 1. Image acquisition. (a) Strong light. (b) Low light. (c) Shadow. (d) Ordinary light.
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Figure 2. Image enhancement. (a) Distorted projection. (b) Color enhancement. (c) Random cropping. (d) Random flip. (e) Revolve. (f) Original. 






Figure 2. Image enhancement. (a) Distorted projection. (b) Color enhancement. (c) Random cropping. (d) Random flip. (e) Revolve. (f) Original.



[image: Agriculture 13 00881 g002]







[image: Agriculture 13 00881 g003 550] 





Figure 3. SE model. 






Figure 3. SE model.
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Figure 4. Model framework. (a) Res2net50 model after optimization. (b) Feature map. 






Figure 4. Model framework. (a) Res2net50 model after optimization. (b) Feature map.
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Figure 5. The impact of learning rate on model performance. 
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Figure 6. The effect of batch size on model performance. 
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Figure 7. Outcome Prediction. (a1) Unet prediction mask. (b1) VGG prediction mask. (c1) Res2net50 pre-diction mask. (d1) Our model prediction mask. (e1) Label. (a2) Unet model navigation line fitting. (b2) VGG model navigation line fitting. (c2) Res2net50 model navigation line fitting. (d2) Our model model navigation line fitting. (e2) Original. 






Figure 7. Outcome Prediction. (a1) Unet prediction mask. (b1) VGG prediction mask. (c1) Res2net50 pre-diction mask. (d1) Our model prediction mask. (e1) Label. (a2) Unet model navigation line fitting. (b2) VGG model navigation line fitting. (c2) Res2net50 model navigation line fitting. (d2) Our model model navigation line fitting. (e2) Original.
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Figure 8. Model effect comparison. (a) Unet. (b) VGG. (c) Res2net50. (d) Our model. 
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Figure 9. Controlled experiment. (a) Field experiments. (b) Field measurements. (c) Experimental Group 1. (d) Experimental Group 2. 
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Figure 10. Distance error comparison. 
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Figure 11. Pixel error comparison. 
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Table 1. Ablation test results.
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	Model
	MIOU
	F-Measure





	Res2net50 + SE+ASPP
	0.905
	0.917



	Res2net50 + ASPP
	0.838
	0.879



	Res2net50 + SE
	0.834
	0.862



	Res2net50
	0.748
	0.856
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Table 2. Comparison of model results.






Table 2. Comparison of model results.





	Models
	MIOU
	F-Measure
	Precision
	Recall
	Training Time
	Forecast

Time





	Unet
	0.732
	0.775
	0.736
	0.993
	6 h
	0.565 s



	VGG
	0.475
	0.531
	0.476
	0.993
	7 h
	0.499 s



	Res2net50
	0.748
	0.856
	0.811
	0.908
	8 h
	0.387 s



	Our model
	0.905
	0.917
	0.883
	0.955
	7.5 h
	0.164 s
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Table 3. Yaw angle error.






Table 3. Yaw angle error.





	Experimental Group
	Experimental Group 1
	Experimental Group 2





	1
	1.452°
	1.421°



	2
	1.413°
	1.385°



	3
	1.356°
	1.342°



	4
	1.395°
	1.382°



	5
	1.411°
	1.399°



	Average yaw angle
	1.405°
	1.385°
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Table 4. The error values of our model.
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Path Detection Points

	
Pixel Error/Pixel

	
Distance Error/cm




	
Low Light

	
Ordinary Light

	
Strong Light

	
Low Light

	
Ordinary Light

	
Strong Light






	
1

	
8.6

	
7.3

	
5.7

	
0.69

	
0.63

	
0.72




	
2

	
7.2

	
8.2

	
6.8

	
0.59

	
0.69

	
0.79




	
3

	
9.6

	
8.5

	
5.3

	
0.76

	
0.71

	
0.69




	
4

	
9.8

	
7.9

	
6.1

	
0.77

	
0.67

	
0.75




	
5

	
9.9

	
8.6

	
9.3

	
0.78

	
0.72

	
0.97




	
6

	
10.2

	
9.6

	
7.5

	
0.80

	
0.79

	
0.84




	
7

	
7.7

	
8.4

	
6.6

	
0.63

	
0.71

	
0.78




	
8

	
8.4

	
7.9

	
6.1

	
0.68

	
0.67

	
0.75




	
9

	
11.1

	
8.1

	
8.3

	
0.86

	
0.78

	
0.90




	
10

	
12.5

	
9.8

	
7.3

	
0.96

	
0.80

	
0.83




	
Average

	
9.50

	
8.43

	
6.90

	
0.75

	
0.71

	
0.80




	
Variance

	
1.59

	
0.77

	
1.23

	
0.11

	
0.05

	
0.09
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Table 5. The error values of the Unet model.
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Path Detection Points

	
Pixel Error/Pixel

	
Distance Error/cm




	
Low Light

	
Ordinary Light

	
Strong Light

	
Low Light

	
Ordinary Light

	
Strong Light






	
1

	
7.8

	
6.9

	
10.2

	
1.02

	
0.99

	
1.20




	
2

	
8.5

	
12.5

	
12.3

	
1.05

	
1.27

	
1.30




	
3

	
9.1

	
11.5

	
9.6

	
1.08

	
1.22

	
1.17




	
4

	
11.5

	
7.9

	
8.3

	
1.20

	
1.04

	
1.10




	
5

	
16.7

	
12.5

	
6.8

	
1.46

	
1.27

	
1.03




	
6

	
15.3

	
12.7

	
13.6

	
1.39

	
1.28

	
1.37




	
7

	
7.8

	
13.4

	
6.6

	
1.02

	
1.32

	
1.02




	
8

	
9.8

	
11.7

	
10.3

	
1.12

	
1.23

	
1.20




	
9

	
16.2

	
11.2

	
16.4

	
1.44

	
1.21

	
1.51




	
10

	
15.3

	
9.8

	
9.6

	
1.39

	
1.14

	
1.17




	
Average

	
11.8

	
11.01

	
10.37

	
1.22

	
1.20

	
1.21




	
Variance

	
3.68

	
2.15

	
3.04

	
0.18

	
0.11

	
0.15
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