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Health Impact Assessment (HIA) has been proposed by
the World Health Organization (WHO) as a key tool for
health in all policies. In the last few decades, the
practice of using Health Impact Assessments to
influence public policies has been gaining in popularity
throughout the world. The WHO defines Health Impact
Assessment as a combination of procedures, methods,
and tools by which a policy, program, or project may be
judged as to its potential effects on the health of a
population, and the distribution of those effects within
the population. Health Impact Assessment uses
qualitative and/or quantitative methods (such as expert
consultations, focus groups, comparative risk
assessment, and burden of disease), and can be applied
to multiple sectors (such as employment, social equity,
environment, housing, and transportation).
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Discovery and advances in this  research field play a
critical role in providing a scientific basis for decision-
making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards. IJERPH
provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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