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Abstract: While the attempts to find new energy sources have intensified, the interest in the use of
biomass as a carbon-rich raw material still is increasing. In this work, we studied iron-, cobalt-, and
nickel-based materials in the process of CO2-assisted gasification of sunflower husk. The materials
with and without metal additives were examined by XRD, SEM, EDX, and TEM techniques and
were tested in their gasification under the action of CO2. It was found that the Co-based material
demonstrates the best activity among the studied ones (the CO2 conversion was up to 83%). The
possible reason for such superiority may be related to the capability of Ni compounds to the formation
of the metallic nickel phase and insufficient activity of iron species.

Keywords: CO2 utilization; carbon monoxide; biomass gasification; sunflower husk; heterogeneous
catalysis; transition metal catalysis

1. Introduction

Search for new energy sources is a problem of high importance because of the predicted
fossil fuels resources depletion [1]. That is why an intensive search for the alternatives
should be conducted. A possible way is to use materials of bio-origin, which can partially
substitute fossils. Another problem is a high level of CO2 emissions affecting ecological
environment, and one of the ways to recycle it is to use it as a gasifying agent. Gasification
using CO2 leads to a higher yield of carbon monoxide and hydrogen compared to traditional
methods using water vapor [2–5]. Carbon dioxide is widely used in the chemical industry.
CO2 can be used as a raw material for the production of various chemical compounds, for
example, urea. Dehydrogenation of propane using carbon dioxide is a progressive process
that can be an effective way to produce propene. CO2 is also used for the synthesis of
methanol, which is a source of clean fuel and chemical raw materials.

A possible way to solve these problems (CO2 and residues of biomass utilization) is
the use of biomass wastes in a production of valuable compounds: they are rich in carbon
and hydrogen. Additionally, the problem of CO2 utilization can be partially resolved if
CO2 is used as a gasification agent. The necessity of research in the field of the effective and
ecologically friendly catalysts investigation to produce valuable compounds like artificial
fuels or at least CO stimulates scientists efforts [6].

Plethora of studies on the gasification of biomass residues and other substances like
tar and char concern different aspects of the problem. The complex nature and diverse
composition of any biomass makes its investigation and utilization very complex and

Clean Technol. 2024, 6, 1579–1593. https://doi.org/10.3390/cleantechnol6040076 https://www.mdpi.com/journal/cleantechnol

https://doi.org/10.3390/cleantechnol6040076
https://doi.org/10.3390/cleantechnol6040076
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/cleantechnol
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5760-1796
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8333-1088
https://doi.org/10.3390/cleantechnol6040076
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/cleantechnol
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/cleantechnol6040076?type=check_update&version=1


Clean Technol. 2024, 6 1580

intricate. But the most used way instead is burning it to produce heat (and CO2), so an
effective catalytic system should be found for an alternative way of utilization. Biomass
ashes nevertheless can also be applied as catalytic compounds [7].

A simplified scheme of the processes taking place during gasification can be described
in the following Equation: C(s) + CO2(g) = 2 CO(g). Additionally, the formation of methane
was observed in a series of works; the possible source of hydrogen for its formation is
hydrogen from organic biomass, containing quite large amounts of hydrogen along with
oxygen and carbon.

Main efforts in development of catalytic processes of this type of the carbon wastes
utilization are focused on the application of alkali metals [8–12], alkali-earth metals [13–15],
transition metals [16–21], and even noble metal catalysis [22,23]. Different materials are
used as carriers for carbon waste utilization, like clays [24–26], MgO [27], and so on, but
the major efforts are devoted to the systems with metals directly deposited on the gasified
(or pyrolyzed) material, including sunflower wastes [28–30].

Sunflower husk is a large-scale waste that is mostly produced by the vegetable oil
industry [31]; its uses as a fossil and cellulosic materials lead to its investigation from the
point of view of pelletizing for energy uses [32]. Here, we intended to study the other side
of the problem—the use by transformation into gasses. There are examples of gasification
of biomass to hydrogen-rich products using potassium carbonate [33], resulting in the high
yields of the desired product. The immanent inorganic compounds affect the catalytic
behavior [34], and it is also a point of the investigation here.

This work is aimed at the preparation and investigation of the catalytic systems based
on sunflower husk to reveal the dependence of the metals of the iron triad nature and their
amounts in the catalytic CO2-assisted gasification.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Matrials

The following reagents were used in this work: Fe(NO3)3·9 H2O (99%), Co(NO3)2·6 H2O
(99%), Ni(NO3)2·6 H2O (98%) from Acros Organics, sunflower husk, and bidistilled water.
All the reagents were used as purchased without further purification. CO2 used in the
gasification process was of the grade 99.99%, produced by Hermes-Gas.

