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Abstract: Laser exhibition technology has been widely used in the virtual environment of exhibitions
and shows, as well as in the physical conference and exhibition centers. However, the speckle issue
due to the high coherence of laser sources has caused harmful impacts on image quality, which is one
of the obstacles to exhibition effects. In this paper, we design a compact Nd:YAG/PPMgLN laser
module at 561.5 nm and use two different types of big-core multi-mode fibers to lower the spatial
coherence. According to our experiment, the speckle contrasts relating to these two types reduce to
7.9% and 4.1%, respectively. The results of this paper contribute to improving the application effects
of key optical components in the exhibitions. Only in this way can we provide technical supports
and service guarantee for the development of the exhibition activities, and an immersive interactive
experience for the audiences.

Keywords: exhibitions; laser; speckle suppression; fiber; Nd:YAG/PPMgLN crystal

1. Introduction

With the rapid development of information and communication technologies (ICTs),
audiences’ demands for audio-visual effects have gradually increased. This has led to
obvious shifts in product content, key technologies, business models and application
scenarios in the exhibition industry [1,2]. According to current studies, the requirements
of exhibitions and shows cannot be met adequately by means of traditional photo-electric
technologies while modern forms of exhibitions and shows have made some headway by
virtue of optical techniques, computer techniques, landscape design and art media [3,4].
Laser exhibition technology combines exhibition scenes with virtual illusions and reality
by means of the coordination and adjustment of light, which provides a more attractive,
stunning and realistic effect for the audiences on the spot [5]. Laser exhibition technology
integrates holographic techniques and gesture control technology, realizing the interaction
of humans and exhibits and audience-stereoscopic images [6,7].

Under the influence of laser technologies, breakthroughs in artistic exhibitions have
been achieved. However, there still remain key technological issues to be solved, such
as laser sources, optical coupling, laser speckles, as well as color restoration and correc-
tion [8,9]. In this paper, we design a novel Nd:YAG/PPMgLN laser source module at
561.5 nm and use two different types of big-core multi-mode fibers to suppress the speckle
effect, in order to achieve a better exhibition effect for visitors and audiences and promote
the development of the conference and exhibition industry.
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2. Nd:YAG/PPMgLN Module at 561.5 nm
2.1. Properties of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN Module

The PPMgLN crystal is one of the most effective non-linear media, which can turn a near-
infrared fundamental laser into visible light based on the double-frequency method [10–13].
The physical picture and the schematic drawing of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN module at
561.5 nm are shown in Figure 1. This module is very simple, compact and efficient [14].
Here, the novel module consists of a PPMgLN crystal, an Nd:YAG gain medium, a silicon
wafer, and an aluminum housing. The well-designed coating of this module directly
adheres to the facets of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN crystal. The length of the Nd:YAG crystal
is 3 mm. The left facet (Min) of the Nd:YAG crystal has a high-reflection (HR) coating
at 1123.0 nm and a high-transmittance (HT) coating at 808.0, 1064.0 and 1319.0 nm. The
right facet has an HR coating at 561.5 nm and an HT coating at 946.0, 1064.0, 1123.0 and
1319.0 nm.

Photonics 2022, 9, x FOR PEER REVIEW 2 of 9 
 

 

2. Nd:YAG/PPMgLN Module at 561.5 nm 
2.1. Properties of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN Module 

The PPMgLN crystal is one of the most effective non-linear media, which can turn a 
near-infrared fundamental laser into visible light based on the double-frequency method 
[10–13]. The physical picture and the schematic drawing of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN module 
at 561.5 nm are shown in Figure 1. This module is very simple, compact and efficient [14]. 
Here, the novel module consists of a PPMgLN crystal, an Nd:YAG gain medium, a silicon 
wafer, and an aluminum housing. The well-designed coating of this module directly ad-
heres to the facets of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN crystal. The length of the Nd:YAG crystal is 3 
mm. The left facet (Min) of the Nd:YAG crystal has a high-reflection (HR) coating at 1123.0 
nm and a high-transmittance (HT) coating at 808.0, 1064.0 and 1319.0 nm. The right facet 
has an HR coating at 561.5 nm and an HT coating at 946.0, 1064.0, 1123.0 and 1319.0 nm. 

 
Figure 1. The physical picture (left) and the schematic drawing (right) of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN 
module. 

