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Abstract: The large size of the sub-module (SM) capacitor is a typical problem in traditional modular
multilevel converter-type solid-state transformers (MMC-SSTs). The MMC-SST based on high-
frequency link interconnection is an effective solution for achieving lightweight capacitance. This
structure can help to eliminate the symmetric SM fluctuating power, thereby reducing the SM
capacitance. In a three-phase interconnected MMC-SST with low capacitance, potential risks may
arise during transient processes, especially in cases of three-phase voltage asymmetry, such as large
fluctuations in the SM voltage and unstable DC bus voltage. Aiming to solve this problem, this article
re-analyzes the internal power characteristics of the MMC-SST under asymmetric operation and re-
derives the SM capacitance constraint suitable for different degrees of three-phase voltage asymmetry.
The new SM capacitance constraint enhances the asymmetric voltage ride-through capability of the
MMC-SST. The new capacitance constraint is higher than that in symmetric operation, but it still has
significant advantages in capacitance compared with the traditional MMC-SST.

Keywords: solid-state transformer; modular multilevel converter; asymmetric operation

1. Introduction

Due to its high modularity, high voltage level, and high power quality characteristics,
the modular multilevel converter-based solid-state transformer (MMC-SST) has wide appli-
cation potential in new energy conversion, distribution networks, and traction systems [1,2],
whether based on a half-bridge or full-bridge structure [3–5]. In other words, the MMC-SST
is characterized by a large number of switches and large SM capacitors, which greatly limit
its power density [6–8].

1.1. State-of-the-Art SM Capacitor Lightweight Methods for MMC-SSTs

To reduce the SM capacitance, several studies [9–11] adopted the injection of high-
frequency common mode voltage on the AC side and the circulating current in the phase
unit to suppress the voltage fluctuation. Injecting a sine wave significantly increases the
peak current of the bridge arm and limits the output voltage amplitude, while injecting
a square wave makes it difficult to track and control its circulating current. The authors
of [12–17] proposed schemes for setting up power channels between sub-modules. This
scheme needs to add a power flow control strategy to eliminate SM fluctuating power but
cannot control the phase shift angle to 0 to achieve real-time fluctuating power elimination.
Based on the above research, one study [18] proposed interconnecting SMs through high-
frequency links (HFLs) controlled by a synchronous open-loop control, eliminating the
need for closed-loop control. This approach eliminates the fluctuating power of SMs in real
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time, realizes automatic voltage equalization of SMs, reduces the rating of capacitance from
a few mF to µF, and significantly improves power density.

The method proposed in [18] can achieve a significant reduction in SM capacitance
under three-phase symmetric operation. The DC/DC topology and modelling method
discussed in [19] provides technical support for the high-frequency link design of the
MMC-SST, while voltage asymmetry is a typical condition for grid-tied AC/DC conversion.
In the MMC-SST system, especially after the lightweight design of the SM capacitor, the
inertia of the system is reduced due to the reduction in capacitance. Therefore, the transient
process represented by the three-phase voltage asymmetry merits more attention [20].

Under three-phase asymmetric operation, after the fault is detected, relay protection
starts and cuts off the faulty grid. If the fault duration is too short for the relay protection to
respond, the SST must operate under the three-phase asymmetric voltages and be capable
of riding through in these conditions. Recently, the authors of [21] analyzed the working
characteristics of conventional MMC under unbalanced operation and pointed out that, in
the case of grid-side unbalance, positive-sequence and zero-sequence double-frequency
circulating currents will increase in the MMC arms, which will lead to fluctuations in the
DC-side current. The higher the grid-side voltage unbalance degree, the greater the DC-side
current fluctuation. The authors of [22,23] analyzed the performance of the MMC system
according to the voltage imbalance on the grid side caused by different types of AC side
faults. The authors of [24,25] proposed control schemes to ensure the safe operation of the
system when three-phase voltage unbalance occurs.

State-of-the-art methods for three-phase asymmetric operation mainly focus on the
traditional MMC system. However, the MMC-SST exhibits three-phase SM interconnection
characteristics, and the voltage asymmetric fault will be coupled between three phases,
further complicating the already complex power relationship inside the MMC-SST. The
lightweight strategy for MMC-SST represented in [18] can greatly reduce the size of the
SM capacitor and, at the same time, increase the seriousness of potential risks under the
asymmetric operation of three-phase voltage, including possible large voltage fluctuation
of the SM capacitor and instability of the DC bus [13,26–28].

1.2. Contribution

Aiming to solve this problem, this article re-analyzes the internal power characteristics
of the MMC-SST under asymmetric operation and re-derives the SM capacitance constraint
suitable for different degrees of three-phase voltage asymmetry. The new SM capacitance
constraint enhances the asymmetric voltage ride-through capability of the MMC-SST. This
study is suitable not only for MMC-SST based on the open-loop synchronous modulation
proposed in [18] to achieve capacitor lightweight but also for the closed-loop control-based
schemes described in [12–17].

The rest of this article is organized as follows. Section 2 analyzes the characteristics
of SM current during asymmetric operation. Section 3 analyzes the demand for SM
capacitors and the impact on each port during asymmetric operation. Finally, it is verified
by means of experiments that the system can operate stably under asymmetric conditions
and asymmetric fault ride-through can be achieved.

2. Analysis of SM Current under Both Symmetric and Asymmetric Operation
2.1. Generation Principle of Fluctuating Power under Symmetric Operation

The topology of MMC-SST is shown in Figure 1, and the equivalent model of the
MMC-SST AC/DC stage is shown in Figure 2, where uj, ij and Umvdc, Imvdc represent the
voltage and current of medium-voltage AC (MVAC) and medium-voltage DC (MVDC)
sides (j represents a, b, and c); uju, iju, Fju and ujd, ijd, Fjd represent the voltage, current, and
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switching function of the upper and lower arms. The voltage of the MVAC side under
symmetric operation is as follows:{

uj = Umcos(ωt + θj)
ij = Im cos(ωt + θj + ϕ)

(1)

where Um and Im are the amplitudes of MVAC voltage and current, respectively; θj is the
initial phase angle of phase j; ϕ is the power factor.
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Figure 1. Topology of MMC-SST in the literature [18].
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Figure 2. Equivalent model of MMC-SST AC/DC stage.

