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Abstract: This study aims to provide a set of experimentally determined forces needed
for gripping operations related to a robotically manipulated microliter manual pipette.
The experiments are conducted within the scope of automated sample processing for
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) analysis in small-sized to medium-sized laboratories
where dedicated automated equipment is absent and where procedures are carried out
manually. Automation is justified by the requirement for increased efficiency and to
eliminate possible errors generated by lab technicians. The test system comprises an
industrial robot; a dedicated custom gripper assembly necessary for the pipette; pipetting
tips; and mechanical holders for tubes with chemical substances and genetic material. The
selected approach is to measure forces using the robot’s built-in force-torque sensor while
controlling and limiting the pipette’s gripping force and the robot’s pushing force. Because
the manipulation of different materials requires the attachment and discarding of tips to
and from the pipette, the operator’s perceived tip release force is also considered.

Keywords: robotic handling; force measurement; pipetting device

1. Introduction

Basic information about polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is as follows.

Starting with the pandemic year of 2020, a substantial body of medical analysis
involved using deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) for different diagnostics. The samples taken
directly from patients contain a small amount of DNA, and the PCR technique developed
in the 1980s requires large amounts of high-purity DNA [1]. Using PCR, a very large
number of copies can be obtained from a portion of a DNA molecule in only a few steps.
These comprise the following: genomic DNA extraction, PCR amplification of the gene
fragment containing the mutation, the enzymatic digestion of the PCR product, and the
electrophoretic separation and visualization of fragments. The final diagnosis is established
after enzymatic digestion.

The protocol for DNA extraction implies the repeated pipetting of small quantities
into Eppendorf elution tubes for many hours a day. For this reason, and also due to
current laboratory operations, improving the manual procedure is desirable (Figure 1a).
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In Figure 1b, the PCR thermocycler used in the final step of the test can be observed after
the other operations were manually executed by the analysis laboratory personnel, e.g.,
centrifugation, incubation, and extraction.

(b)

Figure 1. Current manual samples processing (a) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) thermocy-
cler (b).

This method is currently used in the biochemistry laboratory of the Victor Babes
University of Medicine, Timisoara (RO), and the authors are hoping to automate the process
for optimization and efficiency. It is also appealing to eliminate the errors made by tired
lab technicians by reducing the time needed for manual pipetting and the manipulation of
small quantities, in addition to avoiding contamination.

During workdays, the operators must stay concentrated and maintain focused atten-
tion for long periods of time, and this can lead to undesired analysis results.

Automated PCR analysis provides several advantages over the manual procedure. The
accuracy and efficiency of PCRs can be enhanced by automated systems, such as thermal
cyclers, and by using PCR robots. The studies reveal that starting with the 2020 global crisis,
after the outbreak of COVID-19, artificial intelligence (Al) algorithms have contributed by
improving the detectability of the virus via polymerase chain reactions and subsequently
comparing the results of chest tomography scans with the clinical symptoms of patients,
anamnesis, and laboratory tests. The rapid diagnosis of COVID-19-positive patients became
possible [2]. Currently, Al is a branch of engineering that can resolve complex challenges,
and there is continuous progress in the development of software programming [3].

In modern medical laboratories, automated machinery is used for testing samples [4]
at different automation levels [5]. Since this area is developing, robotic services for labora-
tories should be further improved [6,7]. Automation allows for reactions to be performed
in an easier manner, resulting in significant precision and time savings [8]. A related study
was carried out on automation programs for the picking and placing of small objects [9].
The use of artificial intelligence in the medical field [10], the effects and benefits of automa-
tion processes [11], and the use of compliant systems for grasp optimization [12] are being
studied, all resulting in minimal operator intervention, improved productivity, increased
safety in the laboratory, minimized errors [13], and the saving of time [14]. There are also
studies on new levels of artificial intelligence, the integration of large language models
(such as ChatGPT) into healthcare [15], the use of computer vision for health monitor-
ing [16], human-robot interactions [17], the optimization of workspace design [18], and
error correction and calibration for maximizing robot precision [19].