The length of the PPMgLN crystal is 2 mm. The left facet of the PPMgLN crystal has 
an HT coating at 561.5, 946.0, 1064.0, 1123.0 and 1319.0 nm. The right facet (Mout) has an 
HR coating at 1123.0 nm and an HT coating at 561.5, 946.0, 1064.0 and 1319.0 nm. The 
module is directly pumped by a 3 W c-mount LD, and the output power at 561.5 nm is 
250 mW at the pump power of 2.5 W with the conversion efficiency of 10%. 

2.2. Spectral Characteristic of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN Laser 
Spectral characteristics are the key parameter for speckle analysis. In theory, for the 

constant fundamental light and the plane wave, the doubled-frequency efficiency η can 
be written as: 

2sin
2
kLcη Δ ∝  

 
 (1)
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Figure 1. The physical picture (left) and the schematic drawing (right) of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN module.

The length of the PPMgLN crystal is 2 mm. The left facet of the PPMgLN crystal has
an HT coating at 561.5, 946.0, 1064.0, 1123.0 and 1319.0 nm. The right facet (Mout) has an
HR coating at 1123.0 nm and an HT coating at 561.5, 946.0, 1064.0 and 1319.0 nm. The
module is directly pumped by a 3 W c-mount LD, and the output power at 561.5 nm is
250 mW at the pump power of 2.5 W with the conversion efficiency of 10%.

2.2. Spectral Characteristic of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN Laser

Spectral characteristics are the key parameter for speckle analysis. In theory, for the
constant fundamental light and the plane wave, the doubled-frequency efficiency η can be
written as:

η ∝ sin c2
(

∆kL
2

)
(1)

L is the length of the PPMgLN crystal. ∆k is the phase mismatch factor for quasi-phase-
matching, which is written as:

∆k = 2π

[
n(λ2ω, T)

λ2ω
− n(λω, T)

λω
− 1

Λ

]
(2)

λω and λ2ω are the wavelengths of the fundamental light and frequency-doubled
light. n, Λ and T are the refractive index, period and temperature of the PPMgLN crystal,
respectively. The Sellmeier equation for the PPMgLN crystal [15] is:

n2(λ, T) = 5.319725 + 4.753496 × 10−7 f + 0.09147285+3.310965×10−8 f
λ2−0.31650082 + 100.2028+2.760513×10−5 f

λ2−11.376392 − 1.497046 × 10−2λ2 (3)
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f is the temperature parameter, and it can be described as follows:

f = (T − 24.5)(T + 470.82) (4)

When the PPMgLN length is 2 mm, the direct relationship between the normalized
efficiency and the fundamental wavelength is calculated and is shown in Figure 2. The
black line represents the theoretical calculation of the normalized efficiency versus the fun-
damental wavelength. The red line is the actually measured spectrum of the fundamental
light. From the viewpoint of theory, the acceptance band-width at 1123.0 nm is 1.2 nm,
i.e., 1122.4–1123.6 nm. Therefore, the spectral line-width of the frequency-doubled light at
561.5 nm is 0.6 nm, i.e., 561.2–561.8 nm.

Photonics 2022, 9, x FOR PEER REVIEW 3 of 9 
 

 

f is the temperature parameter, and it can be described as follows: 

( )( )24.5 470.82f T T= − +  (4)

When the PPMgLN length is 2 mm, the direct relationship between the normalized 
efficiency and the fundamental wavelength is calculated and is shown in Figure 2. The 
black line represents the theoretical calculation of the normalized efficiency versus the 
fundamental wavelength. The red line is the actually measured spectrum of the funda-
mental light. From the viewpoint of theory, the acceptance band-width at 1123.0 nm is 1.2 
nm, i.e., 1122.4–1123.6 nm. Therefore, the spectral line-width of the frequency-doubled 
light at 561.5 nm is 0.6 nm, i.e., 561.2–561.8 nm. 

 
Figure 2. The normalized efficiency versus the fundamental wavelength (black line) and the actually 
measured spectrum of the fundamental light (red line). 

In our experiment, the actual fundamental line-width at 1123.0 nm is only 0.6 nm, 
i.e., 1122.7–1123.3 nm. Therefore, the corresponding line-width at 561.5 nm is only 0.3 nm, 
i.e., 561.35–561.65 nm. The coherence time (τc) and coherence length (Lc) at 561.5 nm can 
be written as: 

2
0

cL
λ

λ
=

Δ
 (5)

2
0 1c

c
L
c c

λτ
λ

= =
Δ

 (6)

c, λ0 and Δλ are the speed of light, the wavelength and the spectral line-width at 561.5 
nm in a vacuum, respectively. The coherence length and coherence time at 561.5 nm are 
1.05 mm and 3.5 ps, respectively. Here, the fundamental wavelength is fixed, so it is not 
easy to widen the line-width at 561.5 nm with only one PPMgLN crystal to decrease the 
temporal coherence [16]. 