Taking the upper arm of phase j as an example, the voltage and current can be obtained
from Kirchhoff’s law as follows:{

uju = 1
2 Umvdc − Um cos(ωt + θj)

iju = 1
3 Imvdc +

1
2 Im cos(ωt + φ + θj) + I2j cos(2ωt + θ2j)

(2)
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The switching function of the upper arm can be obtained from the relationship between
the voltage of the arm and the voltage of the MVDC bus:

Fju =
uju

Umvdc
=

1
2
[
1 − m cos

(
ωt + θj

)]
(3)

where m is the voltage modulation ratio of the MMC stage. Then, the current of the SM bus
can be obtained as follows:

icju = Fjuiju = icju_1 + icju_2 + icju_3 = 1
6 Imvdc − 1

8 mIj cos(ϕ)
− 1

6 mImvdc cos(ωt + θj) +
1
4 Ij cos(ωt + ϕ + θj)− 1

4 mIj cos(ωt − θj + θ2j)

− 1
8 mIj cos(2ωt + ϕ + 2θj) +

1
2 I2j cos(2ωt + θ2j)

− 1
4 mI2j cos(3ωt + θj + θ2j)

(4)

As can be seen from the above formula, the SM bus current includes a DC component
and an AC component, and the latter is mainly based on the fundamental frequency icju_1,
double frequency icju_2, and triple frequency icju_3. In the traditional MMC-SST, the AC
component flows into the capacitor to form voltage fluctuations, resulting in the large size
of the SM capacitor, which significantly reduces the power density of the system.

2.2. Fluctuating Power Decoupling Method in the Literature [18]

Based on the characteristics of current fluctuations of the SMs, the authors of [18] drew
the following conclusions. In the AC component of the currents, the fundamental frequency
components are three-phase positive-sequence symmetry, and the double-frequency com-
ponents are negative-sequence symmetry, as shown in Figure 3. Since the suppression
strategy of the arm circulating current is usually designed in conventional MMC, the
triple-frequency component of the SM current caused by the arm circulating current can
be ignored.
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Figure 3. Characteristics of AC components of SM bus current: (a) fundamental frequency component;
(b) double-frequency component.

The equivalent model of three-phase SMs and HFLs is shown in Figure 4, and the
authors of [18] proposed that the primary side of the HFL adopt the synchronous modu-
lation method. Due to the small loop impedance of the full-bridge structure of the HFL
primary side, the three-phase SM capacitors exhibit switched-capacitor characteristics
under synchronous modulation and are in a mutual clamping state, thereby preventing the
fluctuation of the SM capacitor voltage from occurring. Ultimately, the fluctuating power is
decoupled from the SM capacitor. The final current flow path of the three-phase SMs is
shown in Figure 4, where the DC component realizes power exchange between the SM and
the LVDC bus, and the AC component is mutually cancelled among the three phases.
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After the ripple power is decoupled from the capacitor, the SM capacitor only needs
to handle high-frequency switching harmonics, significantly reducing its size. The SM
capacitance constraints of the traditional system and the MMC-SST can be obtained from
the literature [18]:

Ctra =
Imvdc

3mωεUc cos ϕ

[
1 − (

m cos ϕ

2
)

2] 3
2

(5)

CMMC−SST =
1

6εUmvdc fsm
(− Imvdc

6
m2 − Im

8
m2 +

Im

4
m) (6)

2.3. Analysis of SM Current under Asymmetric Operation

The authors of [18] proposed the SM fluctuating power decoupling method based
on synchronous modulation of the HFL primary method, which was realized using the
three-phase symmetric property of SM fluctuating power. However, in the case of three-
phase asymmetric operation, three-phase SM fluctuating power cannot achieve mutual
cancellation, and the voltage fluctuations with large amplitudes will be generated under the
capacitance constraint derived from Equation (6), which will cause larger arm circulating
currents and MVDC bus voltage fluctuations.

Therefore, the SM capacitance constraints in [18] will no longer be applicable under
three-phase asymmetric operation. In addition, the MMC-SST system is a three-phase
interconnected structure whose internal flow mechanism and further impact on port power
quality change. All of these need to be re-analyzed and new SM capacitance constraints
need to be derived under three-phase asymmetric operation.

When a three-phase asymmetric fault occurs in the grid, the voltage and current will
contain negative-sequence components. At this time, the grid-side phase-j voltage uj and
phase-j current ij can be expressed as{

uj = Um+ cos(ωt + θj+) + Um− cos(ωt + θj−)
ij = Im+ cos(ωt + ϕj+) + Im− cos(ωt + ϕj−)

(7)

where Um+ and Um- are the positive-sequence and negative-sequence voltage amplitudes,
respectively, and Im+ and Im- are the positive-sequence and negative-sequence current
amplitudes. The phase-j voltage and current of the upper arms can be expressed as follows:{

uju = 1
2 Umvdc − uj

iju = Ijdc +
1
2 ij

(8)

where Udc is the MVDC-side voltage of the MMC, and Ijdc is the DC amount in the phase-j
bridge arm current. The ratios of the positive- and negative-sequence voltage amplitudes
to the MVDC-side voltage can be defined as λ+ and λ−.{

λ+ = Um+
Umvdc

λ− = Um−
Umvdc

(9)
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Then, the upper arm switching function can be expressed as follows:

Fju =
uju

Umvdc
=

1
2
− λ+ cos(ωt + θj+)− λ− cos(ωt + θj−) (10)

Using (7)–(10), the fluctuating current of the upper arm SMs can be obtained as
shown in (11). In (11), Id is the DC part of the SM input current; If-1 and If-2 are the
fundamental frequency component; I2f is the double-frequency component, which is in
negative sequence between three phases; I2f -0 is also the double-frequency component, but
it is in zero sequence between three phases. The phase sequence of each AC component is
shown in Figure 5.