The element CHNS composition of sunflower husk was determined, and the results
are presented in Table 1. It can be clearly seen that about 50 wt. % of the starting material
consists of carbon.

Table 1. CHNS element composition of the starting sunflower husk.

Element C H N S

Content, wt. % 47.60 ± 0.08 6.05 ± 0.12 0.63 ± 0.06 <0.1

2.2. Methods of Characterization

The catalysts were characterized by a series of physico-chemical methods both fresh
and after pre-heating at 600 ◦C. A main reason of using pre-heating in CO2, not inert
gas, was to ex situ investigate the transformations the catalysts undergo during the re-
action and, thus, estimate the effects not only of high temperature but also of a reaction
mixture. A desired reaction of carbon substrate gasification occurs almost solely at the
temperatures above 600 ◦C, so this temperature was chosen as a reference for the state of
the pre-heated catalyst.

The samples were examined with scanning electron microscopy (SEM) on a LEO
SUPRA 50 VP microscope (Carl Zeiss, Jena, Germany) with an Inca Energy 500 energy-
dispersive detector under low vacuum in a nitrogen atmosphere. EDX data were collected
using an energy-dispersive spectrometer INCA Energy (Oxford Instruments, X-Max-80,
Abingdon, UK). For the study, a small amount of the sample (less than 1 mg) was applied
to conductive tape on polished aluminum substrates and placed in the microscope chamber.
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The chamber was evacuated to a residual pressure of 10−6 mmHg. The samples were then
exposed to an electron beam, the energy of the primary electrons was 3–10 keV, and the
current varied between 2 and 40 pA. The focal length of the electron beam varied between
5 and 15 mm. To evaluate the distribution of elements, the samples were mapped.

TEM-SAED studies were conducted using transmission electron microscope JEM 2100
(JEOL, Tokyo, Japan), and the accelerating voltage was 200 kV. The sample was preliminarily
dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, then treated with ultrasound for 10 min. After obtaining
a homogeneous suspension, the solution was dropped onto a copper grid with a carbon
amorphous coating. After drying, the grid was loaded into the chamber of the transmission
electron microscope. EDX and SAED data were collected using the energy-dispersive
spectrometer from INCA Energy (Oxford Instruments, X-Max-80, Abingdon, UK).

Powder X-ray diffraction patterns were collected with a STOE STADI P transmission
diffractometer (Chicago, IL, USA) using Cu Kα1 radiation monochromatized with a curved
germanium (111) monochromator. The samples were examined in the region of 2 q 10–80◦,
with a step of 0.01◦ and a 10 s counting time per point. Before the examination, the samples
were heated at 600 ◦C for one hour in a flow of CO2 of 30 mL per minute.

Elemental analysis CHNS was accomplished by dry combustion in a CHNSO-analyzer
Leco TruSpec Micro (LECO, St. Joseph, MI, USA). The principle of the device operation
is combustion of samples in oxygen of 99.999% purity at the temperature of 1075 ◦C.
Detection: carbon—by CO2 (IR cell), hydrogen—by H2O (IR cell), nitrogen—by N2 (ther-
mal conductivity detector), sulfur—by SO2 (IR cell). Sample weights of 2.0 ± 0.2 mg
were weighed on a BM 20 G analytical balance (AND, Tokyo, Japan) and then placed in
4 × 3.2 mm silver capsules and sealed. For each of the samples, this procedure was re-
peated three times (3 parallel experiments). Then, capsules with samples were placed in
the autosampler of the instrument for measurements.

2.3. The Catalytic Characterization

The evaluation of the activities of the resulting materials in a gasification process was
performed using a quartz flow-type reactor with the internal diameter of 8 mm under
a CO2 pressure of 1 atm; the temperature ramp was 10 ◦C per minute, the temperature
range was 100–850 ◦C, and the total flow rate of CO2 was 30 mL per minute. In the case
of the experiments aimed at the estimation of the material balance, a larger amount of
the material was used, 6 g. The CO2 flow was also set at the value of 100 mL per minute.
A Bronkhorst EL-FLOW SELECT F-111B gas flow controller was used to control the gas
flow rate. The material loading was 1 g, and the particle size was 0.25–0.5 mm. The reaction
gas products were analyzed using a Chromatek Crystal 5000 gas chromatograph with
thermal conductivity detectors, M ss316 3 m × 2 mm columns, Hayesep Q 80/100 mesh,
and CaA molecular sieves.