3. Laser Speckle 
When the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN laser beam at 561.5 nm irradiates an imaging plate, un-

even intensity distribution can be shown in Figure 3. The bright spots are the interference 
enhancement of diffuse reflections in each small rough facet of the imaging plate, while 
the dark spots are the destructive interference of coherent light. We obtain the laser illu-
mination image by a CCD camera and its 3D intensity distribution is analyzed by 
MATLAB. The standard deviation and the mean value of the illumination image can be 
calculated, and their ratio reflects the speckle contrast. Speckle contrast is 46.2%. Obvi-
ously, the light intensity distribution is very uneven. The relative intensity ratio has 
changed from 25 to 250, and the difference ratio is 225. 

1116 1118 1120 1122 1124 1126 1128 1130
0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

N
or

m
al

iz
ed

 In
te

ns
iy

, a
rb

. u
ni

ts

Wavelength, nm

 Theoretical Spectrum
 Experimental Spectrum

Figure 2. The normalized efficiency versus the fundamental wavelength (black line) and the actually
measured spectrum of the fundamental light (red line).

In our experiment, the actual fundamental line-width at 1123.0 nm is only 0.6 nm, i.e.,
1122.7–1123.3 nm. Therefore, the corresponding line-width at 561.5 nm is only 0.3 nm, i.e.,
561.35–561.65 nm. The coherence time (τc) and coherence length (Lc) at 561.5 nm can be
written as:

Lc =
λ0

2

∆λ
(5)

τc =
Lc

c
=

λ0
2

∆λ

1
c

(6)

c, λ0 and ∆λ are the speed of light, the wavelength and the spectral line-width at
561.5 nm in a vacuum, respectively. The coherence length and coherence time at 561.5 nm
are 1.05 mm and 3.5 ps, respectively. Here, the fundamental wavelength is fixed, so it is not
easy to widen the line-width at 561.5 nm with only one PPMgLN crystal to decrease the
temporal coherence [16].

3. Laser Speckle

When the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN laser beam at 561.5 nm irradiates an imaging plate,
uneven intensity distribution can be shown in Figure 3. The bright spots are the interference
enhancement of diffuse reflections in each small rough facet of the imaging plate, while the
dark spots are the destructive interference of coherent light. We obtain the laser illumination
image by a CCD camera and its 3D intensity distribution is analyzed by MATLAB. The
standard deviation and the mean value of the illumination image can be calculated, and
their ratio reflects the speckle contrast. Speckle contrast is 46.2%. Obviously, the light
intensity distribution is very uneven. The relative intensity ratio has changed from 25 to
250, and the difference ratio is 225.
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In the field of laser exhibitions, speckle can lead to the partial loss of image information
and the reduction of image resolution [17]. In order to improve the visitors’ experience, it
is necessary to suppress the laser speckle by means of laser technology. There are three
ways to eliminate the laser speckle: (a) by reducing the temporal coherence; (b) by reducing
spatial coherence; and (c) by dynamic superposing multiple images [18,19]. In 2016,
Z. Xin reported an efficient, wide line-width and speckle-reduced green output by second
harmonic generation with a multiple LBO crystal cascade [16]. When three-crystal cascade
was used, the acceptance band-width at 1064 nm reaches 8 nm with a high conversion
efficiency of 30.5%. The wider line-width of the green laser can further reduce the temporal
coherence and eliminate the laser speckle.

The introduction of a multi-mode fiber is also an effective method to weaken laser
speckle. It is also beneficial to laser transmission with less energy loss [20–22]. By meticu-
lously changing the core diameter and the numerical aperture of the gradient-index fiber,
the phase differences between each mode may vary randomly over time. Therefore, the
“boiling” speckle pattern also alters over time and superimposes on the receiving screen [23].
Due to vision persistence of human eyes, the intensity superposition of multiple speckle
patterns can reduce the speckle contrast effectively. In 2019, Y. Yoon used a diamond/KBr
diffuser coupled with a multi-mode fiber to reduce the speckle noise of a tunable external
cavity quantum cascade lasers [24]. In this paper, we use two different types of big-core
multi-mode fibers to lower the spatial coherence of the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN laser at 561.5 nm.

