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Abstract: Personal protective systems widely use aramid textile fabrics, whether in soft or
rigid form, to protect against various types of ballistic threats. Ballistic impact refers to a
high-velocity impact caused by a thrusting source, often involving a low-mass object. To
use these materials effectively in structural applications, it is crucial to have a thorough
understanding of their ballistic behavior when subjected to high-velocity impact. Upon
contact of the projectile with the ballistic material, complex ballistic penetration processes
take place, which require a comprehensive and quantitative examination for a better
understanding. This study aims to analyze the damage mechanism of aramid fabric by
altering the projectile impact trajectory based on numerical simulations. We aim to obtain
a thorough understanding of the behavior of the aramid fabric by performing numerical
simulations and examining the penetration process in detail. The obtained results are
analyzed based on the von Mises stress distribution (panel and projectile, projectile only,
and main wires), projectile deformation, projectile velocity during ballistic impact, and
based on photographs obtained during the impact.
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1. Introduction
Body armor was once utilized to safeguard soldiers in conflict. In the production of

body armor, the pursuit of stronger and more lightweight materials has always proven
essential for enhancing performance while minimizing weight [1]. The utilization of high-
performance materials for protection against ballistics has enabled the creation of fabric-
based, flexible body armor that offers adequate ballistic defense, lightweight characteristics,
and flexibility [2]. In addition to creating high-performance materials, concurrent efforts to
comprehend their energy absorption mechanisms during ballistic impact have consistently
continued. Over the past decades, researchers have studied the behavior of ballistic
materials using experimental [3–8], analytical [9–11], and computational [12–18] approaches
to identify the ballistic impact mechanisms that influence impact resistance.

A crucial element of an oblique impact is the modification in a projectile’s trajectory
upon impact. The trajectory here refers to the angle between the bullet and the line
perpendicular to the target’s surface, also known as the angle of incidence. This is also
known as the angle of incidence. If a projectile impacts a target at an angle, axial symmetry
is absent, and the ensuing forces do not align with its trajectory. The element of the impact
that is perpendicular to the projectile’s trajectory would induce a change in its orientation.
The properties of the target further complicate this phenomenon, potentially causing the
projectile to deflect either toward or away from its normal trajectory [19].
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When a composite target is impacted at a specific angle, stress waves are generated
both through its thickness and along its length [19]. The projectile would exert force on the
target. In addition to a force along the penetration route, a transverse force will be created,
resulting in a change in the projectile’s obliquity during the whole impact event. Thus,
the trajectory of the bullet would be curved. The perforation of the target is contingent
upon the projectile’s starting velocity. The impact process has been categorized into two
phases for ease of understanding. The first phase occurs from the moment of impact until
all layers have succumbed to different failure mechanisms. The second stage begins and
continues until the impact process concludes, namely when the projectile has penetrated
the target. With reduced incidence impact energy, projectile perforation may be absent.

Zhang et al. [20] studied the oblique impact of two metallic laminates with a hemispher-
ical rigid projectile at different impact angles (0◦, 30◦, 45◦, and 60◦). Through numerical
simulation, they discovered that the projectile deformation at oblique impact decreases as
the impact velocity increases, the projectile deviation angle decreases, the residual projec-
tile velocity correlates with the initial velocity, and the energy absorption of the metallic
laminates also correlates with the initial velocity.

Biswas et al. [21] studied the ballistic resistance of an armor system made of a 95%
alumina–Kevlar 29/epoxy composite under normal and oblique impact conditions. The
angle of incidence ranges from 0◦ to 70◦ in 10-degree increments, while the projectile’s
impact velocities vary from 220 to 1200 m/s. They found that when the angle of impact
decreases below 30 degrees, when the angle of impact increases, the residual projectile
velocity increases by up to 15%, concluding that in the range of 30 degrees to 45 degrees, the
penetration resistance of the armor indicates a lower sensitivity to impact. When the impact
angle increases above 45 degrees, the ballistic limiting velocity shows a sharp increase.

Goda [22] studied the ballistic resistance of composite E-glass targets impacted by
projectiles with different nose shapes and different impact angles. The analysis was carried
out by numerical simulation using the Abaqus Explicit program and was validated with
literature tests. It concluded that composite E-glass targets impacted by projectiles with
different nose shapes and different impact angles significantly influence the impact behavior
of the target.

Iqbal et al. [23] conducted a study on the effects of sharp-nosed cylindrical projectiles
on Weldox Steel targets. The projectile hit the target from several angles: 0◦, 15◦, 30◦,
45◦, and 60◦. The impacted targets had two thicknesses, 1 mm and 12 mm. The 12 mm
thick target exhibited approximately the same ballistic limit for the cases with an angle
up to 30◦; the 1 mm thick case behaved differently, indicating a significant increase in the
ballistic limit. When the projectile ricocheted, the critical angle increased with increasing
impact velocity.

The aim of this study is to analyze, by numerical simulation, the impact between a
meso-modeled fabric and a projectile with different impact trajectories (different angles)
from 0◦ to 70◦ in 10◦ steps. This analysis provides a detailed understanding of the equiva-
lent stress distribution, projectile behavior, and yarn and layer breakage mechanisms, which
are crucial for optimizing the design and strength of modern ballistic materials. By using
this method, this work contributes to the understanding of material behavior at oblique
impact, where the dynamics of projectile–fabric interactions are complex and influenced
by the impact trajectory. The meso-level simulation provides a detailed insight into how
stresses propagate in the yarn structure, allowing an accurate analysis of the deformation
and rupture processes. These results are valuable for the design of more effective ballistic
protection equipment that is tailored to withstand a wide range of angles and conditions.