Fjuiju =
1
2

Ijdc −
1
4

λ+[Im+ cos(θj+ − ϕj+) + Im− cos(θj+ − ϕj−)]−
1
4

λ−[Im+ cos(θj− − ϕj+) + Im− cos(θj− − ϕj−)]︸ ︷︷ ︸
Id

+
1
4
[Im+ cos(ωt + ϕj+) + Im− cos(ωt + ϕj−)]︸ ︷︷ ︸

I f−1

−Ijdc[λ+ cos(ωt + θj+) + λ− cos(ωt + θj−)]︸ ︷︷ ︸
I f−2

+
1
4

λ+ Im+ cos(2ωt + θj+ + ϕj+) +
1
4

λ− Im− cos(2ωt + θj− + ϕj−)︸ ︷︷ ︸
I2 f

+
1
4

λ+ Im− cos(2ωt + θj+ + ϕj−) +
1
4

λ− Im+ cos(2ωt + θj− + ϕj+)︸ ︷︷ ︸
I2 f _0

(11)
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of double-frequency component.

During three-phase asymmetric operation, the amplitudes of AC and DC currents
in the three-phase arms are no longer the same, so If-2 is not three-phase symmetric. At
the same time, the zero-sequence component I2f -0 is generated by the interaction of the
positive- and negative-sequence voltage and current. Therefore, I2f -0 cannot realize the
offset by the HFL. Only If1 and I2f are still three-phase symmetric and cancel each other out.
In summary, the low-frequency voltage fluctuation of SM cannot be eliminated completely
under the asymmetric conditions, which does not satisfy the premise in [18].

The overall control block is shown in Figure 6. The MMC stage adopts an external
MVDC voltage loop and an inner MVAC current loop control, and due to the existence
of the high-frequency AC (HFAC) bus, the SM voltages can achieve self-balance, so as to
simplify the control loop of the overall system. The modulation method of MMC stage
is carrier phase shift SPWM (CPS-SPWM). The HFL stage adopts the phase shift PWM
method, and the power flow between LVDC bus and SMs is realized by the phase shift
angle. Under the control scheme of the MMC stage, as shown in Figure 6a, the AC-side
current is kept balanced to avoid worse effects on the converter when the load is heavier. In
the MMC-SST system, the zero-sequence component of the SM fluctuating current can be
attenuated to a certain extent in this way, but there are still a large number of zero-sequence
components caused by the asymmetry of the grid-side voltage. How the MMC-SST operates
in this case will be analyzed in the next section.
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Figure 6. MMC control strategy: (a) MMC stage; (b) HFL stage.

3. Current Characteristics of SM under Asymmetric Operation

Under the HFL synchronous modulation, as shown in Figure 7, the SM capacitor
works in the switched-capacitor mode, so the three-phase SM capacitors can be considered
equivalent connecting in parallel, thereby mutually clamping each other. Therefore, the
zero-sequence harmonic current generated by the three-phase asymmetric operation can be
shared by all the three-phase SM capacitors connected in parallel.
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Taking the amplitude drop of phase A as an example, it is assumed that Um is the AC-
side voltage amplitude during three-phase symmetric operation, and Ka is the unbalance
coefficient (Ka can take values from 0 to 1). The phase-A voltage amplitude can be expressed
as Ua = Ka·Um. Assuming that the initial phase angle of the grid-side voltage is 0, the
positive- and negative-sequence voltages of the AC side obtained with the symmetric
component method are as follows:

uau = Ka+2
3 Um cos(ωt)

ubu = Ka+2
3 Um cos(ωt − 2/3π)

ucu = Ka+2
3 Um cos(ωt + 2/3π)

(12)


uad = 1−Ka

3 Um cos(ωt + π)

ubd = 1−Ka
3 Um cos(ωt + π + 2/3π)

ucd = 1−Ka
3 Um cos(ωt + π − 2/3π)

(13)

When the current amplitude on the AC side is balanced, the currents of the upper
arms can be expressed as follows:
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 iau
ibu
icu

 =
Imvdc

Ka + 2

 Ka
1
1

+
Im+

2

 cos(ωt + φ)
cos(ωt + φ − 2/3π)
cos(ωt + φ + 2/3π)

+
Im−

2

 cos(ωt + φ)
cos(ωt + φ + 2/3π)
cos(ωt + φ − 2/3π)

 (14)

Equation (9) can be rewritten as follows:{
λ+ = Ka+2

3
Um

Umvdc

λ− = 1−Ka
3

Um
Umvdc

(15)

On the condition that the output power is constant and the AC-side current is balanced,
the AC-side current amplitude under the grid voltage unbalance state can be expressed
as follows:

I ′m =
3

Ka + 2
Im (16)

According to (11)–(16), the low-frequency fluctuating current ism of the SM capacitors
which cannot be offset by the HFL can be expressed as follows:

ism = icau = icbu = iccu ≈ Fauiau+Fbuibu+Fcuicu
3

= − 2Imvdc(1−Ka)
3(Ka+2) (λ+ − λ−) cos(ωt) + 1

4 λ− I ′m cos(2ωt + φ)
(17)

4. Analysis of Asymmetric Fault Ride-through Capability of MMC-SST

To more clearly describe the performance and characteristics of the MMC-SST in three-
phase asymmetric operation, the waveforms used in the analysis are simulated waveforms
with the same operating conditions as those in [18], which are as follows: rated power,
1 MW; MVDC voltage, 12 kV; MVAC line-to-line voltage, 6 kV; LVDC voltage, 750 V;
number of SMs per arm, 4; SM capacitance, 20 µF; fundamental frequency, 50 Hz; switching
frequency of MMC stage, 2 kHz; DC/DC stage, 10 kHz.

4.1. Impact on HFL

In the single-phase voltage drop fault, the single-phase-to-ground short-circuit fault
has the most serious consequences. Therefore, in order to analyze the impact of asymmetric
faults on HFL, the HFL input current is analyzed in normal and single-phase-to-ground
short-circuit fault conditions. Figure 8a,b show the input currents of the HFL during normal
conditions and when the phase-A voltage drops to 0, respectively. In Figure 8b, the current
flowing into the HFL is no longer symmetric.

