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Populist leaders as gatekeepers: André Ventura uses news to 
legitimize the discourse 

Table S1. Sample of tweets analyzed in the study. 
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Table S2. Translation of André Ventura's tweets cited as an example in the analysis text. 

N Translation of André Ventura's tweets 

T1 

“How can this happen in Portugal? All because of the open-door policy carried out by the left in recent years 
and which, it seems, the PSD does not want to reverse either. 

The Portuguese people are captured by globalist interests sold to multiculturalism while the system's 
politicians live in luxury condominiums, far from their reality. They too are traitors to Portugal!” 

T2 

“Robberies in broad daylight: this is the result of the open door policy and without any control. "Portugal is a 
safe country", say politicians who don't live in the real country where the Portuguese live. 

We warned that this climate of insecurity would reach our cities, but they preferred to call us xenophobic and 
whistle to the side”. 

T3 “This is the country that the socialists leave us. We need to recover the authority of the police and the speed of 
justice. A good criminal is a criminal in prison!” 

T4 “More shocking news. With Chega, pedophiles and rapists will not have suspended sentences or be released”. 

T5 
How is it possible that this man was sentenced to just 8 years in prison after raping and impregnating his own 

granddaughter? 
With CHEGA ruling, he would never see the light of day outside of prison again! 

T6 If CHEGA ordered it, a monster like this would never see the light of day again, as simple as that. The worst 
thing is that in 4 or 5 years it will be out here... 

T/ On December 26th, an Indian immigrant raped a passenger on a TVDE in Lisbon. For this and others like it 
there is only one word: deportation! Portugal doesn't need this, our women and children must be safe! 

T8 “Well... It's better to allocate the money to gender ideology associations or to observatories and foundations 
that serve no purpose. Shame!" 

T9 

What sense does it make for thousands of Portuguese people without a family doctor, dying in hospitals, as our 
deputy Eduardo Teixeira denounced yesterday, endless waiting lists for consultations and surgeries and, at the 

same time, the Government prioritizing resources for "transgenders"? What is the meaning of this measure? 
None! 

T10 News title (no comment): Most Portuguese agree with CHEGA and think immigration is out of control 

T11 Portugal does not learn from what is happening in other European countries and leaves its doors open to 
everyone, borders uncontrolled, brutally risking the safety of all Portuguese! 

T12 Wrong. It is your corruption that will not pass! 
T13 We need a public administration that is not suffocated by party cards and the regime's boys. 

T14 
How would they invite those who are going to put an end to their chushy jobs and Shady deals? I'm glad we 

didn't set foot there! 
T15 We continue to vote, they continue to fight. This has to end. This will end! 

 