The aim of this work is to analyze, by numerical simulation, the behavior of a Twaron
CT736 aramid fabric panel, CT736, subjected to projectile impacts at different angles (0–70◦)
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in order to understand the distribution of the equivalent stresses, deformation, rupture
mechanisms of yarns and layers, and the interactions between them. The numerical model
is validated using the experimental results from the literature for a 16-layer fabric panel
subjected to normal impact. This validation provides a solid basis for extending the
analyses to other impact conditions and ensures the quality and accuracy of the numerical
simulation, an aspect that is frequently missing in other similar studies.

This study analyzes the oblique impacts at angles ranging from 0◦ to 70◦ in steps of
10◦. This significantly extends the applicability of the results compared to the research that
focuses mainly on normal impact or a limited number of angles. This paper uses a meso-
level approach, which simulates each individual thread in the fabric and its interactions,
allowing detailed analyses of stress propagation, yarn deformation, and the contribution
of the layer to energy absorption. Unlike simulated macro-level models in the literature,
this approach provides a detailed insight into the structural behavior of the fabric. To
facilitate simulations at large angles, this paper reduces the number of simulated layers,
optimizing computational resources while ensuring model validity. This approach allows
detailed analysis for oblique impacts without compromising the quality of the results. This
paper details the modes of yarn failure and investigates how stresses and strains propagate
between successive layers. These analyses go beyond the level of detail found in most
existing works. The choice of an impact velocity of 400 m/s, comparable to the experimen-
tally measured values (410 m/s), represents an optimal compromise between simulation
accuracy and computational resource utilization, given the tolerances inherent in experi-
mental measurements. By integrating these elements, this paper contributes significantly
to the knowledge of the performance of aramid fabrics under various impact conditions
and provides essential information for optimizing the design of ballistic materials.

2. Numerical Modeling
There are three structural levels in numerical simulation identified in the literature: the

micro level (fiber modeling), meso level (wire modeling), and macro level (layer modeling).
In layer-level modeling, at the macro level, the geometry and waves of the wires are
neglected, but the advantage is that the calculation time is lower. Nunes et al. [24] studied
targets with 8 layers, 13 layers, 23 layers, and 28 layers impacted by two projectiles (a 9 mm
Luger and .357 Magnum). The meso-level analysis is the most widely used because the
results obtained are more accurate compared to the macro-level analysis [24]. Liu et al. [25]
studied, at the meso level, the impact between the modified aramid fabric and the FMJ
(full metal jacket) and FSP (fragment simulating projectile) projectiles. SOLID elements are
preferred for wire-level analysis since SHELL elements do not account for the changes in
wire thickness and shape. Modeling at the fiber level involves representing the fabric as a
collection of parallel fibers compactly clustered in the cross-section of the wire [26–29]. This
allows for the simulation of important deformation and interaction mechanisms, such as
friction between fibers and yarns, fiber displacement, and fiber degradation and breakage.
However, these methods are extremely demanding, which limits the analysis of short
wire fragments.

The impact behavior of the aramid fabric was analyzed by numerical simulation,
using ANSYS Explicit Dynamics, modeling the fabric at the meso level, at the level of the
yarn considered as a homogeneous structure (Figure 1). The yarn has a length of 30 mm
and a thickness of 0.31 mm, corresponding to the dimensions of the Twaron CT736 fabric
(Table 1) [30]. The target panel was made of 16 and 5 layers and was impacted by a 9 mm
FMJ (Full Metal Jacket) projectile with modified trajectories to investigate the impact at
different angles (Figure 2). The contact conditions between the projectile and the wire,
as well as between the wires, were characterized by friction. A friction coefficient of 0.3



Fibers 2025, 13, 8 4 of 21

was chosen based on previous research [31–35]. The wire and projectile geometries were
discretized to the same size. The target from 5 layers and projectile were discretized into
85,255 elements with 105,983 nodes.
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Table 1. T Properties of Twaron CT736 fabric [30].

Style Twaron-Type Weave Areal Density
[g/m2]

Thickness
[mm]

CT736 2000 Plain 410 0.62

The density of the simulated aramid wire is 1450 kg m−3, Young’s modulus is
119,000 MPa, the yield strength is 3500 MPa, and the maximum equivalent strain is 4%.
These values have been selected from the literature [36–46].

The density value of the projectile jacket is 8300 kg m−3, Young’s modulus is
117,000 MPa, Poisson’s ratio is 0.34, the yield strength is 70 MPa, and the tangent modulus
is 1150 MPa. Values for the projectile material properties were selected from the litera-
ture [47–53]. The density value of the projectile core is 11,340 kg m−3, Young’s modulus is
16,000 MPa, Poisson’s ratio is 0.44, and the material constants of the Johnson–Cook strength
model are:

• A = 24 MPa (initial yield strength);
• B = 300 MPa (hardening constant);
• n = 1 (hardening exponent);
• c = 0.1 (strain rate constant);
• m = 1 (thermal softening exponent);
• Tm = 760 K (melting temperature);
• Reference strain rate = 1/s.

Each layer of yarn was modeled as a continuous, homogeneous structure, and the
inter-yarn friction was defined to ensure realistic contact behavior. Solid elements were
used for both the yarn and projectile, as they can accurately simulate volume changes,
plasticity, and failure. These elements also allow for a better representation of stress–strain
relationships in both the yarn and projectile materials. The initial velocity of the projectile
was set to 400 m/s, simulating a typical high-velocity impact for a 9 mm FMJ projectile.
The fabric panel was fixed at its edges to simulate a rigid support system. This boundary
condition allowed for the simulation of a realistic dynamic response to impact.

