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Abstract: Triply periodic minimal surface (TPMS) structures raised significant interest in several
areas of research due to their unique properties and broad range of applications. The aim of the
paper is to verify if such complex metamaterials can be fabricated effectively without defects that
could compromise their mechanical response. An implicit modeling approach was used to generate
eight novel TPMS structures and one stochastic topology. Multiple specimens were fabricated from a
photopolymeric resin using a stereolithography (SLA) technique, and an analysis of the manufactured
samples was carried out in terms of surface quality, dimensional and mass deviations, and internal
porosity of the material. Laser scanning showed no significant deviations from the designed geometry
but highlighted errors during the post-processing stages of manufacturing. Surface analysis resulted
in an average roughness of 2.47 um, a value specific to well-controlled additive manufacturing
(AM) techniques. A microscopic examination portrays common types of defects, while an ultrasonic
non-destructive inspection method showed no indication of defects in the depth of the samples.
Sectioning the samples through water jet cutting exposed interior surfaces with better homogeneity
than the exterior ones and the absence of a layer-by-layer aspect. Overall, the samples displayed no
major defects and good accuracy, with minor inconsistencies and methods of mitigating them having
been presented.

Keywords: TPMS; implicit modeling; dimensional verification; quality control

1. Introduction

In recent relevant literature publications, significant interest has been directed towards
the investigation of triply periodic minimal surface (TPMS) structures fabricated through
additive manufacturing (AM) techniques [1-5]. The results indicate that such structures
present superior properties compared to conventional equivalent topologies in terms of
modulus of elasticity, compressive strength, and energy absorption capacity and may have
practical applications in fields such as automotive or medical industries [6-8]. Among
these structures, thin-walled geometries offer higher predictability in terms of mechanical
response compared to “strut-based” structures. At the same time, the “shell-based” struc-
tures, on which this research is based, created thin walls around a surface defined by a
mathematical function, offering thus a higher strength-to-mass ratio than the “skeleton-
based” structures, which are built by separating the domain in two volumes, delimited by
the mathematical function [3,9].

A detailed presentation of TPMS geometries was conducted in [10], highlighting
geometry design algorithms and performance control strategies, AM methods typically
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used, and multidisciplinary applications to identify the advantages and real potential of
such structures, but also the problems and existing challenges.

Publications on TPMS structures show, however, a disproportionate interest in un-
derstanding the behavior and printing accuracy of already defined geometries such as
Gyroid [11-14], Diamond [15,16], Schwarz [17,18], Lidinoid [19], Neovius [20,21], and
Split-P [22]. Thus, little interest is directed towards developing new topologies in order to
obtain superior properties. This paper aims to present eight novel TPMS structures and
one stochastic geometry, architected through implicit modeling and fabricated through an
SLA method.

Since comparison between already mature geometries and novel designs can only be
achieved by the characterization of the mechanical response and resulting properties, it is
imperative to verify that the mechanical behavior is not heavily influenced by manufactur-
ing defects. This is especially important in small-scale complex tri-dimensional topologies,
which are susceptible to fabrication irregularities.

In the AM of complex structures, common defects include porosity, residual stresses,
warping, and surface roughness. Porosity often results from insufficient melting, gas en-
trapment, impurities, or vaporization of alloying elements, leading to reduced mechanical
properties. Residual stresses arise due to rapid thermal cycling during layer formation or
deposition, which can cause warping, cracking, distortion, or delamination. Additionally,
uneven cooling may result in dimensional inaccuracies. Surface roughness, influenced by
layer thickness and particle size, impacts post-processing requirements and part perfor-
mance [23-25].

To minimize defects in AM parts, several techniques are employed, including optimiz-
ing process parameters, post-processing, and in-situ monitoring [26]. Process optimization
focuses on adjusting laser power, refining resin or powder quality, environmental control
(e.g., oxygen level or material temperature), and optimizing layer thickness to ensure
uniform melting, solidification, reduced porosity, and warping [27,28]. Post-processing
techniques, such as heat or radiation treatment, can relieve residual stresses and improve
material properties. In-situ monitoring systems, incorporating sensors and machine learn-
ing, help detect defects and enable corrective actions in real-time [29].

