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Abstract: This paper deals with the oscillatory behavior of solutions of a general class of
fourth-order non-linear delay differential equations. New oscillation criteria are established
using Riccati transformation and a Philos-type technique. The obtained results not only
improve and extend some published results in the literature, but also relax some tradi-
tional conditions on the function ¥(x(1)). Three examples are provided to illustrate the
main results.
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1. Introduction

In this work, we consider a fourth-order differential equation of the type

[FOpx)x" (O +R()x(3(1) =0, 1 =1, ©)

under the canonical and non-canonical cases

/00 11 ds = oo, )
o Fa(s)
and o 1
/ C s < oo, 3)
Jlp FE (S)

respectively. Moreover, we assume that

(A1) XN, 6 € C([1g,0),R) such that X(1) >0, (:) < rand llgrgloé(t) = oo;
(A2) F (1) € C([tg,00),R), F (1) > 0forall ¢ > 1g;

(A3) 0 <&1(1) < p(x(1)) < 82(t) < oo,

We say that a solution x(¢) of (1) is oscillatory if it has an infinite set of zeros, otherwise
it is called non-oscillatory. In the last few decades, there has been considerable interest in
studying delay differential equations, since they are critical in modeling systems where
the future state depends not only on the current state but also on past states. In fact, delay
differential equations play essential role in various fields such as biology, engineering, eco-
nomics and physics, where processes often involve time delays, like population dynamics
where the birth rate at any given time depends on the population size at a previous time,
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or in control systems where the response to an input is delayed due to processing time. In
fact, they provide a more accurate and realistic description of these systems than ordinary
differential equations, capturing the intrinsic time-lagged interactions within the system.
Therefore, understanding and solving delay differential equations is crucial for predicting
and controlling the behavior of such time-dependent processes. Recently, the study of the
oscillatory behavior of delayed differential equations has received great interest from many
authors (see [1-24] and the references therein). There has been considerable interest in the
existence and nonexistence of solutions of fourth-order differential equations; (see [25])
and for a fourth-order boundary value problem (see [26]). Moreover, for those who are
concerned with fractional calculus, see [27-30]. For instance, we mention here some of the
related works which motivated our results.

In [14], the authors investigated the oscillatory behavior of all solutions of the fourth-
order functional differential equations

(F X)) +R(M(x(8(1) =0,

and
(FOX' ()" =R()M(x(g(1)) + p()h(x(6(1))),

in the non-canonical case (3). Zhang et al. [24] discussed the oscillation of a certain class of
fourth-order delay differential equations of the type

(F(O" ()" +R()x"(6(1)) = 0.

They established some new oscillation criteria (including Hille- and Nehari-type
criteria). Although their results improve some of those given by Zhang et al. [23], if one is
concerned with the case # = 1, our results include their equation, since they considered
only the special case (x (1)) = 1. In [18], Moaaz et al. studied the oscillatory behavior of
solutions of the fourth-order non-linear differential equations

(FOX" ()% +R(1)x"(8()) = 0.

They obtained new oscillation criteria by employing a refinement of Riccati transforma-
tions to complement and improve some of the results reported in the literature. Comparing
with the work of [18], we note that although our results here are restricted to the case
a = v = 1, however their results are applicable only for the special case ¢(x(1)) = 1.
Moreover, we considered here both canonical and non-canonical cases, while the authors
there were concerned with canonical case only.

Hou and Cheng [15] discussed the asymptotic behavior of the fourth-order differential
equation

X0 +pOx () +ROM(x(3(1))) = 0.

They deduced that all solutions converged to zero or oscillated. They employed novel
Riccati-type techniques involving third-order linear differential equations. The importance
of their results appears in the particular case when one interprets the solution x(¢) as a
deflection from the equilibrium position of a horizontal beam at the spatial coordinate,
through which the middle term p(1)x'(¢) acts as a control of the slope of the beam under
consideration at the time coordinate .