4. Speckle-Suppressed Technology Based on Multi-Mode Fibers
4.1. Experimental Setup of Speckle-Suppressed Technology Based on Multi-Mode Fibers

We employ two types of big-core multi-mode fibers to reduce speckle contrast. The
experimental setup includes an Nd:YAG/PPMgLN laser at 561.5 nm, a coupling lens,
a multi-mode fiber, an imaging plate and a CCD camera (FT-CS140H, Fortune Techno.
Ltd., Shenzhen, China) as shown in Figure 4. The laser at 561.5 nm is coupled in the
multi-mode fiber by the coupling lens and then illuminates the white imagining plate. We
choose SUH500 multi-mode quartz fibers and a 1000/2200 multi-mode plastic fiber for our
experiment. The laser illumination image is detected by the CCD camera, and 3D intensity
distribution is analyzed by MATLAB.

We can use the inter-modal dispersion of the multi-mode gradient-index fiber to
reduce spatial coherence, with its schematic diagram shown in Figure 5. Moreover, the
multi-mode fiber can disturb the polarization characteristics of the propagating light, which
contributes to suppressing the laser speckle.
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4.2. The Dispersion Characteristics of the Multi-Mode Fibers

According to the selected fiber parameters, such as the core diameter (d), the numerical
aperture (NA) and the wavelength of the transmitted light (λ0), the number of propagation
modes (N) of the multi-mode fiber is written as:

N ≈ πd
λ0

(NA) (7)

The number of modes (N) is proportional to the core diameter (d) and the numerical
aperture (NA). For the multi-mode quartz fiber, the transmitted wavelength and the nu-
merical aperture are 561.5 nm and 0.2, respectively. When the core diameters are 50, 100,
200, 300 and 475 µm, respectively, the numbers of corresponding modes are 56, 112, 224,
336 and 531. For the multi-mode plastic fiber, the numerical aperture is 0.5 and the core
diameter is 1000 µm. Then, the final result for the number of modes is 2797. Obviously, the
bigger the core diameter and the numerical aperture, the greater the number of fiber modes
as well as the greater the dispersion.

Furthermore, the propagation delay time (∆t) of the multi-mode fiber can be written as:

∆t =
n1(Lmax − Lmin)

c
≈ Lmin

2cn1
(NA)2 =

L
2cn1

(NA)2 (8)

L is the length of the multi-mode fiber. Lmax and Lmin are the maximum propagation
distance and the minimum propagation distance between the different modes of the multi-
mode fiber. Formula (8) shows that delay time (∆t) is proportional to the fiber length (L)
and the square of numerical aperture (NA)2. The longer the L is, the larger the NA, as well
as the larger the time difference (∆t) between multiple communication modes. For the
multi-mode plastic fiber with the numerical aperture of 0.5 and the core refractive index of
1.516, the delay time reaches 275 ps. However, for the multi-mode quartz fiber with the
numerical aperture of 0.2 and the core refractive index of 1.450, the delay time is only 46 ps.
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Every delay time (∆t) of these multi-mode fibers is longer than the coherence time (τc) of
the Nd:YAG/PPMgLN laser at 561.5 nm, and these multi-mode fibers can be used to lower
the spatial coherence.

5. Results and Discussion
5.1. Multi-Mode Quartz Fibers

The aforementioned SUH500 multi-mode quartz fibers with five different cores are
used. Their core diameters are 50, 100, 200, 300 and 475 µm, respectively, with the same
length of 1 m. The speckle contrast ratios versus the core diameters of the quartz fibers
are shown in Figure 6. The speckle contrast ratios are 26.4%, 19.2%, 14.2%, 10.9% and
7.9%, when the mode numbers of these multi-mode fibers are 56, 112, 224, 336 and 531,
respectively. The growth of the core diameter and mode number can greatly decrease the
speckle contrast.
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Figure 6. The speckle contrast ratios and mode numbers versus the core diameters of the multi-
mode quartz fiber. 

In the integration time of the CCD camera, the superpositions of some speckle struc-
tures constituted by the corresponding different fiber modes could weaken the speckle 
contrast to a certain extent. The specific weakening degree is determined by the relation-
ship among the speckle structures of all the fiber modes. When these speckle structures 
are independent of one another, the speckle contrast could decrease significantly. When 
these speckle structures are completely coherent, the contrast is the same as that in free 
space. Among these quartz fibers, the 475/500 SUH500 multi-mode fiber possesses the 
largest mode number of 531, so it reveals the maximum incoherent superpositions with 
the lowest speckle contrast ratio of 7.9%. 