The results in Figure 8c,d were obtained after filtering out the high-frequency har-
monics. The DC, fundamental frequency, and double-frequency contents of the current
are shown in Figure 8e,f. Under normal conditions, the contents of each part in the three
phases are the same. When the voltage of phase A drops to 0 and the output power remains
unchanged, the fundamental frequency component in the HFL current increases by 63.5%,
indicating that the AC-side input current increases. Because the voltage of phase A drops,
the power that can be output by phase A is reduced, and the DC content in phase A is
lower than that of the other two phases, with phase A providing 18.4% power and phase B
and phase C each providing 40.8% power.

In summary, when the power grid is operating asymmetrically, the internal current
characteristics of the MMC-SST change due to its three-phase interconnected structure,
and the core change is that the DC components of the HFL three-phase input currents are
no longer the same. In addition, as the phase-A voltage of the MVAC port drops and the
power remains constant, the fundamental frequency component in the AC component
becomes larger and no longer exhibits three-phase symmetry.
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4.2. Impact on SM Voltage and MVDC Current with Input AC Current Control

Figure 9 shows all SM voltage waveforms during asymmetric operation. The param-
eter of the SM capacitor in [18] only considers the three-phase symmetric state, and the
capacitance is 20 µF. It can be seen from Figure 9 that even if the phase-A voltage drops to
0, the voltages of all SMs are the same under different voltage sags, which indicates that the
topology can still achieve voltage clamping under an asymmetric state. However, when
the voltage drop is more than 30%, the SM voltage fluctuation will exceed 5%, which will
increase the voltage and current stress of the switching device, increase the device loss,
and threaten the system’s safety. Switching devices are usually selected according to 1.5
to 2 times the rated voltage and current. It can be seen from Equation (16) that when the
current amplitude of the AC side is 0, the amplitude increases the most seriously to about
1.5 times that of the normal case, and SM voltage fluctuation is within 18.3%. The voltage
and current stress experienced by the switching devices are all within the margin range.
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Unbalanced voltage faults cause power fluctuations on the MVDC side, as shown in
Figure 10. When the MMC-SST operates symmetrically in three phases, the MVDC bus
current fluctuation is only 0.3%, and when the voltage of phase A drops to 0, the MVDC
bus current fluctuation reaches 16.2%. According to the usual device selection principle,
the peak current fluctuation is still within the safety margin of the device. If the fault is not
solved in time, the power quality of the load side will be affected.
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In summary, when the MMC-SST runs asymmetrically, the three-phase SM fluctuating
power cannot completely cancel itself because it is no longer symmetric, resulting in low-
frequency fluctuations in the SM capacitor voltage, and the three-phase asymmetry leads
to DC bus current fluctuations, reducing the MVDC bus distribution quality.

4.3. Performance of Three-Phase Voltage Unbalanced Operation

Figure 11 shows the grid-side voltage and current waveforms, which maintain relative
balance when the phase-A voltage drops to 0. The system can still operate normally under
the fault condition and can achieve unbalanced voltage fault ride-through under the control
shown in Figure 6. However, unbalanced voltage faults cause power fluctuations on the
MVDC side, reducing the quality of power conversion.

Although the switching device operates within the margin range during faults, large
fluctuations still threaten system safety. In order to ensure the safe and stable operation of
the system before the fault is removed, this study re-analyzed the new constraint of SM
capacitance under asymmetric faults. The above analysis and simulation waveforms were
based on the consistency of parameters of HFL and three-phase SM cascade circuits. In
actual engineering, the parameters are biased, which has a potential impact on the above
analysis, which is also a problem worthy of attention in future in-depth research.
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5. Capacitance Constraint of SM in Asymmetric Operation

From the analysis in Section 4, it can be seen that in the event of a single-phase voltage
drop, the MMC-SST system in [18] can still operate stably. However, the SM voltage
fluctuation and the current fluctuation on the MVDC side will increase with the degree of
voltage drop. If the fault is not solved in time, the fluctuation can seriously affect the safety
of the device. To ensure that the system can achieve safer asymmetric fault ride-through
and reduce the impact on the switch and MVDC side during the fault period, it is necessary
to use a capacitor suitable for asymmetric operation to suppress fluctuations.

Based on the mathematical model shown in Equation (17), the relationship between
the SM current ism and the asymmetric coefficient Ka and the phase angle is shown in
Figure 12. When Ka = 1, i.e., when the grid operates symmetrically, the three-phase SM
currents are mutually cancelled based on symmetry, so that the SM current ism remains
zero throughout the full AC cycle. As Ka decreases continuously, i.e., as the degree of
three-phase asymmetry gradually increases, ism also increases. When Ka is 0, i.e., when
the voltage in phase A drops to 0, ism reaches its maximum value. In MMC-SST operation
under asymmetric conditions, the SM current ism reaches its peak value when ωt = π, and
its valley value when ωt = π/2.
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Because the SM capacitor voltage is always greater than zero, the maximum energy 
absorbed or released by the SM capacitor in a line cycle can be obtained by integrating the 
power between the two zero-crossing points of the SM current ism. Assuming that the volt-
age fluctuation rate generated by ism in one switching cycle is ε, the capacitance required 
by the SM during asymmetric operation to suppress the low-frequency zero-sequence 
fluctuating current can be expressed as follows: 
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Figure 12. Graph showing relationship between ism, ωt, and Ka.

The above-mentioned changes clearly indicate that the higher the degree of three-
phase asymmetry, the larger the magnitude of the SM current ism, and, consequently, the
larger the SM capacitor voltage fluctuation.
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In addition, it can be seen that in a line-frequency cycle, the capacitor is charged when
ism is more than 0, and the capacitor is discharged when ism is less than 0. According to
(14)–(17), the SM current ism can be rewritten as follows:

ism = −2(1 − Ka)(2Ka + 1)Um

9(Ka + 2)Umvdc
Imvdc cos(ωt) +

(1 − Ka)Um

4(Ka + 2)Umvdc
Im cos(2ωt + φ) (18)

When operating under an asymmetrical grid voltage, the amplitude of SM current
fluctuation is mainly determined by the voltage imbalance factor Ka, as well as the voltage
and current amplitudes at the MVAC and MVDC ports, Um, Im, Umvdc, and Imvdc.

