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Editorial
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* Correspondence: apeluso@unisa.it (A.P.); gmonaco@unisa.it (G.M.)

It is our great pleasure to introduce the Festschrift of Chemistry to honor Professor Ric-
cardo Zanasi (Figure 1) on the occasion of his 70th birthday and to recognize his important
contributions to quantum chemistry, particularly in the field of magnetic response and
chiroptical spectroscopies.
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It is our great pleasure to introduce the Festschrift of Chemistry to honor Professor 
Riccardo Zanasi (Figure 1) on the occasion of his 70th birthday and to recognize his 
important contributions to quantum chemistry, particularly in the field of magnetic 
response and chiroptical spectroscopies. 

 
Figure 1. Professor Riccardo Zanasi. 

Riccardo was born in Vignola, Italy, in 1951. He graduated in Chemistry with honors 
at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia in 1975, under the supervision of Prof. 
Paolo Lazzeretti, with whom he acknowledges a lifelong collaboration. Assistant 
Professor in Physical Chemistry in Modena since 1981, he then became Associate 
Professor in Salerno in 1998, where he became full Professor in 2002. 

He has worked with many distinguished theoretical chemists (Amos, Buckingham, 
Sadlej, Stephens, to cite a few, and a special mention should be given to the many 
collaborations with Prof. PW Fowler), but he has also collaborated with experimentalists, 
especially in the field of chiroptical spectroscopies. His most known contributions are 
related to the development and the implementation of methods to compute, visualize, 
and manipulate the magnetically induced current density, which ended up in the SYSMO 
[1] and SYSMOIC [2] packages. The former is widely used in literature in the field of 
magnetic aromaticity, and the latter has recently been recognized as a useful tool to 
develop new methods [3]. 

This issue is composed of seventeen papers authored by scholars from twelve 
countries. 

The topic common to most of the papers is the discussion of aromaticity, especially 
from the magnetic point of view, of well-known and novel molecules, either in their 
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Figure 1. Professor Riccardo Zanasi.

Riccardo was born in Vignola, Italy, in 1951. He graduated in Chemistry with honors
at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia in 1975, under the supervision of Prof.
Paolo Lazzeretti, with whom he acknowledges a lifelong collaboration. Assistant Professor
in Physical Chemistry in Modena since 1981, he then became Associate Professor in Salerno
in 1998, where he became full Professor in 2002.

He has worked with many distinguished theoretical chemists (Amos, Buckingham,
Sadlej, Stephens, to cite a few, and a special mention should be given to the many col-
laborations with Prof. PW Fowler), but he has also collaborated with experimentalists,
especially in the field of chiroptical spectroscopies. His most known contributions are
related to the development and the implementation of methods to compute, visualize, and
manipulate the magnetically induced current density, which ended up in the SYSMO [1]
and SYSMOIC [2] packages. The former is widely used in literature in the field of magnetic
aromaticity, and the latter has recently been recognized as a useful tool to develop new
methods [3].

This issue is composed of seventeen papers authored by scholars from twelve countries.
The topic common to most of the papers is the discussion of aromaticity, especially

from the magnetic point of view, of well-known and novel molecules, either in their
ground state (coronene and corannulene [4], metallacyclopentadienes [5], cycloporphyrin
nanorings [6], Li3B2

− and Li4B2 clusters enclosing a B2 unit [7], pentagonal-pyramidal
hexamethylbenzene dication [8], heterocirculenes [9], starphenes [10], and Si3C5 and Si4C8
clusters [11]) or in their excited triplet state [12].
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Other papers present theoretical and methodological advances in the calculation of
the magnetic response: a topological analysis of the magnetically induced current density
in strong magnetic fields [13], the partitioning of Hückel–London currents into cycle contri-
butions [14], and decomposition in spatial contributions to 1H NMR chemical shifts [15].