A sufficiently small time step was chosen to capture the rapid deformation and
interaction processes during the high-velocity impact. The total simulation time was set
to capture the entire impact event, from initial contact to the final penetration state of
the projectile.

A failure criterion based on maximum stress was applied to the yarns, which
are considered to fail when the von Mises stress exceeds the material’s yield strength
(σy = 3500 MPa). This criterion was used to identify potential failure locations within
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the yarns and to track their progression through the simulation. The projectile was also
modeled to undergo deformation and potential failure upon impact. The Johnson–Cook
strength model was used for the projectile core material, incorporating temperature and
strain rate effects to account for the plastic deformation and possible failure under high
strain rates typical of ballistic impacts.

In numerical impact simulations, element erosion is triggered when the equivalent
plastic strain (EPS) exceeds a critical threshold set for the aramid material. This threshold
represents the plastic strain limit beyond which the material cannot return to its original
shape, indicating failure or structural destruction of the element.

By using this erosion method, numerical simulations allow an accurate representation
of how the aramid fabric absorbs impact energy and how the material breaks during
projectile penetration. This provides a detailed understanding of the tearing and perforation
formation mechanisms in aramid fabrics, providing valuable insights into the behavior of
the material under extreme impact conditions.

A main wire was analyzed to identify the mode of breakage at the wire level and the
von Mises stress distribution. The analyzed wire was from the first layer; the wire was in
the direction of the weft (see Figure 3).
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Figure 2 provides the initial impact velocities following the oblique impact. The initial
velocity vector, vi, is decomposed in the y and x directions as follows: vy = vicosα, vx = visinα,
where vi represents the initial impact velocity and vy and vx represent the components of the
impact velocity along the thickness and the surface of the target, respectively.

Description of the experimental 16-layer [54] panel tested according to NIJ 0101.06

The ballistic panel used to validate the numerical model was made of 16 layers of
Twaron CT736 aramid fabric, a material known for its excellent performance in impact
energy absorption and high tensile strength. The panel was made of 16 layers of fabric
stacked on top of each other and stitched at the corners, ensuring the relative stability of
the layers during ballistic tests.

The dimensions of the panel are 400 mm × 400 mm, which allows a large enough area
to evaluate the behavior of the material during ballistic impact. The panel was tested in
accordance with the NIJ (National Institute of Justice) standard 0101.06 [55], which provides
rigorous requirements for evaluating the performance of ballistic equipment.

The NIJ standard includes templates with specific contours for body armor vests by
size (S, M, L, XL, and XXL), but the rectangular panel was used as an intermediate test
method for material validation.
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In general, for ballistic impact tests, projectile velocity is measured with high-precision
equipment such as ballistic chronographs and is usually checked with a very small margin
of error, but some small differences (around 1–5%) may be allowed depending on the
equipment used.

Choosing the impact velocity of 400 m/s instead of 410 m/s is a practical option to
optimize computational resources. The difference between the two values (about 2–3%)
is very small and does not significantly influence the simulation results. Furthermore, in
experimental tests, the measurement of projectile velocity using ballistic chronographs can
be influenced by measurement errors inherent to this type of equipment. These natural
variations in experimental measurements additionally justify the use of a rounded value,
such as 400 m/s, for numerical simulation.

In the context of complex numerical simulations, where computational time and use of
hardware resources are crucial factors, reducing the impact velocity to 400 m/s allows us to
obtain results very close to the real ones without complicating the computational process.

Reducing the number of layers

In this research, the number of layers of the ballistic panel has been reduced for
simulations for reasons related to the optimization of computational resources.

The simulation of a 16-layer panel, validated in experimental tests, at oblique impact
angles (different from normal impact) would require considerable computational resources
as well as a very large computational time. These requirements increase exponentially with
the complexity of the model and the number of variables involved, such as the impact
angle and the interactions between the layers.

Simulating impacts at oblique angles on a multi-layered panel (16 layers) can lead to
a very large number of elements and interactions between layers, which makes the com-
putational process inefficient. Reducing the number of layers allows us to explore several
impact angles (10◦, 20◦, . . ., 70◦) in a shorter time without significantly compromising the
accuracy of the obtained results.

By reducing the number of layers, results relevant to the study of material behavior at
oblique impacts can be obtained quickly, thus saving computational resources and time. Even
if the number of layers is reduced, the main deformation and fracture mechanisms of the
material are well captured, and the analysis remains valid in terms of ballistic performance.

This choice to reduce the number of layers is a balanced solution that allows valid
results for oblique impact analysis without significantly sacrificing simulation accuracy or
significantly increasing computational costs.

3. Results of the Numerical Simulation of the 16-Layer Panel and
Model Validation

Validation of the numerical model is essential to ensure the accuracy and reliability
of the simulation results. By comparing numerical data with the experimental results
available in the literature, the proposed model can be evaluated both qualitatively and
quantitatively. This validation step confirms that the model correctly reproduces the real
behavior of the material and its response to impact. In this case, the use of a 16-layer fabric
panel to simulate a normal impact provides a solid basis for comparison with established
experimental work.

