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Abstract: The current study investigates the relationship between the CEO’s power, the workforce’s
productivity, and the company’s value in Iraqi stock exchange companies. A sample of 34 companies
listed on the Iraqi Stock Exchange from 2016 to 2021 was tested using a multiple regression model,
a panel data approach, and a fixed effects model. CEO power is measured by the busing factor
analysis approach, which integrates four indices: CEO salary, CEO ownership, CEO tenure, and CEO
control over board members. The findings indicate a positive and significant relationship between
CEO power and labor productivity. Also, there is a negative and significant relationship between
CEO power and the stickiness of labor costs. On the other hand, we found a positive and significant
relationship between the CEO power and firm value. In addition, labor cost stickiness has a positive
effect on firm value. By highlighting the CEOs’” power, this research tries to increase companies’
attention to this issue and its effect on improving employment productivity, cost management, and
firm value.

Keywords: CEO power; workforce efficiency; company value

1. Introduction

Human capital is an inexhaustible issue that all developing countries, including Iraq,
have experienced. Achieving the goals and increasing the efficiency of any organization
depends on the correct and effective management of these funds (Araya Solano 2019).
As a developing country, Iraq needs the right quality of human resources. Employees
have an influential role in company decisions and operations because every organization
and business needs employee participation for success and performance improvements
(Tong et al. 2018). If human resources are managed well, we will witness an increase in
labor productivity, which is an important economic indicator. Since this is a critical indicator
in the development of societies, the productivity and effectiveness of their activities are
essential. Labor productivity is closely related to economic growth, competitiveness, and
living standards in an economy and is directly related to improved living standards in the
form of higher consumption. As an economy’s labor productivity grows, it produces more
goods and services for the same relative amount of labor. Highly productive manpower
is one of the vital factors in a country’s achievement of scientific and economic progress
(Rapp et al. 2014; Becker 2020).

While previous studies have explored the role of human capital in enhancing labor
productivity (Rapp et al. 2014; Becker 2020), there is a lack of specific research linking CEO
power directly to labor productivity within the context of the Iraq business environment.
This relationship remains under explored, particularly in terms of how different levels of
CEO authority and decision-making levels impact employee engagement and productivity
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in an emerging market. As a developing country, Iraq is undergoing an economic transi-
tion where enhancing productivity is crucial for sustainable growth. Research indicates
that labor productivity is a key driver of economic development, especially in emerging
markets (Kang et al. 2018). Understanding how CEO power influences labor productivity
can provide insights into effective leadership practices that drive wealth creation and
economic development (Daemigah 2020b; Salehi et al. 2020b). In other words, in Iraq,
improving labor productivity can lead to increased output and efficiency, which is essen-
tial for economic recovery and growth in a post-conflict environment attributed to ISIS.
Furthermore, Iraq faces challenges related to human capital, including skills gaps and
underemployment. Investigating the role of CEOs in managing human resources effec-
tively can help identify strategies to leverage talent and improve employee engagement,
ultimately enhancing productivity.

According to Cabral (2017), organizations and businesses have different performances,
which can influence their managers’ decisions. Business managers are considered a source
of power and influence in various dimensions (Koo and Qureshi 2021) and are usually the
most critical factor in the company’s mechanisms (Supatmi et al. 2019) and the main factor
in creating shareholder value. (Papadakis 2006). In this way, as much as the company can
use capable and expert managers in different fields, it can perform better and acquire better
forces. If the manager has power in other fields, he can perform and lead the activities and
processes of the company better. This means that these companies have higher levels of
trust and will have higher profits in the future.

Some studies show that CEO power is negatively related to a company’s market value
and accounting performance (Bebchuk et al. 2011), the bond credit rating (Liu and Jiraporn
2010), and financial leverage (Jiraporn et al. 2012). Other studies (Adams et al. 2005) show
that a powerful CEO may positively impact a company’s results, growth, and excellence
under certain conditions (Larcker and Tayan 2020). The above views show that powerful
managers can positively and negatively affect the company’s performance. Managers with
excessive confidence and optimism about investment opportunities lead to a decrease in
the company’s value. Managers with power can create multiple values through quick
responses to the market and the use of opportunities (Kibiya et al. 2016).

On the other hand, one of the main goals of managers in business is to maximize the
company’s value. Recent studies raise this critical question: Do the CEO’s characteristics
affect the results and value of a company? For example, Van den Steen (2005) clearly
stated that the CEO’s characteristics influence the policies of the business. During their
research, Bertrand and Schoar (2003) confirmed the influence of CEO characteristics on a
wide range of corporate decisions. In general, empirical evidence supports the idea that
CEO characteristics affect the performance of companies. In this regard, one of the CEO’s
most important and influential aspects is his “power” in decision making. In other words,
when the decision-making power of a company is more in the hands of the CEO, he plays a
more critical role in the company’s process and operations. In the same way, his opinions
are more effectively reflected in the company’s results. Therefore, in this research, we seek
to answer whether or not the CEO’s power can increase the company’s value.

The paper offers a novel perspective by directly linking CEO power to labor pro-
ductivity within the specific context of Iraq’s business environment. This is a significant
departure from previous research, which often explored broader leadership and human
capital themes in corporate financial performance (Sun and Yu 2015) and environmental
performance (Mefford 2023). By focusing on the Iraqi context, the study provides a unique
lens to understand how leadership dynamics, particularly CEO power, impact productivity
in a post-conflict, emerging market (Bloom et al. 2009). This contextual specificity allows
for a deeper analysis of the challenges and opportunities faced by Iraqi organizations.
The paper offers valuable insights into the impact of leadership styles on organizational
outcomes by investigating how different levels of CEO authority and decision making
influence workforce productivity.



Risks 2024, 12, 175

30f26

The implications of this research extend beyond the Iraqi context. The findings can
provide valuable lessons for other emerging markets facing similar challenges, such as
human capital development and economic growth (Hall 2016). Policymakers can leverage
these insights to promote effective leadership and foster a conducive business environment.
Additionally, the study can contribute to a better understanding of corporate governance
practices and human resource management strategies in emerging markets. By highlighting
the importance of strong, capable leaders, the research can encourage the enhancement of
effective leadership development programs.

By providing a detailed and documented analysis of the relationship between the
CEO’s power and labor productivity in Iraqi stock exchange companies, this research
helps to increase our understanding of the performance of organizations and the role
of managers in their improvement. The results of the research indicate that the level
of influence of managers on the workforce’s productivity is such that it can lead to the
improvement of the performance of the organizations and, ultimately, the improvement of
the value of the companies. This information can be helpful to managers, investors, and
decision-makers because they can use it to adopt more optimal strategies for managing
resources and improving the performance of companies. Also, examining the relationship
between the CEO’s power and the company’s value shows the importance of the role
of managers in organizations in creating added value and its effect on companies’ stock
values. Therefore, this research not only helps improve the performance of companies
but also helps investors and other economic agents make successful decisions in the field
of investment and cooperation with companies. The current research investigates the
relationship between the CEO’s power, the workforce’s productivity, and the company’s
value in Iraqi stock exchange companies. The structure of the article includes the second
part, i.e., the theoretical foundations and literature and research backgrounds; the third
part, the methodology and how to conduct the research; the fourth part, the statistical
analysis; and finally, the results and practical suggestions are presented in the final part.

