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Abstract: The power supply is crucial in the present day due to the negative impacts of poor power
quality on the electric grid. In this research, we employed deep learning methods to investigate the
power factor, which is a significant indicator of power quality. A multi-step forecast was developed for
the power factor in the power supply installation of a hot rolling mill, extending beyond the horizontal
line. This was conducted using data obtained from the respective electrical supply system. The
forecast was developed via hybrid RNN (recurrent neural networks) incorporating LSTM (long short-
term memory) and GRU (gated recurrent unit) layers. This research utilized hybrid recurrent neural
network designs with deep learning methods to build several power factor models. These layers have
advantages for time series forecasting. After conducting time series forecasting, qualitative indicators
of the prediction were identified, including the sSMAPE (Symmetric Mean Absolute Percentage Error)
and regression coefficient. In this paper, the authors examined the quality of applied models and
forecasts utilizing these indicators, both in the short term and long term.
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1. Introduction

The transition from semi-automation to knowledge automation, process intelligence,
and production information is transforming metallurgy, especially steel rolling processes.
Rolling is crucial to steel production because it affects material properties and product
quality. The rolling process is nonlinear and unbalanced, presenting numerous challenges.
High-speed continuous rolling mills make monitoring process information, modelling
behaviour characteristics, and implementing high-speed operational controls extremely
difficult. In rolling mills, maintaining high power quality is critical for guaranteeing reliable
equipment operation, consistent product quality, accurate process control, energy efficiency,
reduced downtime, and compliance with standards and regulations. Poor power quality
can cause equipment failures, safety hazards, and increased operating costs, highlighting
the importance of a stable and reliable power supply in metal production [1].

Power quality is currently a critical issue, particularly in plants with high power con-
sumers that are occasionally unbalanced [2]. These consumers can be found in metallurgical
plants like electric arc furnaces (EAF) [3,4], ladle furnaces [5], and rolling mills [1]. These
high power consumers use a lot of electricity and can have an impact on power quality
via reactive power, low power factor, and electric current harmonics [6-8]. The largest
consumers of electric power in steel plants are EAF [5,9,10], but rolling mills also have
significant power and produce harmonic currents [11,12], overcurrents that cause reactive
power and low power factor [13,14] or flicker [12].

Power quality affects hot rolling performance and lamination product quality. Voltage
and frequency affect hot rolling mills. Significant variations may compromise equipment
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operation and cause production losses or damage [15,16]. A consistent voltage and fre-
quency are essential for rolling efficiency and precision. Power quality has a substantial
impact on the efficiency of hot rolling operations and the quality of laminated products.
Low power quality might result in frequent device failures and operational interruptions.
Fluctuations in voltage, such as sags and surges, can lead to the failure of critical control
systems, resulting in interruptions to the rolling process [15,17]. This impacts production
and might result in inconsistent thickness or defects in the surface of the rolled products
caused by unexpected stops and accelerations.

Harmonic disturbances in the electrical grid may damage electronic and electrical
equipment [18]. Harmonics can cause overheating in frequency or lamination control
problems in hot rolling mills.

Power losses or outages can induce unexpected shutdowns, causing equipment failure.
Process continuity may require interruption management [15,16,18].

Overvoltage may affect the rolling process. The quality of power can affect the process
energy efficiency [17]. Overvoltage can damage drives, motors, and control systems
immediately or progressively. Effects may result in failure of equipment, causing cost
repairs or replacements and unexpected interruption [19]. Motor insulation breakdown
resulting from overvoltage may cause short or open circuits, interrupting rolling motion.
Control systems that control roll speed, pressure, and alignment influence rolling precision.
High voltage may interfere with these control systems, resulting in imprecise rolling
process control. This could lead to rolling defects in the product including thickness or
surface irregularities, decreasing quality. A quality energy source can minimize operational
expenses and improve energy efficiency [5,12].

Rolling process control systems may be affected by power grid oscillations. A reliable
energy source is needed for precise process control.

Power quality affects product quality. Rolling instabilities can cause product de-
fects, unequal dimensions, and other quality issues. Power quality issues might cause
device malfunctions. If the voltage at the point of common coupling (PCC) drops for over
50 milliseconds, it will cause the variable frequency drive to shut down and interrupt
the process [19]. This results in emergency situations, faults, and the under-release of
products [20]. Rolling mills” variable frequency drives are susceptible to voltage drops.
Voltage drops have significant repercussions for production. Malfunctioning of the electric
drive in the technical installation causes interruptions in the technological process, resulting
in equipment breakdowns, rejects, and the underproduction of products [18].

Monitoring and managing equipment power quality are crucial for hot sheet operation
and product quality. Harmonic filters and surge protection devices can improve electrical
quality and reduce disturbances in the rolling process and completed product [12,16,18].

Harmonic currents are caused in large part by the widespread use of power converters,
which are found in many electrical and electronic systems, including household appliances.
While the power of household appliances is relatively low [21,22], harmonic currents
cause significant power losses in industrial electrical installations due to the very high
power [15-18]. As a result, many papers in specialized journals present research on the
presence of harmonic currents, load unbalances, or overcurrents. In recent years, there has
been a significant amount of research conducted on power quality and harmonic currents,
focusing on the utilization of artificial intelligence and machine learning techniques [22-30].
Our research also focuses on utilizing deep learning and recurrent neural networks (RNN)
for predicting the power factor in hot rolling mils factories. We developed an algorithm
employing deep learning methods to forecast the power factor in a hot rolling mill’s power
supply system. The method used is a hybrid RNN model that includes LSTM and GRU
layers. The forecasts’ effectiveness was evaluated using qualitative indicators such as
sMAPE and regression coefficients, highlighting the accuracy of the models in predicting
both short-term and long-term results.

We developed an algorithm using deep learning techniques to predict the power factor
in the power supply system of a hot rolling machine. The approach involves a hybrid RNN
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model of LSTM and GRU layers. The effectiveness of the forecasts has been evaluated
by qualitative measures including SMAPE and regression coefficients, demonstrating the
accuracy of the models in forecasting short-term and long-term predictions.

The paper’s contributions are summarized as follows:

e  Measurements were conducted in the electrical equipment powering a hot rolling mill.
Measurements provided datasets for voltages, currents, active and reactive powers, as
well as active and reactive energy;

e  Deep machine learning algorithms were developed to train a hybrid recurrent neural
network for forecasting power factor in a hot rolling mill’s power supply system.

e The datasets from the measurements were utilized to train the hybrid RNN with
various parameter values;

e  The power factor forecasting results were analyzed using quantitative metrics such as
RMSE, MAEMAE, and R-squared.