Validation also ensures that any subsequent analysis, such as that of the effects of
varying impact angles, is based on a robust numerical model, reducing the uncertainties
associated with numerical predictions. The validation process not only improves the
credibility of the model but also contributes to a better understanding of the complex
phenomena associated with projectile–material interactions.
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Figure 4 illustrates the von Mises stress distribution for the simulated 16-layer panel
made of aramid fiber strands woven in a plain weave pattern. The image highlights the
formation of the projectile-induced hole, how it causes the lateral displacement of the
yarns in the impact zone, and the stress distribution in the material. Localized deformation
of the yarns, yarn breakage in the vicinity of the hole, as well as fragments of the yarns
adhering to the projectile tip can be observed. These details indicate an intense interaction
between the projectile and the fabric, characterized by complex deformation and tearing
mechanisms, confirming the distinctive behavior of plain aramid weave under impact.
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This analysis emphasizes how the plain weave structure contributes to the absorption
and redistribution of the kinetic energy of the projectile. The interaction between the
individual yarns, which are tensioned and deformed under the action of dynamic forces,
causes stress propagation in the areas adjacent to the impact. This propagation facilitates
energy dissipation and, in combination with the specific strength of the aramid fibers, leads
to a complex mechanical response.
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Visible fragments on the projectile nose indicate that the aramid fibers failed locally,
but their high toughness characteristic allowed efficient energy dissipation before complete
rupture. This validates the simulated behavior of the 16-layered panel and supports that
the layered architecture and the chosen materials contribute significantly to the ballistic
performance of the structure.

In both the numerical simulation and experimental results from [54], the panel is
completely penetrated by the projectile. This behavior is due to the propagation of stress
waves through the fabric and the ability of the projectile to generate a deformation large
enough to tear the fabric layers. In the numerical simulation, it was observed that all layers
of the fabric were completely penetrated, and at the end of the simulation, the projectile
exited through the back of the panel. In the test experiments of [54], complete perforation
of the panels occurs under similar conditions when the kinetic energy of the projectile
exceeds the energy absorbed by the material.

One aspect that is emphasized, both in the numerical simulations and in [54], is the
contribution of the main threads (the threads in direct contact with the projectile) to the
absorption of kinetic energy. In the numerical simulation, the main threads are the first to
be subjected to high stress, either compressive or tensile, and are responsible for dissipating
a significant part of the projectile energy. Stress waves propagate along these threads,
and their contribution can be visualized by the von Mises stress concentrations in the
impact zones.

An experimental study showed that the main wires in the impact zone absorbed the
energy by elastic and plastic deformation until they broke. The contribution of the main
wires in the penetration process is visible from the images in [54]

A common observation between the numerical model and the literature is that the
main wires are the ones that break in the impact zone, while the secondary wires are less
affected. In the numerical simulation, the wires in direct contact with the projectile are
subjected to both compression and extreme stretching, leading to their breakage. At the
end of the simulation, in the impact zone, the primary yarns are fragmented into several
pieces, while the secondary yarns remain only deformed or show incomplete breakage.

In the test experiments in [54], the fabric shows the same behavior—the main yarns in
the impact zone are the most affected, with visible fragments around the penetration hole.
Secondary yarns, further away from the projectile trajectory, contribute less to the energy
absorption process and remain relatively intact.

The similarities observed between the numerical simulation and the experimental
results described in the literature indicate a solid validation of the model. The complete
penetration of the panel confirms that the numerical model can correctly reproduce the
tissue damage mechanisms. The contribution of the main threads to kinetic energy ab-
sorption highlights the importance of detailed modeling of the thread properties and
projectile–material interaction. The breakage of the main threads in the impact zone is a
consistent result in both simulations and experimental tests, which supports the ability of
the numerical model to faithfully reproduce the behavior of the fabric.

4. Results
The 16-layer model has been validated by comparing the simulation results with

experimental data, thus ensuring that it correctly reflects the material behavior under
normal impact conditions. After the validation of this model, reducing the number of
layers is considered an efficient method to analyze the oblique impact, preserving the
validity of the results without significantly increasing the computational complexity.
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The analysis of the von Mises stress distribution is essential for understanding how
materials behave upon ballistic impact in order to evaluate the deformation or failure
mechanisms. In the context of simulating the impact of a projectile on an aramid fabric,
the stress distribution during impact helps us to determine the zones of failure, indicating
the areas where the material reaches or exceeds the yield strength (stress concentrators,
red-colored areas), suggesting where the yarns or layers are most likely to break. This
allows for the identification of areas of weakness where the fabric begins to fail under
impact. Evaluating the stress distribution enables the identification of areas with excessive
stress, allowing for improvements in the fabric’s strength through modifications in fiber
composition or structural adjustments to enhance ballistic impact protection.

The numerical simulation, with the projectile trajectory at 0◦, normal impact, records,
in the first moment of the simulation, the stressing of the first layer in the impact zone,
affecting only the main wires (wires in direct contact with the projectile) (Figure 5). As
the projectile advances, the main wires are stressed along their entire length. At the same
time, as the projectile advances, the secondary wires (wires that are not in direct contact
with the projectile) are also stressed. From the time moment t = 5 × 10−6 s, the cone starts
to form on the back face of the target. The yarns are compressed by the projectile in the
impact zone at the beginning of the simulation, which leads to a compressive breakage.
With the advancement of the projectile through the target panel, the wires are stretched
until they break. Yarn breakage in the impact zone is in the form of fragments that are also
visible on the tip of the projectile. When the projectile perforates the fabric, the yarns are
pushed to the side, creating a twist in the transverse direction. Before being broken, the
analyzed wire is compressed and stretched. It is broken into two points in the impact zone.
The bending in the transverse direction is generated by the projectile advancing through
the panel, which also causes several fragments to break in that area. At the end of the
simulation, the wire is broken to one side near the embedding zone. The von Mises stress
recorded at the end of the simulation on this analyzed thread is 22% of the yield strength of
the wire.
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normal impact): (a) section in the middle; (b) side view of the perforated model.