2. Theoretical Foundations and Hypothesis Development
2.1. Firm Value and the Affecting Factors

The value and concepts surrounding it are known as capital and wealth from the past
until today. In other words, an index is always used to evaluate performance (Braggion and
Moore 2013). With the growth and expansion of global markets and the development of
companies in recent years, researchers pay special attention to value because customer value
and shareholder value are significant (Melinda and Wardhani 2020; Susbiyani et al. 2023).
With the passage of time and the improvement of fundamentals in this sector, investors
and stakeholders see the company’s value in sustainable growth and continuous value
creation, not past profitability (Faccio and Xu 2018). The valuation and pricing process in
companies and businesses is one of the duties and responsibilities of managers and investors.
Valuation means showing how managers’ strategies and financial decisions affect the market
value of the business’s shares. This value is vital for users, stakeholders, managers, and
other creditors to analyze the company’s future and determine the business’s risk and
return. Companies can create significant cash flows and increase their value by using their
resources and investing in high-return practical projects. A company uses limited resources
as necessary tools to achieve development and value in facing upcoming opportunities.
According to the past literature, the impact of various criteria and indicators on the value of
companies has been investigated (Jeng and Yang 2014; Coad et al. 2016), some of the most
important of which include the following: (1) Company size because large companies have
access to resources. Sufficient finances have provided them with the opportunity to have
a more competitive advantage over competitors with more production and economies of
scale and to earn more profit and thereby affect the value of the company (Jeng and Yang
2014). (2) Financial leverage because financial resources are the company’s growth tools.
In developing countries where the financial and monetary markets are not developed in a
balanced way, accumulated profits are the primary sources of financing. Therefore, financial
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leverage and financing methods affect the company’s value creation (Alex et al. 2018). (3) It
is profitable because any company’s goal is to maximize its shareholders’ profit and wealth.
As a result, business managers are trying to plan and implement policies to achieve this
lofty goal in the best possible way. According to the financing constraint theory, there is a
direct relationship between profit and company value. Because the company’s financing
limit theory makes a profit, it can be used to achieve the desired value (Pour 2015).

2.2. The Concept of Productivity and Labor Productivity

Different definitions of productivity have been expressed in the literature, most of
them called productivity as the ratio of output to input (Proverbs et al. 2000; Jarkas and
Bitar 2012; Thomas et al. 1990; Hanna et al. 2005; Shehata and El-Gohary 2011). The concept
of productivity can be applied to any economy: small, medium, and large businesses,
governments, and individuals. The goal of productivity is the maximum use of resources
to produce as many goods and services as consumers desire at the lowest possible cost.
Productivity is the production ratio in time to input in the same period (Helmer and Suver
1988). In other words, productivity in activities means achieving the maximum benefit
through the efficient and optimal use of expert staff, used machines, places of activity, etc.,
to improve welfare at the community level. In addition, productivity can be considered as
the ratio of the work performed to the work that should be performed (Landier et al. 2013).

On the other hand, productivity has been widely studied in developed countries to
identify opportunities for improvement. The most essential elements to improve produc-
tivity are managing materials, equipment, and labor (Banik 2017). In 1766 AD, the issue
of exploitation and its surrounding issues were raised worldwide. In the next century,
a new definition of labor productivity was presented, which pointed out that power means
the ability of people to produce. This issue has expanded with extensive changes at the
international level and the need for a solid force to carry out activities. Today, human
power has been the focus of much research due to its increasing importance in economic
development. The productivity of human resources is one of the most fundamental factors
in achieving the progress and expansion of organizational performance and economic
development in countries. Human resource efficiency can be defined as the effective and
efficient use of human resources to achieve organizational goals.

Nojedehi and Nasirzadeh (2017) classified twenty-six labor productivity factors into
five categories: motivational factors, factors related to working conditions, political factors,
labor-related factors, and management-related factors. A study conducted by Hickson and
Ellis (2014) ranked the factors affecting labor productivity and reported that a lack of labor
supervision is the most influencing factor of labor productivity, followed by unrealistic
planning, lack of skilled labor, lack of construction, management experience, delays in
requesting information, delays in the payment of wages to the labor force, poor commu-
nication on site, and bad weather conditions. Jamadagni and Birajdar (2015) identified
the most critical factors affecting labor productivity as overtime, clarification of technical
documentation, labor fatigue, delays in payment of labor, change in order change delays,
poor management communication, and a lack of labor training. Mahamid (2014) believes
that factors such as the country’s political situation, lack of equipment, old equipment, lack
of work experience, and poor management have a negative impact on labor productivity.
However, these techniques differ from one industry (Pheng and Meng 2018; Thomas and
Daily 1983). Achieving higher productivity is the goal of any organization because it sets
the foundation for cost savings and plays a crucial role in careful planning. Moreover,
financial success plays a role. Researchers in their countries have identified 16 different
labor productivity factors (Maloney 1983). Hence, similar studies should be conducted in
other developing countries and cultures to determine whether the meaning of labor pro-
ductivity and its causes and determinants are immutable. According to Zahoor et al. (2017),
a stronger focus on cross-cultural studies would help explain how critical determinants of
labor productivity vary across national contexts.
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2.3. CEO Power and Its Dimensions

Managers have a leadership role in organizations; they can significantly influence the
behavior and performance of employees (Brune and Bossert 2009). One of the tools that
the CEO can use to influence the performance and efficiency of the company’s employees
is power (Ryan 2012). On the other hand, CEOs can cause the deviation and eventual fall
of their company with their power. Therefore, this factor’s positive or negative impact
on the company’s performance depends on how managers use it. Power can be defined
as the capacity and ability of people to influence and dominate others. In other words,
this ability is created from the amount of control over available resources and mastery
over punishment and reward (Lim and Lee 2019). The presence of powerful managers
in companies and organizations will lead to better performance and greater risk taking
in companies. Chowdhury et al. (2023), employing a comprehensive measure of CEO
power, find that highly powerful CEOs tend to reduce investment efficiency by increasing
overinvestments. This inefficiency is more pronounced with strong information asymmetry,
agency problems, and product market competition. They also find that a firm’s operation
complexity and the presence of effective internal and external governance can help miti-
gate investment inefficiency; however, when most independent directors are co-opted or
powerful CEOs are recruited from outside the firm, the investment inefficiency deteriorates.
Moreover, inefficiency and overinvestment tend to increase with CEO tenure, the level
of CEO power, and financial constraints faced by the firm. These findings shed light on
the complex dynamics between CEO power, investment decisions, and various factors
influencing their effectiveness. Ellul et al. (2024) find that after unemployment insurance
benefits become more generous, boards increase the convex payoff structure of CEO pay
to encourage risk taking. The increase in CEOs’ convexity payoff is stronger in firms with
more independent and diverse boards, higher ownership of long-term shareholders, and
industries requiring highly skilled labor.

To measure power, Ting (2013) stated four aspects and dimensions, including structural
power, ownership, status, and expertise:

(a) Structural power: It is the power that exists through the structure of the company,
including the structure in the board of directors, the duality in the position of CEO
and organizational tenure originates. This power provides the necessary and potential
ability of the organization to improve management relations and the results of the
economic unit (Ting 2013).

(b) Power of ownership: This dimension of power can be implemented in two ways.
In the first case, it refers to the manager buying shares and ownership of the company
to maintain and develop his power. A CEO, one of the company’s principal share-
holders, can intervene when making important decisions and substantially impact the
company’s strategies. On the other hand, a manager who is the company’s founder or
has a relationship with the founder can increase his power by increasing interactions
and establishing long-term relationships with board members or other important
people in the company (Ting 2013).

(c) Expert power: CEOs with different levels of expertise and sufficient information in
many fields can provide information and data to people inside and outside the orga-
nization more broadly than other managers. The correct and accurate performance of
management duties can provide stakeholders with sufficient evidence of the CEO’s
power. Therefore, the presence of experts and expert managers will lead to more
power in that position (Ting 2013).

(d) Status power: Executive level is derived from individual or credit level or individual
status. CEOs whose members are expert managers are more important than others
who can be selected from inside or outside the company. A capable and reliable CEO
can help organize the business and communicate with reliable people. In addition
to the services provided by the CEO, other activities, such as being a member of the
board of directors of other organizations and graduating from a valid educational
institution, are proof of the credibility of the CEO (Ting 2013).
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In the following section, the research hypotheses will be explained according to the
foundations and backgrounds of this field.