The following characteristics should also be considered when choosing automation
devices: manipulator performance [20,21], using different types of grippers [22], the use of
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3D printed parts [23], and combining a pipette with a gripper [24]. There are also studies on
space optimization and kinematic analysis [25,26], sensors used to control operations [27],
and different types of components in medical laboratories [28].

A study of these components used a description and comparison of the grippers’
ability to pick up objects of different types, as employed in many industrial and medical
applications, both in known and unknown environments and for different types of mate-
rial [29]. The choice of this study’s gripper model, as well as the final 3D-printed model for
the finger clamps, took into account mechanical problems [30-32] and other studies related
to the materials and the movements of the end effector [33].

For future studies, other smart sensors should be considered, which can be integrated
to perform the automation of samples in the laboratory [34].

The problem identified, for which the current study proposes an automated sub-
process, is the necessity to create a system for the appropriate manipulation of a manual
pipette in the presence of laboratory analysis components.

The result is situated and addresses scenarios taking place in a medium-sized medical
university laboratory, and it focuses on the robotic gripping and manipulation of a standard
manual pipette.

The broader objectives of this study are to improve operations in a medical laboratory
that currently does not have any type of automated system for sample processing and is
working only with the equipment presented in previous studies [35,36]. Because improve-
ments in the activity of the lab personnel and faster performance in the processing of PCR
tests are desired, the proposed solution must be suitable in the lab’s existing space while
using all equipment currently present in the laboratory.

For this purpose, the authors performed two experiments. The first was carried out
to design gripping components and to establish the appropriate forces for clamping the
pipette. The second was carried out to establish the necessary force with which dispensing
tips can always be attached to the end of the pipette. For a correct and efficient working
methodology, the manipulation forces must be constant, in addition to the positioning of
the pipette relative to the other devices used (such as tip holders, reagent holders, etc.).

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Robotic Testing Work Cell

The laboratory testing work cell is based on a Universal Robots UR10e collaborative
robot [37] (Odense, Denmark), which is available in one of our robotics labs. The pipette
used in the experiments is a single-channel, 1000 pL fixed-type pipette [38]. Standard tips
were used for each subsequent sample measurement. Figure 2 shows the top and front
views of the experimental work cell.

Figure 2. Top and front view of the robotic work cell used for testing.
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The trajectories of the robot within the work area of the robot and the singularity
issues that can possibly occur during the automated program were described in previous
studies [35,36].

2.2. Three-Dimensional Modeling of the Components for the Experimental Setup

The components were designed and used as an assembly for sample preparation
during analyses with the PCR technique. This assembly consists of the following:

A holder for the manipulated pipette;

A holder with multiple locations for the tips;
support for tubes with reagents;

A holder for the elution tubes;

A recycling cup for discarded tips;

A gripper assembly for manipulating the pipette.

The design of the above components was carried out considering their use in small
and medium laboratories that have limited space available. Moreover, the entire system
of holders and supports was conceived such that the assembly and disassembly can be
quickly and easily carried out; moreover, the robot can also access any needed chemicals in
a logical manner [35].

Figure 3 presents the 3D designs of the components, which were modeled and opti-
mized according to multiple criteria such as overall dimensions, occupied area, process
function, and tolerances.

(a) (b)

(d)

Figure 3. Three-dimensional models of support containers: (a) sample support, (b) primer support,

(c) pipette support, and (d) tip support.

The parts were manufactured via fused deposition modeling (FDM) 3D printing using
polylactic acid (PLA)—a widespread type of filament. An electro-pneumatic setup was
devised to test the functionality of the components and to validate the designed models.