The paper is organized as follows: The first section provides an overview of the
challenges associated with power quality in hot rolling mill power supplies. Section 2: The
literature review summarizes some studies, primarily from the metallurgical industry,
which address power quality issues; additionally, this section presents related works that
investigate and address energy quality improvements using artificial intelligence-based
solutions. Section 3: Materials and Methods describes the authors’ proposed method for
power factor forecasting. Section 4: Results describes the power factor forecasting results.
Section 5: Discussions presents the obtained results with various prediction parameter
configurations, while Section 6: Conclusions provides research conclusions.

2. Literature Review

In this section, some research that aims to study the impact of industrial power plants,
such as those used in rolling mills, on power quality are briefly presented.

The design and analysis of an expanding steel plant’s power supply system are
presented in paper [13]. The plant has, in addition to the EAF, a hot strip rolling mill
system. It has been noticed that many large loadings in the steel plant, such as the hot
strip rolling mill and induction motor starting, may cause serious voltage fluctuation
problems. The conclusion is that if proper capacitor banks and SVC are installed, the
voltage fluctuation caused by hot strip rolling operation can be kept within 5% and the
power factor above 0.95 [13].

Paper [6] focuses on harmonic and electromagnetic interference and power factor at
a rolling mill factory and concludes that the 5th, 7th, 11th, and 13th harmonics are the
primary sources of power pollution.

The articles [8,31] consider the use of a static synchronous compensator (STATCOM)
for dynamic reactive power management of a hot rolling mill plant, as well as active
harmonic mitigation. Paper [8] proposes a strategy for managing reactive power flow,
reducing active power loss, and controlling the voltage at the coupling point, as well as
reducing harmonics and reducing unscheduled shutdowns in the event of a trip in the
passive filtering system.

The focus of paper [32] is on high-power frequency converters with active rectifiers
from steel plants. Voltage dips of 15-30% lasting 150-300 ms cause rolling mill main electric
drives to shut down. It was demonstrated that the frequency converter with active rectifiers
could operate during voltage surges caused by switching high harmonic filters and voltage
dips caused by switching the furnace transformer.

The study in [33] centers on power factor improvement, particularly in rolling mills
with variable loads, using thyristor switch modules combined with a series-connected
detuned reactor and capacitor. It details the design and implementation of a thyristor-
based automatic power factor correction unit for three-phase industrial circuits designed to
achieve near-unity power factor.

In [30], the focus is on applying intelligent techniques to optimize metal rolling control,
highlighting the process’s complexity due to its multi-scale, multi-variable, nonlinear
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nature and the challenges posed by high-speed operations. The study concludes with an
emphasis on the increasing trend toward more sustainable, intelligent, and efficient control
systems in metal rolling.

Research in [34] introduces an advanced simulation model for analyzing voltage quality
in an industrial power supply system and rolling mill electric drives equipped with active
rectifiers. This model, developed in Matlab-Simulink, accounts for complex resonances in the
network’s frequency response. Its accuracy is validated by comparing simulation outcomes
with operational data from a metallurgical plant. The model serves as a tool for designing
and enhancing power systems and electric drives’ electromagnetic compatibility.

Hot strip mills” abnormal operation during filtering system switching is simulated
in [20]. Various steel milling parameters predict the key electrical variables’ evolution.
Voltage stability and distortion at the point of common coupling (PCC), reactive power
flows upstream, harmonic current prediction, and new filter and rolling stand operating
conditions under contingencies are examined. The methodology provides the operator
with expected electrical variables to help determine if the hot rolling mill can handle
unexpected filter bank switching states. This forecast may prevent unscheduled stops,
reducing production and costs.

In paper [16], a typical industrial load represented by an electric arc furnace and a
rolling mill is investigated for load model construction and mechanism analysis using actual
measured voltage and current waveforms. The simulation model results are compared to
the measured waveforms, and the harmonic content of the model current is investigated in
order to demonstrate the model’s dependability and accuracy.

Recent grid connection circuit advancements for rolling mills’ main AC REDs (AC
regenerative electric drives) are investigated in [16]. Matlab/Simulink simulations calcu-
lated THD factors up to the 60th harmonic. Researchers and engineers may develop and
ensure the electromagnetic compatibility of nonlinear consumers in similar circuits using
the results. Comparisons of powerful AC RED 6-, 12-, and 18-pulse connection circuits with
three-level AFE’s PPWM and SHE algorithms are shown. The results assist in selecting the
optimal connection circuit and algorithm.

The preceding articles in this section illustrate the various issues that can occur in the
power supply to hot rolling mills. The following are several research studies that employ
intelligent solutions to investigate and address enhancements in energy quality.

In paper [23], the deep learning method LSTM predicts future harmonics in a power
grid. Voltage harmonics were predicted using LSTM, a deep learning method. The deep
learning algorithm effectively identified harmonic features, resulting in accurate forecasting
and classification.

Total harmonic distortion (THD) is an important measure for evaluating power quality;
however, predicting THD is difficult. This issue is addressed in the work [24] by developing
a harmonic characteristics detection experiment and employing an artificial intelligence
algorithm. The simulation results reveal that the suggested technique outperforms BP and
GRNN (generalized regression neural network) in prediction accuracy, reaching 95.48%.

The research [25] presents a fuzzy approach to estimating voltage and current total
harmonic distortions (THD) and assessing their power quality effects.

The fuzzy approach uses average THD indices to diagnose power quality using well-
known standards. The proposed system was tested in a lab for power quality disturbances
caused by nonlinear loads.

In research [26], an artificial neural network (ANN) system using location-specific
data is used to estimate solar PV inverter harmonic distortions. A simple power system
is modelled and simulated for various scenarios to train the ANN system and enhance
prediction. The approach computed harmonic components with a maximum inaccuracy of
10% and a median of 5.4%.

The research [27] presents a thorough assessment of the progress developed in using
DL for forecasting PQ indices time series, revealing that this field is still developing. For this
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scenario, an LSTM network is proposed to predict the steady state of PQ indices time series,
which assesses the current distortion at the point of common coupling (PCC) of a residence.

Deep machine learning-based algorithms and novel data augmentation are used to
forecast flicker, voltage dip, harmonics, and interharmonics from highly time-varying
electric arc furnace (EAF) currents and voltage in [28]. The prediction aims to reduce
response and reaction time delays in electric arc furnaces (EAF)-specific active power filters
(APFs). Three strategies existed. A low-pass Butterworth filter and linear finite impulse
response (FIR) or long short-term memory network (LSTM) are utilized in two of them. In
the third method, a deep CNN and LSTM network filter and predict simultaneously. The
Butterworth and linear prediction, Butterworth and LSTM, and CNN and LSTM approaches
yield 2.06%, 0.31%, and 0.99% dqo (direct-quadrature-zero) component prediction errors
for a 40 ms prediction horizon.

