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Abstract: This paper is concerned with the existence of solutions for a fully coupled Riemann-—
Stieltjes, integro-multipoint, boundary value problem of Caputo-type sequential fractional differential
equations. The given system is studied with the aid of the Leray-Schauder alternative and contraction
mapping principle. A numerical example illustrating the abstract results is also presented.
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1. Introduction

Coupled systems of fractional-order differential equations appear in the mathematical
models of several real-world problems. Examples include chaos and fractional dynam-
ics [1], bio-engineering [2], ecology [3], financial economics [4], etc. The topic of fractional
differential systems, complemented by different kinds of boundary conditions, has been
one a popular and important area of scientific investigation. Many researchers have con-
tributed to the development of this subject by publishing numerous articles, Special Issues,
etc. The modern methods of functional analysis areof great support in achieving existence
and uniqueness results for these problems [5,6]. For some recent works on fractional or
sequential fractional differential equations with nonlocal integral boundary conditions, we
refer the reader to a series of papers [7-13].

In the article of [14], the authors investigated the solvability of an initial value problem
involving a sequential fractional differential equation by means of fixed-point theorems in
partially ordered sets. In [15], the existence and uniqueness results for a periodic boundary
value problem of nonlinear sequential fractional differential equations were obtained by
the method of upper and lower solutions, together with the monotone iterative technique.

Now, we briefly describe some recent works on sequential fractional-order coupled
systems equipped with coupled boundary conditions. A fully coupled two-parameter sys-
tem of sequential fractional integro-differential equations with nonlocal integro-multipoint
boundary conditions was studied in [16]. The authors discussed the existence and unique-
ness of solutions for a system of Hilfer-Hadamard sequential fractional differential equa-
tions with two-point boundary conditions in [17]. The sequential hybrid inclusion boundary
value problem with three-point integro-derivative boundary conditions was investigated by
using the analytic methods relying on a--contractive mappings, endpoints, and the fixed
points of the product operators in [18]. The authors studied the existence and uniqueness

Fractal Fract. 2022, 6, 123. https:/ /doi.org/10.3390/ fractalfract6020123

https:/ /www.mdpi.com/journal/fractalfract


https://doi.org/10.3390/fractalfract6020123
https://doi.org/10.3390/fractalfract6020123
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/fractalfract
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5350-2977
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7695-2118
https://doi.org/10.3390/fractalfract6020123
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/fractalfract
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/fractalfract6020123?type=check_update&version=2

Fractal Fract. 2022, 6,123

20f16

of solutions for an initial value problem of coupled sequential fractional differential equa-
tions in [19]. The existence results for a nonlocal coupled system of sequential fractional
differential equations involving -Hilfer fractional derivatives were presented in [20].

The objective of the present work is to develop the existence theory for a new class of
nonlinear coupled systems of sequential fractional differential equations supplemented
with coupled, non-conjugate, Riemann-Stieltjes, integro-multipoint boundary conditions.
In precise terms, we investigate the following system:

{ (‘DT 4+ DX () = f(t, X (1), V(t)), 2<q <3, t€[0,1], O

(“DPF 4 DPYY(t) = g(t, X (1), V(t), 2<p <3, t€[01],

subject to the coupled boundary conditions:

X(0) =0, X'(0) =0, X'(1) = - k/ )+ 2 () +k1/ V(s)dA(s),

= ()
—0,'(0) =0, Y'(1) =0, y(1):h'/0 X(s)d +Zﬁ, (o; +h1/ X (s)dA(s),

where ¢D¢ denotes the Caputo fractional derivative of order & € {g,p},0<p <o; <v <1,
f,9:[0,1] x R x R — R are given continuous functions, k, ky,h, hy,a;, ;i € R, i=12,---,
n — 2 and A is a function of bounded variation.

Riemann-Stieltjes boundary conditions are quite general, since they include multipoint
and integral boundary conditions as special cases [21]. The Riemann-Stieltjes integral is a
generalization of the Riemann integral due to the Dutch astronomer T. J. Stieltjes and has
potential applications in probability theory [22]. In addition, the Riemann-Stieltjes integral
of the random variable with respect to its distribution function interprets the expected value
of random variable [23]. Moreover, the boundary conditions (2) have useful applications in
diffraction-free and self-healing optoelectronic devices. For more details, see [7].

