
Special Issue
Dendrochemistry: Tools for
Evaluating Variations in Past
and Present Forest
Environments
Message from the Guest Editor
  Dendrochemistry, the measurement of inorganic
elements in growth rings of trees followed by analysis
and interpretation of changes in environmental
chemistry through time, is both promising and
challenging. For environmental situations where the
abundance of an element or multiple elements has
changed through time, direct monitoring of
environmental chemistry might not extend very far back
in time, if at all. Accordingly, estimating past element
abundance of a site using trees is enticing. Even tree-
ring records just 20 to 30 years in length, which would
be considered short in traditional applications of
dendrochronology, could be usefully long in
dendrochemistry. Given that dendrochemistry truly
works, it could be applicable in many environmental
situations such as long-term changes in forest soil
chemistry (e.g., N or P), abrupt changes in elements due
to natural causes (e.g., ash deposits from explosive
volcanic eruptions), or subtle increases in elements that
might be harmful to human health (e.g., various metals)
due to inadvertent contamination.   
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2024).
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