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Abstract: Bees play a key role for humans, since crops pollination relies heavily on them. However,
bees’ population is diminishing dramatically. Therefore, conservation actions are needed to protect
them, including educational ones. Childhood Education is a crucial period to learn and strengthen
values about nature and the environment. In fact, it is believed that early exposure to scientific
explanations on natural phenomena and on different living species can lead children to value and
respect more the environment. The aim of this paper is to study, through the analysis of drawings,
whether young children establish the relationship between bees and plants, the basis of the
pollination. 47 five and six-year-old-children took part in the study. Results showed that children
begin to establish relationships between bees and plants in early childhood, which is a valuable
starting point to work with them through educational programs on the role of bees in pollination
and on the importance of bees” conservation.
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1. Introduction

Bees play a key role for humans because crops pollination relies heavily on them and therefore,
they are needed to feed global human population [1,2]. However, bees’ population is diminishing
dramatically worldwide, or in other words, their populations are in global decline [3]. This entails a
huge risk both, for global food sovereignty and for ecosystems’ health, on which our well-being
depends. Therefore, conservation actions are needed to protect bees, including educational ones.

Childhood Education is a crucial period to learn about nature and the environment [4,5]. In the
field of science education, it is believed that early exposure to scientific explanations on natural
phenomena and on different living species can positively affect children understanding of the
environment, as well as children success to understand subsequent scientific concepts. Besides, it can
lead children to value and respect more the environment [6].

Many authors state that environmental behaviour increases as knowledge increases [7-10]. After
all, it is difficult to love something we do not know, and if we do not love it, it is difficult that we take
care of it. Therefore, knowing and being aware of the crucial role that bees and other insects play on
food production thanks to the pollination of crops, could contribute to develop positive attitudes in
favour of their conservation.
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The transmission of this knowledge and values since early childhood will help consolidate them
in an easier and faster way. This is why building positive attitudes towards nature from early
childhood is one of the main objectives of environmental education.

Pollination is the transfer of pollen (e.g., by an animal or by wind) from a male part of a plant to
a female part of a plant, enabling later fertilisation and the production of seeds [11]. Pollination is a
fundamental process in terrestrial ecosystems because it is crucial for plant reproduction and food
production. The vast majority of flowering plant species only produce seeds if animal pollination
moves pollen from the anthers to the stigmas of their flowers. In this process, insects, such as bees,
play a key role, because these pollinating agents are responsible of the 80% of the global pollination
[2]. Bees go from one flower to another collecting nectar to feed themselves and to produce honey. In
doing so, bees transport the pollen grains that stick on their feet from one flower to another, allowing
pollen grains arrival to new flowers, where they fertilize their ovaries. This bees-plant symbiotic
relationship is the basis of the pollination made by bees.

Thus, the objective of this paper is to study whether children of childhood education establish
this relationship between bees and plants through the analysis of their drawings.

2. Materials and Methods

The sample studied is composed of 47 children (26 girls and 21 boys), aged between 5 and 6. All
the children were in their last year of childhood education when the study was carried out. Data was
collected in a public school of a city, with more than 200.000 inhabitants, in the Basque Country
(northern Spain).

The procedure used to carry out the investigation was based on individual sessions with the
subjects of the sample studied [12]. During the sessions, which generally did not take longer than ten
minutes, two main tasks were presented to the children: (a) a semi-structured dialogue led by a set
of open questions (Table 1), and (b) a pictorial task.

Table 1. Questions used in the semi-structured dialogue.

Questions

Have you ever seen a bee?

What do bees do?

Where do they live?

Do you like them? Why?

What do you do when you see a bee?

Are they alive? Why?

Where have you learned all the things you know about bees?

These sessions were carried out in the classroom during the regular development of the daily
lessons. Prior to the initiation of the individual sessions, we presented a stuffed snowperson to the
entire class to attract children’s attention and to make them feel comfortable during the individual
sessions [12]. After introducing the stuffed snowperson, we explained to the children that he needed
help to find out things about bees and afterwards, the individual sessions were started.

Regarding the pictorial task, the children were asked to make a drawing about bees, and they
were encouraged to draw all the things related to bees, while they were asked the questions shown
in Table 1. For the pictorial task, children were provided by A4-sized papers, pencils, rubbers and
coloured crayons. Not until the children stated that she or he was finished with the drawing, the
individual session was considered over.

We obtained the authorization of the school board to interview children within this research. No
personal information or voice/video recording was collected. The sessions with children were carried
out during December 2016 and January 2017.
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3. Results and Discussion

Children’s drawings are considered a very useful tool to explore very small children’s ideas. On
the one hand, drawings made by a child are thought to be a mirror image of a child’s representational
development [13]; and, on the other hand, drawing tasks prevent children from reproducing
conventional answers and encourage them to externalize their thoughts, even in the case of children
with communication difficulties [14].

Results of the analysis of children’s drawings are presented below. The different elements found
in the drawings were classified in different categories according to their frequency and type of
element. From the analyses of the drawings we can see that in over half of the drawings (68.09%) bees
are the only drawing element. In the other 31.91% of the drawings, bees appear together with other
elements, of which flowers are the most frequent (Figure 1, Table 2). Moreover, in 20% of the
drawings where bees and flowers appear, children clearly draw bees feeding from flowers through
a short of trunk (Figure 1). These results may indicate that young children establish a relationship
between bees and flowers, which is an essential interaction in the pollination process.

Table 2. Elements found in the drawings.

Elements Found in the Drawings %
Bee 100%
Flower 21.3%
Meteorological elements (sun, cloud) 10.6%
Animal and/or Human 10.6%
House 15.9%
Tree 8.5%
Hive 42%
Other 2.1%

The second element most frequent in the drawings were houses (Table 2). This is because
children follow marked models in their drawings. When children are around 4-years-old, their
drawing begins to incorporate concrete elements such as humans, houses, animals and others [15]. In
the case of houses, the great majority follow the same pattern. According to Kellogg [16], houses in
children drawings are a combination of diagrams of different shapes, rather than the result of
observing houses in the street. This also occurs in our study (Figure 1). In fact, houses in children’s
drawings are similar in studies made worthwhile. This is the reason why we state that children in
our study follow the stablished patters, models or stereotypes in their drawings.

Finally, it is also important to highlight that children have knowledge on bees” way of life, as
their drawings also include hives (4.2% of the sample) (Figure 1). Moreover, 48% of the sampled
children answered that bees lived in hives when asked where bees live in the semi-structured
dialogue.
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Figure 1. A sample of drawings with more than one element made by five and six-year-old children.

4. Conclusions

Our results show that children begin to establish relationships between bees and plants in early
childhood, which is a valuable starting point to work with them through educational programs on
the bees’ role in pollination and on the importance of bees’ conservation.
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