Machine learning approaches were also employed for predicting THD in the re-
search [29]. The model was developed with the ANN GMDH (group method of data
handling) technique.

In [35], four forecasting models were investigated with 3x3 SOM maps to predict
power quality parameters.

A method for predicting power factor variations in three-phase electrical power
networks is presented in study [36], which makes use of machine learning techniques.
Three main linear regression algorithms were used: ordinary least square (OLS), polynomial
(Poly) and random forest (RF). Evaluation metrics such as mean absolute error (MAE),
mean standard error (MSE), root mean square error (RMSE), and R squared were calculated.

The forecast of energy efficiency (EE), power factor (PF), and carbon emission was the
main focus of the paper described in the reference [37]. Multi-gene genetic programming
(MGGP), least square—-support vector machine (LS-SVM), and fuzzy logic are the three
soft computing approaches that are utilized in this study to model the energy efficiency
(EE), power factor (PF), and carbon emission for a machine tool. Other techniques include
fuzzy logic. The performance of the models was evaluated based on a number of statistical
measures, including the coefficient of determination (R?), the mean absolute error, the
root mean square error, the mean square error, the sum of squared error, and the relative
percentage error. The comparative performance evaluation of the models showed that the
LS-SVM consistently outperforms the MGGP and fuzzy logic.

3. Materials and Methods

In a metallurgical factory, measurements were performed in the power supply instal-
lation of a hot rolling mill. Europrofiles’ laminator has a designed capacity of 400,000 tons
per year. It was equipped with continuous lamination equipment consisting of 12 stands
organized in tandem. These measurements were important for determining the quality of
the power. There are several power substations located in the station where the measure-
ments were taken, and each one of them is connected to the national power grid by means
of a transformer rated at 110 kV and 6 kV. The measurements were taken in a substation
that supplies a hot rolling line with electricity.

Figure 1 depicts an electrical power supply system. The measurements were taken
at Lines 1 and 2 of ST1, the power supply station that supplies the rolling mill. The
experimental measurements were performed using a three-phase power analyzer C.A. 8334.
The power analyzer was used to record the RMS and THD values of electric currents
and voltages, as well as the phase, total active and reactive power, and power factor.
The parameter values are recorded at the rate of one complete set of parameters per
second, with a one-hour recording period. The power analyzer’s sampling frequency is
12.8 KHz/channel, allowing for an analysis of 50 orders of current and voltage harmonics.

The RMS values of the phase and line voltages, as well as the voltage’s THD, were
also recorded. These recordings were made both with and without the SVC compensator
turned on.
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Figure 2 displays the active and reactive power values measured throughout the
specified time period. The presence of high reactive power values, as anticipated due to
the absence of SVC, is evident. This is also represented in the power factor values depicted
in Figure 3. The low power factor is a drawback due to the diminished energy efficiency it
entails. Figure 4 displays an overall active energy consumption and reactive energy use.
It is seen that the reactive energy demonstrates significantly high values, which is also
evident in the correspondingly low values of the power factor.

National
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Figure 1. The power-supplying system of the hot rolling mill.
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Figure 2. The variation in the active (a) and reactive power (b) in the substation of the hot rolling mill
for one hour.

Power factor

0.8

Power factor

03

0.2 | | | | | | |
0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500
Time [s]

Figure 3. The variation in the power factor in the substation of the hot rolling mill for one hour.
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Figure 4. The variation in the active and reactive energy in the substation of the hot rolling mill for
one hour.

4. Deep Learning Model for Power Factor Prediction

Time series prediction has important theoretical implications as well as various technical
applications. Forecasting is a procedure that determines future values of time series data
based on past data and can be utilized in applications where estimation is not feasible [36—47].

The research presented in our paper addresses the use of deep learning in the study of
energy efficiency in a metallurgical plant. The use of deep learning methods in the energy
efficiency analysis of hot rolling mills in metallurgical plants can bring numerous benefits
by providing detailed insights and process optimization. Using deep learning models can
allow for forecasting the energy consumption of hot rolling mills. By analyzing historical
data, these models can provide accurate energy demand forecasts based on different
variables, such as product type, rolling speed or temperature. The real-time prediction
of power factor dips allows the system to immediately activate power factor correction
devices like capacitor banks to maintain an appropriate power factor. Factories can use
power factor forecasts to adjust equipment and operations in real time by integrating
the deep learning model with automated control systems. This could include adjusting
motor speeds, aligning production schedules with optimal power factors, or dynamically
managing HVAC systems to preserve energy. Real-time operational modifications can
reduce energy costs.

By analyzing data in real time, models can recommend adjustments of rolling speed
according to production requirements and operating conditions. This can help reduce
energy consumption and improve process efficiency. Implementing advanced control
systems based on deep learning technologies can help optimize operating parameters,
ensuring efficient energy consumption during the lamination process. Using deep learning
algorithms can help optimize the use of electricity, thereby reducing network losses and
ensuring efficient energy distribution within the metallurgical plant.

The implementation of these technologies requires efficient data collection and process-
ing, access to sensors and appropriate monitoring systems, as well as the ability to integrate
these technologies into the existing hot sheet control and operation system. However, the
benefits can include significant energy savings, reduced operating costs, and improved
process sustainability in metallurgical plants.

Various topologies of artificial neural networks that employ deep learning methods
can be utilized for time series forecasting. Traditional neural networks are unsuitable for
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sequential or time series predictions. In time series data, current observations depend on
past observations, making them not independent. Since they cannot store historical data,
traditional neural networks treat each observation as independent. Basically, they do not
remember the past.

This study employed hybrid artificial neural network (ANN) models that incorporate
deep learning methods to carry out a forecasting analysis. The prediction models utilized
in this study incorporated RNN hybrid architectures, which also included LTSM and
GRU layers.

Although both convolutional neural networks (CNNs) and recurrent neural networks
(RNNSs) are applicable to time series data, they possess distinct advantages and are better
adapted for distinct problem domains. When it comes to analyzing spatial relationships in
data, such as video or image data, CNNs are ideally suited. Conversely, RNNs exhibit ex-
ceptional suitability when it comes to the examination of temporal associations within data,
including time series data [38]. They can be employed to discern recurring patterns and
characteristics in the data, such as seasonality or shifts in trends, which can subsequently
be utilized for the purpose of data classification or prediction. In brief, RNNs are utilized
to analyze temporal relationships in data, whereas CNNs are employed to analyze spatial
relationships. In the context of time series data analysis, the suitability of a CNN or an
RNN for the given problem may vary.