When operating under a symmetrical three-phase voltage, i.e., Ka = 1, from the above
equation, it can be seen that the SM current is ism = 0 at this time, meaning that the fluctu-
ating currents between SMs are mutually cancelled based on the three-phase symmetry.
When Ka < 1, as Ka decreases, the SM current increases continuously, reaching its maximum
value when Ka = 0. The zero-crossing point of ism can be calculated as follows: S1 = arccos

4Imvdc+8Ka Imvdc+
√

2
√

8I2
mvdc(2Ka+1)2+81I2

m

18Im

S2 = arccos
4Imvdc+8Ka Imvdc−

√
2
√

8I2
mvdc(2Ka+1)2+81I2

m

18Im

(19)

Because the SM capacitor voltage is always greater than zero, the maximum energy
absorbed or released by the SM capacitor in a line cycle can be obtained by integrating
the power between the two zero-crossing points of the SM current ism. Assuming that
the voltage fluctuation rate generated by ism in one switching cycle is ε, the capacitance
required by the SM during asymmetric operation to suppress the low-frequency zero-
sequence fluctuating current can be expressed as follows:

∆C =
∆Q
εUc

=

∫ S2
S1

ismd(ωt)

ωεUc

=
Um

ωεUcUmvdc

(1 − Ka)

(Ka + 2)

{
Im

8
[sin(2S2)− sin(2S1)]−

2Imvdc(2Ka + 1)
9

[sin(S2)− sin(S1)]

} (20)

With the same parameter requirements as the simulation platform in [18], under the
condition of ε = ±5%, the relationship between C and Ka is shown in Figure 13, and C can
be obtained as follows:

C = CMMC−SST + ∆C (21)

where CMMC-SST can be obtained from the SM capacitance constraint of the MMC-SST as
shown in Equation (6). As shown in Figure 13, when Ka > 0.2, the required capacitance
level is 10 µF. When Ka < 0.2, the required capacitance level is 100 µF. When Ka is 1, the
capacitance is still determined according to [18].
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Generally, three-phase asymmetry is the result of grid faults such as short-circuiting,
and long-term large asymmetry is not allowed for medium- and high-voltage nets; thus,
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the capacitor would be evaluated according to the fault ride-through operation. The grid
connection requires the system to have the ability to run stably for 625 ms when the voltage
drops to 20%. When the voltage drops by 80%, that is, Ka is 0.2, the SM capacitor is set to
100 µF according to (19). In Figure 14, the SM voltage fluctuation is significantly suppressed,
and even if the phase-A voltage drops to 0, the SM voltage fluctuation is still within 5%.
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Figure 14. SM voltage with 100 µF capacitor during grid-side voltage asymmetric operation.

Figure 15 shows the current ripple on the MVDC side when the system operates
with a 100 µF capacitor. Comparing Figure 9, it can be seen that the fluctuation has been
significantly suppressed. Although the capacitance value determined by considering
unbalanced voltage is an order of magnitude higher than that in [18], it still has great
advantages compared with other types of reduced capacitance schemes.
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6. Experimental Verification

To further verify the reliability of the system operating under asymmetric state, the
experimental verification of asymmetric operation is carried out under the experimental
power level in [18]. Under the condition of ε = ±5%, the SM capacitance in [18] is 35 µF
under symmetric operation. The asymmetric operation test case in the experiment is a 50%
voltage drop of phase A, and the capacitance constraint derived from Equation (20) is 85 µF.
The experimental parameters are summarized in Table 1, and the prototype is shown in
Figure 16.

Table 1. Experimental parameters.

Parameters Value

Rated active power/P 5 kW
MVDC voltage/uMVDC 750 V

MVAC voltage/ux 375 V
LVDC voltage/uLVDC 250 V

Fundamental AC frequency/f 50 Hz
CPS PWM frequency/f SM 2 kHz

Arm inductance/Larm 2.5 mH
Capacitance of SM/C 85 µF

Number of SMs per arm/n 3
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Table 1. Cont.

Parameters Value

Transformer turns ratio/nt 1:1
HFL switching frequency/f 1 20 kHz

MMC voltage controller proportional gain 0.176
integral gain 35.2

MMC current controller
proportional gain 5.3

integral gain 113.3

HFL voltage controller proportional gain 0.02
integral gain 655
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6.1. Asymmetric Operation Verification

When the MMC works in the inverter state, the voltage of the phase-A load drops
to 50% of the voltages of phases B and C. Figure 17 shows the load voltage and current
waveforms on the AC side of phases A and B. The AC output current is kept symmetric
when the voltage of phase A drops to 50%.
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Figure 17. Experimental results of AC-side voltage asymmetry operation.

Figure 18 shows the three-phase SM voltage and HFL input current of phase A during
asymmetric operation. It can be seen from Figure 18a that the SM voltages fluctuate greatly
and are not symmetric during asymmetric operation. After switching to the HFL, the SM
voltage fluctuation is significantly reduced and the voltage equalization is achieved. It
can be seen from Figure 18b that the capacitor voltage fluctuation rate is 7.2%. The SM
capacitor voltage fluctuation rate is 4% during symmetric operation in [18]. The 50% drop
in the output voltage of phase A in the MVAC side will increase the SM voltage fluctuation
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in the system, but it can still run safely and stably. Figure 19 shows the test waveforms of
the MMC-SST under symmetric operation conditions. Due to the increased SM capacitance
constraint determined in this study compared to that in [18], the SM voltage fluctuation
rate is only ±1.6%.
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Table 2 summarizes the comparison results of the performance of the two capacitance
constraints in symmetric and asymmetric operation conditions. The SM capacitance cal-
culated using the traditional MMC-SST capacitance constraint in Equation (5) is 550 µF.
According to [18], after the SM capacitor lightweighting design in the MMC-SST, the SM
capacitance is 35 µF, with a symmetric operation SM voltage fluctuation rate of ±4%, which
meets the safety standard of ±5%. However, in asymmetric operation, the SM voltage
fluctuation rate reached ±16.7% as calculated, exceeding the safety range. The new SM
capacitance constraint re-analyzed in this study for the MMC-SST is 85 µF, with symmetric
operation SM capacitance voltage fluctuation of ±1.6% and asymmetric operation SM
capacitance voltage fluctuation of ±3.6%, both within the safety range.