Dzurina and Jadlovska [11] discussed the oscillation of a fourth-order linear delay
differential equation with a negative middle term in the form

X (@) = pOX (1) +R(Wx(6(1) =0,
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under the assumption that all solutions of an auxiliary third-order differential equation
are non-oscillatory. Their work can be considered as a continuation of the recent works
of [15], but in case where the middle term is negative, which from the point of view of [11]
there are no other results of this kind. Although there exists a very large body of literature
devoted to the corresponding two-term fourth-order equation of the type

X +ROx(G0) =0,

however, to the best of our knowledge, there do not appear to be any oscillation results
for equations of the type (1) through which the function 1(x(¢)) is bounded by functions
of time (1) and not necessary by constants. The main objective of this paper is to present
such oscillation criteria for (1) which relax this restriction. The effectiveness of the newly
obtained criteria is illustrated by several examples.

In [2], Agarwal et al. established the oscillation criteria for all bounded solutions of
the fourth-order differential equation of the form

1 1 1 ’ 0 N 22\ ! a3y l l B
(Fa(l)((Fz(t)((ﬂ(t)(xm) )) )) )+N()M(X(5()))—0-

Also, they gave some comparison results with first- and second-order equations.

In [23], Zhang et al. studied the oscillation of a higher-order half-linear differential equation
of the form

(FOG D) + RO (6()) = 0.

Although they gave new oscillation criteria, the obtained results cannot be applied
for (1) = 1. Our aim in the present article is to establish new oscillation criteria for the
fourth-order differential Equation (1), which to the best of our knowledge has not been
discussed before with our condition on the function ¢(x(¢)).

2. Preliminaries

Throughout this section, we outline some notations and results which are needed for
our main results. Below, we define the Philos-type integral conditions.

Let D = {(1,5) : —00 < s <1 < co}. We say that a function &(1, s) belongs to the class
W if
(i) e€C(D,[0,00));¢(s,s) >0 for —co < s <1< oo;and &(1,1) = 0;
(ii) & has continuous partial derivative % satisfying

oe
3% = —e(L,8)r/€e(4,8),
where € € Lj,(D,R)

. s .o ce(1,8)
(iii)) 0 < Slglg [h{r_l}gfs(uo)} < o0, see[31].

Lemma 1 (see [22]). Let « > 1 be a ratio of two odd positive integer numbers, where X and Y are
constants. Then

atl al XotJrl
Xv—Yv « va,Y>0
Lemma 2 (see [32]). If the function x satisfies x'/) > 0,j=0,1,...,m,and x"+1) <0, then

x(t) X (1)
M/ m! = m=1/(m—1)
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Lemma 3 (see [1]). Let x € C/([19, ), (0,00)). Suppose that xV) (1) has a fixed sign and on
[t0,00), XU (1) ) not identically zero, and that there exists a 11 > 1o such that xU=1 (1)x) (1) <0
forall t > 1. If lim, e0 x (1) # O, then for every B € (0,1) there exists 1g > 1y such that

x(1) > (],_lgl)!lfl‘x(jl)(z)

7

and

X(5) = g i)

Lemma 4. Let x(t) be an eventually positive solution of (1). Then, there exist two possible cases:
(C1) xD (1) > 0forj=0,1,2,3,

(C2) xW (1) > 0for j =0,1,3,and x" (1) < 0,

for all sufficiently large 1 > 11 > 1.

3. Main Results
Theorem 1. Assume that (Ay)—(As) hold. If there exist positive functions 01,02 € C!([ig, %0); R)

such that
(@OPFOEE]
2Bs201(s) ’

L

3 S
EVMPNEE

(4)

lim
11— 0 Iy

for some B € (0,1) and

lim [ [92(19) /l:o {1 /voo (S(SS)N(s)ds] dv — (Q/z(ﬂ))zl dg = oo, (5)

= Jig F(v)&2(v) 402(8)
then all solutions of (1) are oscillatory.

Proof. Suppose that there exists a non-oscillatory solution x(¢) of (1). For the sake of
contradiction, assume that there exists a (1 € [i9, o), such that x(¢) > 0, x(6(¢)) > 0 for all
1 > 17 > 1p. Using Lemma 4, we have one of the two cases (C1) and (Cp).