Validating that an AM technique is suitable for a given topology involves answering
several challenges. Thus, an analysis of the fabrication precision of the chosen SLA method
was conducted, and different methods for assessing the quality of the proposed specimens
are presented.

In the present research, a careful dimensional deviation analysis, a surface roughness
analysis, and a visual inspection were performed to determine if the chosen manufacturing
process is suitable for the proposed TPMS-designed geometries. A supplementary investi-
gation was undertaken to observe the possible internal defects of the specimens by using
ultrasonic non-destructive testing.

Future work includes low-velocity impact characterization of the specimens and
creating a framework to integrate implicit geometries modeling into finite element analyses.
These simulations should faithfully recreate the deformation mechanism of the samples,
which, depending on the identified manufacturing flaws, may involve integrating different
types of fabrication defects in the finite element model, as conducted in [30,31].

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Sample Design

The vast majority of tools for designing novel topologies of materials make use of
traditional computer-aided design (CAD) software. They use boundary representation
methods (B-reps), which are topology details that define the connectivity between faces,
edges, and vertices. This method, although used on a large scale, is difficult to implement
if the imagined geometries have a high degree of complexity or can only be defined by
mathematical functions difficult to approximate using simple shapes.
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Implicit modeling is a technique of defining and representing three-dimensional
topologies, where the geometry is described by an equation or set of equations rather
than a network of vertices, edges, and faces. The principle that describes the creation of
functional parts using implicit modeling is that an implicit mathematical function returns
negative values for any point in three-dimensional space that is inside the considered solid,
positive values when that point is outside the solid, and zero function value if the point
is on its contour. Also, because it avoids the discretization process used in CAD methods,
there is no risk that the meshing accuracy does not faithfully capture the continuity of the
solid, resulting in a geometry that is easier to calculate, and having a pure shape. Avoiding
discretization in the process of creating the geometry does not exclude its necessity in the
stages of the simulation or preparation of the AM processes, but it helps to substantially
reduce the computational effort and the sizes of the resulting files.

The two software packages that were used in this paper are NTopology v4.5.3 and
TPMS Designer v3.2.1.2. NTopology is commercial software that allows implicit design to be
used for modeling, simulation, and processing parts for AM. It benefits from comprehensive
documentation and allows generation, visualization, and export of geometries in various
forms. It has predefined a number of representative cell types but also offers the possibility
of building novel configurations. The software provides parametric modeling capabilities,
flexibility in the design iteration process, assistance in preparing parts for fabrication,
topology optimization components, organization methods in the form of personalized and
collaborative workflows, and simulation components for the determination of mechanical
and thermal performances [32]. TPMS Designer is a library developed to be used in
Matlab that, in addition to the benefits brought by the advantages of the implicit geometry,
also allows a more detailed and customized analysis of newly developed geometries. In
addition, it provides an overview of some parameters used to analyze the performance of
artificial structures and insights into applicable manufacturing constraints [33].

The mathematical formulations, Equations (2)—(9), of the eight novel TPMS proposed
structures, together with the gyroid given by Equation (1), are presented in Table 1. The
principles that guided the definition of these equations are that the topologies should be
self-supported because any internal supports needed during fabrication would not allow
for easy scaling or would alter the mechanical response of the structure. They should
also be novel designs, geometrically different from each other, in order to capture various
mechanical responses. Moreover, no enclosed chambers should be generated where resin
or powder can remain stored during manufacturing.

Table 1. Mathematical definitions of the proposed TPMS topologies.