4.1. Recurrent Neural Networks

Cell feedback loops give RNNs memory. This is the main difference between RNNs
and conventional neural networks. Feed-forward neural networks only carry information
between layers, but the feedback loop passes data within a layer [38,39].

Time series forecasting is frequently performed with recurrent neural networks (RNNs),
although they have limitations beyond the training horizon. The main issues are as
follows [39-41]:

e  Vanishing and exploding gradients: RNNs cannot capture long-term dependencies in
time series data due to vanishing or exploding gradients during training. RNNs may
struggle to forecast long-term occurrences due to this restriction.

e  Short-term memory: Standard RNN architectures forget prior time steps, especially
for extended sequences. Short-term memory can generate inadequate predictions for
time points beyond the training horizon.

Figure 5 shows a typical RNN.

w i W i w i W i i
Unfold
===

Figure 5. The typical structure of an RNN.

In step t, the network calculates /; using input x; and the hidden internal state of the
previous step, ht_1. The RNN’s hidden memory is now linked to the output layer PF;.
As seen in Figure 5, this is like having numerous input-output architecture copies with
connected hidden layers. The RNN cell can be basic with one activation function. Each step
of a basic RNN updates the hidden state.

hy = tanh(Wyphy—q + Wypxe—1 + by), @
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Additionally, if input data x; have dimension n, and hidden state #; has dimension m,
weight matrices Wy, and Wy, have dimensions m x m and m x n, respectively. The hidden
state /i; can be utilized to calculate the output, specifically the PF at step .

PF; = Wiohs, ()
Figure 5 depicts a schematic of this approach.

4.2. Long Short-Term Memory

The LSTM adds a cell state to the RNN, similar to the hidden state, which is transferred
from cell to cell. Unlike the hidden state, no matrix multiplication occurs; gates add or
remove cell state information. LSTMs typically have four gates covering three steps: forget,
input/update, and output [38,39].

4.2.1. Forget Step

The initial step in an LSTM neural network cell is to select whether to maintain or
forget the previous time step’s information. Equation for the forget gate is as follows
(Equation (3)):

fr= U(thht—l + foxt)/ ©)
The symbol ¢ represents the sigmoid function, which is applied element-wise.

The x; represents the input given at the current step.
The W, s represents the weight that is linked to the input.

The term h;_; represents the hiding state from the preceding step.
The weight matrix associated with the hidden state is denoted as Wj,.

Based on the previous Equation (3), if f; equals 0, it leads to the outcome of forgetting
everything, whereas if f; equals 1, it results in not forgetting anything.

4.2.2. Input Step

The significance of the newly transmitted information is quantified by the input gate.
The equation for the input gate is as follows (Equation (4)):

it = c(Wyixt + Wyily—1), (4)

As a result of the sigmoid function being applied, the input value at step ¢ will fall
within the range of 0 to 1.

4.2.3. Update Step

The new information that has to be transmitted to the cell state at step ¢ is determined
by the hidden state at step t — 1 and the input x at step . Consequently, the value given by
Equation (5) will be integrated into the cell state.

ng = tanh(Whnht,l + Wxnxt), (5)

As a result of the tanh function, new information will have a value between —1 and 1.
Nevertheless, the n; will not be instantly incorporated into the cell state. The updated
equation is displayed in (6).

ct = fr-cp—1 +ipny, (6)

In this context, ¢;_1 represents the cell state at the current step, whereas the remaining

values correspond to the previously determined values.

4.2.4. Output Step
The output is determined by Equation (7). In our paper, we labeled the output as o.

0y = U(onxt + Whoht—l)/ (7)
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To determine the current hidden state, we will use the PF; and tanh of the updated
cell state, as illustrated in (8).
hy = PF;-tanhcy, (8)

The hidden state is determined by the combination of the long-term memory (c;) and
current output.
Figure 6 displays a basic illustration of an LSTM network.

Cont
Next cell state

— LN

&,

cell state

+ =¥~

’

T Forget

Next
hidden state
ht+l

Hidden state
hey

LSTM Cell

Figure 6. LSTM network.

4.3. Gated Recurrent Unit (GRU)

A GRU cell demonstrates similarities to both LSTM and RNN cells [39,40].

GRUs have similarities to long short-term memory (LSTM) in many different respects.
GRU, like LSTM, controls the movement of information via gates. GRU layers have a more
straightforward architecture and provide some enhancement over LSTM. GRU, in contrast
to LSTM, lacks a distinct cell state (c;). It contains only a hidden state. Due to their more
straightforward architecture, GRUs require less time to train.

GRU receives an input x; and the hidden state #;_; from the previous step t — 1 at each
step t. It afterward returns a new hidden state, Ht, which is transmitted to the subsequent
step t + 1.

4.3.1. Reset Gate (Short-Term Memory)

How much of the hidden state to forget is determined by the reset gate. It accepts the
previous hidden state and the current input and outputs a vector of values between 0 and 1
that controls how much the previous hidden state is “reset” at the current time step. The
reset gate stores the network’s hidden state—short-term memory. The reset gate Equation
is shown in (9) with values between 0 and 1.

re = o(Wyrxt + Wy by 1), )

4.3.2. Update Gate (Long Term Memory)

The update gate selects the extent of the candidate activation vector to add to the
hidden state. It uses the earlier hidden state and present input and outputs a vector of
integers between 0 and 1 that sets the candidate activation vector’s inclusion into the new
hidden state. Equation (10) presents the updated value.

Ur = U'(quxt + Whuht—l)/ (10)

To determine the GRU’s hidden state Hy, it requires the candidate activation vector.
Using the current input and the reset gate, the candidate activation vector is a modified
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version of the previous hidden state. Using a tanh activation function, it outputs —1 to 1.
Equation (11) shows the candidate activation vector.

ﬁt = tanh(Wxgxt + (rt~ht,1)Whg), (11)

The input and hidden state from step t — 1 multiplied by the reset gate output r;
provided Equation (10). This information is given to tanh to calculate the candidate
activation vector. All information from the previous hidden state /;_; is taken into account
if  is 1. Similarly, if 7; is 0, the previous hidden state is ignored.

4.3.3. Hidden State

Instead of employing a separate gate like LSTM, GRU uses a single update gate to
handle both ;1 and candidate state information to calculate %;. Relation (12) illustrates
this, with the two components displayed in green and blue.

b = up-hy_q 4 (1 — uy)-hy, (12)

Figure 7 shows the structure of a GRU cell.
he1 he

andidate!
for a

. hidden
state

Xz GRU Cell

Figure 7. The structure of a GRU cell.