Table 2. Comparison of SM capacitance constraints.

MMC-SST in [18] This Article

SM capacitance 35 µF 85 µF
Reduction compared to traditional MMC-SST 93.6% 84.5%

SM voltage fluctuation rate under symmetric operation ±4% ±1.6%
SM voltage fluctuation rate under asymmetric operation ±16.7% ±3.6%

Voltage asymmetry is a typical operating condition, and this study focused on the
analysis of operation under voltage asymmetry and the derivation of SM capacitor con-
straints for MMC-SST grid-tied systems. In both off-grid and grid-forming states, voltage
asymmetry can have various causes, such as large single-phase loads and different short-
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circuit ratios between phases, which may pose potential threats to system stability [29,30]
and will be a key focus in future research.

6.2. Dynamic Performance Verification

Figure 20 shows the waveforms of the SM voltage on the upper arm of phase A and the
output voltage on the LVDC side. When the system operates under asymmetric conditions,
the load is connected to the LVDC side and the SM voltage remains stable, that is, the
system can still operate stably when the system is connected to the LVDC-side load during
asymmetric operation. Figure 21 shows the experimental results of the power side of
MVDC, where the power is stepped from 50% to 100%. During the dynamic process, the
response of the power step process is relatively fast. Moreover, the SM voltage is not greatly
disturbed and can maintain stability. The experimental results show that the dynamic
characteristics are good under the SM capacitance constraint redetermined in this study.

Electronics 2024, 13, 4043 17 of 19 
 

 

6.2. Dynamic Performance Verification 
Figure 20 shows the waveforms of the SM voltage on the upper arm of phase A and 

the output voltage on the LVDC side. When the system operates under asymmetric con-
ditions, the load is connected to the LVDC side and the SM voltage remains stable, that is, 
the system can still operate stably when the system is connected to the LVDC-side load 
during asymmetric operation. Figure 21 shows the experimental results of the power side 
of MVDC, where the power is stepped from 50% to 100%. During the dynamic process, 
the response of the power step process is relatively fast. Moreover, the SM voltage is not 
greatly disturbed and can maintain stability. The experimental results show that the dy-
namic characteristics are good under the SM capacitance constraint redetermined in this 
study. 

 
Figure 20. Experimental results of the dynamic process of the LVDC-side access load. 

 
Figure 21. Experimental results of the dynamic process of MVAC power increasing. 

7. Conclusions 
When the grid voltage experiences an asymmetric fault, the precondition that failed 

for the MMC-SST in [18] can completely eliminate the SM voltage fluctuation under small 
capacitance value conditions. In this study, the capacitor current of SMs and the operating 
characteristics in the MMC-SST under asymmetric conditions were analyzed. As shown 
above, when the grid-side voltage is unbalanced, the system can still achieve SM auto-
matic voltage equalization, but the SM fluctuating power cannot be completely eliminated 
by the HFL. When the grid-side voltage drops by more than 30%, the SM voltage fluctua-
tion in the low-SM-capacitance MMC-SST system is large and cannot guarantee safe op-
eration, and the DC-side power fluctuates significantly. 

A new SM capacitor capacitance constraint relationship related to the degree of volt-
age drop was obtained. Selecting the capacitor under this constraint can ensure that the 
SM voltage fluctuation is within a safe range, and the DC-side power fluctuation is rela-
tively small, which ensures that the system completes asymmetric fault ride-through. The 
new capacitance constraint is higher than that in [18], but it still has significant advantages 
in capacitance compared with traditional MMC-SSTs. 

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, Y.Y. and J.T.; methodology, X.F.; software, L.Q.; valida-
tion, M.Y.; formal analysis, M.Y.; investigation, Y.Y.; resources, X.F.; data curation, L.Q.; writing—
original draft preparation, X.F.; writing—review and editing, J.T.; visualization, L.Q.; supervision, 

Figure 20. Experimental results of the dynamic process of the LVDC-side access load.

Electronics 2024, 13, 4043 17 of 19 
 

 

6.2. Dynamic Performance Verification 
Figure 20 shows the waveforms of the SM voltage on the upper arm of phase A and 

the output voltage on the LVDC side. When the system operates under asymmetric con-
ditions, the load is connected to the LVDC side and the SM voltage remains stable, that is, 
the system can still operate stably when the system is connected to the LVDC-side load 
during asymmetric operation. Figure 21 shows the experimental results of the power side 
of MVDC, where the power is stepped from 50% to 100%. During the dynamic process, 
the response of the power step process is relatively fast. Moreover, the SM voltage is not 
greatly disturbed and can maintain stability. The experimental results show that the dy-
namic characteristics are good under the SM capacitance constraint redetermined in this 
study. 

 
Figure 20. Experimental results of the dynamic process of the LVDC-side access load. 

 
Figure 21. Experimental results of the dynamic process of MVAC power increasing. 

7. Conclusions 
When the grid voltage experiences an asymmetric fault, the precondition that failed 

for the MMC-SST in [18] can completely eliminate the SM voltage fluctuation under small 
capacitance value conditions. In this study, the capacitor current of SMs and the operating 
characteristics in the MMC-SST under asymmetric conditions were analyzed. As shown 
above, when the grid-side voltage is unbalanced, the system can still achieve SM auto-
matic voltage equalization, but the SM fluctuating power cannot be completely eliminated 
by the HFL. When the grid-side voltage drops by more than 30%, the SM voltage fluctua-
tion in the low-SM-capacitance MMC-SST system is large and cannot guarantee safe op-
eration, and the DC-side power fluctuates significantly. 

A new SM capacitor capacitance constraint relationship related to the degree of volt-
age drop was obtained. Selecting the capacitor under this constraint can ensure that the 
SM voltage fluctuation is within a safe range, and the DC-side power fluctuation is rela-
tively small, which ensures that the system completes asymmetric fault ride-through. The 
new capacitance constraint is higher than that in [18], but it still has significant advantages 
in capacitance compared with traditional MMC-SSTs. 