Sample Definition [34] Eq.
S1 (gyroid) f(x,y,2) = cos(x) x sin(y) + cos(y) X sin(z) + cos(z) x sin(x) 1)
S2 f(x,y,2z) =2 x [cos(x) x cos(y) + cos(y) x cos(z) + cos(z) x cos(x)] — [cos(2x) + cos(2y) + cos(2z)] )
3 f(x,y,z) = cos(x) x cos(y) + cos(x) X cos(z) + cos(y) x cos(z) + sin(x) x cos(y) + sin(x) x cos(z) + 3)
sin(y) x cos(z) + sin(y) x cos(z) + sin(z) x cos(x) + sin(z) x cos(y)
sS4 f(x,y,z) = cos(2x) x cos(y) x cos(z) + cos(2y) X cos(x) x cos(z) + cos(2z) x cos(x) x cos(y) + sin(x) @)
x cos(y) + sin(x) x cos(z) + sin(y) X cos(z) + sin(y) X cos(z) + sin(z) x cos(x) + sin(z) x cos(y)

S5 f(x,y,z) = sin(x) x cos(y) x z/2 + sin(y) x cos(z) x x/2 + sin(z) x cos(x) X y/2 (5)
S6 f(x,y,z) =4 x cos(x) x cos(y) X cos(z) — [cos(2x) X cos(2y) + cos(2y) x cos(2z) + cos(2z) X cos(2x)] (6)
S7 f(x,y,z) =4 x sin(x) x cos(y) x cos(z) — [cos(x) X cos(y) + cos(y) X cos(z) + cos(z) x cos(x)] (7)

S8 f(x,y,z) = 8 x cos(x/2) x cos(z/2) x sin(x/2) + 8 X cos(y/2) x cos(z/2) x sin(y/2) + 8 x cos(x/2)
. (8)

x cos(y/2) x sin(z/2)

S9 f(x,y,z) = sin(x) x sin(y) + sin(x) x sin(y) + sin(x) x sin(y) — 4 x cos(x) x cos(y) x cos(z) )
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Starting from the graphical visualization of the contour defined by these equations
(the gyroid representative volume element (RVE) acting as a reference in Figure 1a), two
symmetrical surfaces were generated (Figure 1b) to delimit the volume of the created
“sheet-based” cell (Figure 1c). The distance between the two surfaces gives the thickness
of the walls, which was varied in order to maintain a relative density of 0.3 across all the
proposed topologies.

surfaceMesh

(a) (b)

Figure 1. (a) Fundamental surface, (b) Boundary surfaces, (c) Solid reference volume element of

metamaterials (gyroid type).

2.2. Sample Fabrication

Sandwich specimens were created with 3 mm thick face sheets, incorporating TPMS
cores made out of 27 (3 x 3 x 3) 10 mm RVEs inside a 30 mm cube shape. The 10th sample
has a stochastic strut-based definition with the same relative density. It was constrained
so that the ligaments followed a direction perpendicular to the sheets, with an average
distance between them of 3.5 mm and an average number of six struts intersecting at the
same point. All the topologies are displayed in Figure 2a.

Figure 2. (a) Topology of the proposed specimens; (b) Sample preparation for additive manufacturing;
(c) SLA printing; (d) UV curing of the specimens.
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Given the complex geometry of the topologies, a fabrication method that offers high
precision was necessary, as it would ideally result in a very small number of defects. Thus,
an SLA technique was employed on a Form 3L printer (Formlabs, Somerville, MA, USA)
using a photosensitive resin commercially available as Tough 1500 v1 (Formlabs, Somerville,
MA, USA).

AM preparation of the models was performed in the dedicated Preform software
3.42.1. A discretization of 25 um was used for transforming the implicit model into a format
suitable for being used in AM, standard tessellation language (stl.). This value was chosen
to be in accordance with the minimal printable layer thickness of 50 pm that was used.
Since the lateral boundaries of the samples can lead to areas that do not provide sufficient
printing support, lateral supports were added to allow for successful fabrication. Their
density was reduced to 50% of the sample’s density, and the point of contact with the part
was defined at 0.35 mm to facilitate subsequent removal without damaging the surfaces.

Various ways of orienting and positioning the samples and support elements were
tried so that no visible deviations from the nominal geometry of the parts would occur.
Figure 2b shows the method chosen as optimal, directly on the printing table, without
suspending the parts on supports, to reduce the risk of defects due to their insufficiency.
Special attention was directed towards not positioning the parts on the longitudinal axis
of symmetry of the table, because in this case both laser beams would have been used
for the same sample, and inhomogeneity defects could appear in the joining area. In
order to minimize defect probability, all 10 samples were printed together from the same
batch of resin, resulting in a specific printing time of 3.38 min/mL, while printing a single
part would amount to 15.23 min/mL. Figure 2c presents the samples immediately after
SLA printing.

