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Abstract: Factors such as mechanical deformation and temperature changes lead to phase mismatch
in optical parametric amplification systems, impacting energy stability. A phase compensation
method via the linear electro-optic effect can overcome this limitation. Phase mismatch compensation
characteristics were simulated via the linear electro-optic effect in 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-
deuterated DKDP. This method was applied to OPA systems to verify its feasibility. The results
show that the temperature acceptance bandwidth of 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated
DKDP can be ~1.75 and ~2 times larger, respectively, than that of the OPA without compensation.
Moreover, the angle acceptance bandwidth of 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP can
be ~2 times larger than that of the OPA without compensation. The abovementioned method can
facilitate the compensation of phase mismatch within a range and can be widely used in OPA and
optical parametric chirped pulse amplification systems to improve laser stability.

Keywords: OPA; phase compensation; linear electro-optic effect; DKDP

1. Introduction

Since the optical parametric chirped pulse amplification (OPCPA) technology has
been proposed [1], further developments have been achieved in the field of high-power
lasers. For example, assorted OPCPA systems have been designed and constructed [2,3]. A
quintessential system is the SG-II 5-PW laser facility [4], containing three optical parametric
amplification (OPA) stages. The final energy of its compressed pulses can reach 150 J with
a pulse duration of 30 fs, corresponding to a peak power of 5 PW. Indeed, BBO crystals
are used in a preamplifier because of their high nonlinear coefficient and optical aperture.
Moreover, amplifiers of LBO and YCOB crystals are generally used as main amplifiers at
later stages [5–8]. LBO, YCOB, KDP, and DKDP nonlinear crystals are the best candidates
for OPCPA systems [9–11]. LBO and YCOB crystals have strong nonlinearity; however,
when subject to the current crystal growth technology, only crystals with diameters less
than 150 and 70 mm, respectively, can be obtained. In a typical PW-level high-power
laser facility, the beam diameter of a last-stage amplifier is usually more than 50 mm, and
the diameter requirements for a 5-PW-level or 10-PW-level laser facility are more than
50 mm. Despite the fact that KDP and DKDP crystals display weak nonlinearity, they
are the only crystals that can be grown to an aperture of 300 mm or more [12]. Therefore,
they are promising nonlinear crystals used in main amplifiers in OPCPA laser systems.
For an optical parametric amplifier pumped at 527 nm, KDP and DKDP crystals can
achieve wide gain bandwidths at a wavelength of 910 nm. The Russian XCELS facility
is an OPCPA system based on DKDP at the wavelength of 910 nm. Highly deuterated
DKDP crystals can achieve a broad parametric bandwidth at 800 nm [13]. Especially
in 95%-deuterated DKDP, parametric bandwidths of 800 nm wavelength can reach >35
and >50 nm with pump pulse at 532 and 527 nm, respectively. However, the idlers in
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some OPA systems are in the absorption region of the DKDP crystal, and the DKDP
is a temperature-sensitive crystal. Especially in some high-repetition ultra-intense laser
systems, the temperature of DKDP crystals gradually rises, resulting in phase mismatch.
Moreover, the mechanical deformation can also cause phase mismatch in large laser systems.
OPA progress conversion efficiency varies with the phase mismatch. We present a phase
mismatch compensation method to minimize the effects of temperature and mechanical
deformation. DKDP crystals are used as nonlinear and electro-optic crystals in the OPA
system. The electro-optic effect can change the refractive index to compensate for the phase
mismatch caused by temperature change or mechanical deformation [14]. In this study,
a 1064 nm OPA system is adopted to verify the feasibility of this method. This method
has universal applicability in OPA systems at different wavelengths, and it can be used to
improve the stability of OPCPA systems.

2. Phase Mismatch Compensation Simulation

The linear electro-optic effect can change the refractive index of a crystal; therefore,
phase mismatch can be compensated via the linear electro-optic effect. In particular, DKDP
crystals have sensitive electro-optic effects because of a high value of the electro-optic
coefficient. Measurements of the electro-optic coefficient of DKDP have been previously
reported. The relationship between the deuterium content (D) and linear electro-optic coef-
ficient (γ63) is γ63 = −9.789− 16.53D [15]. According to the principle of linear electro-optic
effect and DKDP crystal refractive index ellipsoid equation, the new principle polarization
axes x’ and y’ are rotated 45◦ around the z-axis from the original polarization axes with a
constant electric field applied to DKDP along the z-direction, and thus [16]

nx′ = nx +
1
2

n3
xγ63Ez, (1)

ny′ = ny −
1
2

n3
yγ63Ez, (2)

nz′ = nz, (3)

where the nx and ny are equal to ordinary refractive index no, nz is the extraordinary
refractive index ne, γ63 is the electro-optic coefficient, and Ez is electric field intensity (given
by V/d, where d is thickness along the z-direction). The temperature behavior of the
refractive index is described using dn/dT. Refractive index with respect to temperature is
given as dno/dT ∼ −3× 10−5T−1 and dne/dT ∼ −2× 10−5T−1 [17].