Qian et al. [52], in their study, mention that the stress distribution mainly occurs
along the main wires [52]. The main wires instantaneously transmit the stress waves
to the edges in the longitudinal direction of the wires. The projectile pushes the main
wires away from the direction of impact, facilitating penetration of the material due to
the increased movement between the wires. This may elucidate the fact that the energy
absorption capacity fluctuates with the variations in the fabric, as the yarns are significantly
compressed and forced to move.
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At the first moment of impact, in the simulation with the projectile trajectory oriented
at 10◦, the wires in the impact zone are observed to be stressed (Figure 6). In the second
moment of the simulation, the stress waves expand, and the maximum stress increases
by 27 MPa compared to the first moment. From the beginning of the simulation, the
fabric layers are subjected to the compression exerted by the projectile. At time moment
t = 5 × 10−6 s, the main wire is stressed to the edge. At the next moment, the wires
that are in contact with the projectile on the first layer break due to compression. As the
projectile advances, stress waves also become visible on the secondary wires. At time
moment t = 7.5 × 10−6 s, the cone begins to form on the back face of the target. At time
moment t = 1.75 × 10−5 s, all layers are broken. At the end of the impact, fragments of
broken wires are visible on the nose of the projectile. The laminated panels are damaged in
and around the impact zone, and the wires are pushed laterally, showing bending in the
transverse direction. At the first moment of the simulation, the analyzed main wire shows
a slight compression in the impact zone. At time moment t = 5 × 10−6 s, the wire is both
compressed and stretched, showing small fragments breaking away from the impact zone.
Complete breakage of this thread becomes visible at time moment t = 1 × 10−5 s. This
breakage is not symmetric, with fragments of the wire being broken in the impact zone, as
well as fragmentation of a part of the wire after it has been broken in the central zone.
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Figure 6. Equivalent stress distribution and mode of fabric destruction (the projectile trajectory
oriented at 10◦): (a) section in the middle; (b) side view of the perforated model.

The numerical simulation, with the projectile trajectory at 20◦, shows at the time
moment t = 5 × 10−6 s. a non-uniform equivalent stress distribution (Figure 7). The main
wires are stressed from the impact zone to the end, but only on the inclined side of the
projectile. At the next time, t = 7.5 × 10−6 s, there is a stressing of the wires along their
entire length in the warp direction, while the wires in the weft direction remain stressed
only in the impact zone to the end, on the side where the projectile is inclined at 20◦,
increasing only the number of affected wires. The transverse stress waves increase as the
projectile perforates the fabric. Yarn compression is also present in this case. The yarns are
compressed from the first moments of impact and break as the projectile advances. The
main yarn being analyzed, in the direction of the weft, is compressed at the first moment of
the simulation and is damaged at the next moment. This breakage is caused by compression.
As the projectile advances, the wire also undergoes a tensile/stretch break in the projectile’s
inclination zone.
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The numerical simulation, with the projectile trajectory at 40°, records, in the first 
moment of the simulation, a maximum stress of 3482.4 MPa, a value below the yield limit. 
This first moment does not show any broken wires but only stressed wires in the impact 
zone. In the second moment of the simulation, 𝑡 = 5 × 10ି s, stress concentrators are ob-
served on the edges of the wires in the impact zone, where the stress exceeds the yield 
stress of the wire, reaching a value of 3520 MPa. The main wires in the weft direction are 

Figure 7. Equivalent stress distribution and mode of fabric destruction (the projectile trajectory at
20◦): (a) section in the middle; (b) side view of the perforated model.