3. Determining the Pipette’s Proper Clamping Force
3.1. Defining of Clamping Force

The proposed system consists of a robotic arm, some standard industrial components,
printed components, a manual pipette, disposable tips, elution tubes, and reagent tubes.
The process plan is to carry the pipette to specified locations, where it must collect a tip
that will be fed with chemical substances, or it must discard the tip. The movements are
imposed by the robot’s program. For each chemical substance, the pipette uses another tip,
which must be properly attached to the pipetting head. After each use, the tip is discarded
into the recycling cup /bin.

The automated pipette must be clamped by the gripper with enough force around its
body because the tips, which are small conical containers, must be obtained via friction
resulting from an insertion (pushing) force. This trajectory falls along the Z-axis (Figure 4a),
and the theoretical determination of the vertical Z-travel force limit on the pipette (Fzmax)
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is obtained by relating it to a conical shrink fit model (Figure 4b), where values of the
insertion distance [ and the angle « are known.

N
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Figure 4. Process of attaching the tip to the pipette: (a) inserting process and (b) theoretical model for

a conical shrink-fit assembly [36].

However, the main unknowns are represented by the contact between the pipette’s
end and tip collar. The friction coefficient here is unknown, and it is also difficult to estimate.
Another consideration for the tip is the plastic deformation of its thin walls. The material
characteristics of the pipette and the tip are not specified by the producer, nor are the
machining tolerances, which is impractical for the purpose of the theoretical determination
of forces [36].

The goal of this experimental study is to obtain the force values necessary to hold the
clamped pipette and the values necessary to push-fit the tips; this is required in order to
realize a functional and well-performing system without the risk of leaking reagents.

Moreover, the exerted forces must not damage the pipette or the tips, and proper tip
discarding must occur. The final aspect relates to collision cases, which must not damage
the components or pose an injury threat to the lab technicians inadvertently present in the
robot’s workspace.

3.2. Test Setup for Measuring Forces

The experiment uses the force—torque sensor available in the robot’s 6-axis flange. The
robot was programmed for slow vertical motion while recording the tool center point (TCP)
vertical force and position. For the pipette’s holding force experiment, the pipette was
pushed against a rigid horizontal surface. For the tip collection experiment, the pipette was
pushed against tips that were previously inserted vertically into their collection support.

The measurement process is controlled by the operator for each sample, imposing or
limiting forces. Figure 5 shows a test stand setup for attaching the tips.
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Figure 5. Testing force method for attaching tips: (a) front view with relevant Z axis and (b) top view.

3.3. Gripper Design

Because the pipette used in the experiments is a regular manual pipette, a custom
gripping device was designed for the robot in order to be able to manipulate the pipette
efficiently and safely. While operating the robot, the pipette needs to be firmly gripped, but
it can also be subjected to a variety of damage forces; thus, several operating and safety
conditions need to be considered for the design of the gripping tool:

—  The pipette must be gripped in the same position and orientation every time.

—  The pipette holding force must be appropriate for the operation to be carried out.

—  Excessive forces from any direction (but especially from Z-travel—the work direction)
must be avoided by quickly releasing the pipette.

—  The pipette must remain in a gripped state (low force) upon the failure or shut-off of
compressed air components.

—  Supplemental future mechanisms for operating the pipette must be accounted for.

To comply with the above statements, we need to use a gripper that can exert enough
force to hold the pipette, this force needs to be controlled continuously or in steps, and the
gripper should have suitable finger travel and be able to exert closing forces while not being
actuated. Other studies also designed pipette gripers with different stages of gripping
forces [39,40]. The most suitable off-the-shelf solution is to use an industrial air gripper
that is normally closed (NC) and spring-loaded [41]. A convenient method of controlling
the gripping force for this air gripper is to have its opening and closing pressure controlled
using an electronic pressure regulator [42].

For this device, a tool flange adapter conforming to ISO 9409-1-50-4-M6 [43] was
designed and 3D printed to affix it to the robot. Also, a set of fingers/clamps was designed
and 3D printed for the pipette. The assembly model is presented in Figure 6.