Deep neural networks that combine LSTM or GRU architectures have been proposed
for multiple applications. A hybrid model uses different statistical or machine learning
methods to improve predicting accuracy and robustness. Various deep neural architec-
tures for time series forecasting aim to achieve the same goal [40]. For the purpose of
achieving a more accurate long-term prediction beyond the horizon, in this article, a ver-
sion of a recurrent artificial neural network that incorporates both LSTM and GRU layers
was developed.

5. Results

The power factor is one of the characteristics that has a considerable impact on energy
efficiency. Its values should be very close to one. The power factor in hot rolling mill
power supplies is the ratio of real power (active power) to apparent power in the electrical
system. It is a critical parameter for determining power efficiency and how effectively
the hot rolling process converts electrical energy into productive activity. As a result,
we considered that this important parameter of power quality could benefit from being
studied using intelligent deep learning approaches. As a result, the data collected from
the measurements described in Section 3 were utilized to train different kinds of artificial
neural networks, yielding valuable and relevant information on the variation in the power
factor during the rolling mill process.
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To generate a useful prediction that extends beyond the horizon, we built hybrid RNN
models using deep learning. Prediction beyond the horizon in time series forecasting is
the process of predicting future time points that are beyond the most recent observed data
point. In other words, it entails forecasting values in time series that exceed the existing
historical data. When working with time series data, forecasting models are frequently used
to predict future values based on historical patterns and trends. In this context, the term
“horizon” refers to the time period in the future for which predictions are intended [41,42].

Short-term forecasting predicts values for the next few points, while long-term fore-
casting covers a longer period. Forecasting beyond the horizon involves predicting a time
beyond the last observed data point [41,42]. Predicting further into the future is difficult
due to uncertainty. Longer-term forecasts are susceptible to more unknown factors, and
small starting errors can accumulate.

Time series forecasting approaches like statistical models and machine learning algo-
rithms can predict beyond the observed horizon. Long-term forecasting requires adequate
models and consideration of accuracy-computational complexity compromises. Addition-
ally, characteristics, model assumptions, and historical data quality are critical to making
accurate long-term predictions.

The research employed Matlab and Deep Learning Toolbox to train a neural network.
Thus, various power factor models were obtained by training a hybrid RNN with the
measured power factor values. On the basis of these models, power factor forecasting
was performed.

To obtain the most accurate information on the variation in the power factor, data
recorded over a half an hour period were used. This data collection was important in order
to obtain as much information about the variance of the power factor as feasible.

We used the train function to train the model, and the parameters used for training
were as follows:

e  Model parameters defined included the following;:

— Training and testing data ratio: 0.5 to 0.9;
— Lag (number of prior samples): 2 to 350;
— Forecasting horizon duration beyond the current time frame: 2 to 400.

e  Parameters utilized by the training function, train the following:

— Adjust MiniBatchSize from 16 to 128;
— MaxEpochs from 300 to 1000;

— Learningrate from 0.0001 to 0.1;

— Solver “adam”;

—  Trainfcn “trainbr”.

The method used for predicting the power factor comprises the subsequent stages, as
illustrated in the flowchart depicted in Figure 8. The steps are detailed below:

Step 1: the first step involves the establishment of an architecture for artificial neural
networks (ANN).

Step 2: The data were processed and made ready. In order to achieve better results,
the signal followed a process of filtration. The filtered signal is depicted in Figure 9.
Subsequently, data standardization was employed. By employing this data standardization
technique, a more effective process convergence may be guaranteed.

Step 3 involves determining the training parameters, such as the learning rate, maxi-
mum number of epochs, and training function.

Step 4: Divide the data into training and testing subsequences. Partitioning the
dataset into separate training and testing sets facilitates the assessment of the forecasting
model’s performance.

Step 5: Preparing the deferred sequence. The time series can be delayed based on
the desired extent of historical observation, as in Figure 10. For the purpose of forecasting
using lagged time series data, it is necessary to generate features from past observations in
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order to predict future values. In order to produce lagged features, the time series values
are shifted by a specified quantity of time steps.

~ Start ‘;‘
Create the network

!

Loading the data represented by
the power factor variation

|

Standardize data

1
Split the time series into the training

sequence and testing sequence

l
Create the hybrid network
architecture

l
Train the hybrid network
l

Evaluate the performances of the
model

g
Stop

Figure 8. The flowchart of modelling and prediction for the power factor (PF).
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Figure 9. The filtered signal for power factor.
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Figure 10. The method of prediction for the power factor (PF).

In our paper, we performed a multistep prediction beyond the horizon. When making
a forecast, it is rare to predict merely the next element in the series (t + 1). Instead, the most
typical goal is to predict the entire future interval (t + 1, ..., t + n) or a distant point in time
t + n. Several ways exist for making this type of prediction. Because the value PF(n — 1) is
necessary to predict PF(n), yet PF(n — 1) is unknown, a recursive approach is used, with
each subsequent prediction relying on the preceding one. This approach is called recursive
forecasting or recursive multi-step forecasting. Figure 11 illustrates that.

PR || i P | PR HM P | LHI:'
____________ |
N e s e e el [
N )
PF-n ‘ ‘ ‘ PFa ‘ PFs EM PR ‘ PF H || m |

Figure 11. Multi-step prediction of the PF tests.

In the paper, multiple employing diverse models of artificial neural networks. The
results of the prediction are presented using a hybrid RNN model, the architecture of which
is depicted in Figure 10. The main parameters utilized in the training process are as follows:
The term “Lag” refers to the number of prior samples taken into consideration. The term
“ratio” denotes the percentage of data used for training. The term “horizon” refers to the
forecasting period beyond the current time frame. The variable MaxEpoch defines the
upper limit for the number of training epochs, whereas the variable learningrate denotes
the rate at which the model learns.

The parameters utilized in training for the model depicted in Figure 12 are as follows:

Lag = 200;
Ratio =0.8;
Horizon = 350;
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Figure 12. The prediction of the PF based on 1800 samples, lag = 200, horizon = 350. (a) The predicted
values and the measured values for PF; (b) correlation between test data and predicted data.

The network expects a series of “Lag” values to forecast the cases for the subsequent
PF (power factor) value by utilizing a rollback window. The trained network preserves the
memory of the training time sequence and anticipates a new sequence in order to make
predictions one step ahead. Following the prediction, it is necessary to unstandardize the
data in order to scale them to generic values for accurate interpretation. In order to assess
the quality of the fitting, a basic correlation analysis is performed between the actual and
predicted values.