In this study, the 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP were selected
as the research objects. Since the injected signal energy is relatively high, and in order to
display the acceptable bandwidth, we define the conversion efficiency as ∆Esignal/Epump.
∆Esignal and Epump respectively represent the increased energy of the signal and the input
pump energy. To compare the effects on OPA conversion efficiency before and after
compensation, the conversion efficiencies in the corresponding case were simulated and
are shown in Figure 1. The crystal size is 20 mm × 20 mm × 30 mm (crystal length is
30 mm), the pump intensity and signal intensity are ~2 and ~1 GW/cm2, respectively. The
wavelengths of the pump laser and signal laser are 532 nm and 1064 nm, respectively. In the
process of OPA based on 70%-deuterated DKDP crystal, the phase-matching angle (θ) and
non-collinear angle (α) are 38.20 and 0.898◦, respectively. For the 95%-deuterated DKDP
crystal, the phase-matching angle (θ) and non-collinear angle (α) are 36.95 and 0.928◦,
respectively. Figure 1a,b shows the temperature-dependent OPA conversion efficiencies of
70%-deuterated and 95%-deuterated DKDP. After the temperature changes, an optimal
voltage value is selected to compensate for the phase mismatch. The voltage value of
10 kV can compensate for the phase mismatch caused by a temperature change of ~5 and
~6 ◦C for 70%-deuterated and 95%-deuterated DKDP, respectively. Figure 2a,b shows
the angle-dependent OPA conversion efficiencies of 70%-deuterated and 95%-deuterated
DKDP. The phase mismatch is also compensated using an optimal voltage value. The
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voltage value of 10 kV can compensate for a phase mismatch caused by ~0.02 and ~0.03◦

angle changes for 70%-deuterated and 95%-deuterated DKDP, respectively.
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Figure 3 shows the phase mismatch compensation voltage versus the temperature
and angle changes. Compared with the 95%-deuterated DKDP, the 70%-deuterated DKDP
requires a higher voltage value to compensate for phase mismatch. It can be seen from
Equation (1) that the change of refractive index is

∆n =
1
2

n3
oγ63E. (4)
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Here, we define ξ = n3
oγ63. According to previous works, the ξ values of 70%-

deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP are ~71.10 pm/V and ~84.82 pm/V, re-
spectively. Therefore, the 95%-deuterated DKDP requires a lower voltage for phase mis-
match compensation.

3. Experimental Setup and Results

The phase compensation method was applied to an OPA system to verify the feasibility
of the method. The experimental setup is shown in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. Phase compensation experimental setup. SHG: LBO crystal with the size of 4 mm × 4 mm × 15 mm; yellow line
represents pulses at 1064 nm; green line represents pulses at 532 nm.

The pump source was a 1 kHz Nd:YAG picosecond laser exhibiting a pulse en-
ergy of >5 mJ at 1064 with a pulse duration of ~35 ps. Since the repetition rate of the
laser was 1 kHz, the corresponding single pulse energy could be calculated by measur-
ing the laser power with a power meter. The beam diameter of the laser was ~2 mm
(1/e2 level). A small fraction (~1 mJ) was used as signal pulses (corresponding peak power
was ~1 GW/cm2). The remaining part was subsequently frequency-doubled and delivered
to DKDP amplifiers. The pump energy was 2 mJ at 532 nm (corresponding peak power
was ~2 GW/cm2). The 70%-deuterated DKDP crystal used in the system was cut into the
size of 20 mm × 20 mm × 30 mm (crystal length is 30 mm) for critically phase-matched
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Type I (θ = 38.2◦, α = 0.898◦). After the 70%-deuterated DKDP amplifier, the output energy
was 1.8 mJ. The 95%-deuterated DKDP crystal used in the system was cut into the size of
20 mm × 20 mm × 30 mm (crystal length is 30 mm) for critically phase-matched Type I
(θ = 36.95◦, α = 0.928◦). After the 95%-deuterated DKDP amplifier, the output energy was
~1.7 mJ. The direction of the applied electric field in the experiment was along the cutting
direction of DKDP (Figure 3); thus,

Ez = E · sinθ. (5)

where E and Ez are the applied electric field and the electric field along the z-axis, re-
spectively. θ is the phase-matching angle of DKDP. The maximum output voltage for the
DC voltage generator is ~10 kV. Due to γ63 � γ52 and γ63 � γ41, we can ignore the
electro-optic effects caused by the electric fields in the x and y directions. Therefore, the
refractive index can be described by formulas (1)–(3).

To study the temperature-sensitive characteristics of DKDP, a hot air blower and a
thermoelectric cooler (TEC) were used to change and stabilize the crystal temperature. The
hot air blower can quickly help the crystal change temperature. A TEC was placed on
the bottom of the crystal, and the temperature sensor was placed on the top of the crystal,
allowing the TEC to be heated or cooled automatically by measuring the current crystal
temperature. After the temperature changed, an optimal DC voltage was applied to the
DKDP to compensate for the phase mismatch caused by the temperature changes.

