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Figure S1. Appearance of the membrane a) before and b) after filtration  

 
Figure S2. Description of the method used to count microfibres on the filters surface.  

 

 

Figure S3. Microfiber recovered in the Petri dishes placed on microscopy table during sample 

observation. 

 

 



   

Figure S4. SEM micrographs of filter surface  

 

Table S1. Acquisitions of microfibres recovered from the filter divided in the four ideal frames. 
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Table S2 – Summery of microfiber characteristics.  

 Microfibers 

(N) 

Min. 

length 

(μm) 

Max. 

length 

(μm) 

Mean 

length 

(μm) 

Number of 

synthetic 

microfibers 

(N) 

Mean 

diameter of 

synthetic 

microfibers 

(μm)  

Number of 

natural/artificial 

microfibers  

(N) 

 Mean diameter of 

natural/artificial 

microfibers (μm)  

Colour of 

recovered 

fibers  

1 16 242 1576 638 6 10 ± 4 10  18 ± 6 2 pink 

9 black 

5 blue 

2 3 356 4908 2033   3  19 ± 4 1 black 

2 blue 

3 28 120 4021 1208 13 11 ± 2 15  20 ± 6 2 pink 

2 yellow 

21 black 

3 blue 

4 10 124 1311 646 3 9 ± 4 7  20 ± 5 7 black 

3 blue 