The numerical simulation, with the projectile trajectory set to 30◦, shows stress waves
in the impact zone at the simulation’s initial moment. At time moment t = 5 × 10−6 s,
the tension of the wires is observed from the weft direction of the impact zone to the end,
where the projectile is inclined. The next moment, t = 7.5 × 10−6 s, records the stressing of
the wires in the warp direction in the longitudinal direction. At this time moment, the cone
formation on the back face also starts. Starting at time moment t = 2 × 10−5 s, the projectile
starts to damage all the layers and exit the fabric. The last moment of the simulation shows
how the yarns are pushed sideways by the projectile, showing a longitudinal bending (the
yarns in the weft direction) and a transverse bending (the yarns in the warp direction).
The weft-direction yarn analyzed is partially broken at time t = 5 × 10−6 s, due to the
compression exerted by the projectile. The next moment records its complete breakage. As
the projectile perforates the fabric, fragments of the wire are broken, especially from the
right side, while the left side shows a strong bending in the transverse direction due to the
projectile trajectory oriented at 30◦, accompanied by significant stretching (Figure 8).
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The numerical simulation, with the projectile trajectory at 40◦, records, in the first
moment of the simulation, a maximum stress of 3482.4 MPa, a value below the yield
limit. This first moment does not show any broken wires but only stressed wires in the
impact zone. In the second moment of the simulation, t = 5 × 10−6 s, stress concentrators
are observed on the edges of the wires in the impact zone, where the stress exceeds
the yield stress of the wire, reaching a value of 3520 MPa. The main wires in the weft
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direction are stressed all the way to their ends on the left side. At the next time moment,
t = 7.5 × 10−6 s, stress waves are recorded along the entire length of the main wires in the
warp direction. This moment also marks the beginning of the cone formation on the back
face. At time moment t = 1 × 10−5 s, the breakage of the first layer is observed, a breakage
caused by the compression of the material layer. At time moment t = 2 × 10−5 s, stress
concentrators appear on the back face of the panel, with values around 3530 MPa. These
stress concentrators indicate that, in those areas, the wires are susceptible to breakage. The
wire breakage is not symmetrical; the wires on the left side of the projectile are broken, while
the wires in the warp and weft directions on the right side are twisted in both transverse
and longitudinal directions (Figure 9). The weft-direction wire analyzed shows, on the back
face, an area with a stress concentrator of 3334.8 MPa, which is below the yield strength
of the wire. This zone detaches from the wire at the second time instant of the simulation
t = 5 × 10−6 s. At this moment, stress concentrators are also observed in the impact zone,
indicating that at the next time instant, t = 7.5 × 10−6 s, the wire will undergo breakage.
The last moment of the simulation shows that several fragments were broken from the wire,
caused by bending in the transverse direction and stretching during the simulation.
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The first moment of the simulation, with the projectile trajectory oriented at 50◦,
records a maximum von Mises stress value of 2479.9 MPa, which is 71% of the yield
strength of the wire. At time moment t = 7.5 × 10−6 s, higher von Mises stress values
are observed at the ends of the wires in the impact zone. Wire breakage by compression
becomes evident at time moment t = 1 × 10−5 s. Stress waves on the back face of the panel
are visible starting at time moment t = 1 × 10−5 s. At time moment t = 2.25 × 10−5 s,
areas of maximum von Mises stress values are recorded on the back face of the panel in
the impact zone. The main analyzed wire, at the first time of the simulation, records a
stress value of 1593.3 MPa, representing 46% of the yield strength of the wire. At this time
moment, a stress concentrator zone is observed on the back face of the wire. The next time
moment, t = 5 × 10−6 s, shows two areas with stress concentrators at the edges of the
wire. At time moment t = 5 × 10−6 s, a partial wire break is observed, along with stress
concentrators across the width of the wire in the impact zone. The complete wire breakage
is recorded at time moment t = 1 × 10−5 s. During the simulation, several fragments of
the wire are broken, which are caused by the stretching and transverse bending of the wire
(Figure 10).
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moment, stress waves are present on the wires in the warp direction, wires that contact 
the side of the projectile’s jacket (Figure 12). Starting at the time moment t = 2 × 10ିହ s, 
the projectile pushes the layers upward. The area deformed by the projectile is very large 
because the projectile, as it advances, destroys the yarns with the lateral side, as well. The 
casing of the projectile is deformed around contact with the yarns. At the final time mo-
ment t = 5 × 10ିହ s, the projectile failed to perforate all the layers, and a simulation with 
a longer time is needed to penetrate the fabric. In this case, the fabric shows better impact 

Figure 10. Equivalent stress distribution and mode of fabric destruction (the projectile trajectory
oriented at 50◦): (a) section in the middle; (b) side view of the perforated model.

The numerical simulation, with the projectile trajectory at 60◦, records a von Mises
stress value of 2011.4 MPa, representing 57% of the yield strength of the wire at the first
moment of the simulation. At time moment t = 7.5 × 10−6 s, several areas of stress
concentrators appear in the impact zone. At time moment t = 1.25 × 10−5 s, stress waves
are visible on the back face of the panel in the impact zone. The projectile starts to push the
wires of the first layer upwards due to the 60◦ impact trajectory, starting at time moment
t = 1.75 × 10−5 s. In the following moments of the simulation, the other layers are also
pushed. More wires are broken because the impact area is larger due to the projectile
trajectory at 60◦. The main analyzed wire registers a von Mises stress value of 1751.4 MPa,
representing 50% of the yield strength of the wire. An area of stress concentrators is visible
on the back face of the wire in the impact zone. The wire is both compressed and stretched,
breaking at time moment t = 1.25 × 10−5 s. The wire breaks into several fragments due to
stretching and bending in the left side area (Figure 11).
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At the first moment of impact, no wire is touched in the case of the numerical simula-
tion, with the projectile trajectory at 70◦. The next moment records a very small stressed
area. As the projectile advances through the fabric, the stressed area increases. At the time
moment, stress waves are present on the wires in the warp direction, wires that contact
the side of the projectile’s jacket (Figure 12). Starting at the time moment t = 2 × 10−5 s,
the projectile pushes the layers upward. The area deformed by the projectile is very large
because the projectile, as it advances, destroys the yarns with the lateral side, as well. The
casing of the projectile is deformed around contact with the yarns. At the final time moment
t = 5× 10−5 s, the projectile failed to perforate all the layers, and a simulation with a longer
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time is needed to penetrate the fabric. In this case, the fabric shows better impact resistance.
The analyzed weft-direction yarn in the first three times is not tensioned. At time moment
t = 1 × 10−5 s, the value of the maximum von Mises stress is 104 MPa, representing 3%
of the yield strength of the yarn. The time moment t = 2.25 × 10−5 s records the partial
rupture of this wire in the middle regions. The next time instant, time t = 2.5 × 10−5 s of
the simulation records the splitting of the wire.
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Figure 12. Equivalent stress distribution and mode of fabric destruction (the projectile trajectory at
70◦): (a) section in the middle; (b) side view of the perforated model.