The network anticipates a series of Lag values to forecast the power factor (PF) value
for the upcoming step using a rollback window. The trained network retains a “memory”
of the training time sequence and anticipates one step ahead of a new sequence in its
predictions. The trained neural network maintains its “memory” intact, which indicates
that it recalls the sequence of data from the time of training. The net specifically retains
the last Lag time step; consequently, it anticipates a new sequence in order to make a
prediction that is one step ahead. For the model presented previously, the predicted PF
values are illustrated in Figure 12a, and Figure 12b shows the correlation between the
forecasted values and the testing data. The regression coefficient and RMSE value are
shown in Figure 13.

: R=0.95119

Output ~= 0.9*Target + 0.064

0.5 0.55 0.6 0.65 0.7
Target

Figure 13. The correlation coefficient and the RMSE, for prediction based on 1800 samples, lag = 200,
horizon = 350.
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It is possible to use this hybrid RNN to generate a new network and transfer its
experience and memory to it. This neural network will retrieve the most recent sequence
provided in the training data. Nevertheless, in order to proceed with the prediction to the
subsequent stage, the network must first generate a new sequence in accordance with the
previous prediction. By employing this, one can generate a sequence prediction that is
proportional to the number of steps in the testing data (horizon). To maintain a constant
number of features, the preceding predicted value is placed at the top of the sequence while
the list moves downward. The predicted series obtained from the testing data (complete
testing series) and the new prediction created from a sequence generated with the previous
forecasted value are illustrated in Figure 14, while Figure 15 shows the predicted values
beyond the horizon.

Forecasting and Testing
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0.7H I 1 0.7
\f «
0.65 ‘ o
- ! 5 065
o
o
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g \ S 06
o \ I
o | !
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8 0.55
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Forecast Testing RNN N i
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Figure 14. The prediction results based on 1800 samples, lag = 200, horizon = 350. (a) The one-step
prediction and also multistep prediction of the PF; (b) correlation between test data and predicted
data for multi-step prediction.
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Figure 15. The results of the forecasting beyond the horizon based on 1800 samples, lag = 200,
horizon = 350.

5.1. Evaluation Metrics

The accuracy and performance of time series forecasting models can be assessed using
several indicators [43-46]. The type of time series data and forecasting goals influence the
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evaluation indicators. Below are several frequently employed evaluation measures for time
series prediction that we have utilized in our research.

5.1.1. Mean Absolute Error (MAE)

This computes the mean absolute deviation between the expected (PF) and actual
values PF and is presented in (13).

MAE(PF, PF; ) 2|PP PF,| (13)

5.1.2. Root Mean Square Error

This is generated from MSE, which calculates the average of the squared differences
between predicted and measured values. This emphasizes greater errors over MAE. RMSE
is the square root of MSE, which provides a more interpretable measure of error, being
displayed in Equation (14).

RMSE (PF;, PF; ) = %(Pl—} — PF)’ (14)

5.1.3. Mean Absolute Percentage Error

This determines the percentage difference between the predicted and measured values,
which is useful in quantifying errors as a percentage in relation to the measured values.
Equation (15) represents this indicator.

1 n

MAPE = =)

PE; — PF ’ (15)
i3

PF;

5.1.4. Symmetric Mean Absolute Percentage Error (SMAPE)

The calculation involves determining the symmetric absolute percentage difference
by taking into account the average of the absolute percentage error for each observation.
Equation (16) represents this indicator.

™, 2|PF; — PF;|

1
SMAPE = -}
n = |PF;]| + |PF|

(16)

5.1.5. R-Squared—The Coefficient of Determination

In time series forecasting, the R? coefficient, also known as the coefficient of deter-
mination, evaluates a forecasting model’s quality of fit. However, there are significant
complexities and considerations when using R? with time series data. The R? for time series
forecasting is derived as the squared correlation coefficient (r?) between the measured
values (PF;) and the forecasted values (PF)), as shown in Equation (17).

" (PF, — PF)

R*=1- —
", (PF,— PF)

(17)

These metrics are the ones that are utilized the most frequently in order to evaluate
various aspects of performance when time series forecasting models are being evaluated.
A full knowledge of the model’s accuracy, precision, and overall goodness of fit may be
obtained by taking into account the mean absolute error (MAE), root mean squared error
(RMSE), Symmetric Mean Absolute Percentage Error (SMAPE), and R-squared, respec-
tively, together. An assessment of a prediction model that considers only one indicator is
insufficient. It is essential to assess these indicators collectively. Analyzing these param-
eters collectively has several benefits. The MAE and SMAPE metrics offer insights into
the model’s accuracy, whilst RMSE provides information regarding precision. While it is
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important to have high precision, it is essential to maintain accuracy and not compromise it
in the pursuit of precision. MAE and SMAPE are more resistant to outliers than RMSE. If the
time series data contains outliers, MAE and SMAPE may offer a more balanced assessment.
MAE, RMSE, and SMAPE are easier to understand, but R-squared indicates how well the
model explains the variance. However, R-squared may be a less reliable indicator in time
series forecasting; consequently, it is best used in conjunction with other metrics. A full
evaluation of a time series forecasting model requires analyzing multiple indicators, each
of which provides a distinct view of different elements of model performance.

We forecast the power factor by employing several artificial neural network structures
for the models. We initially created a model using a traditional neural network, specifically
a Multilayer Perceptron (MLP) model. This artificial neural network includes multiple
hidden layers. After studying the results of a model with three layers, we reached the
following conclusions: the model has been very well trained, with a regression coefficient
close to one. The sMape parameter is around 4.4 x 10~>, with an RMSE of 1. 54 x 107,
suggesting a highly successful training phase. The prediction is inaccurate due to the
parameters having very low values, for example, R = 0.01, which suggests a low-quality
forecast. Various scenarios were examined with different numbers of layers. Nevertheless,
the anticipated accuracy consistently performed poorly.

We also investigated employing the ResNet50 network, a 50-layer deep convolutional
neural network, on the same dataset. This network comprises numerous layers and is
expected to generate accurate forecasts. Training has shown significant positive results with
an R-squared value of 0.992, sMape of 0.012, and RMSE of 0.035 during the training phase.
The forecasting results show good values with RMSE of 0.1122, MAE of 0.09, and R squared
of 0.36. However, the architecture of these networks results in inefficient performance due
to extremely expanded training times.

We consider that the hybrid structure of ANN-RNN used in our research provides
good results for both short-term and long-term prediction.

6. Discussion

A study was conducted to assess the performance of the developed models, focusing
on the primary parameters of the models and their predictive capabilities. As a result, LAG
values ranging from 100 to 320 and horizon parameter values between 100 and 400 were
implemented. Furthermore, we examined the impact of the ratio parameter, which was
employed to calculate the proportion of the dataset that was allocated for training and
testing purposes. The outcomes of some of the models’ predictions are displayed in Table 1.
The analyses are conducted using the aforementioned indicators to determine the one-step
advance prediction and beyond-horizon prediction, respectively.