UR-standard, 3D printable flange (PLA)
Air gripper (MHZ2-20CN)
3D printable fingers (PET-G)

Friction tape lining (PVC)

Lip (pipette support)

Figure 6. Pipette 3D clamp model attached to the air gripper.
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The clamp’s design follows the sectional profile of the pipette body in order to auto-
orient the pipette upon closing. They are also designed with a protruding lip in the lower
part such that the pipette can be positioned in the same vertical position upon lifting with
a soft-closed gripper. These clamps were printed using a glycol-modified polyethylene
terephthalate (PET-G) filament due to its better mechanical properties, but this material
provides almost no friction when in contact with the pipette’s plastic body; thus, lining tape
was installed in order to increase friction levels. This is needed because vertical forces are
applied to the pipette when collecting the tip in order to stop the pipette from sliding out
of the clamps. A small side effect of the lining tape is the increase in the lateral compliance
of the pipette during operations.

The vertical Z-travel force limit relative to the pipette (Fzmax) is directly related to
the gripping force, and it can be adjusted as required (from the robot program). An initial
empirical value was selected at 35 N after manually using the pipette and communicating
with trained lab personnel.

The lateral forces acting on the gripper were not evaluated during the robot’s posi-
tioning. Thus, a lateral hard collision test was conducted, imposing a linear trajectory on
the gripper’s clamps beyond a fixed metal plate—with v =3 m/s and a = 10 m/s>—while
using a 3D-printed pipette mock-up (Figure 7a). The highest recorded force on the relevant
axis was 274 N. Since the robot stopped before any structural damage could be observed
with respect to the clamps in the collaborative mode (Figure 7b), after such a collision, the
pipette was inspected and reseated properly in the gripper.

Figure 7. Testing the lateral hard collision of the gripper. (a) Collision trajectory (arrow) and
(b) contact/hit point with the metal plate (encircled).

Figure 8 presents the assembled robot gripper and the actual gripped pipette ready
for experimentation.

Figure 8. Robot assembly: gripper only (left); gripped pipette (right).

3.4. First Experiment—Pipette Holding Force

For the automated process proposed in this study, the gripper must be actuated by the
robot controller; thus, all required pneumatic and electric components are interconnected,
as shown in Figure 9.
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Figure 9. Electric (a) and pneumatic (b) schematics.

The pneumatic schematic in Figure 9b presents the pressure that was supplied by a
compressed air source (a mobile compressor) and that was passed through an air service
unit, where it was filtered and limited to five bar. The compressed air then entered the
electrically controlled proportional pressure regulator Y0. The regular has an internal
pressure feedback sensor that also delivers an analog signal, and it is presented as BO. The
pressure-controlled air then enters a directional control solenoid valve Y1, which is used
for directing the flow to open or close gripper Grp.

To command and control the electrical devices from the robot program, signals must
be connected to the robot’s input/output (IO) interface. Table 1 provides the signals and
functions for all the elements as they appear in Figure 9a.

Table 1. Pipette gripper command and control items.
Item Function Signal Values Type
S1,S2 Branch selectors for program loops Digital input 24V NO switches, manual act
PO Gripping force command Analog input 0-10V Potentiometer, manual act
BO Gripping pressure feedback Analog input 0-10V Pressure sensor, part of YO
YO0 Gripping force control Analog output 0-10V Proportional pressure regulator
Y1 Open/close gripper Digital output 24V Directional control solenoid valve
Compressed air 0-10 bar NG, spring-loaded, air gripper

Grp

Pipette gripper
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A flowchart of the robot program is presented in Figure 10 for the sake of simplifying
explanations regarding concurrent robot actions and also for easier program reproducibility.
Force measurements and stop decisions are carried out in a separate thread; thus, user
input, output control, and motion tasks run in parallel with force measurement and data-
sending tasks.