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, Y.Y. and J.T.; methodology, X.F.; software, L.Q.; valida-
tion, M.Y.; formal analysis, M.Y.; investigation, Y.Y.; resources, X.F.; data curation, L.Q.; writing—
original draft preparation, X.F.; writing—review and editing, J.T.; visualization, L.Q.; supervision, 

Figure 21. Experimental results of the dynamic process of MVAC power increasing.

7. Conclusions

When the grid voltage experiences an asymmetric fault, the precondition that failed
for the MMC-SST in [18] can completely eliminate the SM voltage fluctuation under small
capacitance value conditions. In this study, the capacitor current of SMs and the operating
characteristics in the MMC-SST under asymmetric conditions were analyzed. As shown
above, when the grid-side voltage is unbalanced, the system can still achieve SM automatic
voltage equalization, but the SM fluctuating power cannot be completely eliminated by the
HFL. When the grid-side voltage drops by more than 30%, the SM voltage fluctuation in
the low-SM-capacitance MMC-SST system is large and cannot guarantee safe operation,
and the DC-side power fluctuates significantly.

A new SM capacitor capacitance constraint relationship related to the degree of voltage
drop was obtained. Selecting the capacitor under this constraint can ensure that the SM
voltage fluctuation is within a safe range, and the DC-side power fluctuation is relatively
small, which ensures that the system completes asymmetric fault ride-through. The new
capacitance constraint is higher than that in [18], but it still has significant advantages in
capacitance compared with traditional MMC-SSTs.



Electronics 2024, 13, 4043 17 of 18

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, Y.Y. and J.T.; methodology, X.F.; software, L.Q.; validation,
M.Y.; formal analysis, M.Y.; investigation, Y.Y.; resources, X.F.; data curation, L.Q.; writing—original
draft preparation, X.F.; writing—review and editing, J.T.; visualization, L.Q.; supervision, J.T.; project
administration, Y.Y.; funding acquisition, Y.Y. All authors have read and agreed to the published
version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by the Science and Technology Research Project of Colleges and
Universities in Hebei Province (QN2024129) and the Natural Science Fund Project of Hebei Province
(E2024203170).

Data Availability Statement: The original contributions presented in the study are included in the
article; further inquiries can be directed to the corresponding author/s.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

References
1. Rodrigues, N.; Cunha, J.; Monteiro, V.; Afonso, J.L. Development and Experimental Validation of a Reduced-Scale Single-Phase

Modular Multilevel Converter Applied to a Railway Static Converter. Electronics 2023, 12, 1367. [CrossRef]
2. Meng, X.; Hu, G.; Liu, Z.; Wang, H.; Zhang, G.; Lin, H.; Sadabadi, M.S. Neural Network-Based Impedance Identification and

Stability Analysis for Double-Sided Feeding Railway Systems. IEEE Trans. Transp. Electrif. 2024. [CrossRef]
3. Xie, D.; Lin, C.; Deng, Q.; Lin, H.; Cai, C.; Basler, T.; Ge, X. Simple Vector Calculation and Constraint-Based Fault-Tolerant Control

for a Single-Phase CHBMC. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2024. [CrossRef]
4. Lin, H.; Cai, C.; Chen, J.; Gao, Y.; Vazquez, S.; Li, Y. Modulation and Control Independent Dead-Zone Compensation for H-Bridge

Converters: A Simplified Digital Logic Scheme. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2024, 71, 15239–15244. [CrossRef]
5. Lin, X.; Wu, C.; Yao, W.; Liu, Z.; Shen, X.; Xu, R.; Sun, G.; Liu, J. Observer-Based Fixed-Time Control for Permanent-Magnet

Synchronous Motors With Parameter Uncertainties. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2023, 38, 4335–4344. [CrossRef]
6. Siemaszko, D.; Carpita, M. Continuous Time Simulation and System-Level Model of a MVDC Distribution Grid Including SST

and MMC-Based AFE. Electronics 2024, 13, 2193. [CrossRef]
7. Zhou, J.; Sun, X.; Zhao, T.; Mu, Q.; Guo, X. An Improved One-Dimensional Space Vector Modulation for Three-Phase Five-Level

Cascaded H-Bridge Inverters. In Proceedings of the 2023 IEEE Energy Conversion Congress and Exposition (ECCE), Nashville,
TN, USA, 29 October–2 November 2023; pp. 3349–3354.

8. Ali, S.; Bogarra, S.; Khan, M.M.; Taha, A.; Phyo, P.P.; Byun, Y.-C. Prospective Submodule Topologies for MMC-BESS and Its
Control Analysis with HBSM. Electronics 2023, 12, 20. [CrossRef]

9. Wang, J.; Han, X.; Ma, H.; Bai, Z. Analysis and Injection Control of Circulating Current for Modular Multilevel Converters. IEEE
Trans. Ind. Electron. 2019, 66, 2280–2290. [CrossRef]

10. Pou, J.; Ceballos, S.; Konstantinou, G.; Capella, G.; Agelidis, V. Control strategy to balance operation of parallel connected legs
of modular multilevel converters. In Proceedings of the 2013 IEEE International Symposium on Industrial Electronics, Taipei,
Taiwan, 28–31 May 2013; pp. 1–7.

11. Debnath, S.; Qin, J.; Saeedifard, M. Control and Stability Analysis of Modular Multilevel Converter Under Low-Frequency
Operation. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2015, 62, 5329–5339. [CrossRef]

12. Zhou, J.; Zhang, J.; Wang, J.; Zang, J.; Shi, G.; Feng, X.; Cai, X. Design and Control of Power Fluctuation Delivery for Cell
Capacitance Optimization in Multiport Modular Solid-State Transformers. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2021, 36, 1412–1427.
[CrossRef]

13. Teng, J.; Sun, X.; Liu, X.; Zhao, W.; Li, X. Power Mismatches Elimination Strategy for MMC-Based Photovoltaic System and
Lightweight Design. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2023, 38, 11614–11629. [CrossRef]

14. Huang, X.; Wang, Z.; Kong, Z.; Xiong, J.; Zhang, K. Modular Multilevel Converter with Three-Port Power Channels for
Medium-Voltage Drives. IEEE J. Emerg. Sel. Top. Power Electron. 2018, 6, 1495–1507. [CrossRef]