We first consider case (C;): Define the Riccati substitution by

FOp(x)x" (1)
x(1) '

wi (1) = e1(1)

Itis clear that w; > 0 and

F(t)lP(x(t))x”’(t)) o) (FOPQXx" () FOex)X" (O (1)

x() 240 X3 (1) ’
x(0(1)) X' (K" ()

1) —a(OROZ 7 —a@F Opa) = 30

Since for the case (C1), x/(¢) > 0, then clearly x'(¢) > x'(3). Using Lemma 3, we
obtain

X0 > By, )

Putting m = 3 in Lemma 2, we obtain

then



Mathematics 2025, 13, 494

50f12

So,

ie.,

o) < 9%

: : _ @y _ B2 1 _ :
Using Lemma 1 with X = ROL Y=15 OIEOLIC0) and v = wq, we obtain

wi (1) < —53;[)@1(1)?2(1) + (Qll(mz'r(‘)l/’(?((l)).

2Bi%01(1)

Therefore using (A3), we obtain

5°(1)

wi0) < - W gy + LU WE0

2B1%01(1)

This implies that

ds < wi(n),

T 8%s) (&4(5))2F (5)Ea(s)
/ [ (e - A

for any constant § € (0,1). This is a contradiction.
Consider the case (C;) and define

wy (1) = 02(1) , 1> 0. (10)

Then wy (1) > 0 for: > 15 and

w0 = GO 4 g (FLED QW) )
)

= (j) wy(1) + 02 (1) (1

By integrating (1) from : to u, we have

F)pe)x” () = F (p(x@)x" (1) + | R(s)x(5(s))ds = 0. (12)

From 2, we obtain

(13)
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Using (13) then (12) leads to
F e )~ a0+ [ 26 (2 )xwis <o
Since x'(1) > 0, then
F 00 Ol )~ FO9 K"+ x0) [ 2N (s)as <0
Letting u — oo, we obtain
PG 0) +x0) [P (s)as <0
Thus . 5(s)
7 oo < o(s)
X (t)+x(1)/l [F(v)lp(x(v))/v - N(s)ds}dv<0,
x'0) R BT O N
=~ [Fowmy | e
R )
< l { 05 (0) /U s N(s)ds} dv (14)
Hence, by substituting from (14) into (11), we obtain
/ © 1 < 4(s) 10, w3 (1)
wh() < —e2() | [F(U)@(v)/v SN(s)ds} dv+ 2 w) — 2
From Lemma 1, with X = Ségg, Y = ﬁ and v = wy, we have

/ o 1 ® §(s) (05(1))
wy(1) < —Qz(l)/l [F(U)gz(v)/v SN(S)ds}dU—i_ 42}2(1) '

Integrating from ¢; to ¢, we find

‘ ° 1 *4(s) (05(8))?
e o 25 o= o<t

which contradicts (5). The proof is complete. [J

Remark 1. Theorem 1 improves and extends Theorem 2.1 of [24].

Theorem 2. Let the assumptions (Aq)—(As) be satisfied. Moreover, suppose that there exist e € W
that satisfy the conditions (i)—(ii) and x € C([1p, 00); R) such that (iii) is satisfied. Furthermore,
assume that )((f) (1) > 0for j=0,1,2,3 and for some y > 1, all 1 > 1y and L > 1. If

lim sup e(jL) /L[ {e(t,s)cbl (s) — Mez(t,s) ds > x(L), (15)

1—»00 [352

and

limsup [ ————=%—= =0, (16)

where
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3[ 12 2 /l L ! 2
@10 = SPgstome) + B EUEL gy - LGS0+ P51, a7)

for a continuously differentiable function ¢ € C'([1,00); R). Then, Equation (1) is oscillatory.

