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Recently, various types of intelligent robots have been developed for the society of
the next generation. The evolution of robots and also robotics has already taken a huge
step since the first appearance of the word “Robot” in Karel Čapek’s science-fiction play
Rossum Universal Robots at the beginning of the 20th century. Industrial robotics has
evolved a lot since the first introduction of Robert C. Devol’s Unimate to nowadays [1].
Until now, robots only worked behind walls, in factories, in places where there was not
so much interaction with them, but nowadays, they are becoming an integral part of our
lives, and that is why the efficiency of human–robot interaction is becoming more and
more important [2]. Besides industrial environments, robots should also perform tasks in
real environments such as houses, commercial facilities, and public facilities. Robots are
used nowadays in the military, hospitals, transportation, nursing homes and so on. They
play an increasing role in elderly care as well [3]. Robots make our lives more and more
convenient in many aspects. The growing need to automate daily tasks combined with
new robot technologies drives the development of human-friendly robots, i.e., safe and
dependable machines, operating in close vicinity to humans or directly interacting with
persons in a wide range of domains. The technology shift from classical industrial robots
that are safely kept away from humans in cages to robots used in close collaboration with
humans requires major technological challenges that need to be overcome. Robots should
perform verbal and non-verbal interaction with human [4] and emotions may also play an
essential role in the interaction [5].

Computational intelligence [6] is very important to provide human-friendly services
by robots. Computational intelligence models and algorithms may provide acceptably
sub-optimal, usually approximate solutions for complex problems, while keeping the
computational complexity (both in the senses of space and time) at a tractable, usually low
degree polynomial level. They aim to imitate human reasoning and learning processes and
realize nature-inspired optimization techniques as well. A robot should have human-like
intelligence and cognitive capabilities to co-exist with people. Facial recognition, gesture
recognition, emotion expression, behavior generation, decision making, reasoning, learning
are vital components an intelligent robot should realize. The study on the intelligence,
cognition, and self of robots has a long history. The concepts of adaptation, learning,
and cognitive development should be introduced more intensively in the next-generation
robotics from the theoretical point of view. Fuzzy systems, neural networks, and evolution-
ary computation play an important role in realizing the cognitive development of robots
from a methodological point of view. Furthermore, the synthesis of information technology,
network technology, and robot technology may bring the brand-new emerging intelligence
to robots from a technical point of view.

This Special Issue focuses on the intelligence of robots emerging from the adaptation,
learning, and cognitive development through the interaction with people and dynamic en-
vironments from the conceptual, theoretical, methodological, and technical points of view.
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