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European identity is deeply embedded in the production
of religious art broadly conceived as any form of material
expression of faith. The framework for this exploration in
set by the two iconoclasms, the eighth-century
Byzantine/Carolingian and the sixteenth-century
Reformation. Considering recent research on the
senses in the Middle Ages, materiality, and emotions,
this Special Issue of religions examines the relation
between performative devotions and art by considering
the beholder as a faithful subject as well as an ordinary
person whose real-life situations bring into contact with
a spiritual need. One can consider the ‘museification’ of
churches constructed as spaces in which artists’ (and
architects’) works contributed to enhancing the
encounter of the visitor with the divine in parallel with
modern art spaces. Medieval images also conveyed the
performative devotional experience of the congregation
by memorializing through painting local feasts and
special devotions, as well as miraculous events at the
fringes of such experiences. What idea of religion
transpired through art as witness to devotional
performative practices?
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 22.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2024).
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