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Stigmas can be conceptualized as the co-occurrence of
the following: (i) distinguishing differences and labeling;
(ii) negatively stereotyping those who are labeled as
different; (iii) separating labeled people from unlabeled
people (e.g., using “us” vs. “them”); (iv) emotional
reactions, such as anger and hatred, among both those
who do the labeling and those who are labeled; (v) the
labeled group experiencing status loss and
discrimination; (vi) the economic, social, political, and
power domains that enable these processes to unfold.
In this Special Issue, we still intend to address this
knowledge gap and invite the submission of papers that
explore and shed light on the relationship between
stigmatization and any aspect of health. If you have an
idea and do not know whether it falls into the scope of
this Special Issue, you may contact either one of the ( or
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Discovery and advances in this  research field play a
critical role in providing a scientific basis for decision-
making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards. IJERPH
provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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