Post-processing involved using standard washing programs to remove residual resin
from the specimens. This step was carried out automatically on all the samples at the same
time in a Form Wash L (Formlabs, Somerville, MA, USA) unit, using isopropyl alcohol.
Next, Figure 2d portrays the parts being cured together in a reflective Form Cure (Formlabs,
Somerville, MA, USA) enclosure, using a 70 °C temperature environment and ultraviolet
radiation with a wavelength of 350 nm for 1 h. The only manual intervention was to remove
the lateral supports of the specimens. Figure 3 shows all the specimens after the entire
fabrication process.

Figure 3. All the printed samples.
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2.3. Fabrication Analysis

The first step in controlling the manufacturing process and a good indicator of defects
in fabricated parts is to verify their weight. A digital precision scale, Kern PF8-2000 (Kern
and Sohn, Albstadt, Germany), with a precision of 0.01 g was used.

Implicit modeling allows for accurately determining the volume of the topologies.
The density inserted in the nTopology v4.5.3 software was selected as the resulting mass
will match the average mass value determined after weighing all the samples. This led to
a deviation between the chosen density of the polymer of 0.00107 g/mm? and the actual
density of 0.00121 g/mm3.

In order to study the dimensional deviations, a tri-dimensional (3D) scanning method
was used. This involved using a Hexagon Absolute Arm 7-Axis scanner (Hexagon AB,
Stockholm, Sweden) and comparing the resulting point cloud with the CAD model. The
setup of the scanning device and the operating mode can be identified in Figure 4. Once the
orientation and alignment were verified to be correct with predefined nominal geometry,
the point cloud was generated by scanning the part with an AS1 scanner with a resolution
of 0.016 mm, an acquisition rate of up to 1.2 million points/s, and a minimum point spacing
of 0.027 mm. The scan was made from several passes with different tilt angles of the scan
head, obtaining a cloud of more than 9 million points.

Figure 4. Setup for 3D scanning using a Hexagon Absolute Arm 7-Axis scanner.

A roughness analysis was performed using a Surtronic S-100 (Taylor Hobson, Leicester,
UK) portable roughness meter. The measured profile resulted from scanning the actual
profile with a 5 um probe, which captured surface imperfections such as cracks, scratches,
voids, or excess material. The measuring procedure is displayed in Figure 5.
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Figure 5. Setup for roughness determination using Surtronic S128.

Three different surfaces were measured: the bottom surface, to inspect if defects
appear when the samples are detached from the build plate; the upper surface, to observe
if the surface most exposed to external factors can undergo deformations before the curing
process; the sidewalls, to observe whether the layer-by-layer appearance translates into
high roughness. The measurements were carried out at a distance of 8 mm with a 0.4 mm
pass filter at a speed of 1 mm/s with 5 passes for each type of surface, and each sample
was analyzed.

To verify the values obtained with the roughness probe and to identify surface defects, a
visual inspection was also performed on a Keyence VHX-7100 (Keyence, Tokyo, Japan) microscope.

To verify specimen homogeneity, a non-destructive measurement method using ultra-
sound was used. A thickness and depth defect measuring device, Sonowall 50 (Sonotec,
Halle, Germany), was used with the following measurement parameters: 10 um resolution,
2400 m/s ultrasound speed specific to plastic materials, SW 5-21 5 Mhz probe. Due to
the complicated geometry of the parts and the dimensions of the ultrasonic probe, the
measurement could only be successfully performed on the upper and lower faces of the
sandwich specimens. To further test the homogeneity of the printed parts, type I tensile
specimens, configured according to the ASTM D638 standard and fabricated through the
same procedure, were also verified. The specimens were fabricated for material properties
validation and laid flat on the platform during printing, with the build direction along their
thickness. An image taken during an inspection is shown in Figure 6a.