Table 1. The prediction performances.

Model One Step Ahead Prediction Beyond Horizon
Parameters Horizon sMape RMSE MAE R RMSE MAE R
160 0.006489 0.019683 0.015457 0.963825 0.092392 0.075237 0.288532
200 0.006390 0.018737 0.015263 0.96760 0.090654 0.073941 0.324873
240 0.006673 0.019687 0.016026 0.964244 0.095409 0.077594 0.150331
Lag =160 280 0.007124 0.021192 0.017132 0.958140 0.091739 0.074751 0.026225
320 0.007168 0.020631 0.017140 0.961027 0.095048 0.077251 0.160760
360 0.006929 0.020721 0.016595 0.960881 0.092077 0.074983 0.145100
400 0.006608 0.019332 0.015952 0.96523 0.090610 0.073909 0.217332
160 0.008471 0.025325 0.020117 0.938433 0.092560 0.075202 0.020544
200 0.008661 0.025332 0.020491 0.937462 0.093857 0.076196 0.033937
240 0.008647 0.024865 0.020516 0.941373 0.091105 0.074174 0.125700
Lag =200 280 0.008842 0.025672 0.020965 0.936302 0.089814 0.073141 0.321996
320 0.009467 0.027266 0.022588 0.927733 0.091985 0.074688 0.038184
360 0.008297 0.025073 0.019685 0.939253 0.090619 0.073766 0.017390
400 0.008282 0.024109 0.019534 0.945042 0.090007 0.073272 0.279986
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Table 1. Cont.
Model One Step Ahead Prediction Beyond Horizon
Parameters Horizon sMape RMSE MAE R RMSE MAE R
160 0.009775 0.028738 0.022959 0.931563 0.099912 0.081576 0.294496
200 0.010913 0.032659 0.025910 0.913753 0.095454 0.078326 0.359388
240 0.009967 0.029112 0.023464 0.930081 0.095710 0.078482 0.392096
Lag =240 280 0.009816 0.028729 0.023296 0.931552 0.099546 0.081309 0.351608
320 0.010403 0.030344 0.024536 0.925773 0.099880 0.081498 0.354081
360 0.009641 0.029050 0.022620 0.930357 0.100956 0.082392 0.376369
400 0.010696 0.030860 0.025142 0.921431 0.101547 0.082809 0.363546
160 0.010918 0.032299 0.026064 0.895651 0.098910 0.080598 0.566225
200 0.011695 0.034596 0.028074 0.879655 0.100376 0.081652 0.570846
240 0.011535 0.033365 0.027670 0.886827 0.099517 0.081136 0.647117
Lag =280 280 0.011746 0.034617 0.028210 0.880539 0.102660 0.083644 0.620837
320 0.011261 0.033107 0.027099 0.889766 0.096725 0.078849 0.572887
360 0.011719 0.034218 0.028231 0.883458 0.099361 0.081198 0.522786
400 0.010868 0.032184 0.025959 0.895913 0.102770 0.083815 0.586158
160 0.013265 0.037889 0.031732 0.880825 0.101182 0.083082 0.109687
200 0.011788 0.038033 0.028702 0.876656 0.101793 0.083475 0.125691
240 0.010896 0.035366 0.026485 0.895311 0.098212 0.080433 0.080207
Lag =320 280 0.011746 0.034617 0.028210 0.880539 0.102660 0.083644 0.620837
320 0.011202 0.033706 0.027039 0.906087 0.095732 0.078700 0.185491
360 0.011950 0.036144 0.028806 0.889896 0.098534 0.081027 0.221544
400 0.012625 0.037413 0.030036 0.885345 0.103011 0.084218 0.282126

When analyzing the data presented in Table 1, it is obvious that the forecasting
indicators vary in accordance with the model’s parameters. Regarding one-step ahead
prediction, it was observed that all the parameters have outstanding values. The root
mean square error (RMSE) values are less than 0.034, and the mean absolute error (MAE)
values are less than 0.028. Furthermore, the root mean square error (RMSE) values exceed
the mean absolute error (MEA) values for all instances outlined in Table 1, as anticipated.
The R-squared value is near to 1, with a minimum of 0.87, indicating a strong correlation
between the measured data and the data utilized in the test. Therefore, we may conclude
that the one-step-ahead prediction is quite accurate.

Regarding to the prediction beyond the horizon, good results have been achieved
for some of the model parameters. The indicators MAE and RMSE typically have values
that are generally less than 0.1 (RMSE) and less than 0.08 (MAE), respectively. However,
the R-squared metric shows lower values in comparison to the one-step-ahead forecast.
R-squared, also known as the coefficient of determination, is a statistical metric that quan-
tifies the proportion of the variability in the dependent variable that can be explained
by the independent variables in a regression model. Although R-squared is frequently
employed as a statistic in regression analysis, its interpretation and application may vary
when applied to time series forecasting. A moderate R-squared does not necessarily in-
dicate an inadequate forecasting performance. Instead, it shows that the model is able to
explain a portion of the variability in the data, but there is still a significant amount of
unexplained variability remaining. While R-squared can provide insight into how well the
model explains data variability, it is important to take into account other measures (such as
MAE and RMSE) for a more thorough evaluation of predicting effectiveness. An average
root mean square error (RMSE) of 0.1 signifies a minimal divergence between the predicted
and observed power factor values. Considering the typical range of power factor values
(0.3 to 0.6), a root mean square error (RMSE) of 0.1 indicates that the model’s predictions
approximate the actual values to a good level.

In addition to what is shown in Table 1, we carried out more experiments to further
comprehend the efficiency of the one-step-ahead and beyond-the-horizon forecast. These
experiments are presented as variation graphs of SMAPE, RMSE, MAE, and R-square, as
shown in Figure 16a, b, ¢, and d, respectively, Figure 17a, b, and c.
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Figure 16. The metrics variation for one-step-ahead prediction. (a) The RMSE coefficient; (b) the
MAE coefficient; (c) the sMape coefficient; (d) the R-squared coefficient.