The conversion (X) of carbon dioxide during the tests was calculated by the following
formula (Equation (1)):

XCO2 =
Fin

CO2
− Fout

CO2

Fin
CO2

, (1)

where F indicates flows in and out of the reactor, X is for CO2 conversion value.

2.4. Preparation of the Catalytic Materials

The starting material was grinded using a coffee grinder to obtain the particles of
the size of 0.25–0.5 cm. All the samples were prepared as follows: The nitrate of Fe, Co,
or Ni was completely dissolved in the appropriate amount of water to make the overall
volume of the solution equal to wet capacity of the material. The amount of sunflower
husk (5 g) was impregnated with the appropriate salt solution amount to obtain the desired
metal content (1, 3 or 5 wt. %) varying the concentration of the solution and conserving
its volume used. The samples were dried at 50 ◦C overnight in an oven. So, the series of
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samples was prepared and further designated as nM/SFH, where n was 1, 3, or 5 wt. % of
metal loading, and M was Fe, Co, or Ni.

3. Results
3.1. Electron Microscopy

Scanning electron microscopy photos clearly show the structure of the biomass
(Figure 1): The channels can be seen resulting from the natural capillaries occurring in
plants. The porous walls also can be noticed: such pores can enhance the surface area of
the material and thus provide a higher dispersion of the active phase over the surface of
the catalytic material at the beginning of the gasification process.
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Figure 1. SEM images of sunflower husk heated at 600 ◦C in a CO2 flow.

The compositions of the samples before and after the catalytic tests are given in Table 2.
It can be seen that the composition of all the samples are quite close in the contents of the
main elements. The slight drop in the added metal content can be tentatively explained
as a result of the possible migration of their species into the depth of the grains, which is
why they cannot be seen on the surface. Figure 2 also does not show any clear difference in
morphology, it indicates the presence of a certain stability during the gasification process.

Table 2. Elemental composition of the samples before and after catalytic tests defined by EDX.

Sample
Element Content, wt. %

C O Mg Si P S K Ca Fe Co Ni

5 Fe/SFH 59.5 14.2 0.4 — 0.06 0.3 2.9 1.1 21.7 — —
5 Fe/SFH spent 56.9 15.5 0.5 — 0.04 0.3 2.4 1.3 23.2 — —

5 Co/SFH 47.2 13.7 1.3 — — 0.4 3.8 2.0 — 31.6 —
5 Co/SFH spent 66.0 9.4 0.3 — 0.12 0.3 1.7 0.9 — 21.3 —

5 Ni/SFH 41.9 10.2 0.8 — — 0.3 4.2 1.5 1.0 — 40.2
5 Ni/SFH spent 35.4 11.9 0.5 0.2 — 2.1 7.0 1.0 — — 42.0

SFH 54.5 43.2 0.4 0.1 — 0.1 0.4 1.6 — — —
SFH spent 59.6 33.9 2.1 0.2 0.1 0.8 2.3 1.2 — — —

Further investigation of sunflower husk was performed by using transmission electron
microscopy (Figures 3 and 4). Despite the absence of any addition of the active metals to
the material, the energy dispersion spectra indicate the presence of such elements in the
sample as Mg, Si, K, Ca. All these elements occur naturally in the plants, and their presence
makes us anticipate any intrinsic catalytic activity for such materials. Both pre-heated
and spent materials demonstrate the presence of the particles of the elements with larger
masses than the matrix (dark areas in microphotos), and they grow significantly during the
catalytic tests.

The TEM images of the ‘fresh’ metal-loaded sunflower husk are shown in Figure 5.
All the samples demonstrate the presence of the metallic (or metal oxide) particles in their
photos. We can see both relatively small particles of about 10 nm and large ones of more
than 200 nm. As can be seen, the particles of metals in the sample containing cobalt are
larger in size than in other fresh samples.
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Figure 2. SEM images and element maps (Fe, Co, or Ni) for the samples before and after catalytic 
tests.

Further investigation of sunflower husk was performed by using transmission elec-
tron microscopy (Figures 3 and 4). Despite the absence of any addition of the active metals 
to the material, the energy dispersion spectra indicate the presence of such elements in the 
sample as Mg, Si, K, Ca. All these elements occur naturally in the plants, and their pres-
ence makes us anticipate any intrinsic catalytic activity for such materials. Both pre-heated 
and spent materials demonstrate the presence of the particles of the elements with larger 
masses than the matrix (dark areas in microphotos), and they grow significantly during 
the catalytic tests.