2.4. Hypothesis Development

With the expansion of global markets and the increasing number of companies, one of
the main challenges companies face is providing the resources they need. In this regard,
trying to use various resources effectively and efficiently, the most important of which is
human resources, is the vital goal of managers of organizations, commercial and industrial
units, and service institutions (Davenport 2011). A suitable structure for a company,
effective implementation of methods, and sufficient and quality equipment are among the
necessary things to increase the workforce’s productivity. The company’s workforce and
employees are part of its capital and valuable resources, and its productivity is essential
for organizations. Labor productivity shows employees” knowledge, ability, and valuable
criteria, so companies must identify factors affecting labor productivity to achieve labor
efficiency. The past literature and recent studies have measured the impact of various
criteria on labor productivity. For example, Ryan (2012) found that the resources spent on
employee training positively affect workforce productivity. In addition, Bukit et al. (2018)
showed that better planning in human resources, employment, and selection strategies
has a significant and positive effect on workforce productivity. Despite the studies that
were conducted, the critical point that needs to be more evidenced is the effect of the CEO’s
powet, as the main feature of the role of the CEO and his effectiveness in the organization,
on the productivity of the company’s workforce.

The board of directors elects the highest-ranking CEO in the business to act as an
intermediary between the board of directors and the stakeholders. Based on the theory of
games, it is argued that the CEO has the best performance in the hierarchy of an organization
(Menon et al. 2000). When a CEO is more powerful, the CEO'’s relative performance is more
potent, as is the ability to increase labor productivity. As a result, powerful CEOs better
manage the company’s resources (including labor), leading to higher labor productivity. As
one of the primary factors in making decisions and guiding organizational strategies, the
CEQ’s power can significantly impact employee performance. Managers with high power
can draw policies and strategies that improve efficiency and increase workforce productivity.
This impact may come through motivating employees, optimizing work processes, and
effectively interacting with work teams. Hence, we expect a positive relationship between
CEO power and labor productivity.

Several studies have been conducted in this field, including Holzer (2015), showing
that salary, experience, current job tenure, hours spent in training, and workers’ gender
positively relate to labor productivity. Also, the results of Dyer and Reeves (1995) indicate
that a company’s success is strongly related to labor productivity. In this regard, Breit et al.
(2019) addressed the impact of CEO power on workforce productivity and showed a posi-
tive relationship between CEO power and workforce productivity. Companies with more
powerful executives show higher labor productivity. Kudyba (2003) found that employees’
skills can be improved through proper training, which can increase the organization’s
efficiency. Han et al. (2016) found a positive and significant relationship between CEO
power and labor productivity. They further decompose labor productivity into efficiency
and cost components and find a positive (negative) relationship between CEO power and
labor efficiency (cost), suggesting that more powerful CEOs improve labor efficiency by
managing and controlling labor costs. In other words, according to the tournament theory,
labor productivity is higher in companies that have more powerful CEOs. Creemers et al.
(2023) showed that family ownership generates a productivity advantage for firms located
in the lower tail of the labor productivity distribution. In contrast, it negatively affects labor
productivity in the upper tail compared to their nonfamily counterparts. Shi (2024) suggests
that both augmented innovation investment and alleviated bankruptcy costs explain the
reduction in labor income shares. Heterogeneity tests also show that the effect is more
pronounced in firms with weaker political connections, higher institutional ownership,
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higher customer concentration, and in state-owned firms. Therefore, the first hypothesis of
the research is as follows:

H1. A positive and significant relationship exists between the CEO’s power and the workforce’s
productivity.

According to the theories about the behavior of costs, the change in the cost amount
depends on the companies’ activity level. In other words, the only factor of change in cost is
the amount of change in the activity level. In this regard, costs are divided into two general
groups: fixed and variable. Variable costs change with changes in the organization’s activity
level; fixed costs are permanently fixed and unrelated to the business’s activities. These
costs for organizations are always a fixed amount (Horngren et al. 2002); however, now,
the basis of the cost has changed, and discussions about cost stickiness have been raised.
Cost stickiness can be defined as when sales decrease, the ratio of reduction that occurs
in fixed costs is lower than when sales increase and costs increase. CEO characteristics
may impact the firms’ strategic decision-making process. For example, Salehi et al. (2020a)
investigate the impact of managerial ability on investment efficiency. Accordingly, we
expect that CEO power might be influential in this regard. When the organization’s
managers become powerful, they can influence resources and other employees more and
show more opportunistic behaviors (Dichev et al. 2013). The presence of powerful CEOs
means that the employees are under the CEO’s power, and the management can easily
manage their expenses. Therefore, the stickiness of the manager reduces labor costs. The
CEO’s power in long-term decisions and setting financial policies can impact labor cost
stickiness. Managers with more power may formulate financial policies in a way that helps
regulate and predict labor costs. These measures can reduce financial uncertainty and create
peace in the work environment, and as a result, increase labor cost stickiness. Supportively,
Salehi et al. (2018) have argued that cost stickiness is likely to impact firms’ financial
reporting quality. Sun and Yu (2015), using a list of member companies of the China Stock
Exchange, show that socially responsible companies show lower labor force stickiness.
Deshmukh et al. (2013) found that when managers have too much confidence and trust
in their behavior when the company is financing, they prefer to reduce the dividend to
avoid foreign investment and impose more costs on the company. Chen et al. (2013)
believed that managers overestimate demand and, as a result, predicted a small probability
of reducing general, administrative, and sales costs when sales decrease. Finally, the
results of this research show their significant role. Lee et al. (2020) showed that the CEO’s
financial expertise has a negative effect on cost stickiness. Also, a negative and significant
relationship exists between CEO power and labor cost stickiness. Short-sighted managers
may manage profits by reducing expenses when sales decrease to prevent losses and costs
from creating stickiness. Managers’ short-term attitude has a negative relationship with
cost stickiness. On the other hand, when the level of sales and incomes decrease, managers
with more power act to reduce costs, including labor costs and the stickiness of labor costs.

Recent investigations also suggest that CEO power has a positive and significant effect
on stickiness, and free cash flow has a positive and significant impact on cost stickiness
(Tajedini 2024). Jeon and Ra (2024) uncover that higher CEO risk-taking incentives are
associated with increased cost stickiness. Moreover, they observe that this relationship
is strengthened under specific conditions, namely when financial leverage is lower, cor-
porate governance is weaker, equity market uncertainty is higher, and real investment
opportunities are limited. Zhang et al. (2023) document that cost stickiness is negatively
associated with internal governance after controlling for legitimate economic reasons for
cost stickiness, suggesting that internal governance mitigates agency-based cost stickiness.
Consistent with the agency’s explanation, their results show that the impact of internal
governance on cost stickiness is stronger for firms with lower future value creation of
selling, general, and administrative (SG&A) costs. In addition, they contend that the impact
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of internal governance on cost stickiness is more pronounced for firms with more-effective
board monitoring.
Therefore, the second hypothesis of the research is as follows:

H2. There is a negative and significant relationship between CEO power and labor cost stickiness.

Given that managers and senior managers are recognized as critical factors in financing,
investment, and other strategic decisions, their opinions about the company profoundly
affect the company’s practices and results. Several recent studies try to fill this gap and raise
this critical question: Do the behaviors and characteristics of managers affect the company’s
activities and strategies? For example, Van den Steen (2005) explicitly incorporates the
CEQ's perspective into his corporate policy model. Bertrand and Schoar (2003) report
strong evidence of director-fixed effects for various corporate decisions. Overall, the
empirical evidence supports that director-level characteristics affect firm outcomes. An
essential dimension of top management team characteristics is power. When a company’s
decision-making power is more concentrated in the hands of the CEO, he will have more
authority to influence decisions. Thus, his opinions will be more directly reflected in the
company’s results. This has positive and negative implications for stakeholders, as CEOs
can use this dominant role to set company policy better or advance their goals.