I BEFORE START I
THREAD_1

Fzmax=Fz
Poz_Z0-=[6p] VES™ poz_zmin:=Poz_z2]
MOVEJ Poz_Z0 T
flip:=false 4’63
Fzmax:=0
Poz_Zmin:=Poz_Z0 ¥ NO
W:=get_tcp_force()
Fz:=W[2] — ‘} Open GRP

Poz_Z:=get_actual_tcp_pose() An_OUT=1.0

Poz_Zmin:=Poz_Z7[2]

START robot program

YES

Write_regs(Fzmax,
pres, Poz_Zmin)

Y
€ ‘
¥
SW2 YES o
Poz_Zmin:=Poz_Z70
An_OUT=0
flip:=true
YES
NO
¥

NO
flip:=false
MOVEJ Poz_Z0

Figure 10. Robot program flowchart for the first experiment.

i MOVEJ POZ_Z0 .-'

Since we do not have a transfer function that links the operating air pressure to the
normal force inflicted on the pipette’s body and we also do not know the friction coefficients
involved, we must experimentally determine this process parameter by testing the full
pressure range against the recorded vertical (Z-travel) force applied onto the pipette.

For the first part of the experiment—determining the gripping pressure for maximum
vertical pipette force—the workflow comprises programming the robot to grip and push
the pipette at 20 mm against a rigid surface with a constant velocity of 10 mm/s. The
vertical pushing force is measured via the robot’s force—torque sensor, and it is internally
offset by the TCP and the parametrization of the payload’s center of gravity. The maximum
force during a push is then recorded and compared with the maximum imposed limit
(Fzmax = 35 N), in addition to the pressure detected in the gripper.

First Experiment—Results

Following the experimental workflow, a pressure step interval of 0.2 bar was selected
and used, and the test routine was launched using switch S1. For every pressure setpoint,
n = 10 samples were measured, and the average force Fz was considered. The results are
presented in Figure 11; combining the raw recorded force, the robot’s average force and
traveled distance were measured until it stopped. Abnormal values were kept for reference.
Supporting raw data for both experiments is available in Supplementary Materials [SM].
One can observe that pressures higher than 2.2 bar resulted in stoppage due to the force
limit (Fz > 35 N), with an average stopping distance of 5 mm. This distance is the combined
result of system compliance with respect to robot stopping time.
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Figure 11. Pipette hold/slip force/pressure dependency—with friction tape.

Testing the forces without friction lining tape on the gripper clamps confirmed the
inability of the system to hold the pipette—with an average value of Fz = 4.3 N; the results
are presented in Figure 12. The measuring method is the same (n = 5 samples), but the
pressure intervals were set at 0.5 bar.

5.5

Force [N]

----- Force, raw

35

Force, avg

== = Avgvalue

0 0.5 1 15 2 25 3 3.5 4 4.5 5 55 6

Pressure [bar]
Figure 12. Pipette slip force/pressure dependency—without friction tape.

This information is also useful in the robot’s final application program as it can detect
faulty pipette gripping during the tip attachment phase and, consequently, a warning
message can be raised.

3.5. Second Experiment—Tip Holding Force

Apart from the pipette gripping force, for the final application, we also need to be able
to collect tips with the pipette.

In order to determine the suitable force interval for picking up tips, the experiment is
conducted in a similar manner to the one for the pipette holding force. The idea is to find a
convenient pressing force into the tip (optimal experimental force) such that several events
are concurrent during the process:

—  The tip must remain attached to the pipette after lifting and positioning the assembly.

—  The tip must not leak any of its collected (water) content for at least 30 s.

—  The tip must be released by pressing the dedicated pipette button, with an ergonomi-
cally accepted finger force of 10-25 N.

—  The tip must not crack or deform at its assembly collar or at its narrow open end.
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—  The tip should be reusable for at least one more operation under the same conditions
(although this will never happen in the lab as the tips are disposable, it is a qualitative
indicator of the mechanical stress applied to the tip).