Figure 3. TEM image of the fresh pre-heated sunflower husk (the insertion) and energy-dispersion 
spectrum (the main picture).

Figure 2. SEM images and element maps (Fe, Co, or Ni) for the samples before and after catalytic tests.
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Figure 6 shows the samples after the catalytic experiments in CO2-assisted gasification.
The particles of metals grew up in their overall size, so it can be seen clearly for the
nickel-containing sample. It is interesting to note that we can discover layer structures
in Ni-based particles: the gray core is coated with dark metal-rich layer further coated
with a lighter layer and so on. It can be described as a wood-like structure of the layers.
The Co-containing sample still shows mostly the small particles. It can be suggested that
such particles are also present in the other samples, but still there is a possibility that it
is the specificity of the nature of metals. The iron-containing sample demonstrates the
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particle size distribution in between. During the catalytic reaction, the distribution was
slightly shifted, and the distribution became more uniform and symmetrical. It can be
caused by the formation of more or less thermodynamically stable particle shapes and
sizes, like Ostwald ripening. The decrease in particle size occurs due to the implementation
of the carbide mechanism of the process under consideration [35]. Within the framework
of this mechanism, carbon particles are coated along the perimeter with transition metal
compounds, forming core–shell particles (such particles are clearly distinguishable in Ni-
containing samples). During the process, carbon atoms from the carbon particles diffuse
through the active phase of the material in the form of carbide and interacts with CO2 on
the carbide surface. During the described mechanism, carbon from the carbon-containing
particles gradually burns out and increases the number of small particles.

Clean Technol. 2024, 6, FOR PEER REVIEW 7
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distribution before the catalytic gasification of SFH, which showed the bimodal distribu-
tion in the range of 3–70 nm. It can be said that a more uniform distribution of the particles 
in size took place. The Co-loaded sample showed a dramatic decrease in the particle size;
the initial wide distribution in the range of 1–120 nm was transformed into a monomodal 
distribution in the range of 1–20 nm. It may indicate a dramatic redistribution of Co spe-
cies in the sample during the catalytic process. The Ni-loaded sample showed only slight 
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Figure 6. TEM images of the spent catalytic materials in CO2-assisted gasification of sunflower husk.

The distributions of the metal-containing particles by size are presented in Figure 7.
In the case of the iron-loaded sample, after the catalytic tests, the distribution of iron-
containing particles becomes monomodal and narrower (10–50 nm), being compared
with the distribution before the catalytic gasification of SFH, which showed the bimodal
distribution in the range of 3–70 nm. It can be said that a more uniform distribution of
the particles in size took place. The Co-loaded sample showed a dramatic decrease in the
particle size; the initial wide distribution in the range of 1–120 nm was transformed into a
monomodal distribution in the range of 1–20 nm. It may indicate a dramatic redistribution
of Co species in the sample during the catalytic process. The Ni-loaded sample showed
only slight changes after the catalytic test, and almost the same width of the distribution
shifted to the larger sizes region for about 40 nm.
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Figure 7. Metal-containing particle distributions by size for the materials impregnated with 5 wt. % 
Fe, Co, or Ni, before and after the catalytic tests.

3.2. Diffraction Patterns
The XRD pattern of the sample of pure sunflower husk after heating in a CO2 flow at 

600 °C (Figure 8) shows the only phase of SiO2 cristobalite according to the ICDD card 
number 
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28,129,130,131,132,133,134,135,136,137,138,139,140,141,142,143,144,145,146,147,148,149,15
0,151,152,153,154,155,156,157,158,159,160,161,162,163,164,165,166,167,168,169,170,171,172,
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Figure 7. Metal-containing particle distributions by size for the materials impregnated with 5 wt. %
Fe, Co, or Ni, before and after the catalytic tests.

3.2. Diffraction Patterns

The XRD pattern of the sample of pure sunflower husk after heating in a CO2 flow
at 600 ◦C (Figure 8) shows the only phase of SiO2 cristobalite according to the ICDD card
number [46–1242]. After the catalytic test in CO2-assisted gasification, the intensity of the
peak at ~34.7◦ slightly increased. The possible reason of that is the higher temperatures dur-
ing gasification than the temperature of pre-heating (850 ◦C vs. 600 ◦C). The corresponding
sizes of crystallites grow from 44 nm to 52 nm according to the Sherrer equation.
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Figure 8. XRD patterns of the samples after 600 °C heating in a CO2 flow and the patterns of these 
samples after the gasification catalytic tests. The inset picture is the enlarged patten of the Ni-loaded 
sample.