A third set of papers is connected with chiroptical spectroscopies, either experimentally
or theoretically: a report of a chirality transfer in a calixarene-based pseudorotaxane [16],
a test of photoelectron circular dichroism as a probe for chirality [17], and a theoreti-
cal scrutiny of the electronic currents and anapolar response induced in molecules by
monochromatic light [18].

Two more papers, one on the role of spin density in the nitration of aromatic com-
punds [19], the other on the absorption and isomerization of azobenzene in polymeric
nanoporous crystalline phases [20], have been contributed by the Department of Chemistry,
where Riccardo’s good mood helped in pursuing collaborations and promoting new fields
of research [21].

For us, having known him in Salerno for a couple of decades, Riccardo has been a
source of cheerfulness and enthusiasm in approaching research and many aspects of life.
We recall him playing the guitar in classroom to introduce the wave equation, organizing
small mountaineering excursions, commenting on sports, music, and politics, and sharing
good occasions for a glass of wine or good cuisine. As his retirement from the department
has concerned only the teaching and the administrative part, Riccardo is actively pursuing
his research, and we wish him a long continuation of his activity.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.
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12. Stojanović, M.; Aleksić, J.; Baranac-Stojanović, M. Singlet/Triplet State Anti/Aromaticity of CyclopentadienylCation: Sensitivity
to Substituent Effect. Chemistry 2021, 3, 765–782. [CrossRef]

13. Irons, T.J.P.; Garner, A.; Teale, A.M. Topological Analysis of Magnetically Induced Current Densities in Strong Magnetic Fields
Using Stagnation Graphs. Chemistry 2021, 3, 916–934. [CrossRef]

14. Myrvold, W.; Fowler, P.W.; Clarke, J. Partitioning Hückel–London Currents into Cycle Contributions. Chemistry 2021, 3, 1138–1156.
[CrossRef]

15. Fliegl, H.; Dimitrova, M.; Berger, R.J.F.; Sundholm, D. Spatial Contributions to 1H NMR Chemical Shifts of Free-Base Porphyri-
noids. Chemistry 2021, 3, 1005–1021. [CrossRef]

16. Concilio, G.; Gaeta, C.; Della Sala, P.D.; Iuliano, V.; Talotta, C.; Monaco, G.; Superchi, S.; Belviso, S.; Neri, P. Chirality Transfer in a
Calixarene-Based Directional Pseudorotaxane Complex. Chemistry 2021, 3, 1089–1100. [CrossRef]

17. Decleva, P. Photoelectron Circular Dichroism as a Probe of Chiral Hydrocarbons. Chemistry 2022, 4, 31–41. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jcim.0c01136
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33347314
http://doi.org/10.1039/C5CS00114E
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26035305
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030063
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3040094
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030071
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030077
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3040097
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3040102
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3040099
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3040080
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030055
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030067
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3040083
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030072
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030079
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry4010003


Chemistry 2022, 4 120

18. Summa, F.F.; Lazzeretti, P. Electronic Currents and Anapolar Response Induced in Molecules by Monochromatic Light. Chemistry
2021, 3, 1022–1036. [CrossRef]

19. Capobianco, A.; Landi, A.; Peluso, A. Is Aromatic Nitration Spin Density Driven? Chemistry 2021, 3, 1286–1301. [CrossRef]
20. Coscia, N.; Cozzolino, A.; Golla, M.; Rizzo, P. Absorption and Isomerization of Azobenzene Guest Molecules in Polymeric

Nanoporous Crystalline Phases. Chemistry 2021, 3, 1074–1088. [CrossRef]
21. Pironti, C.; Ricciardi, M.; Motta, O.; Camin, F.; Bontempo, L.; Proto, A. Application of 13C Quantitative NMR Spectroscopy to

Isotopic Analyses for Vanillin Authentication Source. Foods 2021, 10, 2635. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030073
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3040093
http://doi.org/10.3390/chemistry3030078
http://doi.org/10.3390/foods10112635
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34828916

	References