Figure 6. (a) Thickness and internal defect detection using ultrasounds; (b) Image during water jet
cutting; (c) Cut samples.
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All flat surfaces that allow the positioning of the probe were analyzed, aiming to
identify situations where the identified thickness is significantly different from the nominal
one, which would indicate the presence of voids or porosities.

To verify the cross-section aspect of the samples, a water jet cutting process was
employed with a 0.5 mm nozzle, visible in Figure 6b, to minimize the damage to the
exposed surfaces. This resulted in the samples presented in Figure 6¢. After cutting the
samples, an analysis of the cores of the specimens was also performed through a similar
microscopic inspection. This was performed for both the lateral surfaces of the sample and
the newly exposed surfaces.

3. Results

Studies examining the effects of defects on the mechanical properties of structures
concluded that defects have a significant impact on the mechanical response of AM
parts [35]. This underlines the need for careful analysis and more stringent control over the
fabrication process.

Probably the biggest disadvantage specific to additive manufacturing is the lack of
isotropy and homogeneity of the printed structures. This materializes in the presence of air
voids between the layers of material, especially due to non-uniformities in surface tempera-
ture, material melting/ polymerization temperature, impurities, or water absorption, and
can lead to lower mechanical properties.

Although technologies based on photopolymerization have a higher degree of preci-
sion than those based on material extrusion and are less subjected to the occurrence of such
major manufacturing defects [36,37], a detailed analysis of the manufactured samples was
necessary in order to have an indication of the possible errors. This is necessary in order to
consider corrective methods that shall minimize the defects or allow for bigger deviations
between the experimental and simulation data if such an endeavor is desired. Next, the
methods through which qualitative and quantitative analyses of the manufactured samples
were performed are presented in detail.

3.1. Mass Verification

The results obtained through weighting the samples are presented in Table 2. While
the error is low for most samples, specimen S6 presented a significant deviation of almost
4%. This was due to the very small features of the topology, which ensures a superior total
external surface. This, in turn, provides a higher probability of obtaining residual resin and
requires an adjusted washing procedure to ensure proper post-processing. As such, the
samples need to be post-processed separately and leave a bigger space between them when
being positioned on the printing table in order to allow the alcohol to properly wash the
internal chambers of the specimens. Another reason for the appearance of mass deviations
between samples is the geometry of the part itself. Some samples present, at the level of the
outer contour, separate areas without support, which will not be considered at the time of
AM. Most of the time, they are insignificant in mass. Their minimization can be carried out
by changing the range of the function that defines the part or by the subsequent rotation
of the representative cell around an axis. It must be acknowledged that the latter choice
would lead to other types of mechanical behaviors since the geometries are not isotropic.

Table 2. Mass of printed samples.

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 S9 S10

Sample mass [g] 16.55 17.05 17.19 17.14 16.49 17.50 16.73 16.45 16.83 16.40
Average 16.833

Relative error [%] 1.68 -1.29 —2.12 —1.82 2.04 —-3.96 0.61 2.28 0.02 2.57
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3.2. Dimensional Deviation Analysis

One point cloud determined while scanning the samples is presented as a reference
in the image shown in Figure 7a for topologies S1 and S8. After removing the points not
relevant to the part, comparing the position of the points with the nominal dimensions of
the specimen, and applying a tolerance of 0.1 mm, the results highlighted in Figure 7b,c
were obtained. S1 and S8 were selected in order to compare the reference geometry with
one proposed TPMS topology. The software used to obtain the comparison is Inspire
(Hexagon-Sweden). The deviation distributions show that most of the points are within
the imposed tolerance, with root mean squares of the values of 0.032 and 0.039 mm. The
imposed threshold was exceeded generally on the surfaces of the fastening elements and in
the lower area where the part was in contact with the side supports, and their removal was
not carried out with good enough precision (red color). Isolated cases were obtained for S8
of deviations inside the sample with a maximum value of 0.119 mm.

0.154 Tolerance: 0.119 Tolerance:

Max: Max:

0032 Count: 4341972 : 0.039 Counc 3928430

Points
(b) ()

Figure 7. Results of 3D inspection: (a) Example of generated point cloud for S1 and S8; (b) Geometric
deviations resulted for S1; (c) Geometric deviations resulted for S8.