Figure 8. XRD patterns of the samples after 600 ◦C heating in a CO2 flow and the patterns of
these samples after the gasification catalytic tests. The inset picture is the enlarged patten of the
Ni-loaded sample.

Fe-loaded samples demonstrate the pattern of the magnetite phase (the ICDD card
number [19–629]) along with the cristobalite phase. The Co-loaded catalyst showed very
weak reflexes of the phase of metallic Co (the ICDD card [15–806]) in both patterns for the
sample after pre-heating at 600 ◦C in a CO2 flow and after the catalytic test. Nevertheless,
the crystallinities of these phases are not so good, and generally, all the mentioned samples
are amorphous. The only well-crystallized samples are the Ni-loaded catalysts after pre-
heating and after the catalytic test. The observed phase is metallic Ni ([4–850]). After
pre-heating and after the catalytic test, the Ni crystallite sizes can be estimated using
the Sherrer equation and the reflex of the (111) plane as 82 and 106 nm, respectively.
Additionally, a very weak reflex of the cristobalite phase can be observed in the enlarged
picture in Figure 8.

SAED patterns for fresh and spent samples are given in Figure 9. For the fresh iron-
containing sample, the crystal phase of magnetite can be identified (the ICDD card number
[19–629]). This is in accordance with the result of XRD examination. The spent sample
contains probably Hagg carbide Fe2.5C according to the database (the ICDD card number
[36–1248]), but we cannot see this phase via the XRD. SAED showed it most probably
because of the locality of the method of examination. The pre-heated ‘fresh’ sample,
according to the SAED spectrum, contains the phase of metallic cobalt (the ICDD card
number [5–727]) already at the pre-heating conditions during the XRD examination (we
still can see them but not so clearly). The spent sample does not show any crystal phases.
The sample 5 Ni/SCF seems to contain the phase of nickel carbide NiCx (the ICDD card
number [45–979]), but not all the reflexes are identified here. If so, it can be guessed that
the reduction process involves the stage of carbide formation.
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sample was found only at the metal loading of 1 wt. %, while the activity is still good at 
the loadings of 3 and 5 wt. %, but the Co-loaded samples showed much higher CO2 con-
versions. The nature of such a phenomenon may be related to the difference in the metal 
nature and the structural features. The Ni-loaded sample demonstrated larger particles 
on the surface and appeared to be the among the active catalysts. While Co shows smaller 
particles, its activity is rather similar; therefore, it can be suggested that Co and Ni are the 
most active naturally. Additionally, the effect of Ni was also the highest conversion level 
during 1% loading of the metal. It appeared to be enough for the formation of an active 
phase.
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3.3. Catalytic Gasification

The results of the catalytic tests in the process of CO2-assisted gasification are shown
in Figure 10. It is interesting to note that the superior catalytic behavior of the Ni-loaded
sample was found only at the metal loading of 1 wt. %, while the activity is still good
at the loadings of 3 and 5 wt. %, but the Co-loaded samples showed much higher CO2
conversions. The nature of such a phenomenon may be related to the difference in the metal
nature and the structural features. The Ni-loaded sample demonstrated larger particles
on the surface and appeared to be the among the active catalysts. While Co shows smaller
particles, its activity is rather similar; therefore, it can be suggested that Co and Ni are
the most active naturally. Additionally, the effect of Ni was also the highest conversion
level during 1% loading of the metal. It appeared to be enough for the formation of an
active phase.
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Figure 10. The results of the catalytic tests for the prepared metal-loaded materials and the starting 
sunflower husk in the reaction of CO2-assisted gasification at 800 °C.

The loading of the samples with iron leads to no significant difference in the activity 
in carbon-dioxide-assisted gasification. The difference between the CO2 conversions in the 
cases of 3 and 5 wt. % metal is not large, but in the case of the sample loaded with cobalt,
it is negligible, while the Ni-containing sample increases the conversion of CO2 for 8%. It 
can be tentatively explained by much smaller metal particles in the cobalt-containing 

Figure 10. The results of the catalytic tests for the prepared metal-loaded materials and the starting
sunflower husk in the reaction of CO2-assisted gasification at 800 ◦C.