The main emphasis in the present work is to investigate the existence criteria for
the solutions to a coupled system of nonlinear sequential fractional differential equations
equipped with multipoint Riemann-Stieltjes integral-type boundary conditions. Here, one
can see that the coupled boundary conditions relate the value of the unknown function
X (t) (Y(t)) at t = 1 with the distributions of the unknown function Y(t) (X (t)) on the
segments [0,p] and [v,1] in the sense of Riemann-Stieltjes integrals, together with the
sum of its discrete values at 0j,i = 1,2,---,n — 2. The present study is novel in the
given configuration and enriches the literature on boundary value problems of sequential
fractional differential equations.

Concerning our strategy when studying the problem (1)-(2), we use the fixed-point
approach, which is based on the idea of converting the given problem into a fixed-point
problem, followed by the application of appropriate fixed-point theorems to show the
existence of the fixed points for the operator involved in the problem at hand. We make use
of the Leray—Schauder alternative to show the existence of a solution to the given problem,
while the uniqueness result for the given problem is derived with the aid of the contraction
mapping principle due to Banach.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we present some basic
definitions of fractional calculus and prove an auxiliary lemma concerning the linear variant
of the problem (1)—(2), helping to convert it into a fixed-point problem. Section 3 establishes
the existence and uniqueness results for the given problem, whereas Section 4 contains an
example illustrating the main results. The paper ends with a discussion in Section 5, where
some special cases and possible future works are indicated.
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2. Preliminary Material

First, we outline some basic concepts of fractional calculus [24].

Definition 1. The Riemann—Liouville fractional integral of order ¢ € R (8 > 0) for a locally
integrable, real-valued function U on —co < a < z < b < +oo, denoted by ISU (z), is defined by

ﬁu@):rénﬁﬂz—@*4u@ma

Here, I'(-) is the familiar Gamma function.

Definition 2. The Caputo derivative of fractional order ¥ for an (v — 1)-times absolutely continuous
function U : [a,00) — R is defined as

1

‘DPU(z) = N

"z
/ (z—s) UM (s)ds, r—1 <8 <r, r=[8]+1,

where 9] denotes the integer part of the real number 0.

Lemma 1. The general solution of the fractional differential equation ‘DX (z) =0, r—1 < ¢ <,
z € [a,b],is
X(z) = 0o +ei(z—a) + ez —a)*+ - +o1(z—a)",

where 9; € R, i =0,1,--- ,r — 1. Furthermore,
DX (z +Zglzfa

Lemma 2. Let ¢, ¢ € (C[0,1],R) and A # 0. Then the unique solution of the linear system of
fractional differential

(‘DI e DNX(t) = y(t), 2<g<3,t€[0,1], ®
(‘DPHL 1 DP)Y(t) = ¢(t), 2< p<3,te[0,1],
supplemented with the boundary conditions (2), can be expressed in the following formulas:
ot 4
X(t) = /O e_(t_S)Ig+¢(S)ds + Z Qi(t)gir i=1,234, 4)
V() = /0 (=912 (s) ds+z73 £, j=1234, )

where

& = /Ol e_(l_s)lg+1,b(s)ds - Ig+1p(1),
& = [ 0 glpds — 1291,
& = k/ / (s=2)pP 0+ ¢(2) dz)dA(s)—i—niztxi/aie(‘Tfs)I&(p(s)ds
i=1
s [ ([ g@uE)aae) - [0 pis)as

& :hA%A A, p()dz) dA(s +Z@/ =919 1p(s)ds
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1 s 1
i [ ([ e () dA(s) — [ eI p(s)ds ©®)
v 0 0
Qi(t)y = (e t+t—DA+ (=2 +2—2t42)1;,i=1,2,3,4,
Pi(t) = (e '+t—1)pj+(—2e"+—2t+2)wj j=1,234, @)
e+ (1—e)A 1—¢e)A 1—¢e)A 1—e)A
y = (2 Mo, 2)2,1/3:( 2)3,1/42( 2)4/ ®)
1—e e+ (1—e 1—e 1—e
w = | . R . ez . N . )Ps ©)
_ 2=em—Ame . Ame—-Q2-¢)1n , M , _ ™
)\1 - A /)LZ* A //\3* //\4* A ’ (10)
Asme—(2—¢)rs (2—e)11 — Aryse —73 7
Pl = A /P2: A /PS /p4_K/ (11)

