
Table S2. Search strategy 

Search time from inception to 4 June 2024 
PubMed (((((((stroke[Title/Abstract]) OR (cerebral infarction[Title/Abstract])) OR 

(cerebral hemorrhage[Title/Abstract])) OR (cerebrovascular 

disorder[Title/Abstract])) OR (cerebrovascular accident[Title/Abstract])) 

OR (apoplexy[Title/Abstract])) OR (brain ischemia[Title/Abstract])) AND 

((((bloodletting[Title/Abstract]) OR (blood pricking[Title/Abstract])) OR 

(collateral pricking[Title/Abstract])) OR (fang xue[Title/Abstract]))  

Embase (ʹstrokeʹ/exp OR stroke OR ʹcerebral infarctionʹ/exp OR ʹcerebral 

infarctionʹ OR ʹcerebral hemorrhageʹ/exp OR ʹcerebral hemorrhageʹ OR 

ʹcerebrovascular disorderʹ/exp OR ʹcerebrovascular disorderʹ OR 

ʹcerebrovascular accidentʹ/exp OR ʹcerebrovascular accidentʹ OR 

ʹapoplexyʹ/exp OR apoplexy OR ʹbrain ischemiaʹ/exp OR ʹbrain ischemiaʹ) 

AND (ʹbloodlettingʹ/exp OR bloodletting OR ʹblood prickingʹ OR 

ʹcollateral prickingʹ OR ʹfang xueʹ OR bloodletting:ti,ab,kw OR ʹblood 

prickingʹ:ti,ab,kw OR ʹcollateral prickingʹ:ti,ab,kw OR ʹfang xueʹ:ti,ab,kw) 

AND (ʹclinical articleʹ/de OR ʹclinical trialʹ/de OR ʹclinical trial topicʹ/de 

OR ʹcomparative effectivenessʹ/de OR ʹcomparative studyʹ/de OR 

ʹcontrolled clinical trialʹ/de OR ʹcontrolled studyʹ/de OR ʹhumanʹ/de OR 

ʹmajor clinical studyʹ/de OR ʹrandomized controlled trialʹ/de OR 

ʹrandomized controlled trial topicʹ/de) AND (ʹcerebrovascular 

accidentʹ/de OR ʹneurologic diseaseʹ/de) 

Cochrane Library 
(TRIALS) 

(stroke[ti,ab,kw] OR cerebral infarction[ti,ab,kw] OR cerebral 
hemorrhage[ti,ab,kw] OR cerebrovascular disorder[ti,ab,kw] OR 
cerebrovascular accident[ti,ab,kw] OR apoplexy[ti,ab,kw] OR brain 
ischemia[ti,ab,kw]) AND (bloodletting[ti,ab,kw] OR blood 
pricking[ti,ab,kw] OR collateral pricking[ti,ab,kw] OR fang xue) 

China National 
Knowledge 
Infrastructure 

(中风[Tka] OR 卒中[Tka] OR 脑卒中[Tka] OR 脑梗死[Tka] OR 脑栓塞

[Tka] OR 脑溢血[Tka] OR 脑出血[Tka] OR 缺血性脑卒中[Tka] OR 出血

性脑卒中[Tka]) AND (刺络 [Tka] OR 刺血 [Tka] OR 泻血 中[Tka] OR 

放血[Tka]) AND (系统[Tka] OR 随机[Tka]) 

Korean language 
databases 

(뇌졸중 OR 뇌경색 OR 뇌출혈 OR 중풍 OR 뇌혈관질환) AND (사혈 

OR 자락 OR 방혈) 



International Clinical 

Trials Registry Platform 

& Clinical Trials.gov  

Bloodletting OR blood pricking OR collateral pricking OR fang xue 

Chinese Clinical Trial 

Register  

刺络 [Tka] OR 刺血 [Tka] OR 泻血 中[Tka] OR 放血 OR Bloodletting 

OR blood pricking OR collateral pricking OR fang xue 

Clinical Research 

Information Service 

사혈 OR 자락 OR 방혈 OR Bloodletting OR blood pricking OR 

collateral pricking OR fang xue 

 