3.3. Roughness Analysis

The results obtained from the roughness analysis are presented in Table 3. For each
pass, the values for the standard parameters R, (arithmetic mean deviation of the profile
within the evaluation length), R; (distance between the highest and lowest point of the
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profile), Ry, (distance between the highest point and the mean line of the profile), and Ry
(distance between the lowest point and the mean line of the profile) were calculated.

Table 3. Results obtained through the roughness analysis. All values are given in the order denoted

by the numbering of the 10 topologies (first row S1-S5, second row S6-510).

Parameter Bottom Surface Passes Sidewall Passes Upper Surface Passes

27 4.0 5.5 2.8 3.0 1.8 2.2 1.5 1.8 22 11 1.2 10.6 0.8 1.0

R“g[izrit]y Ra 30 3.1 2.9 32 2.7 26 2.0 26 09 36 17 08 07 07 07
Average 3.28 Average 2.12 Average 1.93

23.0 35.5 67.5 255 27.0 16.5 16.5 23.0 18.0 23.0 27.1 16.0  160.5 14.0 19.0

Ry [um] 26.0 26.0 23.0 22.5 220 20.5 19.0 280 205 31.0 275 115 85 6.5 13.0
Average 29.80 Average 21.60 Average 27.56

7.0 11.5 19.0 9.5 8.5 5.0 5.5 4.5 5.5 5.5 6.5 7.0 45 6.5 7.5

Ry [pum] 9.5 9.5 8.5 9.0 7.0 6.0 5.0 8.5 3.0 9.5 8.0 6.5 9.5 3.5 9.5
Average 9.90 Average 5.80 Average 6.90

8.0 11.0 13.5 8.5 9.5 6.5 7.0 4.5 6.5 7.5 4.7 5.0 20.5 45 4.5

Rp [um] 10.0 9.5 8.0 9.0 8.0 8.0 6.5 85 35 9.5 10.5 4.5 3.0 2.5 4.5

Average 9.50

Average 6.80

Average 6.42

The values presented in Table 3 represent the highest value identified for each specimen
and the average for each type of surface. A good indicator of the quality of the surfaces is
the small variation in the calculated parameters among all the samples. Sample S3 has a
higher roughness on the upper surface passes due to capturing a superficial scratch, thus
having the highest values for R, and R, 10.6 pum, respectively, 160.5 um. As expected,
sample 510 has the highest rigidity on the sidewall passes, which means that the struts of the
stochastic sample have a worse surface quality than the thin walls of the TPMS geometries.
The surface with the lowest roughness is the one in contact with the printing surface, given
its purpose of allowing parts to be supported throughout the printing process. This is
followed by the top and side surfaces, where no defects are identified at the separation
zones between the layers. We note that the R, roughness values of the tested samples fall
within the range of average values specific to SLA procedures, 0.87—4.44 pm [38]. As a
reference, the values of machining procedures have an average roughness of 2.32-2.57 um.

Figure 8 presents an example of a line roughness analysis across a superficial scratch
resulting from sample handling. The red line indicates the length of 2.7 mm on which
the analysis was performed with a roughness value of 3.07 um and a height difference of
13.64 pm. Multiple surfaces and verification lines were considered, with no significant
outliers being identified.

Ra :3.07uym Rz : 12.27pm

Figure 8. Roughness analysis using Keyence VHX-7100.
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3.4. Defect Inspection

For a more thorough surface analysis, the microscope inspection was also used to
detect defects and their nature, to identify the reasons why they occurred, and ways to
isolate them. Figure 9 shows examples of defects discovered during surface analysis. The
scale is different in the images in order to best capture the defects and is represented in the
bottom right corner. Figure 9a shows a small resin micro-exfoliation on the surface, which
does not, however, present a danger of entire layer exfoliation.