Various studies have been conducted on the above topic that showed a positive and
significant relationship between CEO power and company value. However, this effect is
driven by competition in the product market because the power of CEO has a positive
effect on the company’s value only in highly competitive markets and has no effect on the
company’s value in low-competition markets. The results show that CEO power positively
relates to firm value in highly competitive markets when corporate governance is vital,
suggesting that corporate governance and competition are complementary. In other words,
the results show that the competition in the product market motivates powerful CEOs to
use their power to increase the company’s value. Mousa et al. (2023) showed that organiza-
tions with excess human capacity provide more investment in research and development
on average, and in concentrated industries where executives are less under competitive
pressure, powerful CEOs intervene in this strategic choice and the relationship between
slack and innovation (slack-innovation relationship). Although CEOs in this context may
have sufficient slack resources, they appear inclined to allocate such resources to goals
other than innovation. Chu et al. (2023) showed that companies with more powerful CEOs
are less involved in CSR activities, and this negative relationship is intensified by younger,
more competent, and overconfident CEOs. However, this negative relationship is exacer-
bated by women CEOs. Garcia-Sanchez et al. (2021) found that CEOs with more power
oppose integrated information disclosure, and more significant growth opportunities in-
crease CEO opposition to integrated information disclosure about value creation. Brahma
and Economou (2024), in a literature review, show that the existing findings are mixed in
relation to the effects of CEO power on firm strategies. Overall, the negative impact of
CEO power on firm performance is attributed to agency theory, where CEOs pursue their
own vested interests, thereby leading to weak corporate governance. Their review reveals
that the positive impact of CEO power on corporate outcomes is due to effective board
monitoring, a powerful board, and high market competition. Their study also shows that
most prior studies have adopted Finkelstein’s (1992) four sources of CEO power but have
taken different proxies to measure these powers. Saleh et al. (2024) show that institutional
ownership and CEO power positively affect firm performance. In addition, it has been
established that CEO power strengthens the relationship between institutional ownership
and performance. Thus, it can be summarized that institutional ownership improves firm
performance; however, with powerful CEO intervention, the performance will improve
even more. Saiyed et al. (2023) indicate that entrepreneurial orientation has an inverted
U-shaped relation with firm performance. Strong support is also found for a negative
moderating influence of CEO power on the inverted U-shaped relationship between en-
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trepreneurial orientation and firm financial performance, suggesting that powerful CEOs
eventually harm entrepreneurial firms.
Therefore, the third hypothesis of the research is as follows:

H3. A positive and significant relationship exists between the CEQO’s power and the company’s value.

Studies have investigated the factors and consequences of the asymmetric behavior
of costs. In other words, while the traditional variable-fixed cost model emphasizes the
automatic reaction of the cost to the change in activity levels, the literature and background
of asymmetric cost behavior emphasize the critical role of insight and management un-
derstanding that can influence how resources are managed and how costs occur and are
eliminated. In this regard, cost stickiness affects managers’ performance and strategies.
The existence of stickiness in the cost of labor affects various aspects of the company’s
performance and ultimately affects the value of the company (Aboody et al. 2005).

Gong et al. (2010) showed that in companies suspected of profit management, the cost
behavior is different from those not suspected of management, which shows a relationship
between profit management and cost stickiness. Xu et al. (2023) find that agency cost
mediates the effect of a privately owned business group (POBG) on labor cost stickiness.
Tileal et al. (2023) showed that labor cost stickiness is higher in government and family
firms than in non-government and non-family businesses. Ma et al. (2023) found that CSR
suppresses cost stickiness. The higher the performance level, the lower the cost stickiness
and agency cost partially moderates the relationship between CSR and cost stickiness.
Costa and Habib (2023) find a robust negative relationship between cost stickiness and
firm value. They then explore whether the resource adjustment, managerial expectations,
and agency theories of cost stickiness affect the negative relation and find support for the
managerial expectation and agency theories. Furthermore, they find evidence that the
detrimental impact of cost stickiness on firm value is mediated partially through the cost of
equity and cash flow channels. Further investigation suggests that the adverse effects of
cost stickiness on firm values are stronger in the presence of high information asymmetry.
The study of Kong et al. (2023) reveals that labor cost changes driven by the adjustment of
employee education levels are sticky. The standard adjustment cost theory cannot explain
this stickiness. This further shows that firms that actively adjust their employee quality
during downturns experience improved future performance. Xu et al. (2023) find that,
on average, a privately owned business group-affiliated firm entirely mitigates labor cost
stickiness when it has a decrease in sales. In addition, they document that, to adjust its labor
cost downward, a privately owned business group-affiliated firm hires fewer employees
rather than paying lower wages. They show that the lower labor cost stickiness is due to
the movement of employees from the focal firm to other firms within the same privately
owned business group. When sales fall, the privately owned business group reallocates
excess employees at the focal firm to other firms within the business group via an internal
labor market, and the focal firm thereby increases its per capita profit. Moreover, they
find that agency cost mediates the impact of a privately owned business group on labor
cost stickiness. When the external market is less effective, or the privately owned business
group headquarters have strong incentives, the effect of privately owned business group
affiliation on reducing an affiliated firm’s labor cost stickiness is more salient. Therefore,
the fourth hypothesis of the research is as follows:

H4. A positive and significant relationship exists between labor cost stickiness and company value.

3. Research Methodology
3.1. Statistical Population
Based on Table 1, the population studied in this research is the companies listed on

the Iraqi Stock Exchange, considered from 2016 to 2021. In this research, to measure the
CEO'’s tenure, 3 years is considered. According to its topic, the sample of this study is of the



Risks 2024, 12,175 10 of 26

type of elimination sampling in which the companies selected according to the limitations
mentioned below are among the companies accepted in the Iraqi Stock Exchange that have
the following conditions:

Table 1. Statistical sample.

No. Description No. of Companies
Statistical population in the history of
1 . . . 132
information collection
The target company should not include banks

2 . 1. . (77)

Limitati and financial institutions
imitations 3 The target company should not include banks (14)

and financial institutions
4 Companies that did not disclose data (7)
Statistical population 34

Therefore, according to Table 1, 34 Iraqi stock exchange companies were analyzed as a
statistical population.

3.2. Statistical Research Models

To check the first hypothesis, we considered the following regression:

LABEFFj; = ag + aiCEOPOWER + a,FSIZE;; + asMTB;; + a4LEV;; + asROA;
+azADI; +agAge;, + Year

To check the second hypothesis, we considered the following regression:

LCS;; = ag + a;CEOPOWER + a,FSIZE;; + asMTBy; + a4LEV;; 4+ asROA;;
+a7ADl; + a9 Age;, + Year

To check the third hypothesis, the intended regression is as follows:

CVy = ag + aCEOPOWER + a,FSIZE;; 4+ asMTB;; + a4LEV}; + asROA;;
+ayADI; + ag Age;, + Year

To examine the fourth hypothesis, we consider the following regression:

CVy = ag + a1LCS + a,FSIZE;; + asMTB;; 4+ a4LEV;; + asROA;; + a;ADI;
+agAge;, + Year

3.3. Variables and How to Measure Them
3.3.1. Dependent Variable

Labor force efficiency (LABEFF): the sales ratio to the total cost of employees
(Banik 2017).

Labor cost stickiness (LCS) is the change in the natural logarithmic value of labor
costs. According to the cost stickiness model (Anderson et al. 2003), hypotheses can be
tested by substituting labor costs.