The loading of the samples with iron leads to no significant difference in the activity
in carbon-dioxide-assisted gasification. The difference between the CO2 conversions in the
cases of 3 and 5 wt. % metal is not large, but in the case of the sample loaded with cobalt,
it is negligible, while the Ni-containing sample increases the conversion of CO2 for 8%.
It can be tentatively explained by much smaller metal particles in the cobalt-containing
sample, and thus a larger fraction of the metal is available on the surface of the material. So,
it seems that the only parameter affecting the activity of the Co- and Ni-containing samples
is the metal particle size, while iron is poorly active.

Only slight changes in the particle size distribution for the sample loaded with iron
can be explained by its hardly noticeable participation in the catalytic process (the observed
activity is approximately the same as it was without iron added). The difference in the Co-
and Ni-loaded samples behavior does not imply such correlation with the catalytic results
and likely can be explained by the difference in the metal nature.

To estimate the overall yields of CO, the curves of CO2 conversion were integrated
and normalized to 100% of the area in units of the product of temperature and time. It can
be seen that the yields of CO attained for these samples are decreasing in the following
order, while metal loading was 3 and 5 wt. %: Co > Ni > Fe, whereas for the loading of
1 wt. %, the order was slightly different: Ni > Co ≈ Fe > blank SFH (Figure 11). The data
are similar to those for the conversion of CO2.

Additionally, the material balance was closed, it was revealed that the observed
products are the majority of carbon atoms entered into the reactor, and the fraction of them
was higher than 85% for all the samples. The composition of liquid products is given in
Table 3. An example of fitted curves is shown in Figure 12. The resulting areas were used
to calculate the material balance, and it was shown that the resulting detected gas mixture
compositions correspond to quite a good convergence. Since the most pronounced drop in
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particle size was observed for the Co-containing sample, the highest effectiveness (yield)
was obtained. That reason also supports the idea of the carbide mechanism of the process,
which resulted in the formation of small particles of metallic cobalt.
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Figure 11. Yields of CO calculated on the basis of carbon dioxide converted for the prepared metal-
loaded materials and the starting sunflower husk in the reaction of CO2-assisted gasification at 500–
800 °C. 

Figure 11. Yields of CO calculated on the basis of carbon dioxide converted for the prepared
metal-loaded materials and the starting sunflower husk in the reaction of CO2-assisted gasification
at 500–800 ◦C.

Table 3. CHNOS analysis results for liquid products of gasification of sunflower husk.

Sample w(C), wt. % w(H), wt. % w(N), wt. %

SFH 29.6 5.4 5.3
1 Fe/SFH 60.6 6.2 2.1
1 Co/SFH 59.6 6.1 1.5
1 Ni/SFH 58.8 6.1 1.7

Sulfur was not detected for all the samples.
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vest. Iron-, cobalt-, and nickel-based materials were investigated in the process of CO2-
assisted gasification of sunflower husk. The Co-based catalyst with 3 and 5 wt. % of Co 
demonstrates the best activity among the studied materials (CO2 conversion was up to 
83%). The possible reason for such superiority of the Co catalyst may be explained by the 
fact that Ni compounds lead to the formation of the metallic nickel phase and thus lose 
the active surface area and that is why they cannot further enhance the CO2 conversion 
rate effectively, while cobalt does not show such a formation of well-crystallized metal 
particles. The observed layered structure of the particles evidenced the migration of Ni 
atoms through the particles of the carbon material. No significant differences in the com-
position of the surface of the samples before and after the catalytic tests were observed. 
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4. Conclusions

The biomass (sunflower husk) was studied as a source of CO produced by CO2-
assisted gasification and as a way to utilize CO2 and organic wastes produced from a
harvest. Iron-, cobalt-, and nickel-based materials were investigated in the process of
CO2-assisted gasification of sunflower husk. The Co-based catalyst with 3 and 5 wt. % of
Co demonstrates the best activity among the studied materials (CO2 conversion was up to
83%). The possible reason for such superiority of the Co catalyst may be explained by the
fact that Ni compounds lead to the formation of the metallic nickel phase and thus lose the
active surface area and that is why they cannot further enhance the CO2 conversion rate
effectively, while cobalt does not show such a formation of well-crystallized metal particles.
The observed layered structure of the particles evidenced the migration of Ni atoms through
the particles of the carbon material. No significant differences in the composition of the
surface of the samples before and after the catalytic tests were observed.
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