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Apoptosis and autophagy represent two fundamental
cellular processes. They are involved in cell fate
decision and they crosstalk each other through the
involvement of different key players. Nonetheless, the
ability of apoptosis to cause cell death is
counterbalanced by its ability to inhibit the cell death
mediated by autophagy. Autophagy can also inhibit
apoptosis and cause cell death. The intimate crosstalk
between apoptosis and autophagy is not definitely
dissected yet. It can occur during embryogenesis, tissue
development, cell maturation and senescence.
Alterations of such intriguing mechanisms can occur
during tumorigenesis and other pathologies in
mammals. Further evidence is urgently needed to clarify
these fine-tuned cellular processes.
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Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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