15. Teng, J.; Sun, X.; Zhang, M.; Zhao, W.; Li, X. Low-Capacitance CHB-Based SST Based on Resonant Push–Pull Decoupling Channel.
IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2024, 71, 2477–2488. [CrossRef]

16. Diab, M.; Massoud, A.; Ahmed, S.; Williams, B. A modular multilevel converter with ripple-power decoupling channels for three
phase MV adjustable-speed drives. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2019, 34, 4048–4063. [CrossRef]

17. Wang, Z.; Teng, J.; Zhang, M.; Bu, Z.; Lin, X.; Qi, L.; Zhao, W.; Li, X.; Sun, X. Common-Mode Voltage Suppression Strategy for
CHB-Based Motor Drive Based on Topology and Modulation Optimization. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2024. [CrossRef]

18. Bu, Z.; Teng, J.; Sun, X.; Pan, Y.; Pan, Y. Low Frequency Voltage Ripples Decoupling with Switched-Capacitor Conversion For an
MMC-based SST. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2022, 69, 11293–11303. [CrossRef]

19. Lin, H.; Chung, H.; Shen, R.; Xiang, Y. Enhancing Stability of DC Cascaded Systems With CPLs Using MPC Combined With NI
and Accounting for Parameter Uncertainties. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2024, 39, 5225–5238. [CrossRef]

20. Alam, M.; Muttaqi, K.; Bouzerdoum, A. Characterizing voltage sags and swells using three-phase voltage ellipse parameters.
IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2015, 51, 2780–2790. [CrossRef]

https://doi.org/10.3390/electronics12061367
https://doi.org/10.1109/TTE.2024.3462857
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2024.3437229
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2024.3370975
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2022.3226033
https://doi.org/10.3390/electronics13112193
https://doi.org/10.3390/electronics12010020
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2018.2808901
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2015.2414908
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2020.3006956
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2023.3285212
https://doi.org/10.1109/JESTPE.2017.2770162
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2023.3270508
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2018.2858003
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2024.3458423
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2021.3121715
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2024.3359672
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIA.2015.2397176


Electronics 2024, 13, 4043 18 of 18

21. Shi, X.; Wang, Z.; Liu, B.; Liu, Y.; Tolbert, L.; Wang, F. Characteristic investigation and control of an MMC-based HVDC system
under single line-to-ground fault conditions. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2015, 30, 408–421. [CrossRef]

22. Li, S.; Wang, X.; Yao, Z.; Li, T.; Peng, Z. Circulating current suppressing strategy for MMC-HVDC based on nonideal proportional
resonant controllers under unbalanced grid conditions. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2015, 30, 387–397. [CrossRef]

23. Liang, Y.; Liu, J.; Zhang, T.; Yang, Q. Arm current control strategy for MMC-HVDC under unbalanced conditions. IEEE Trans.
Power Deliv. 2017, 32, 125–134. [CrossRef]

24. Yang, Q.; Qin, J.; Saeedifard, M. Analysis, detection, and location of open-switch submodule failures in a modular multilevel
converter. IEEE Trans. Power Deliv. 2016, 31, 155–164. [CrossRef]

25. Prieto-Araujo, E.; Junyent-Ferre, A.; Clariana-Colet, G.; GomisBellmunt, O. Control of MMCs under singular unbalanced voltage
conditions with equal positive and negative sequence components. IEEE Trans. Power Syst. 2017, 32, 2131–2141. [CrossRef]

26. Ali, M.; Farooq, A.; Khan, M.Q.; Khan, M.M.; Mihet-Popa, L. Analysis of Asymmetric Hybrid Modular Multilevel Topology for
Medium-Voltage Front-End Converter Applications. Energies 2023, 16, 1572. [CrossRef]

27. Wang, S.; Qin, S.; Yang, P.; Sun, Y.; Zhao, B.; Yin, R.; Sun, S.; Tian, C.; Zhao, Y. Research on the New Topology and Coordinated
Control Strategy of Renewable Power Generation Connected MMC-Based DC Power Grid Integration System. Symmetry 2021, 13,
1965. [CrossRef]

28. de Souza, V.R.F.B.; Barros, L.S.; Costa, F.B. Modular Multilevel Converter for Low-Voltage Ride-Through Support in AC Networks.
Energies 2021, 14, 5314. [CrossRef]

29. Liu, Z.; Li, G.; et. A Multi-Frequency DQ Impedance Measurement Algorithm for Single-Phase Vehicle-Grid System in Electrified
Railways. IEEE Trans. Veh. Technol. 2022, 71, 1372–1383. [CrossRef]

30. Meng, X.; Zhang, Q.; Liu, Z.; Hu, G.; Liu, F.; Zhang, G. Multiple Vehicles and Traction Network Interaction System Stability
Analysis and Oscillation Responsibility Identification. IEEE Trans. Power Electron. 2024, 39, 6148–6162. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.

https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2014.2323360
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2014.2329059
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPWRD.2016.2554620
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPWRD.2015.2477476
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPWRS.2016.2598617
https://doi.org/10.3390/en16041572
https://doi.org/10.3390/sym13101965
https://doi.org/10.3390/en14175314
https://doi.org/10.1109/TVT.2021.3135105
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2023.3347472

	Introduction 
	State-of-the-Art SM Capacitor Lightweight Methods for MMC-SSTs 
	Contribution 

	Analysis of SM Current under Both Symmetric and Asymmetric Operation 
	Generation Principle of Fluctuating Power under Symmetric Operation 
	Fluctuating Power Decoupling Method in the Literature B18-electronics-3250158 
	Analysis of SM Current under Asymmetric Operation 

	Current Characteristics of SM under Asymmetric Operation 
	Analysis of Asymmetric Fault Ride-through Capability of MMC-SST 
	Impact on HFL 
	Impact on SM Voltage and MVDC Current with Input AC Current Control 
	Performance of Three-Phase Voltage Unbalanced Operation 

	Capacitance Constraint of SM in Asymmetric Operation 
	Experimental Verification 
	Asymmetric Operation Verification 
	Dynamic Performance Verification 

	Conclusions 
	References