1]392.90

[1182.08

00um

(8)

Figure 9. Defects identified under microscopic inspection: (a) micro-exfoliation; (b) trace left by
lateral support removal; (c) resin contamination; (d) polymerization defect; (e) excess polymer-
ization micro-irregularity; (f) dimensional surface deviation; (g) surface contaminant; (h) uniform
layer-by-layer aspect.
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Figure 9b displays a trace left in the contact area with the lateral printing supports
after removing them. It can be noticed that the 0.35 mm predefined dimension of the
supports is in good accordance with the dimension of the mark. In this case, the difference
in light reflection was not caused by a hole or a protuberance of the circular area, but by a
difference in roughness caused by the fracture of the support. Figure 9c shows impurities
that can be found embedded in the sample due to their presence in the resin or its improper
storage. Figure 9d shows a polymerization defect, where excess resin is cured on the
surface, leading to dimensional deviations. The color scale visible in the image displays the
height of the surface profile, with blue representing the base plane of the specimen and red
indicating points that are different from the theoretical expected value. Two measurements
are specified in the image, representing the height of the points compared to the base plane
of the surface. Even though the 0.1 mm tolerance is not exceeded, such polymerization
defects are critical because they show that the shape of the part can effectively be modified
in ways that can alter the geometry of the samples. A similar defect is present in Figure e,
where another polymerization defect is highlighted. This, however, is not entirely attached
to the sample, meaning that it could be either generated by resin, which should have been
part of the specimen and is now out of place, or is just excessively cured resin out of the
sample’s boundary. Figure 9f indicates surface micro-irregularities that appeared during
printing. This phenomenon was better visible in the stochastically defined sample, 510, and
it is due to the fact that the random definition does not provide accurate enough resolution
for the parts contour. The dimensional deviation is however small, being generally half the
layer thickness, as seen in the measurement visible in the image. In the image presented
in Figure 9g, a grain of sand can be noticed left on the surface after a water jet cutting
process has been applied, thus representing a defect unrelated to the manufacturing method.
Taking into account all these identified defects, the conclusion is that the printing accuracy
is good with no major defects that could endanger the integrity of the specimens. This is
also suggested by the lack of any porosities or unevenness between the printed layers, very
easily identified by the horizontal lines in Figure 9h. The thickness layer is also visible in
the measurements, with small deviations from the expected thickness of 50 pm.

3.5. Homogeneity Inspection

During the ultrasound testing presented before, no situation was observed where the
thickness of the flat surfaces analyzed differed significantly from the nominal ones. To
have a better indication of the homogeneity of the samples, a direct comparison between
the lateral surfaces (Figure 10a,c) and the inner surfaces exposed through water jet cutting
(Figure 10b,d) is presented below. The magnification is increased from 40X in the first row
of pictures to 200x in the second row, while the images were modified to remove light
reflections in order to get a better view of the surface texture.

A first observation is the disappearance of the layer-by-layer aspect inside the samples,
which indicates optimal homogenization during printing. This aspect is preserved at the
outer contour of the part due to the lower temperatures and printing precision. Analyzing
the two types of surfaces, it is found that there are no impurities in the mass of the piece or
insufficiently polymerized areas. At a higher magnification of 200 x, microscopic cavities
can be identified as darker spots in Figure 10d. When trying to achieve a better local focus
of the image, the difference in light reflectivity is an indicator that the cavity was caused by
material tearing at the time of cutting rather than a locally unpolymerized area. Still, while
the specimens present in most parts of their volume have a homogeneous appearance,
there are suspicions regarding the possibility of finding areas with porosity.
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Figure 10. Microscopic images: (a) lateral surface of the sample—40x magnification; (b) cross-
section exposed by cutting the samples—40 x magnification; (c) lateral surfaces of the samples—
200 x magnification; (d) cross-section exposed by cutting the samples—200 x magnification.

4. Discussion

After sample fabrication, a discrepancy was determined regarding the density of
the resin after polymerization, thus having a higher value of 1.21 g/cm?, compared to
the value declared by the manufacturer of 1.07 g/cm3. Most likely, the value is related
to the uncured liquid resin, and the difference in density is associated with a tighter
molecular structure of the cured parts. Such a difference has been signaled in relevant
literature such as [39,40] or specified by other resin producers [41]. A direct relationship
between maximum external surface area and deviation from average sample mass was
also determined, indicating that parts with complex geometries and features with small
dimensions should undergo intensive washing treatments. This is necessary to successfully
remove the entire mass of resin that has adhered to the surface of the part before it is
post-processed in the curing chamber.

