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The olive growing covers approximately 10.6 Mha
(FAOSTAT, 2016) in the world and olive is the most
widespread cultivated tree species in the Mediterranean
area. Recently, olive tree cultivation has expanded into
new territories in the southern hemisphere, particularly
in South Australia, South Africa and South America.In
recent times, olive groves have been facing both
environmental and social challenges, which will intensify
in the future, due to climate changes and reduction of
natural resources, and to agriculture labor shortages. It
is necessary to improve scientific knowledge and
technologies to obtain more efficient orchards and to
reduce input and manpower needs.This Special Issue
will focus on advancements in genetic and technological
innovations to obtain more productive, environmentally
friendly and economically and socially sustainable olive
groves and to improve the quality and safety of
products.Studies on tree canopy architecture, stress
tolerance, the use of sensors and visual images for
monitoring the status of tree to properly satisfy the water
and nutrient requirements, and innovations in
horticultural techniques are welcome in this Special
Issue.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Agriculture (ISSN 2077-0472) is an international,
crossdisciplinary and scholarly open access journal on
the science and technology of crop and animal
production, and management of the natural resource
base for agricultural production. Agriculture is published
in an open access format – research articles, reviews
and other contents are released on the internet
immediately after acceptance. The scientific community
and the public have unlimited and free access to the
content as soon as it is published.
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