The workflow is similar to the other experiment, but this time, the variable metric is
the force exerted by the pipette when pushing into the tip, and this is manually controlled
for each sample using the potentiometer PO (similar to the previous pressure). The outcome
is both a quantitative time measurement of the period until the tip starts leaking, and it
is also a qualitative measure of how easy it is to release the tip by pushing the pipette’s
dedicated button.

The robot program was modified to advance (for no more than 10 mm) with the same
speed of 10 mm/s until the set pushing force was attained. Upon meeting this threshold,
the robot should switch the direction of motion, raise the pipette with the tip attached, and
be ready for pipetting.

Second Experiment—Results

For the tip holding resistance, the test tips were placed in their holding case and then
placed under the vertical pipette (which was gripped by the robot). The commanded force
interval was set to 1 N starting from 2 N (the robot’s minimum readout). The maximum
test force was limited to 25 N. The outcome referred to the perceived (felt) resistance
when pushing the tip’s release button. Numerical values were attributed to the qualitative
impressions, as shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Tip ejecting force—qualitative to quantitative conversion.

No Resistance Really Easy Easy Good
0 10 20 30

The graphical dependence relation is depicted in Figure 13.

35

30 [ m—————— B e T

N
&

N
o

-
«

-
o

Force

Force [N], Felt resistance

= ===~ Felt resistance

(4]

o

1 6 11 16 21 26 31 36 41 46 51 56 61 66 71 76 81 86

Samples

Figure 13. Manual tip ejecting force—user qualitative impression.

From the figure’s data, one can observe that under 10 N, attachment failure relative
to the tips was likely, i.e., where “Felt resistance” falls to zero. Thus, further experiments
should concentrate on push-fit forces above 10 N.

For the leak test, the tips were placed in their holding case, and after tip collection,
a manual pipetting step was employed using water. The commanded force interval was
set to 1 N starting from 2 N (the robot’s minimum readout). The maximum test force
was limited to 30 N. If the force is higher than that, the pipette could easily slide from
the gripper—refer to experiment 1. A time limit of 30 s was set as the maximum waiting
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time for observing a leak (but leak times were fully recorded, with a maximum of over
15 min). For a good pick-up operation, no leak should occur if the operation is quicker than
15 s—the time needed for the robot to move and dispense contents. A period of less than
10 s was considered a failure, and this only occurred for Fz <10 N.

The measured force was also recorded. The results are presented in Figure 14 and
Table 3. The outcome referred to the gripper still being attached (Figure 14—graph value
15) or unattached (Figure 14—graph value 0), and it referred to the time (s) until the tip
started leaking. It can be observed that when the pushing force Fz is >15 N, there is no leak
in the first 30 s.

35

w
o

225
Y
£
—;g 20
Y]
|
I T o it i
1%
S Leak time Command force
s 10
= Min: 10s e ROboOt force

5 Max: 15:05 — — Tip attached

Avg: 2:28 :
: -====Leak time

i | 6 11 16 21 26 31 36 41 46 51 56 61 66 71 76 81 86

Samples

Figure 14. Tip leak time versus pipette (robot) push-fit force.

Table 3. Leak time sample success as a function of the push-fit force.

Robot Force 10-14 s 15-29 s 30-59 s Over 60 s Total Samples
10.1-15.0 N 5 1 3 14 20
15.1-20.0 N 0 0 4 16 20
20.1-25.0N 0 0 1 19 20
25.1-30.0 N 0 0 0 10 10

After measuring leak times, the tips were discarded, and new tips were used for each
subsequent sample measurement.

4. Discussion and Future Work

For the first experiment, after data analysis, we decided that a gripper pressure
setpoint between 2.5 and 3.5 bar is appropriate for the correct clamping of the pipette.
Lower pressures could result in pipette slippage from the gripper during the tip attachment
operation. Higher pressures do not inflict any harm, but they are also unnecessary. In
the final application, the pressure could also be set up from a manual pressure regulator,
releasing the proportional electronic pressure regulator for other duties.