Table 2 provides the components of the initial impact velocity obtained with the above
formulas and the velocities from Ansys. Table 3 provides the projectile velocities at the end
of the numerical simulation, expressed as a percentage of the initial impact velocity. Table 4
provides the projectile velocities at the end of the numerical simulation, expressed as a
percentage of the initial velocity in the x and y directions, respectively, inferred from the
numerical simulation. Table 5 provides the projectile velocities at the end of the numerical
simulation, expressed as a percentage of the initial velocity in the x and y directions,
respectively, calculated analytically.

Table 2. Velocity components in the x and y directions.

Model Vi [m/s] Vx [m/s] Vy [m/s] Vx [m/s] Ansys Vy [m/s] Ansys

0◦ 400 0 400 0 400
10◦ 400 69.46 393.92 0 400
20◦ 400 136.81 375.88 136.81 375.88
30◦ 400 200 346.41 200 346.41
40◦ 400 257.12 306.42 257.12 306.42
50◦ 400 306.42 257.12 306.42 257.12
60◦ 400 346.41 200 346.41 200
70◦ 400 375.88 136.81 375.88 136.81

Vi—the initial impact velocity; Vx—x-axis velocity component; Vy—y-axis velocity component.

Table 3. Projectile velocities at the end of the numerical simulation expressed as a percentage of the
initial impact velocity.

Model Vi [m/s] Vxf [m/s] Vyf [m/s] ∆Vx = Vxf·100
Vi

[%] ∆Vx = Vxf·100
Vi

[%]

0◦ 400 63.26 243 15.82 60.75
10◦ 400 39.772 32.351 9.94 8.09
20◦ 400 148.23 33.68 37.06 8.42
30◦ 400 194.08 75.118 48.52 18.78
40◦ 400 270.27 61.445 67.57 15.36
50◦ 400 296.66 20.385 74.17 5.10
60◦ 400 108.43 9.291 27.11 2.32
70◦ 400 453.23 253.53 113.31 63.38

Vi—the initial impact velocity; Vx f —x-axis velocity component at the end of the numerical simulation; Vy f —y-axis
velocity component at the end of the numerical simulation.
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Table 4. The projectile velocities at the end of the numerical simulation expressed as a percentage of
the initial velocity in the x and y directions, respectively, in Ansys.

Model Vx [m/s]
Ansys

Vy [m/s]
Ansys Vxf [m/s] Vyf [m/s] ∆Vx = Vxf·100

Vx
[%]

∆Vx = Vxf·100
Vy

[%]

0◦ 0 400 63.26 243 - 60.75
10◦ 0 400 39.772 32.351 - 8.09
20◦ 136.81 375.88 148.23 33.68 108.35 8.96
30◦ 200 346.41 194.08 75.118 97.04 21.68
40◦ 257.12 306.42 270.27 61.445 105.11 20.05
50◦ 306.42 257.12 296.66 20.385 96.81 7.93
60◦ 346.41 200 108.43 9.291 31.30 4.65
70◦ 375.88 136.81 453.23 253.53 120.58 185.32

Vx—x-axis velocity component; Vx f —x-axis velocity component at the end of the numerical simulation; Vy f —y-
axis velocity component at the end of the numerical simulation.

Table 5. The projectile velocities at the end of the numerical simulation expressed as a percentage of
the initial velocity in the x and y directions, respectively, and calculated analytically.

Model Vx [m/s] Vy [m/s] Vxf [m/s] Vyf [m/s] ∆Vx = Vxf·100
Vx

[%]
∆Vx = Vxf·100

Vy

[%]

0◦ 0 400 63.26 243 0 60.75
10◦ 69.46 393.92 39.772 32.31 57.26 8.21
20◦ 136.81 375.88 148.23 33.68 108.35 8.96
30◦ 200 346.41 194.08 75.11 97.04 21.68
40◦ 257.12 306.42 270.27 61.44 105.11 20.05
50◦ 306.42 257.12 296.66 20.38 96.81 7.93
60◦ 346.41 200 108.43 9.29 31.30 4.65
70◦ 375.88 136.81 453.23 253.53 120.58 185.32

Vx—x-axis velocity component; Vx f —x-axis velocity component at the end of the numerical simulation; Vy f —y-
axis velocity component at the end of the numerical simulation.

In Figure 13, the equivalent stress distribution is given on the analyzed main wire and
projectile velocities as a function of time.
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5. Discussion
At small angles (10–20◦), the longitudinal component of velocity is dominant, which

means that the projectile directly transfers kinetic energy in the normal direction of the
tissue surface. This facilitates a rapid transfer of energy and produces sudden stressing of
the threads in the central impact zone. The main threads are the first to fail, as they bear
the greatest stress. Perforation time is short, and perforation occurs almost exclusively by
tensile mechanisms. The simulations confirm that at low angles, the threads in the impact
region are the most stressed and are mainly responsible for energy absorption.

At angles of 30◦ and 40◦, the longitudinal and transverse components of the velocity
become more balanced, leading to an increase in the contact area between the projectile
and the fabric. The transverse component of the velocity, which is larger compared to
small angles, plays an important role in slightly deflecting the projectile trajectory and
generating lateral forces that progressively tension the yarns. This results in a more even
stress distribution, delaying yarn breakage and allowing the fabric to dissipate more energy.
The breakage mechanisms remain dominated by tension and shear, but the more uniform
stress distribution and extensive interactions with the fabric increase the time required for
perforation. The deviation of the projectile from its initial trajectory reduces the efficiency
of energy transfer directly to the center area, redistributing stress to the adjacent threads
and thus contributing to the improved ballistic performance of the panel.