e 1—e 1—e
A=9}— 73, 11 = S = —Ap — Az%, r3=—Az— A4%, (12)

n—2 1
- k/ (€= +5—1)dA(s) + Y l-(e’”f—l—ai—l)—i—kl/(e’s+s—1)dA(s),
i=1 v
n—2
Ay = k/ s —25+2)dA(s) + Y a;(—2¢" 7 + 07 — 20; +2)
i=1

+k1/ (—2e5 + 52 — 25+ 2)dA(s),
v

0 n—2 1
A3 = h/o (e +s—1)dA(s)+ Y Bile ™ +0o;—1)+ Iy / (e*+s—1)dA(s),
i=1

v

0
Ay = h/ (=275 4% — 25 +2)dA(s) + Y Bi(—2e7% 4 02 —20; +2)
0 h

+hy /1(—2e—5 + 5% — 254+ 2)dA(s). (13)

Proof. Rewriting the first equation in (3) as °D7(D + 1) X (t) = ¢(t) and then applying the
integral operator Ig+ to it, we obtain

Xt = (- ‘t+1)c1+(_t+t—1)c2+(—Ze_t+t2—2t+2)C3+e_tC4
+ / ~(E9 17 p(s)ds, (14)

where c; € R, i =1,2,3,4 are unknown arbitrary constants. In a similar manner, applying
the integral operator Ié’ . to the second equation in (3), we get

V() = (et +1)b+ (et +t—1)by+ (—2e  + 12 —2t42)by + e 'y
+ / (=S p(s)ds, (15)
where b; € R, i =1,2,3,4 are unknown arbitrary constants. From (14) and (15), we have
X)) = elog+(—e '+ D+ (e 4+2t—2)c3—e ey
- /O t eI p(s)ds + 17, (1), (16)
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V() = e tby+(—et+1)by+ (27 +2t —2)b3 —e by
t
— [ gs)ds + I (1) (17)

Using the conditions X' (0) = 0,Y(0) = 0, X’(0) = 0,)’(0) = 0 in Equations (14)-(17),
we obtain ¢; = ¢4 = 0 and b; = by = 0. Then (14)—(17) become

X)) = (et +t—1cp+ (=2t +£2— 2t+2C3+/ 1 y(s)ds,  (18)
X' = (—e_t+1)cz+(Ze_t+2t72)037/0e_(t_s)lq+¢(s)ds+Ig+1,b(t), (19)
V(i) = (e f4+t—1Dby+ (=27 412 — 2t+2b3+/ “E=P p(s)ds,  (20)
V() = (e bt et 4202~ [ e I glo)ds + pl0). @D

Using (18)—(21) in the rest of the boundary conditions given by (2), together with
notation (13), yields

(—e '+ 1)cp+2e71cs = &, (22)
(—e P4 Dby +2e7 03 = &, (23)
e leg 4+ (=207 + 1)z — Arhy — Ayhs = &, (24)
e by 4+ (=207 4 1)b3 — Azco — Ages = &, (25)

where A;, i =1,2,3,4 are given by (13) and &;, i = 1, 2, 3,4 are defined by (6). Inserting the
values of c3 and b3 from (22) and (23) into (24) and (25), we obtain

2— A
( )51 + 72652 + &3, (26)

Y162 + 72b2 =

Ayge 2—e
1362+ Nbs = 4&+(2>&+&, @)

where 7;, i = 1,2,3 are given by (12). Solving (26) and (27) for c; and by, we obtain

4 4
=) M, ba=1) 0
i=1 =1

where A; (i = 1,2,3,4) and p; (j = 1,2,3,4) are given in (10) and (11), respectively.
Substituting the values of c; and b; into (22) and (23) respectively, we find that

4 4
c3 = Zvigi/ b3 = Zw]é’],
=1

i=1

where v;,i = 1,2,3,4, and wj, j = 1,2,3,4 are given by (8) and (9) respectively. Inserting
the values of ¢, c3, by and b3 in (18) and (20), together with the notation (7), we obtain the
solution (4) and (5). One can obtain the converse of this lemma by direct computation. This
completes the proof. [