For the second experiment, following the data presented in Figures 13 and 14 and
combined with the findings in the first experiment, the recommended pipette pushing force
interval for picking up and sealing the tip (for proper attachment) is [15...25] N. In the
final lab application, the robot should be initially set to exert (i.e., —to stop pushing at) a
force of 20 N, followed by on-site tuning.

The main advantage of the proposed solution is as follows: the use of readily available
mainstream industrial components that allow for quick and cost-effective system replication
for laboratories that need some type of pipetting process automation. Another notable
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point is that several manual pipettes can be used during the process, which are gripped and
manipulated in sequence; each of them is set to a specific dispensing volume. Although
not detailed in this study, it must be noted that the reagents and sample volumes to be
dispensed during PCR analyses are different for each (reagent/sample) type. Another
advantage is the easy setup process of the robot’s end effector and the safe pneumatic
actuation nature; thus, lab personnel can easily adapt to working with the assembly.

There are also some disadvantages regarding the system’s flexibility. The system
cannot be easily repurposed to perform another robotic job—except if using a robot tool
changer. Moreover, the system is not very fault-tolerant; in its current state, it cannot detect
the loss of a pipette or incorrect pipette gripping orientations, nor can it detect failed tip
attachment (provided that the pushing force is still correct). However, some of these aspects
can be mitigated in future studies.

The principal problems encountered during the experiments’ development were
related to the optimum height of the gripper clamps, as there were some initially unforeseen
limitations. Since the mechanism for actuating the pipette’s knobs is not yet designed,
this results in maximum vertical travel clearance while picking up the pipette, which can
be imposed in a later stage. It is possible that the authors will have to adapt the gripper
clamps in another design iteration.

At its current state, robotic experimental applications cannot execute pipetting, dis-
pensing, and tip-discarding sub-processes. These operations require the actuation of the
pipette’s dedicated knobs. Continuation of the present study entails the development of the
actuation mechanism and the control of the entire end-to-end pipetting process. We plan
to follow a similar approach by using only pneumatic actuation, combined with remote
pneumatic sensing, such that no electric/electronic components are present beyond the
robot’s flange. In total, three pneumatic actuators will be used for the entire pipetting device
(the gripper for the pipette and two additional cylinders for the knobs). The pneumatic
control scheme will be optimized for the minimum tube lines, concurrently providing the
same functionality as when manually working with the pipette. Theoretical analyses of
the gripping and dispensing assembly will be conducted via a top-down approach. Robot
trajectory optimizations can also be considered in future studies, but these are only worth
pursuing when robot automation is utilized in a lab as a final application.

5. Conclusions

The experimental study confirmed the functionality of the designed components and
validated the approach and developed 3D models.

An appropriate pressure setpoint in the gripper was found for the correct clamping of
the pipette. The testing gripper clamps without friction lining tape confirmed the inability
of the system to hold a pipette.

The push-fit force for the pipette during the attachment of tips to the end of the pipette
was defined within a specific interval. This ensures that the tips are not leaking (correctly
attached) while also allowing for appropriate tip release (discarding) force. The upper
interval force limit is also imposed by the requirement that the pipette cannot slide upwards
in the gripper when attaching the tip.

The presented experimental setup is part of a wider project that aims to realize the
automated handling of samples during an automated PCR analysis, and it is dedicated to
improving the process in a manually operated medical analysis laboratory.

This article is a revised and expanded version of the manuscript entitled “Experimental
Approach on the Force for Robotic Pipetting in Automated PCR (Polymerase Chain Reac-
tion)”, which was presented at MEDER2024—Mechanism Design for Robotics, Timisoara,
Romania, 26-28 June 2024.
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