Proof. Let x(1) be a non-oscillatory solution of (1) where x/)(:) > 0 for j = 0,1,2,3 for
1 > Ty > tg. Define the generalized Riccati transformation

et = o0 IR0 ] "
Then, w3(t) > 0 and
vy = o | EOR @)X (@) (FOpxX" @)
w) = galo)| HPUEICL) 4] 4 goty [T 4
F(l)w(x(l))x”’(l))x’(l)]
X2 (1) '
= B0 - w0 X 4 005 0 - e xS,
Thus, with (7), (8) and (18) for all : > Lj, we obtain
/ L 3 2 2
a4(0) < () - “gsr) + s (0 - 7Y ST g 19
That is
(B0 g 1 pe .
I O R Ot} e TR OO N
3 e
- S g - EBUEL gy
Using the following inequality, which is valid for alla > 0 and b,z € R,
bz —az? < ; — %ZZ, (21)
we deduce that
/ [5()F (Wp(x(1) + Brres(1)g ()] p 2
SO vy dsor oY
34 L 2t
- S0 g - EBUEL gy
In view of (A3), for all 1 > Ly, (22) gives
/ - - ABl 2

where @1 (1) is defined as in (17). Multiplying (23) by ¢(1, s), integrating from L to ¢, and
using (i) — (ii) forall t > L > Ly, we find
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/LLE(I,S)CI)l(S)dS

2
/Lls(t,s)cbl(s)ds <e(, L)ws(L) — /Ll <\/ pse(s,s) w3 (s) + \/M <1/5)> ds

IN

—/Lls(z,s)wg(s)ds—/els(t, )(),Bs()gz() w3 (s)ds,

—elusyua(s) [ |25 (o) + e, s>43<)‘“()¢2<) wk(s)| s

= &l w — IELS ElL,5)wz(s Slsﬁ;zs S
= el Lya(t) — [ (e5)/elo () + els) B uds) ) s

For any y > 1, we obtain

4pos(s)F (s)8a(s)

i @) (&) ¢ B — Vel 5)
+ﬁ/L< 2 >€2<"S)ds‘ TG GE e B

Then,

/Ll [e([,s)cpl (s) - W e, s)]ds < e(s, L)ws(L)

2
1 ,357-8([,5) Ho (S)F(S)g (S)
_/L <\/4V93(S)F(S>€z(5)m(s> i \/355226(1,5)> ds (25)

w2
ds.
/4P‘Q3 3(5) s

Thus, fort > L > Ly, we obtain

oy, [yt - B AG as < )
2

L ps’e(ys) 103 (s)F (5)Ea(s)
"Gl (\/4VQ3(S)F(S)62(S)W3(S> " \/3[322()> s

1 ! ,352(}1—1)8(1,5) ,
e(,L) JL 4#@3(S)F(s)§2(s)w3(s)d5’

and

lim sup

1o 13 (s)F (5)6a(s)
mst m/L [S(L,S)Cbl(s) —HEZ(L,S)}dS

ps*

AR De(s)
S (L)~ )L eI )6 (s) 24

(26)

This, with (16), leads to

1 tBs?(u—1)e(s,s)
25D o dpe e 6E O

The proof can now be completed as in Theorem 3 in [33]. O

Remark 2.

(1)  Although our technique in Theorem 2 depends on the work of Rogovchenko et al. [33], the
authors there were only concerned with the case of a second-order differential equation.

(2)  When choosing €(1,s) = (1t —s)",n > 1ore(y,s) = (Int)" for a positive integer n > 2,
then one can obtain two other oscillation criteria for Equation (1).
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Theorem 3. Let the assumptions (A1)—(Asz) be satisfied. Assume that there exist functions e € W,
1 € CY([tg,00); R), for all t > 19 and L > 1o. Furthermore, assume that x\/) (1) > 0 for j = 0,1,3,
and x" (1) < 0.If

. 1 04(s) _
lim sup =) /L [Cbz(s)s(t,s) - 462(1,5):| ds = oo, (27)

J 4

then (1) is oscillatory. Where

04(t) = exp(z /[ ’7(15)ds>, (28)
@) = s [T+ Ligt ], 29)

and
T0) :/t {F(v)léz(v)/u N(s)((s(:)>ds} dv. (30)