For computational convenience, we introduce the following lemma:

Lemma 3. For ¢, ¢ € C([0,1],R), we have

ttsq 1
| e wis)as

v ST

(1= Dyl
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S — Y]

I'(p+1)
g 1 1 _
i) | [ e (6| < gy (= DI,
! (1-s 1 1
J) e o) < gy (e gl
—2 1 n—2

n ;
[ e (ais) P < NoP (1 — ¢~ Yi
(iti) | ocl/o e 15 ¢(s)ds| < NCESY l; |ajlof (1 —e %),

2[51/ SIS < gy zm o7 =)L

o | [ ([ e p@az)aae)| < [ [ 5otg 1= aam) el

/()P(/OS (s—z I‘hl[)( ) ) (S) < :/Opr(qu_l)(l—es)dA(s): H17[)||

(0) /1(/0 I p(z)dz)dA(s) :/Vlr(;i)irl)(l—es)dA(s):||¢||,

[([ et

Proof. To prove (i), we have

IN

IN

- 1 Sq s .
| T A el

/Ot (t-s Iq+lp( s)ds /Ot e*(f*S)(/Os (-2 ;(Z);llp(z)dz)ds

0
W( —e )|l
1

I'(g+1)

The other cases are similar. Therefore, we omit the details. [

<

<

(1= Dyl

3. Main Results

Let (X,] - ||) be a Banach space equipped with the norm ||X| = sup{|X(t)],
€ [0,1]}, where X = {X(t)|X(t) € (C[0,1],R)}. Then (X x X, ||(-,-)||) is also a Banach
space endowed with norm |[(X, V)| = || X] + | V], X, Y € X.
By Lemma 2, we introduce an operator T : X x X — X x X defined by

o - (1)

where
TEYO = [ eI X(6), V()i
FQu)] [ e 01505, X(9), V()5 — 1.5(5,X(5), () (1]
+ @] [0 o5, X(6), V()5 ~ . als, X(5), V() (1)
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Ta(X, V)(t)

+Os(b) [k/op (/O eI oz, X(2), V(2))dz ) dA(s)
+ th,/ e (s Io+g s, X(s),Y(s))ds
hy /1 (/0 eI gz, X (2), V(2))dz) dA(s)

— [ eI X6, Y5l
+ Q) [M ([ eI 5 (), V(@)az)dA)

n—2 o;
Y B [ eI (s (), V(5))ds
i=1 0
win ([t x(2), D)z dAG)
_/01 0918 (s, X(5), V(5))ds ], (29)

/O 0912 g(s, X (s), V(s))ds
PO [ I s X(5), D (6))ds — 16, X(5), V() (1)
+ Palt [/ “w (), Y(5))ds — 1f..8(s, X(5), Y(5)) (1))

1
+kq /Vl (/Ose (s— Z)Ip Lo(z, X(z), y(z))dz)dA(s)
e (I §(s, X (s), V() s

0
s [C( [ e X (), ()2 dAG)
+':gfﬁi [ e s, (5), W)
iy /1 (/Oe (2, X (2), Y (2)dz) dA(s)
_/01 e*(1*5)15+g(s,X(s),y(s))ds}, (30)

where Q;(t), i =1,2,3,4 and Pj(t), j=1,2,3,4 are given in (7).

In the forthcoming analysis, we assume that §, g : [0,1] x R x R — R are continuous

functions satisfying the following conditions:

(F1) There are real constants #;,{; > 0,i = 1,2, 19, > 0 such that

(8, X, V) <o +m| X +m2lV],

la(t, X, V)| < Qo+ Q1| X] + 221V,

vt e [0,1], X, Y € R.
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(F2) There are positive real constants L1 and Ly, such that
§(t, &1, Y1) —§(t, &2, I2)| < Li(|X1 — A2| + V1 = D4l),

la(t, X1, 01) —a(t, X, Wo)| < Lo(| X7 — X + (D1 — Q1al),
vt € [0,1], X1, X, V1,00 € R;

In the sequel, we use the notation:

® = AL +AsLy, ®=A L1+ ALy, (31)
M = MNG + ANy, M =MNN; + AN, (32)
1 ~ ~ ~ 4
M= e @ e Qs+ Qi [ 1 - A

+Y;§|,Bi|(7?(l —g*tTi) + ‘h1| /Vl 5’1(1 —eis)dA(s)} }/

A r(pl—i_l){(z_e—l)éz_F@3[|k|'/(;psp(1—e_s)dA(s) (33)

n—2 1 ~
+ ¥ lwlo? (1= ) + k| [ 5P = )aAE)] + (1-e )4,
i=1 v

A = r(q1+ 0 {(2 —e )P+ (1—e )P+ Py [Ihl /Op s1(1—e7%)dA(s)

+1i12 Bilo (1 —e%) + [ /Vl s7(1— efs)dA(s)} }

1 ~ < p
A, = NS {(1 —e )+ (2—e*1)7>2+7?3{|k!/0 sP(1—e *)dA(s)
n—2 1 ~
+ Z ]ai|aip(1 —e %) + |kq| / sP(1— e*S)dA(s)} +(1- 671)774}, (34)
i=1 v
N1 = sup [f(£,0,0)] < oo, N = sup |g(t,0,0,)| < oo, (35)
te[0,1] te[0,1]

where Q; = sup |Q;(t)|, i=1,2,3,4and 75j = sup |Pi(t)], j=1,2,3,4,

te[0,1] te[0,1]
Qo = (M +A)no+ (A2 + A2)do,
O = (Ar+A)m+ (A2 + A2,
D = (AM+ADp+ (A +A2)], (36)
and
Q = max{Q, W }. (37)

The following result shows the existence of a solution for the coupled system (1)—(2)
and is based on the Leray-Schauder alternative [6].
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Theorem 1. Assume that the condition (F;) holds and Q) < 1, where Q) is given by (37).

Then, the problem (1) and (2) has at least one solution on [0, 1].

Proof. In the first step, it will be shown that the operator T : X x X — X x X is completely
continuous. Note that the operator T is continuous in view of the continuity of the functions
fand g. Let V C X x X be bounded. Then, we can find positive constants M; and M, such
that |f(£, X(¢), Y(t))| < My and |g(t, X (t), V(t))| < M, Y(X,Y) € V. Therefore, for any

(X,X) €V, wehave

(X, V) (1) <

IN

IN

eI 56, (9, V)l

+lQi()]] / I (s, X (s), V(5))|ds + . [i(s, X (), V() (1)]
HQOI[ [ e 17 lals, X(5), V)l + 1. Iafs, X (5), (51 (1]

HOI [ [ ([ e latz, % (2), (=) dz)dAGs)
# ol [t (6, )

sl [ ([ eI la(e, 2(2), 2(2))dz) A ()

+ [0, 2 (6), Y5

HaOI[In [ ([ Hiz X(:), V() ldz)dA(s)
#8200, V(6

il ([ e 5 22), (@) ) A
+/ SO la(s, X (s), V(9)) s

(1—e )+ [m (1—e)+ My

1
I'(g+1)

1
(1 )+M27r(p+1)}

o e

+MzZ il gyt (1 —e™)

I'(p +1)

+ Mok / W(l e )dA(s) +er(ql+1)(1 —e )]

~ 4 s

+ My || /1;1 I‘(psil)(l —e %)dA(s) + Mzr(pl—i—l)(l — 671)}

g {a-e s -G+ -,

- 0 n—2
+Qu[lt] [ 11— e )dAE) + 1 IBlof (1)
0 i=1

1
1)

(L= e )dA(s) + My X |07 (1 e
=1
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1 M, ~
h 1(1—e%)dA _ 2 [ 1
il [ 10 e )aA@)] }+ gy {2 e e
O P 4 - = P —0;
+Q3[|k|/O (1~ )A() + 1 lailo] (1~ e~
i=
1 A
il [ (1= e )dAE)] + (1 - )0y}
v
= A{M;+ AyMs.
Thus,
ITI (X, V)| < AiMy+ AyMy. (38)
Similarly, we have
(XD < MMy + AoM,. (39)

Hence, (38) and (39) imply that the operator T uniformly bounded.
Now, we establish that the operator T is equicontinuous. For t1, t; € [0,1] with t; < t5,
we obtain