The graphs illustrate that the experiments were conducted by manipulating two pa-
rameters of the analyzed models: Lag and Horizon. The LAG value ranged from 100 to
320, whereas the Horizon parameter ranged from 100 to 400. The efficiency of the forecast
varies to some extent based on these two characteristics. Therefore, it is evident that the
one-step-ahead prediction yields the lowest MAE, RMSE, and sMAPE values when the LAG
parameter is set to lower values. Furthermore, the R-squared indicator shows the highest
values when the LAG parameter has been configured to lower values. Regarding the impact
of the horizon parameter, it has no effect on the efficiency of the one-step ahead forecast,
as anticipated. We evaluated performance using Lag and Horizon values ranging from
100 to 320 and 100 to 400, respectively. We included a summary in Table 1 to observe the
variation trend of parameters that determine the forecast performance. The graphs illustrate
the performance metrics for LAG and Horizon values ranging from 10 to 10, while the table
displays these values from 40 to 40. We studied the data from Figures 16 and 17 and found
that the best result is reached when Horizon = 240 and Lag = 180. We highlighted these in
Figure 17a,b.
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Figure 17. The metrics variation for prediction beyond the horizon. (a) The RMSE coefficient; (b) the
MAE coefficient; (c) the R-squared coefficient.

We compared our research with previous research that performed time series predic-
tion on different datasets found in the literature. Forecasting of power quality parameters
is performed in reference [35] utilizing SOM Maps with a KNN Algorithm. This study
analyzed and resulted in RMSE values for power factor ranging from 0.011 to 0.33, which
were comparable to our results. Article [45] presents the authors’ results on time series
forecasting using techniques like CNN ANN and RNN ANN on a variety of datasets from
various applications, similar to the methods we utilized. Datasets that are comparable to
ours are those related to electricity, showing mean squared error (MSE) values between
0.129 and 0.197 and mean absolute error (MAE) values between 0.222 and 0.290.

Reference [36] presents the research on forecasting power factors in electrical power
systems using machine learning methods, such as supervised, unsupervised, and reinforce-
ment algorithms. The MAE values varied between 0.099 and 0.135, whereas the RMSE
values ranged from 0.029 to 0.175.

On the other hand, when looking at the long-term forecast, which is the most signifi-
cant aspect, we notice that there are some differences. At low values of the LAG parameter,
the MAE and RMSE indicators have low values; we could say that they are very good;
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nevertheless, the R-squared parameter also has low values, and in fact, it has values that are
far too low. On the other hand, if we take into account these parameters in their whole, as is
required, we can see from the graphs and from Table 1 that the best results (in their entirety)
are obtained for values that fall between the range of 240 to 300. Regarding this particular
interval, the forecast can be considered as being accurate. Because of this, it is possible to
make an accurate prediction of the power factor values, even beyond the horizon, up to
400 samples in advance. We analyze the performance of the forecasting in relation to the
model parameters, and we came to the conclusion that the best prediction performance is
obtained for LAG in 170 to 210 and horizon 100 to 300. Considering training parameters,
we have observed that performance is significantly influenced by the proportion of data
utilized for training and testing. The accuracy of the prediction slightly decreases beyond
the horizon for values between 0.6 and 0.7, but the overall prediction quality remains high.
Values greater than 0.85 lead to a slight decrease in prediction accuracy while also increasing
the training time. The prediction quality significantly reduces beyond these intervals.

7. Conclusions

After evaluating a deep learning model for PF forecasting, we determined that its
accuracy is exceptionally high. Specifically, for long-term predictions beyond the horizon,
the model achieved outstanding results for the root mean square error (RMSE) ranging
from 0.088 to 0.105 and the mean absolute error (MAE) ranging from 0.071 to 0.086. When
considering one step ahead, the prediction is considerably enhanced, with RMSE values
ranging from 0.004 to 0.013 and MAE values ranging from 0.009 to 0.032. We have compared
our work with other similar research studies that have conducted time series prediction on
various datasets presented in the literature. Power quality parameters forecasting is con-
ducted in reference [35] using SOM Maps with a KNN Algorithm. This study analyzed and
obtained RMSE values for power factors ranging from 0.011 to 0.33, which were comparable
to those obtained by us. Article [45] discusses the authors’ results on time series forecasting
utilizing methods such as CNN ANN and RNN ANN on various datasets from diverse
applications, similar to the methods we implemented. The datasets most similar to ours are
likely those related to electricity, with reported mean squared error (MSE) values ranging
from 0.129 to 0.197 and mean absolute error (MAE) values ranging from 0.222 to 0.290. The
authors in reference [36] present an investigation on power factor prediction in electrical
power systems utilizing machine learning techniques, including supervised, unsupervised,
and reinforcement algorithms. They obtained MAE values ranging from 0.099 to 0.135 and
RMSE values ranging from 0.029 to 0.175. Predicting the power factor in metallurgical
factories, particularly where rolling mills and electric arc furnaces are present, can offer
several advantages. Accurate power factor forecasts can assist in optimizing energy usage.
Comprehending the power factor enables suppliers to effectively control their electrical
systems, resulting in lower energy costs and enhanced total energy efficiency. Via the
prediction of power factor values, companies may develop ways to enhance power factor
correction and prevent penalties linked to low power factor. A low power factor shows that
the factory is not utilizing electricity efficiently, resulting in increased demand charges from
utilities [36]. By forecasting these periods, measures can be taken to increase the power
factor, such as using power factor correction equipment, minimizing wasted energy and in-
creasing overall efficiency. This can result in cost savings by reducing consumption charges
and enhancing the utilization of electrical infrastructure. Power factor forecasts can assist in
capacity planning operations. Industries can proactively predict power factor fluctuations
to effectively strategize for future electrical capacity requirements, thus ensuring that the
existing infrastructure is capable of handling the expected demands. To implement a power
factor forecasting strategy, a factory may monitor and analyze electrical system data and
develop power factor correction installations. Being proactive in managing energy may
contribute to significant cost savings. Load management can be optimized by investigating
and forecasting power factor trends. This allows operators to properly schedule high
power factor loads during peak demand periods in order to maintain energy usage while
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maintaining a higher power factor level. Deep learning models have advantages over
traditional forecasting models like Multilayer Perceptrons (MLP), neuro-fuzzy systems,
and NARX models because they can effectively manage complex, high-dimensional data
and recognize complex patterns. Deep learning models are proficient at handling extensive
amounts of complex data and autonomously identifying relevant characteristics without
requiring manual selection of features. Due to RNNs and LSTM networks, they can identify
and learn from complex data patterns [42]. As the dataset expands, these models become
more accurate and flexible for different forecasting tasks [45]. Deep learning models can
generalize well to new, unknown data, making them robust for forecasting in dynamic
situations. We also investigated the power factor prediction using ANN MLP models,
although the accuracy was not as high as with deep learning models.

As a continuation of our research, we plan to extend the forecasting to include other
elements that can also have an effect on the power quality (PQ), such as total harmonic dis-
tortion (THD), reactive power, and so on. We will take into account all of these parameters
as a whole and use various hybrid deep learning models to forecast the PQ parameters.
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