COST;, SALES;,

IN| —rx"| = LN | ———===ut
{COSTI»J_J Pot P [SALEsi,t_l

SALES;
}+¢bDECDUM*LN[ ”f} iy

SALES;;

COST;; = cost of company i in period t

COST; 41 = cost of the company i in period 1 — t
SALES; ; = net sales of the company i in period t
SALES;;_1 = net sales of company i in period t — 1
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DECDUM: If SALES;; is SALES;;_1, its value is equal to 1; otherwise, its value
equals 0.

Considering that the value of the DECDUM research variable is zero when there is
a change and improvement in the company’s sales level, the coefficient Bl expresses the
amount of change and increase in a company’s costs according to a 1% change in their sales
level. In addition, since the variable coefficient of DECDUM is one when the company
is facing sales decline, the sum of the coefficients + B2 B1 indicates the reduction and
weakening in the amount of a one percent decrease in the sales level. If the company’s costs
are sticky, the percentage of the increase in the cost in periods of increased sales should be
higher than the percentage of the decrease in costs in periods of decreased sales. In other
words, B1 must be > 0 and B2 < 0.

Company value (CV): Lindenberg and Ross (1981) pointed out in their research that
from a scientific and theoretical point of view, Tobin’s q index can be a valuable measure to
measure variables such as competition in the capital markets and the value of companies.
To measure the company’s value, some researchers used Tobin’s q index, in which the book
value is used instead of the replacement value (Rathinasamy et al. 2000). The Tobin’s q
criterion is calculated from the following equation:

Tobin’s q = (shares of the company, total market value + book value debt)/(total book value assets).

3.3.2. Independent Variables

CEO power (CEOPOWER): The current research’s independent variable is the CEO’s
power. In other words, CEOs are considered powerful managers who can make decisions
effectively and efficiently and can influence others. Therefore, this research uses four
critical criteria.

(a) CEO’s salary: This is the CEO’s annual salary. Many studies on CEO power use
the CEO’s salary as a measure of power (Adams et al. 2005; Tong et al. 2018).

(b) IBD (independence of the board of directors): The independence factor of the board
of directors is also an indicator of CEO power (Bhagat et al. 2004). In this research, if the
ratio of independent directors on the board of directors is less than the average value of the
companies in the population, the number is considered one. Otherwise, it is considered
zero (Sheikh 2018).

(c) CEO TURN: This is the length of tenure of the CEO. If the CEO has a long tenure,
in other words, if they stay in the company for a longer time, their supervision decreases. If
the tenure of the CEO is longer than the average tenure of the companies in the population,
the number is considered as one, and otherwise, it is considered as zero. This research
measures the tenure of the CEO in the period.

(d) CEO Ownership: The CEO’s ownership is the percentage of shares at the CEO’s
discretion relative to the company’s total shares. If the ownership percentage of the CEO is
more than the average of the companies in the population, the number is considered as one
and otherwise as zero (Sheikh 2018).

3.3.3. Control Variables

Firm size (FSIZE): The natural logarithm of the company’s sales.

Growth opportunities (MTB): The ratio of market value to the book value of equity.
Total debt ratio (LEV): The ratio of total debt to company assets.

Return on assets (ROA): Found from dividing net profit by the company’s assets.
Adpvertising intensity (ADI): The ratio of advertising expenses to the company’s sales.
Age of the company (AGE): The year under review minus the year of establishment.

4. Findings
4.1. Descriptive Statistics

Table 2 shows the descriptive statistics of the quantitative variables, and Table 3 shows
the descriptive statistics of the qualitative variables.
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics of quantitative research variables.
. . No. of Standard .
Sign Variable Observations Total Mean Deviation Min. Max.
LABEFF Labor efficiency 200 7.217 14.470 0.007 102.237
cv Firm value 204 2.505 3.039 0.133 15.964
CEOPOWER CEO power 204 0.774 0.545 0.000 2.482
FSIZE Firm size 188 20.746 2.692 16.507 28.039
MTB Growth opportunities 204 3.103 4.627 —0.830 25.669
LEV Total debt-to-asset ratio 204 0.262 0.380 —0.006 2.507
ROA The ratio of net profit to assets 204 0.033 0.093 —0.333 0.327
ADI Advertising intensity 188 0.007 0.021 0.000 0.200
AGE Firm age 204 28.412 13.986 3.000 75.000
Table 3. Descriptive statistics of qualitative research variables.
Sign Variable No. of Observations Total Mean Standard Deviation Min. Max.
LCS Labor cost stickiness 204 0.382 0.487 126 78
According to Table 2, the lowest average of 0.007 is related to the advertising intensity
variable, and the highest average of 28.412 is related to the company life variable. Also, the
variable of advertising intensity, equivalent to 0.021, has the lowest standard deviation, and
the variable of labor efficiency, with a value of 14.470, has the highest standard deviation.
The lowest and highest values belong to growth opportunities and workforce efficiency
variables, with values of —0.830 and 102.237, respectively. The labor cost stickiness vari-
able has a qualitative nature of zero and one, and the related information is shown in
Tables 2 and 3.
4.2. Exploratory Factor Analysis
CEO power variable (CEOPOWER) itself consists of four variables. To calculate the
CEOPOWER variable, an exploratory factor analysis based on the correlation coefficient
matrix is performed between the four variables of CEO salary, independence of the board
of directors, CEO tenure, and CEO ownership by year. After extracting the correlation
matrix of the factor loadings, exploratory analysis is obtained to create the CEOPOWER
variable. The effect of each of the three variables that make up the CEO’s power variable is
presented separately in Table 4.
Table 4. Factor loadings of the exploratory analysis of CEO power variable by year.
Variable 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
CEO salary 0.008 0.010 0.009 0.012 0.015 0.007
Board independence 0.047 0.042 0.055 0.062 0.015 0.009
CEO tenure 0.125 0.111 0.175 0.088 0.224 0.221
Ownership of the CEO 0.008 0.045 0.005 0.007 0.022 0.025

4.3. Collinearity Test

As seen in Table 5, the VIF calculated for all variables is less than 10. Hence, there is no
co-linearity between the research models’ variables, so there is no problem with collinearity.
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Table 5. The results of the collinearity test.
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4
Variable
VIF VIF/1 VIF VIF/1 VIF VIF/1 VIF VIF/1
CEOPOWER 1.930 0.517 1.220 0.823 0.891 1.120
FSIZE 1.340 0.747 1.350 0.739 1.320 0.758 1.280 0.779
ROA 1.320 0.759 1.300 0.769 1.290 0.772 1.310 0.764
AGE 1.270 0.790 1.540 0.649 1.240 0.808 1.190 0.843
MTB 1.260 0.797 1.230 0.812 1.200 0.836 1.150 0.886
LEV 1.190 0.841 1.190 0.841 1.180 0.846 1.140 0.874
ADI 1.070 0.932 1.090 0.919 1.050 0.955 1.050 0.954
IND3 1.280 0.779
Y2017 1.710 0.583
Y2018 1.820 0.549
Y2019 1.740 0.575 1.090 0.921
Y2020 2.270 0.441
Y2021 2.150 0.464
Mean VIF 1.590 1.250 1.200 1.170

4.4. Integration Test Results

According to Table 6, the F-statistics for the research models are equal to 13.11, 227.52,
12.80, and 11.13, respectively. The null hypothesis indicating that the data are integrated at
the 99% confidence level is rejected for all models. As a result, the panel data model should
be used to estimate the coefficients of these models.

Table 6. The results of the integration test of research models.

Calculated Statistic Probability Level
The first research model 13.110 0.000
The second research model 227.520 0.000
The third research model 12,800 0.000
The fourth research model 13.110 0.000

4.5. Test Results to Determine Fixed or Random Effects

The results of this test are given in Table 7. The Hausman test statistics for the research
models were obtained as 47.25, 3.91, 333.54, and 306.10, respectively. In this table, according
to the statistics for the first, third, and fourth research models, the null hypothesis is
rejected at the 99% confidence level. Therefore, the fixed effects model is more suitable
for estimating the mentioned models. According to the statistics obtained for the second
model, the null hypothesis of mini is accepted on the appropriateness of the random effects
model. In the following, the correlation matrix has been used to check the relationship
between the variables.