T, D)(k2) = To (X, ) (1)

t
[ e = e (s, (), Y (9))ds| +

[ e s, X(5), 909

+|@ilt2) - Qu(t) \/ O 5, (5), (s)ds | +

IgJ(S,X(S)/y(S))(l)H

+[Qa(t2) — Qa(t1) ‘/ 091 g(s, (S),y(s))ds‘ +

15+g<s,x<s>,y<s>><1>\]

+[Qs(t2) - Qa(t) \k|\ I ([ eeR 0z 2, ()dz)dAG)

+ Z |axi
sial] ([ e 0 (), YE)iz)dAe)

/ L als, X (s), Y (5))ds|

+]/ ~1=) 1 (s, X (s), y<s>>ds\]

+]Q4<tz> - QM\ [hi I ([ e85 22, Y (@)dz)dAcs)|

I (s, X(5), V(s))ds|

(/O (2, X (2), y(z))dz>dA(s)‘
+]/ e 191 (s, X (5), V(s ))ds”

My
I'(g+1)

t?(e (=) 1 etz ot )+t§(1—e<t2f1))]
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+r(,ﬁ1){(2 — e[ Qu(t2) = Qi(t)| + (1 - ¢7)|Qs(t2) — Qa(tr)

+|Qute2) — uto)|[il] [* 511 - e)aA()

+

i_z;zﬁfa?(le—% +Iml| [ 1sq<1e-5>dA<s>H}

M,
I'(p+1)

+’Q3(fz) - Q3(t1)‘ {|k|‘ /Op sP(1— efs)dA(S)‘

+ {2-e|Qat) - 2a(t)

3

+ Fllal| [[ 70— e)aa)|] + 1o Que) - i)

n—2

Y ol (1—e )
i=1
and

IT2(%,9)(12) = To(X, V) (1)

2 pl,—(ta—t1) 1 _ ,—t —t P11 —(ta—t1)

< r(p+11) B (et —1 et e ) 4 (1 (7))

M; o _ o _
+F(q+1){(2 e )‘771(152) 7’1(h)’+(1 e )’7’3(1‘2) 7’3(151)‘

+[Pate2) = Pae)| [Inl] [ 510 - e)a(s)]

+ ;:Zfﬁifff’(l—e"i) + || /Vlsq(l—es)dA(s)H}
o {@- e |Pat) - P

+[Patt2) = Poten)[[IK] [ 571 — e )aAcs)|

+ [k1 |

n [ -] + e [Pt - Paten)|}.

n—2
Y ol (1—e %)
i=1

Clearly, |T1(X,y)(t2) — Tl(X,y)(t1)| — 0and |T2(X,y)(t2) — Tz(X,y)(f1)| — 0 as
tp — t; independent of (X, )) € V. In consequence, the operator T (X, )) is equicontinuous.
Hence, it follows, according to Arzeld-Ascoli theorem, that T(X, )) is completely continuous.

In the second step, we consider a set

U={(X,Y)exxX|(X,Y)=0cT(X,Y),0<0<1}

and show thatitis bounded. Let (X,)) € U, then (X,Y) = ¢T(X,)) and forany ¢ € [0,1],
we have

X(t) =0T (X, V)(t), Y(t) = cTo(X,V)(t).

In consequence, we have
X ()] < A1(70 +m| X[ + 12| V]) + A2 (Go + G| X] + G2| V),
which leads to

XN < Ar(go +mlI XN + 72l V1) + Az (o + Call X[ + 2201 V1)). (40)
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Likewise, one can obtain that

IVIF< Ao+ mll X + 2l V1) + A2(Zo + Gl X + S0 1)- (41)

From (40) and (41), together with notations (36) and (37), we obtain

121+ IV < (A + Ao + (Ao + Ka)do| + [(A1 + Ay + (s + Ba)0a] 1 X
+[ (A1 + A+ (A2 +R2)2a] 1V,
which implies that

(X D) < Qo +max{Qy + D }|(X, V)] < Qo + Qf(X, V)]].