Figure 5 shows the OPA efficiencies obtained via DKDP versus temperature and
compensation voltage. The temperature compensation ranges were −4 to +4 ◦C and −5
to +5 ◦C for 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP, respectively. Moreover,
with the temperature change of 1 ◦C, the compensation voltage values required for 70%-
deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP were ~2.3 and ~1.9 kV, respectively. The
acceptance bandwidth can be defined by the full width at half maximum (FWHM). The
temperature acceptance bandwidth (FWHM) of 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated
DKDP can reach ~14 and ~16 ◦C, respectively, which is ~1.75 times and ~2 times larger
than that of OPA without compensation.
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Figure 5. Experimental OPA efficiencies obtained via (a) 70%- and (b) 95%-deuterated DKDP versus temperature and
compensation voltage. Line A represents the OPA efficiency without compensation, Line B indicates OPA efficiency where
the phase mismatch is compensated, and Line C represents the compensation voltage.

To study the angle-sensitive characteristics of DKDP, a high-precision rotation stage
was used to change the phase-matching angle. The high-precision rotation stage provided
precise, fine rotation for the DKDP crystal. The phase-matching angle could be smoothly
and continuously rotated by the rotation stage, and then a corresponding DC voltage was
applied to the DKDP to compensate for the phase mismatch.
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Figure 6 shows the OPA efficiencies obtained via DKDP versus rotation angle and
compensation voltage. The rotation angle compensation ranges were approximately −0.03
to +0.03◦ and approximately−0.04 to +0.04◦ for 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated
DKDP, respectively. Moreover, with the angle change of 0.01◦, the compensation voltage
values required for 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP were ~3 and ~2.4 kV,
respectively. The angle acceptance bandwidth (FWHM) of 70%-deuterated DKDP and
95%-deuterated DKDP can reach ~0.1 and ~0.12◦, respectively, which is ~2 times larger
than that of OPA without compensation.
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Figure 7 shows the perfect compensation voltage versus temperature and angle in the
experiment. The 70%-deuterated DKDP compensation voltage changed more evidently
concerning temperature and angle. There are two main reasons: the refractive index of
DKDP with a higher deuteration rate is less sensitive to temperature and angle changes;
the electro-optic coefficient of DKDP with a higher deuteration rate is larger. Thus, the
70%-deuterated DKDP compensation voltage slopes with respect to temperature and angle
change were larger than those for the 95%-deuterated DKDP.
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4. Discussion

Through the above analysis and experiments, we have proved that this method can
compensate for the phase mismatch well. However, the temperature and angle compensa-
tion bandwidth are limited by the maximum value of the applied electric field. Therefore,
a higher voltage value generator can achieve a wider temperature and angle acceptance
bandwidth. The voltage applied to the crystal cannot be infinite, because excessive voltage
will cause the crystal to be broken down, which also limits the compensation range of
this method. This is especially obvious on small-diameter crystals. For large-diameter
nonlinear crystals, a metal conductive coating can be added to the end face of the crys-
tal. The uniform electric field will be generated after the voltage is applied. Moreover,
electrode plate production is a relatively mature technology, and an external electrode
plate can also be used to generate the electric field. The external electrode plate can also
withstand a larger breakdown voltage, which is also more conducive to achieving a wider
compensation bandwidth.

In the temperature-induced phase mismatch compensation experiment, the tempera-
ture inside the crystal was uniform. This method can compensate for phase mismatch very
well. However, in some cases, the temperature in the crystal will not be uniform, and the
compensation range will be further limited at this time. To overcome the impact of this
situation, we can use multiple electrode plates to create different electric fields along the
crystal to compensate for each part. Moreover, the phase mismatch compensation method
can be widely used in optical parametric amplification systems such as BBO, DKDP, KDP,
and LBO.

5. Conclusions

In summary, a method for phase mismatch compensation capable of improving the
stability of OPA laser systems was described in this study. This method can accurately
compensate for the phase mismatch caused by factors such as temperature changes and
mechanical deformation (angle changes). The phase mismatch compensation characteristics
via linear electro-optic effect in 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP were
simulated. Temperature- and angle-insensitive OPA was demonstrated experimentally.
The temperature range compensations of −4 to +4 ◦C and −5 to +5 ◦C were achieved
for 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP, respectively. The temperature
acceptance bandwidths (FWHM) of 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP
were significantly widened. The rotating angle range compensations of −0.03 to +0.03◦

and −0.04–+0.04◦ were achieved for 70%-deuterated DKDP and 95%-deuterated DKDP,
respectively. The angle acceptance bandwidth (FWHM) of 70%-deuterated DKDP and
95%-deuterated DKDP can be ~2 times larger than that of OPA without compensation.

In general, this method was effective in using the electro-optic effect to accurately
compensate for the phase mismatch in OPA systems. This technology has a significant
application in high-repetition and high-power OPCPA laser systems.
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