Table 7. Hausman test results.

Calculated Statistic Probability Level
The first research model 47.250 0.000
The second research model 3.910 0.918
The third research model 333.540 0.000
The fourth research model 306.100 0.000

4.6. Correlation Matrix Result

Table 8 shows the results of correlation matrix of the variables.
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Table 8. Correlation matrix results.
AGE ADI ROA LEV MTB FSIZE CEOPOWER CVv LCS LABEFF
1.000 LABEFF
1.000 **0.178 LCS
1.000 —0.094 —0.014 Ccv
1.000 ***(0.207 **0.143 ***0.218 CEOPOWER
1.000 *0.126 0.105 ***(0.189  ***(0.472 FSIZE
1.000 *0.139 **0.179 ***0.936 —0.048 0.042 MTB
1.000 0.047 0.047 **0.144 *0.137 —0.030 0.017 LEV
1.000 **0.227 *0.133 ***0.299 0.053 0.010 **0.166 **0.144 ROA
1.000 0.003 —0.083 —0.086 **(0.148 —0.019 —0.077 0.019 0.054 ADI
1.000 —0.080 —0.072 **0.152 0.108 *** —0.306 0.102 **0.152 —0.091 —0.106 AGE

Note: *, **, and *** indicate 90, 95, and 99% significance levels, respectively.

4.7. Estimation of the Model and Interpretation of the Results
4.7.1. Estimation of the First Research Model

As said, the method of fixed effects data should be used to achieve the best estimation
of regressions according to the results of integration and the Hausman test. Table 9 shows
the results of this estimation. The width from the origin obtained for the first research model
with a value equal to —123.721 is significant at the 99% confidence level. The dependent
variable of the first model is the effectiveness of the workforce. The power factor of the CEO
is equal to 2.111 at the confidence level of 99%. Therefore, by increasing CEO power by one
unit at the confidence level of 99%, the workforce’s efficiency increases by 2.111%. Thus,
the research’s first hypothesis indicating a positive and significant relationship between the
CEO’s power and the workforce’s efficiency is accepted with 99% confidence.

Table 9. Estimation results of the first research model.

Variable Coefficient Standard Deviation t Statistic p-Value

CEOPOWER 2111 0.233 9.050 0.000
FSIZE 9.554 0.917 10.420 0.000
MTB —0.625 0.425 —1.470 0.143
LEV 11.530 7.112 1.620 0.107
ROA —16.152 11.424 —1.410 0.160
ADI 13.331 38.687 0.340 0.731
AGE —2.711 1.271 —2.130 0.035
Cons —123.721 38.093 —3.250 0.001

Obs 188

R2 0.325

F Test 12.930 0.000
Normality of Resid 0.403

Among the control variables of the research, the variable of company size with a
coefficient equal to 9.554 and with 99% confidence is an increase factor, and the variable of
company age with a value of —2.711 and with a probability of 95% is a factor of reducing
the effectiveness of the workforce.

Other control variables of the research, including growth opportunities, financial
leverage, return on assets, and advertising intensity, are insignificant and do not affect
labor efficiency. The effect of virtual variables of year and industry on the regression model
was considered.

After we estimated the model, we examined the variance of the disturbance component
heterogeneity. The results shown in Table 10 show that the chi-square statistic equal to
135.64 was obtained, which is greater than the chi-square value in the table, and the null
hypothesis, which indicates the homogeneity of variance, is rejected at the 99% confidence
level. Therefore, the disturbance components of the variance model are heterogeneous.
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The serial correlation of disturbance components of the model was also tested. According
to the results in Table 11, the F-statistic of serial correlation equal to 2.892 was obtained.
Therefore, at the 90% level, the model has a serial correlation of disturbance components.

Table 10. The results of the variance heterogeneity test of the first research model.

Test X2 Statistic p-Value
Breusch-Pagan 135.640 0.000

Note: The zero assumption is the homogeneity variance.

Table 11. The results of the serial correlation test of the first research model.

Test F-Statistic p-Value

Wooldridge 2.892 0.000
Note: The null hypothesis is the absence of serial correlation.

The model specification test has been used to check the presence of omitted variables
in the model and the skewness of the results. The results of this test are presented in the
table below. According to the results of Table 12, the F-statistic of the Ramsey RESET test
is calculated to be 0.25, which is smaller than the F value in the table. Therefore, the null
hypothesis is accepted, indicating that the model has no omitted variables.

Table 12. The results of the specification test of the first research model.

Test F-Statistic p-Value

Ramsey RESET 0.250 0.859
Note: The null hypothesis does not have an omitted variable.

4.7.2. Estimation of the Second Research Model

The dependent variable of the second model is labor cost stickiness, a qualitative
variable of zero and one. Therefore, logistic regression with random effects can be used
to estimate the model best according to integration and Hausman tests. The estimation
results of the second regression model of the research are shown in Table 13. The variable
coefficient of CEO power is equal to —0.724 and has been obtained with 99% confidence. In
this way, with the increase of one unit of the CEO power variable, the cost of labor decreases
by 0.724%. Therefore, the second hypothesis of the research, that there is a negative and
significant relationship between the CEO’s power and labor cost stickiness, is confirmed
with 99% certainty.

Table 13. Estimation results of the second research model.

Variable Coefficient Standard Deviation Z Statistic p-Value
CEOPOWER —0.724 0.053 —13.700 0.000
FSIZE 0.280 0.600 0.470 0.640
MTB —0.099 0.245 —0.410 0.685
LEV —0.349 0.050 —7.050 0.000
ROA 4.962 14.435 0.340 0.731
ADI —12.716 63.409 —0.200 0.843
AGE —0.148 0.110 —1.350 0.178
Cons —5.199 12.634 —0.410 0.685

Obs 188

Wald test 61.340 0.000
Normality of Resid 0.871

Among the research control variables, financial leverage, with a coefficient equal to
—0.349 and 99% confidence, is the factor that reduces labor cost stickiness. Other control
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variables, including company size, growth opportunities, return on assets, advertising
intensity, and company age, are insignificant and do not affect labor cost stickiness. The
effect of virtual variables of year and industry on the regression model was considered.

We also examined the normality of the disturbance component, and the probability level
was 0.871, which indicates that the disturbance components have a normal distribution.

According to the results obtained in Table 14, the chi-square statistic was equal to 0.12,
which is smaller than the chi-square value in the table, and the null hypothesis, which indi-
cates the homogeneity of variance, is accepted. Therefore, the disturbance components of
the variance model are identical. Similarly, the serial correlation of disturbance components
of the model was also tested. According to the results obtained in Table 15, the F-statistic of
the serial correlation was equal to 502/613. As a result, at the 99% level, the model has a
serial correlation of disturbance components.

Table 14. The results of the variance heterogeneity test of the second research model.

Test X2 Statistic p-Value
Breusch-Pagan 0.120 0.732

Note: The zero assumption is the homogeneity variance.

Table 15. The results of the serial correlation test of the second research model.

Test X2 Statistic p-Value
Wooldridge 502.613 0.000

Note: The null hypothesis is the absence of serial correlation.

The model specification test has been used to check the presence of omitted variables
in the model and the skewness of the results. The results of this test are presented in the
table below. According to Table 16, the F-statistic of the reset code test was 2.08, which is
smaller than the table’s F value. As a result, the null hypothesis, which indicates that the
model does not have omitted variables, is accepted.

Table 16. The results of the specification test of the second research model.

Test F-Statistic p-Value

Ramsey RESET 2.080 0.105
Note: The null hypothesis does not have an omitted variable.