Thus
(O]

1-qQ
which shows that U/ is bounded. In view of the foregoing steps, we deduce that the
hypothesis of the Leray-Schauder alternative [6] is satisfied; hence, its conclusion implies

that the operator T has at least one fixed point. Thus, there is at least one solution to the
problem (1) and (2) on [0,1]. O

(X, V)] <

Our next result deals with the uniqueness of solutions for the problem (1) and (2) and
relies on Banach’s fixed point theorem.

Theorem 2. Let the condition (F,) hold, and that
0+0<1, (42)
where © and © are given in (31). Then, there is a unique solution to the problem (1) and (2) on [0, 1].
Proof. Let us first establish that Ti; C U, where the operator T is given by (28) and
Us = {(X, V) e Xx X [|(X, V)] <},
with ¢ > M, ©,0 and M, M are respectively given by (31) and (32). By the

1-(0+0)
assumption (F;) and (35), for (X,Y) € U, t € [0,1], we have

7, X (1), V()] < [§(t, X(8), V() = §(£,0,0)| + [§(£,0,0)]
Li(X(®)[+ YO + N < Li(| X[+ [VI) + N < Lie+ M.

IN

Similarly, one can show that |g(t, X' (t), Y (¢))| < Lye + N,. Taking into account (31)
and (32), we obtain

T (X, V) ()] < (AL + AgLa)e+ (AN + AoNy) = Oe+ M,
which yields
IT1(X, V)] < e+ M. (43)
In a similar manner, we obtain

(X, V)| < @&+ M. (44)
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It then follows from (43) and (44) that
IT(X, V)| < (@e+ M)+ (Be+M)=(0@+0)e+ (M+M)<ce

Consequently, Tl C U,. Next, we show that the operator T is a contraction. Using
conditions (/) and (31), we get

[ T2 (X1, V1) — Tu (X, Do) |

= sup |Ti(X, V1)(t) — Ti(A2, D) (1)]
te[0,1]

b
HOOI [ e 091155, 1), 92(5)) — 55, A5 (5), ) [
|81, 21 (5), D1(5)) = 18 5(5, X (5), 32(5)) | (1)]

FlQI[ [0

IN

I3 (5, 21(5), D1(5)) — I, (s, Aa(s), Da(s)) | ds

I0,8(5, X1(5), 21(5)) — I}, a5, Xa(s), Vas)) |ds

|1 a5, 1 (), i (s)) - g+g<s,xz<s>,yz<s>>\<1>}
HoaI [ [ / A1 0(2, 4(2), 1(2) — Bo(z, X (2), Da(2) | dz) dA(s)
= 2 ol [ eI oo, A0(5), D1(5)) — B als, Aas), a(6)) [ds

+|k1|/ /e

+ / 09103, 21 (5), D1 (5)) — 18- (5, Xa(s), Vi (s)) s
Al [l [7( [ e o2 |15 20(2), 21(2) ~ 11z (), Da(2))|dz)4AG)

+nz |5z’|/ e TSI 5(s, X (s), M1 (5)) — g+f(S/X2(S)/y2(S))’dS

+\hll/ / .
b [0, 29, 91(5)) — ol Aa(s), o) ]}
< AlLl(qu—Xz\Hnyl—yzn)+A2Lz(\m—Xz||+||y1—yz||)
= (MaLy+ aLa) (1% — 22l + 1 = D2 )

= oIl — 2l + |31 - D).

|1 0(z %(2), 21(2)) = 1} 0(z, Xa(2), a(2))|dz ) dA(s)

18,5(z, %1(2), 21(2)) — 1, (z, X (2), Da(2))|dz ) dA(s)

Similarly, we can find that

|T2(X1, 01) — To(A2, D0)| = Sl[lp} |To (X1, Y1) (t) — To( A, I2)(t)]
te|0,1

(K1L1 +K2Lz) (HX1 — Xl + IV — y2||)

O (11 — 2l + 1191 = D2l )

IA

Hence we obtain

| T(X1, 1) = T(X2, I0))|| < (@4 O)([|X1 — Ao + (| V1 — D)),
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which, in view of the condition (42), shows that T is a contraction. Thus, the conclusion
of Banach’s fixed-point theorem applies and, hence, the problem (1) and (2) has a unique
solution on [0, 1]. The proof is finished. [