Proof. For the sake of contradiction, suppose that x(t) be a non-zero solution of (1) where
xW (1) > 0forj=0,1,3,and x”(:) < 0. Define

sl = aulo)| 10 4 ). &)
Then, wy () > 0 and
PN P O N S BN P {0 B SON S U0
o0 =035+ 55 “4“[;(([) (%) 172(1)]' 2
From (14), we obtain "o
X U
0) < —="(1), (33)

where 71(¢) is defined by (30).
Now, substituting from (33) into (32) and using (31), we obtain

(34)

where ®,(1) is given by (29). Multiplying (34) by ¢(;,s) and integrating from L to ¢, we
obtain

/Ll D, (s)e(y,5)ds < — /Ll w)(s)e(t,s)ds — /Lt 2(41&55)) w3 (s)ds

= —wy(s)e(ys)|] — /Ll [— as(als's)w4(s) + ZS&SS; wﬁ(s)} ds
= wy(T)e(,s) — /Ll |:€([,s) e(,s)wa(s) + 2(4!&55)) wﬁ(s)} ds.

Thus,

2
/L‘ {qh(s)e(l,s)—gz(s)g([,s) ds < m(L)e(L,s)—/Ll<,/z(4‘g))w4(s)+,/Q4i5)e(l,s)> ds
)

IN

wy(L)e(L,s).
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and so

e<L1,s> /. [cbxs)e([,s) — ) 20,9)|as < w0y (1) < o,

which contradicts (27). This completes the proof. O

Remark 3. The criterion of Theorem 3 is more general than that was established in Theorem 1 of [7].

4. Examples

Example 1. Consider the differential equation

.2 /
L 2+ = EQC([)) " L L
2741 (1+Sin2<x<t>> K0 +ex(z) =o %)
2
2
5.4 S2(c(0) ‘
Here, (x(1)) = (). Taking (1) = 25 and &a(0) = 2+ b fweset 01(1) = ea(0) =1,
then L
) GEPFOERE], N
llgglo l [ 3 01(s)X(s) — 2620,(5) ds = llgglo i <8€ >ds = o0,
and

o o0 1 = §(s) (02(9)” | 15 _
i o) [ [y 725 a0 G o

Thus, from Theorem, 1 Equation (35) oscillates.

Example 2. For: > 1, consider the differential equation

o 15 (e() \ ||
[‘ <12+Sin2()((t))>)x 0

+N(z)x<\%> =0 (36)

]-n2
Here, 1(1) = 745 < p(x(1) = Froam < 3 = &(), 8() = 2, 03() = Land f = }. Then
®1(1) = e + 5 + 16, where R(1) = [312 TIPTREC SN 26*‘}.

Taking €(1,8) = (1 — s)? and letting yu = 1, we get

lim sup s(jL) /Ll [S(l,S)CI)l(S) - ygg’(s)gs(zs)gz(s)ez(t,s)}ds

11— 00

= limsup: 2 /Ll {([ —5)2®Dq(s) — MQ3(S)F(S)'§2(S)] ds

1—00 ﬁ 52
= limsu 1 /L e’ + 2 +16 ) (1 —5)* — 165* | ds
B t%oop 2L 52

2
= 7 +e b —16L = «(L).

Then, )
L K+(l) — O([Z)

03(1)F (1)52(1)

Consequently, using Theorem 2, Equation (36) oscillates.

as L — oo.
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Example 3. Consider the differential equation

[l <ln(2+ (COS( (l)))2> (X///(l))a

1+ (COS( (t)))z

/

1

2
Using the inequality 5= < (i) < 240 yherey =1+ 52, Then

u — 242u’
(=0 =\ "y () = o

So, )

2 3+ 3

<9P(x(1) < 15

3+% 440

ie.,

2.2 1

gi(t) =

Let o« = 2, then we have

For 04(1) =1, then

() = /100 {F(v)léz(v) /UOON(S)((S(SS))ds} dv = oo.

So, condition (27) holds. Therefore, by Theorem 3, Equation (37) oscillates.

5. Conclusions

+7X(i> =0,for1 > 1.

(37)
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