4.7.3. Estimation of the Third Research Model

According to the results of integration and Hausman test, for the best estimation of
the third model, the regression method with fixed effects should be used. The estimation
results of this model are presented in Table 17. The width obtained from the origin for the
third model is equal to 3.401 and with 95% confidence. The variable coefficient of CEO
power, with 99% confidence, is equal to 0.179. Therefore, by increasing CEO power by one
unit, the company’s value increases by 0.179%. In this way, the third hypothesis of the
research, that there is a positive and significant relationship between the CEO’s power and
the company’s value, is accepted with 99% confidence.

Among the control variables of the research, the variable of growth opportunities with
a coefficient equal to 0.495 and 99% confidence and the age variable of the company with a
coefficient equal to 0.314 and 99% confidence are the factors that increase the company’s
value. On the contrary, the variable of financial leverage, with a coefficient equal to —3.804
and at a confidence level of 99%, reduces the company’s value. Other control variables
of the research, including company size, return on assets, and advertising intensity, are
insignificant and do not affect the company’s value. The effect of virtual variables of year
and industry on the regression model was considered.
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Table 17. Estimation results of the third research model.
Variable Coefficient Standard Deviation t Statistic p-Value

CEOPOWER 0.179 0.051 3.520 0.000
FSIZE 0.080 0.055 —1.460 0.146
MTB 0.495 0.025 19.690 0.000
LEV —3.804 0.425 —8.960 0.000
ROA 0.508 0.683 0.740 0.458
ADI 1.630 2.317 0.590 0.558
AGE 0.314 0.059 5.300 0.000
Cons 3.401 1.360 2.500 0.013

Obs 188

R2 0.439

F Test 60.020 0.000
Normality of Resid 0.103

After considering the model based on the fixed effects method, we checked the normal-
ity of the disturbance component. The probability level for this test was calculated as 0.103.
As a result, the model’s residuals have a normal distribution. Therefore, conventional tests
Z,t, F etc. can be used.

In addition, the variance of the disturbance component heterogeneity was investigated.
According to the results of Table 18, the chi-square statistic was calculated to be equal to
367.32, which is greater than the chi-square value in the table. The null hypothesis, which
indicates the homogeneity of variance, was rejected at the 99% confidence level. Therefore,
the disturbance components of the variance model are heterogeneous.

Table 18. The results of the variance heterogeneity test of the third research model.

Test X2 Statistic p-Value

Breusch-Pagan 0.120 0.732
Note: The zero assumption is the homogeneity variance.

Also, the model’s serial correlation of disturbance components has been tested. Ac-
cording to the results obtained in Table 19, the F-statistic of the serial correlation equal to
4.103 has been obtained, which is greater than the F value in the table. Therefore, the model
has a serial correlation of disturbance components.

Table 19. The results of the serial correlation test of the third research model.

Test X2 Statistic p-Value
Wooldridge 502.613 0.000

Note: The null hypothesis is the absence of serial correlation.

The results of the model specification test to check the presence of omitted variables in
the model and the skewness of the results are presented in the table below. According to
the results of Table 20, the F-statistic of the Ramsey RESET test was 1.66, which is smaller
than the F value of the table. As a result, the null hypothesis that the model does not have
omitted variables is accepted.

Table 20. The results of the specification test of the third research model.

Test F-Statistic p-Value
Ramsey RESET 2.080 0.105

Note: The null hypothesis does not have an omitted variable.
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4.7 4. Estimation of the Fourth Research Model

According to the results of integration and Hausman test, for the best estimation of
the fourth model, the regression method with fixed effects should be used. The estimation
results of this model are presented in Table 21. The dependent variable of the fourth model
is the company’s value. The width obtained from the origin for the fourth model is equal to
2.734 with 95% confidence. The variable coefficient of labor cost adhesion was obtained at
0.052 with 99% confidence. Therefore, with the increase of one unit of labor cost stickiness,
the company’s value increases by 0.052%. In this way, the fourth research hypothesis that
there is a positive and significant relationship between labor cost stickiness and company
value is accepted with 99% certainty.

Table 21. Results of estimation of the fourth research model.

Variable Coefficient Standard Deviation t Statistic p-Value
LCS 0.052 0.011 4.730 0.000
FSIZE —0.076 0.055 —1.380 0.171
MTB 0.495 0.025 19.580 0.000
LEV —3.717 0.420 —8.850 0.000
ROA 0.464 0.685 0.680 0.499
ADI 0.013 0.005 2.620 0.009
AGE 0.023 0.023 1.010 0.314
Cons 2.734 1.263 2.160 0.032
Obs 188
R2 0.451
F Test 59.300 0.000
Normality of Resid 0.344

Among the control variables of the research, the variable of growth opportunities with
a coefficient equal to 0.495 and 99% confidence and the variable of advertising intensity with
a coefficient equal to 0.013 and 99% confidence are the factors that increase the company’s
value. On the contrary, the variable of financial leverage, with a coefficient equal to —3.717
and at the confidence level of 99%, causes a decrease in the company’s value. Other control
variables of the research, including company size, return on assets, and company age, are
insignificant and have no effect on company value. The effect of virtual variables of year
and industry on the regression model was considered.

According to the obtained results, the probability level for the normality test of the
disturbance component was calculated as 0.344. Therefore, the residuals of the model have
a normal distribution.

After being able to estimate the model, the researcher investigated the variance of the
disturbance component heterogeneity. According to the calculated results in Table 22, the
chi-square statistic was 376.16, which is more significant than the chi-square value in the
table, and the null hypothesis of equal variance is rejected at the 99% confidence level. As a
result, the disturbance components of the variance model are heterogeneous. The serial
correlation of disturbance components of the model was tested. According to the calculated
results in Table 23, the F-statistic of serial correlation was equal to 4.021. As a result, at 90%,
the model has a serial correlation of disturbance components.

Table 22. The results of the variance heterogeneity test of the fourth research model.

Test X2 Statistic p-Value
Breusch-Pagan 376.160 0.000

Note: The zero assumption is the homogeneity variance.
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Table 23. The results of the serial correlation test of the fourth research model.

Test X2 Statistic p-Value
Wooldridge 4.021 0.054

Note: The null hypothesis is the absence of serial correlation.

The model specification test has been used to check the presence of omitted variables
in the model and the skewness of the results. The results of this test are presented in
the table below. According to the results of Table 24, the F-statistic of the reset code was
obtained equal to 1.64, which is smaller than the F value of the table. As a result, the null
hypothesis that the model does not have omitted variables will be accepted.

Table 24. The results of the specification test of the fourth research model.

Test F-Statistic p-Value

Ramsey RESET 1.640 0.178
Note: The null hypothesis does not have an omitted variable.

5. Discussion

The main objective of the current research is to examine the impact of the CEO’s power
on the labor force’s productivity and cost stickiness. In addition, this study aims to assess
the CEO’s power on the company’s value in Iraqi stock exchange companies.

Our findings indicate that CEO power is positively incorporated with labor produc-
tivity. It means that managers with more power have remarkable abilities to influence the
organization’s structure and processes, significantly impacting workforce productivity. In
addition, aligning with network theory’s specifications (Afridi et al. 2024), the constructive
interaction of CEOs with employees may play a critical role in improving work morale
and increasing employee participation to meet organizational goals. In this sense, prior
investigations also show a positive and significant relationship between the CEO’s power
and the workforce’s performance. Powerful CEOs are more likely to manage company re-
sources (including labor) more effectively, leading to higher labor productivity. The results
are aligned with the results of Breit et al. (2019), who identified that companies with more
powerful executives show higher labor productivity. Based on the organizational theory’s
framework, powerful CEOs implementing moral-based cultures may impact motivation,
decision making, and alignment of labor with organizational goals (Aliahmadi 2024; Afzali
et al. 2023). They also may improve labor productivity by focusing on individuals and
groups within organizations. This area looks at motivation, team dynamics, leadership,
communication, and conflict resolution.