4. An Example
Example 1. Consider a coupled system of fractional differential equations

135X(t)  3sin)(t) 3
cp26/7 1 D19/ ¥ (4) = ,
( + X =t e T aerE (45)
Vie—t2 | 24|tan"1 Y (t)] In5
cpl7/5 4 c pl2/5 _ 27X - 1
( * V) = o p SO =) T fE 0
equipped with the coupled boundary conditions
X(0) =0, X(0) =0, X'(1) = _k/ +Zay ) +k1/ V(s)dA(s),
=
(46)

Y(0) =0, (0)=0, Y (1)=0 V(1) = h/o X(s)dA(s) + Z,BZ (07) + 1y /1 X (s)dA(s).

an

Here q = 19/7,p = 12/5,k = 3/16,ky = 2/175,h = 5/88,h; = 3/104, A(s) = 1+ T
re N p=2/7v =6/7,0 = 3/7,00 = 4/7,03 = 5/7,00 = 1/10,0p = 1/414,
a3 =3/313,81 =1/3,B2 = 1/41, B3 = 7/121. Clearly

1 3
3,2 (1), (1)) < E+f||zc||+ﬁ||y||,
In5 1
o(, (0, VW) < 22+ ] + 51V,

and hence 5y = 1/13,11 = 3/5,p = 3/13, {p = (In5)/2,{1 = 1/5,5, = 1/10. Using
(36) and (37) with the given data and r = 2, we find that () ~ 0.331501, ), ~ 0.138843 and
Q = max{0y, Oy} ~ 0.331501 < 1. Therefore, by Theorem 1, the problem (45) and (46) has at
least one solution on [0,1].

To explain Theorem 2, we consider the following system of sequential fractional differential
equations supplemented with the boundary conditions (46):

e e st jam 1 9

ORI = e e e O e
et 3 cos

(D4 D0 = gyt X0+ G o i+ e

t € [0,1]. It is easy to check whether |§(t, X1, Y1) — §(t, X2, V2)| < L1(|| X1 — X2 + || V1 — V=)
with Ly = 3/5and |g(t, X1, Y1) —g(t, X2, V)| < Lo([| X1 — Xa|| + [[ D1 = V2||) with L, = 1/10.
Additionally, © + © ~ 0.282351 < 1. Therefore, the hypothesis of Theorem 2 is satisfied. Hence, by
the conclusion of Theorem 2, there is a unique solution to the system (47) equipped with the boundary
conditions (46) on [0, 1].

5. Discussion

We have presented the criteria ensuring the existence and uniqueness of solutions
for a coupled system of higher-order sequential Caputo fractional differential equations
complemented with Riemann-Stieltjes integro-multipoint boundary conditions on the
interval [0, 1]. A characteristic of the method employed in the present study is its generality,
as it can be applied to a variety of boundary value problems. As a special case, our results
become associated with multipoint boundary conditions:
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X(0) =0, X(0) =0, ¥'(1) =0, X(1) = ¥ ¥ (c7),

s (48)
Y(0) =0, ¥'(0) =0, ¥'(1) =0, (1) = ¥ piiX(c)

i=1

if we take k = k;y = h = Iy = 0in (2). In this case, the corresponding operators take
the form:

REYO = [ eI (), V(0)is
PO [ e L5, X(6), Y(6))ds — 155, X(5), V() (1)
+ Qo] [ e 0 (5, X(5),(6))ds s als, X(9), V() (1)
+ O zwl e als, (), Y (s))is
[ I s, (5), 9 5)
+Qu(t) [Zﬁz [ e s, 25), V() ds

_/O —(1- S)IO+g(S X(S),y(s))ds}’

BV = [ eI o206, V6)is
AP [ 015, (), V())ds — sl X(5),9(6)) ()]
FPa0)] [ e O als, 2(5), V(5))ds — ol X(5),(5)) (1)
+ Palt zal/ b als, X (), Y (9))ds
[ 0I5, (5), Y 5) )t
0
+ Pt [Zﬁz [ eI 56, (), (6))ds
[0 (5, (5), V()]

In future, we plan to develop the existence theory for the multivalued analogue of the
problem (1) and (2). Moreover, the boundary value problem considered in this paper can
be studied for other kinds of derivatives, such as Hadamard, Caputo-Hadamard, Hilfer,
Hilfer-Hadamard, etc.
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