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Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, numerous studies have
been conducted by clinical and medical health
researchers worldwide on the control and treatment of

the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Many governments have
implemented lockdowns to control and prevent the
spread of COVID-19 in their country, which has led to
universities, recreation centres and businesses having
to temporarily close, and to critical disruptions in health
care services. Vulnerable individuals with underlying
physical or mental health conditions are more likely to
experience severe psychological repercussions as a
result of the pandemic. At-risk population groups
include, but are not limited to, individuals with lower
socioeconomic status, those with pre-existing mental or
physical health conditions, the elderly, children, and the
unemployed. In order to formulate appropriate public
health policy in response to the pandemic, there is an
immediate need to gather evidence-based insights into
how these population groups are affected by the
psychological impacts of COVID-19. This Special Issue
therefore welcomes original research articles and
review articles related to this topic.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Discovery and advances in this research field play a
critical role in providing a scientific basis for decision-
making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards. IJERPH
provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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