In addition, the research results state a negative and significant relationship between
CEO power and the stickiness of labor costs. According to the game theory, managers
with more power may continuously adjust their business policies and financial strategies,
which is well known as a repeated game framework, to benefit from sustainability in
maintaining labor costs (Menon et al. 2000). Powerful CEOs often exhibit over-optimistic
behavior regarding future performance, leading them to resist necessary wage adjustments,
believing that the company will rebound quickly from any downturn. Such a mindset
can, therefore, prevent timely and necessary cost-cutting measures, reducing labor cost
stickiness (Zhai et al. 2023). According to another explanation, powerful CEOs may lead
organizations to maintain high labor costs even when adjustments are necessary, as they
may prioritize their own interests or those of their inner circles over cost efficiency (Guo
et al. 2021), reducing labor cost stickiness. Finally, powerful CEOs may resist organizational
structure or strategy changes that could lead to more flexible labor cost management and
lower labor cost stickiness (Li and Sun 2023). Their influence can create a culture that is
averse to making difficult decisions regarding workforce reductions or wage cuts, even
when market conditions warrant such actions.
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More analyses also indicate a positive and significant relationship between the CEO’s
power and the company’s value. This means those companies employing powerful CEOs
are more likely to enjoy greater firm value. Powerful CEOs can efficiently manage resources
and make decisions to improve the company’s performance, which aligns with the research
of Gan and Park (2017). To be more precise, powerful CEOs who hold substantial equity
in their companies have aligned interests with shareholders, motivating them to make
decisions that enhance firm value (Hamidlal and Harymawan 2021). CEOs empowered
with longer tenures accumulate extensive knowledge about the firm’s operations, culture,
and industry dynamics (Jelle 2016), enabling them to make informed decisions that can
enhance firm value. Based on the specifications of tournament theory, a high CEO salary,
as another indicator of powerful CEOs, can signal confidence in the company’s future
prospects. In this regard, tournament theory posits that promotions and rewards are often
based on relative performance rather than absolute performance in organizations. This
competitive framework incentivizes CEOs to outperform their peers. Powerful CEOs may
engage in behaviors that enhance corporate performance to win the tournament (Jiang
et al. 2024). Investors may interpret substantial compensation as an indication that the
board believes in the CEO’s ability to generate value for shareholders. This perception can
boost investor confidence and positively affect the firm’s stock price, thereby increasing its
market value (Brochet et al. 2021). In other words, effective compensation structures can
lead to better decision making by CEOs, reducing agency costs associated with misaligned
incentives and increasing firm value (Ning et al. 2024). Finally, when a CEO has significant
power, often reflected in their ability to influence board decisions, it can lead to a more
unified strategic direction, swift decision making, and the implementation of strategies that
enhance firm value. A powerful CEO can streamline processes and reduce bureaucratic
delays, allowing the firm to respond quickly to market changes and opportunities (Brahma
and Economou 2024).

Finally, the results show a positive and significant relationship between labor cost
stickiness and company value. The results that were obtained align with those of Garrison
et al. (2020), suggesting that increasing labor cost stickiness is likely to assist companies
in improving their performance and value. Firms with sticky labor costs tend to maintain
a predictable cost structure, facilitating better budgeting and financial forecasting. This
stability can enhance investor confidence and reduce perceived risk, potentially increasing
the firm’s market valuation (Chang et al. 2022). In addjition, a stable workforce minimizes
disruptions in production. Firms that retain employees during downturns can maintain
productivity levels, which is crucial for operational efficiency and value creation (Xu
et al. 2023). Sticky labor costs often correlate with lower turnover rates, allowing firms
to retain skilled employees. This retention is crucial for maintaining a competitive edge,
as experienced workers contribute significantly to innovation and customer satisfaction.
The ability to keep talent within the organization is linked to higher performance metrics
and market positioning (Gnoth et al. 2024). Firms with sticky labor costs are often better
equipped to absorb economic shocks without resorting to layoffs or drastic cost-cutting
measures. This resilience protects the firm’s reputation and maintains stakeholder trust,
which is vital for long-term value creation (Wang and Qiu 2023).

6. Conclusions
6.1. Practical Implications

According to the findings, several implications are proposed for organizations’ man-
agement, investors, and policymakers. Organizations are recommended to prioritize
appointing powerful CEOs with strong leadership skills and the ability to influence organi-
zational culture positively. Empowering these leaders can lead to improved workforce pro-
ductivity, as they can effectively manage resources and motivate employees. Furthermore,
companies should invest in training programs that enhance the strategic decision-making
capabilities of their CEOs. This training can focus on fostering managerial power and
leading constructive interactions with employees to boost morale and engagement.
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Firms should develop policies that allow more flexible labor cost management regard-
ing labor cost stickiness. This may involve training powerful CEOs to recognize necessary
adjustments, thus reducing labor cost stickiness. Implementing regular reviews of labor
costs can help identify areas for potential savings without sacrificing employee morale.
Empowering CEOs through aligning their compensation with performance metrics can
mitigate the risks associated with over-optimism. By linking incentives to realistic perfor-
mance outcomes, firms can encourage CEOs to make timely decisions regarding workforce
adjustments when needed.

Companies should encourage CEOs to adopt a long-term perspective in their strategic
planning. Powerful CEOs who understand market dynamics and possess extensive knowl-
edge about their organization can make informed decisions that enhance firm value over
time. Organizations should establish clear frameworks that allow powerful CEOs to make
swift decisions. Reducing bureaucratic delays enables firms to respond quickly to market
changes, enhancing competitive advantage and overall value.

Firm authorities are recommended to implement retention strategies that focus on
maintaining a stable workforce. This could include offering competitive salaries, benefits,
and career development opportunities that align with employee expectations, thus reducing
turnover rates. Creating an organizational culture that values employee contributions can
further enhance productivity. Encouraging open communication between management
and staff fosters an environment where employees feel valued and motivated to perform at
their best.

Policymakers are recommended to set clear guidelines on the scope and limits of CEO
power, ensuring accountability while enabling CEOs to act decisively to boost productivity.
They also can encourage policies that promote constructive CEO-employee engagement
through open communication channels, regular town halls, and feedback mechanisms to
enhance workforce morale and productivity. Policies encouraging regular assessments
of CEO tenure’s impact on company strategy may also ensure value creation through
experience and industry knowledge without stagnating growth. Succession plans should
be a part of this policy to ensure continuity without over-reliance on a single individual.

6.2. Limitations

Similar to other studies, the current paper is subjected to some limitations. Initially,
the employee models contained limited control variables controlling the potential impacts
of some variables in the regression. Other variables might have the potential to impact
the connections or patterns observed in the current study. In this regard, identifying these
other variables could suggest new avenues for future research. Moreover, Iraq lacks a
robust infrastructure for collecting and disseminating accurate and up-to-date economic
and financial data. National statistics and corporate financial disclosures are often outdated,
precluding researchers from investigating the latest financial reports. Additionally, many
accounting records are still paper-based or insufficiently documented, which limits data
access and impedes comprehensive analyses in this region.

6.3. Future Research Directions

To tackle the study’s limitations, we propose that researchers in similar contexts,
like Iran and other countries located in the Middle East, conduct similar investigations
with the latest data and a larger sample. Moreover, as it is documented in the literature
that firm characteristics are likely to determine auditors’ performance (Salehi et al. 2019a)
and pricing behavior (Daemigah 2020a), future researchers are highly recommended to
extend the current literature by investigating the impact of CEOs” power on audit—client
negotiations. Finally, as environmental factors, such as the financial crisis (Salehi et al.
2019b) and intense competition in the market (Tavakoli and Daemi Gah 2024), are assessed
as influential factors on corporate performance and decisions, investigating the moderating
role of CEOs’ power in streamlining the repercussions of these factors may significantly
improve our knowledge.
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