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There is a growing recognition both that rapid action on
climate change is urgently necessary, and that many of
the responsibilities for this action (e.g., around transport,
land use planning and economic development) rest at a
local level. Responding to this emergency will require
significant changes to the assumptions, expectations,
priorities and procedures of locally elected
representatives and government officials.This Special
Issue will explore the responses of local government
across the world to the need for rapid climate action. We
are particularly interested in the lived experience of local
politicians, officers and those engaging with them in
adapting to this challenge and driving the response.
While questions of technical solutions and policy design
for rapid climate action have been well studied, little
attention has been paid to the crucial question of how
such outcomes might be implemented, by whom, and
how action is enabled or constrained by the institutional
and other sociotechnical relations in which these actors
are embedded.* This is a Sustainability/World Joint
Special Issue.
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