At an angle of 50◦, the transverse component of velocity becomes predominant, leading
to a more complex interaction between the projectile and the layered fabric. The projectile
tends to push the yarns laterally, which causes a more extensive deformation of the fabric
prior to tearing. This lateral deformation contributes to distributing the stress over a larger
area, reducing its concentration in the center points and favoring energy dissipation through
the yarn network. The simulations show a greater loss of kinetic energy of the projectile
as a result of the increased interactions with the fabric. The projectile encounters greater
resistance due to the stretching and lateral displacement mechanisms of the yarns. This
leads to a reduction in its penetration velocity and a longer perforation time compared to
the lower angles. The predominant breakage mechanisms include tensile and shear, but the
contribution of lateral interactions and extensive deformation enhances panel strength. The
failure of the main yarns in the impact zone, observed in both simulations and experimental
tests, emphasizes their critical role in energy absorption and in determining the overall
performance of the fabric.

At the 60◦ angle, the transverse component of velocity becomes dominant, resulting
in significant projectile–tissue interactions. The projectile transfers kinetic energy to the
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threads in the impact zone, and the generated stress propagates over a large area, including
the lateral regions of the fabric. This contributes to a more efficient dissipation of kinetic
energy throughout the structure. Fabric deformation includes both stretching and lateral
displacement, reflecting the complex behavior of the material. The upper layers are most
stressed, while the lower layers remain relatively intact for a longer period of time. The
puncture time is significantly higher compared to the lower angles, indicating increased
panel strength at this angle. The simulations confirm these results, emphasizing the ability
of the fabric to dissipate energy, which delays the perforation process.

At an angle of 70◦, the transverse component of velocity becomes dominant, and the
projectile encounters significant opposition from the tissue. Kinetic energy is transferred
less efficiently in the central impact region due to the maximum deviation of the projec-
tile. In this area, yarn breakage is a slower process and involves complex mechanisms,
such as traction, shear, and lateral stretching, which allow better energy dissipation. The
simulations show that at this angle, the projectile is able to fully penetrate the panel, but
a longer simulation time was needed to observe this. This suggests an optimal ballistic
performance of the fabric at high angles, where the fabric resists significantly more and
allows efficient energy dissipation. This observation confirms the increased resistance of
the fabric to oblique impacts, especially at high-impact angles.

The initial 16-layer model was validated by comparison with a literature paper, demon-
strating good agreement between the simulation results and experimental data. This con-
firmed the accuracy of the model in ballistic simulations; in particular, in terms of energy
transfer and thread-breakage mechanisms. To reduce computational time and allow faster
simulations, the number of layers was reduced to five while still maintaining the essential
material behaviors. This compromise allowed us to obtain valid results in agreement with
those obtained for the 16-layer model, demonstrating that the 5-layer model is sufficiently
representative for the study of the ballistic behavior of the fabric.

The impact at different angles (10◦, 20◦, 30◦, 40◦, 50◦, 60◦, and 70◦) showed how
the fabric responds depending on the direction of impact. At low angles, the impact
is more effective in penetrating the fabric quickly, while at high angles, the projectile
encounters greater resistance, leading to improved ballistic performance. At high angles,
the thread-breaking mechanisms are more complex and include traction, shearing, and
lateral stretching, which allows better energy dissipation.

6. Conclusions
The numerical analysis in this study is modeled at the thread level. The modeled

fabric is a plain weave, modeled with the dimensions of a real fabric, in order to provide
results that can help in obtaining protection systems.

The analysis of the impact between the target and the projectile at different impact
angles, from 0◦ to 70◦ with a 10◦ increment, is based on the equivalent stress distribution to
determine how the projectile trajectory influences the distribution of the stress waves and
the way the fabric is damaged. These results are valuable for the design of more effective
ballistic protection equipment that can be adapted to withstand a wide range of angles
and conditions.

The projectile trajectory is one of the factors influencing ballistic impact performance.
As the projectile trajectory increased, the area damaged increased. When the projectile
trajectory is between 30–70◦, the layers are damaged with the tip of the projectile as well
as the body of the projectile, which also results in an increased destroyed area. As the
projectile’s trajectory increases, the fabric provides more resistance.
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The cone formation on the back face is visible until the impact of the projectile with the
projectile trajectory at 60◦. In the simulated case, with the projectile trajectory at 70 degrees,
the cone formation is visible halfway as the projectile makes its way through the layers.

The interaction of the wires at their intersection sites induces the propagation of
longitudinal and transverse waves from the main wires into adjacent wires, resulting in a
pyramid-shaped transverse deformation. After the longitudinal tension wave reaches the
fixed edge of the panel, the longitudinal tensile wave from the main weft wire is reflected
as a tensile wave, which then interacts with the transverse wave in the wire, resulting in
an increased transverse wave velocity. The transverse displacement of the layered panel
after oblique impact differs from that observed during normal impact. The panel exhibits
asymmetry behavior along the main strands, which intensifies with obliquity.

In the numerical simulations in this paper, the following mechanisms contribut-
ing to energy absorption during impact were identified and were also identified in the
literature [2,19,52,56–59]:

• Compression of the wires under the projectile, in the first moments of the simulation,
in the impact zone;

• Cone formation on the back face of the last layer;
• Tension waves on the main wires at the beginning of the impact, propagating to the

last and secondary wires;
• Breaking of the main wires by stretching and bending;
• Breaking of the secondary wires by bending.
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