The laser illumination image and 3D intensity distribution of the 475/500 SUH500 
multi-mode fiber are shown in Figure 7. The speckle is very obvious before passing the 
475/500 SUH500 fiber, however, the intensity distribution homogenizes with the speckle 
contrast reduction of 7.9% after passing the multi-mode fiber. The value range of relative 
strength is 80, i.e., 160–240. The power at 561.5 nm is 233 mW with the total coupling 
efficiency of 93%. 

Figure 6. The speckle contrast ratios and mode numbers versus the core diameters of the multi-mode
quartz fiber.

In the integration time of the CCD camera, the superpositions of some speckle struc-
tures constituted by the corresponding different fiber modes could weaken the speckle
contrast to a certain extent. The specific weakening degree is determined by the relationship
among the speckle structures of all the fiber modes. When these speckle structures are
independent of one another, the speckle contrast could decrease significantly. When these
speckle structures are completely coherent, the contrast is the same as that in free space.
Among these quartz fibers, the 475/500 SUH500 multi-mode fiber possesses the largest
mode number of 531, so it reveals the maximum incoherent superpositions with the lowest
speckle contrast ratio of 7.9%.

The laser illumination image and 3D intensity distribution of the 475/500 SUH500
multi-mode fiber are shown in Figure 7. The speckle is very obvious before passing the
475/500 SUH500 fiber, however, the intensity distribution homogenizes with the speckle
contrast reduction of 7.9% after passing the multi-mode fiber. The value range of relative
strength is 80, i.e., 160–240. The power at 561.5 nm is 233 mW with the total coupling
efficiency of 93%.
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Figure 7. A laser illumination image with the speckle contrast of 7.9% (left) and 3D intensity
distribution (right) based on a speckle-reduced 475/500 SUH500 multi-mode fiber.

5.2. Multi-Mode Plastic Fiber

The 1000/2200 multi-mode plastic fiber is also used to further reduce the laser speckle.
The intensity distribution becomes better-distributed after passing the plastic fiber, and the
speckle contrast reduces to 4.1%. The range of relative strength value is 50, i.e., 180–230
in Figure 8. Moreover, the power at 561.5 nm is 223 mW with the total coupling efficiency
of 89%.
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Figure 8. A laser illumination image (left) with the speckle contrast of 4.1% and 3D intensity
distribution (right) based on a speckle-suppressed 1000/2200 multi-mode plastic fiber.

The multi-mode plastic fiber has the maximum mode number of 2797 and the longest
propagation delay time of 275 ps. Therefore, the speckle-suppressed effect is the most
obvious. When the delay time of multiple modes (∆t) is more than the coherence time (τc)
of the spectrum, that is to say, optical path difference between adjacent modes exceeds
coherence length (Lc), more temporal coherence could be weakened significantly. Further-
more, the longer the L is, the larger the NA, as well as the greater the reduction of the
temporal coherence. Therefore, the more independent speckle patterns that are obtained,
the more obvious is the speckle contrast reduction.

The 561.5 nm laser is used as the illumination light to make a comparison in the
display images of a resolution test target between speckle pre-suppression and speckle
post-suppression in Figure 9. It can be seen that the resolution of the image (left) is very
poor due to the influence of speckle. However, because of the inter-modal dispersion in
the multi-mode gradient-index fiber, the strong coherence of the laser with the multi-mode
plastic fiber is destroyed and the image speckle is suppressed. The information points of
the disc image (right) can be clearly observed and the imaging quality has been greatly
improved. This laser with low-contrast speckle of 4.1% can be applied for laser illumination
in the exhibition industry.
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6. Conclusions

In summary, a low-power laser at 561.5 nm for exhibit illumination is developed
in this paper. The Nd:YAG/PPMgLN module at 561.5 nm is very simple, compact and
efficient. The speckle contrast reduces to 4.1% by means of a 1000/2200 multi-mode plastic
fiber, and the power at 561.5 nm is 223 mW. The speckle-suppressed Nd:YAG/PPMgLN
laser at 561.5 nm can be used for exhibit illumination due to the low speckle contrast of
4.1%. The results and findings of our laser source experiment can be applied in multiple
scenarios and situations in the virtual exhibition industry, such as cultural and historical
relic shows, art exhibitions, commercial displays and interactive performance, as well as
in conference and exhibition centers, museums, archives and libraries. Relying on this
speckle-suppressed laser in this research, exhibitions and shows can provide clear and
high-quality visual images and achieve a better exhibition effect to fulfill the needs of the
audience. The exhibition effects of art works are enhanced with the application of laser
exhibition technology, providing a more immersive experience for audiences.
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