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Surgery is an important component of treatment for the
majority of solid organ tumours. Unfortunately, cancer
recurrence following the surgery of curative intent is
common, and typically results in refractory disease and
patient death. Surgery and other perioperative
interventions can induce a biological state conducive to
the survival and growth of residual cancer cells released
from the primary tumour intra-operatively, which may
influence the risk of subsequent metastatic disease.
Evidence is accumulating that anaesthetic and
analgesic agents could affect many of these
pathophysiological processes, influencing risk of cancer
recurrence in either a beneficial or detrimental way. This
Special Issue brings together the best current, peer-
reviewed experimental, and clinical evidence regarding
this crucial multidisciplinary research question. The
research projects described are the necessary
intermediate steps in defining the scientific mechanism
underpinning this hypothesis.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers is an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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