Through 3D scanning of the manufactured samples, it was established that there are
no significant deviations from the designed CAD geometry. The only dimensions out
of the considered 0.1 mm tolerance were the lower areas where parts came into contact
with the plate, which supports the side supports. This can be eliminated by changing the
printing settings to force a greater distance between the components or by omitting the
support plate altogether. Dimensional deviations were similar to the ones specified in
other publications, where the average difference from the nominal values ranged between
0.40 mm and 0.15 mm [42] or from 0.42 mm to 0.127 mm [43]. Emir et al. also stated in [44]
that the average dimensional deviations of an SLA technique have a value of 68.5 pm.
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By analyzing the roughness of the flat surfaces of the samples, it was determined that
the same type of surfaces showed very close roughness values, which denotes a stable
manufacturing process without fluctuations. The roughness values validated the results
previously obtained in the dimensional analysis, as there were no found values of R,
above the tolerated limit of 0.1 mm. The average roughness R, was 2.47 um, a value
specific to well-controlled additive manufacturing processes, and the average distance
between the highest and lowest point of the profiles Ry was measured as 160.5 pm. These
values indicate the very good quality of the surfaces and the lack of obvious layer-by-layer
appearance; therefore, a good homogeneity of the part was obtained without the need
for additional grinding or post-processing techniques. The values obtained for roughness
(Ra) are consistent with relevant studies on the same topic, such as the ones specified
in [38]: 0.87-4.44 um, in [45]: 0.71-2.91 um, or in [46]: 2.66—3.37 um. This, however, can be
improved as different papers suggest smaller roughness values.

A further analysis of the surface quality involved a microscopic analysis of the speci-
mens. Most of the analyzed surfaces showed no defects, reinforcing the idea that the chosen
manufacturing process is suitable for the designed geometry. Different types of possible
surface defects were highlighted, some of which can be addressed by careful control of
how the resin is stored between successive prints. Also, an important aspect of avoiding
damage to the parts is suggested to be a very thorough cleaning of any residual resin from
the specimens because it is adherent and tends to accumulate impurities. Furthermore,
careful handling of the samples before they are introduced into the UV treatment enclosure
can alleviate the problems of superficial surface defects.

To analyze the internal defects of the specimens, a nondestructive method using
ultrasonic waves was employed. Flat surfaces large enough to allow probe contact were
examined, with no indication of in-depth defects. This test method ruled out the presence
of major defects, such as exfoliation or internal voids. However, to check for very small
porosities that cannot be captured by non-destructive methods, an inner volume analysis of
the samples was conducted. The parts were sectioned by water jet cutting, and the newly
generated surfaces were analyzed. By comparing them with the side surfaces, a better
homogeneity in the depth of the parts was identified, along with a lack of a layer-by-layer
aspect that is still visible under the microscope on the outside surface. The absence of
inclusions of other materials may indicate that the impurities on the outer surface are not a
consequence of improper storage but rather of inadequate post-processing prior to curing.
Among the numerous surfaces checked, there was also evidence of micro indentations in
the processed surfaces, which may indicate either internal voids, insufficiently polymerized
areas that were removed during cutting, or a consequence of an improper cutting process.
Regardless of the cause, there are indications of possible local micro-inhomogeneities,
which would be better identified in further analysis by subjecting the samples to an X-ray
computed tomography inspection.

Thus, the results suggest that the SLA technique and material employed in this study
are suitable for fabricating TPMS structures with good accuracy and homogeneity. In order
to evaluate the repeatability and stability of the fabrication process, multiple samples were
fabricated for each proposed topology, and their compressive response was evaluated. A
maximum deviation of 11% between the stress-strain curves was visible on the stochastic
geometry, while only a maximum of 7% was achieved among the TPMS samples (S8). This
was however attributed to an insufficient control of the time between the fabrication and
the post-processing stages and not on the fabrication quality of the samples. A further
analysis of this will be presented in future research.
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